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Have any of you ever been to the old Elitches? Do you remember the Haunted House? – A 
completely mechanized Haunted House. You rode through in a cart on some rails. And it was 
really spooky.  
 

Strangely, however…They didn’t have any monsters or stuff like that... just darkness and weird 
swirling things that made you feel a bit disoriented. At one point there was a waterfall that shut 
off just before you got wet. And there were mannequins and that’s what was most spooky 
‘cause you weren’t sure if they were dead or alive. They weren’t monsters – just regular people 
like construction workers…gardeners. At one point a policeman popped out and blew his 
whistle. He used to really give me the “willies.” 
 

I loved the Haunted House and yet as I got older the Haunted House got less and less spooky 
until it was predictable, boring, and lifeless. See? I had gained “the knowledge of mechanical 
automation.” I knew the waterfall would shut off because it was connected to a trip lever along 
the track. I knew the policeman wasn’t a real policeman – not alive, just “pretend” alive. 
So, I didn’t pay much attention to the policeman anymore and I didn’t ride the ride anymore. 
 

But one day in high school on a youth group trip I rode the ride with my friend, Pat. At one 
point Pat turned to me and he said, “Hey, let’s get out.” Not having a mind of my own and 
always looking for stories with which to impress girls the girls, I said, “Okay.” 
  

We found the trip lever for the waterfall and tried to get people wet. I don’t know if we 
succeeded but we did succeed in making the ride more spooky. That was the best part – just 
past the mechanical policeman, we’d stand on the side of the track, perfectly still – like one of 
the mannequins. When little children would see us, they didn’t seem any more spooked than 
they already were. 

For little kids - all reality is enchanted and everything’s alive... 
Everything is more than what they know and so we were just two more semi-real 
dummies in an already enchanted reality. 

 

But for adults, it was different. They were so controlled and so bored until they’d glance at me… 
then look again …and then stare. I could read their minds… “Oh look, they got a new 
dummy….and its real.”  … “Oh God, it’s ALIVE!” Then we’d jump….just touch ‘em and they’d go 
nuts… it was great! 
  

Well after a few minutes I said, “Pat I think they know we’re in here….” That wasn’t prophecy, it 
just occurred to me that by now there were probably some angry and maybe wet people at the 
end of the ride yelling, “Someone is loose in the Haunted House” …which is ironic ‘cause unless 
someone is loose in the Haunted House, it’s not a haunted house. It just occurred to me some 
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fellow might be angry and it occurred to me we had no exit strategy. 
 

Just then, another cart came down the track. (They could seat 3, but this one only carried 2 - a 
mother and her little daughter.) The daughter was already spooked and the mother was bored 
until she looked at me…then looked again at me and then I jumped in…right next to her. I said, 
“Excuse me, but my cart broke down and do you mind if I ride out with you?”  But I don’t think 
she heard me, ‘cause she was screaming at the top of her lungs and wouldn’t stop. 
 

I rode out with her, as the lights came on and Security grabbed my friend Pat. They didn’t 
suspect me, even though the lady was screaming, ‘cause you know you’re supposed to scream 
in a haunted house. 
 

Well, I remember feeling really bad. I wanted to tell her …“I’m just a teenager trying to impress 
girls at youth group… And one day this might even be an illustration in a sermon.” I wanted to 
tell her, “It’s me! Fear not! It’s me!” I wanted to tell her but I didn’t know how so I just said, 
“Thanks for the ride,” and left. 
  
Well my point is this - for that woman, that day … the ride wasn’t boring, predictable, and 
lifeless.  
And that raises a question: What type of ride do you prefer?? 
One that is mechanical, predictable, and lifeless?  

OR… 
One that is haunted with Life? 
…Do you prefer mechanized policemen, teenage boys and little girls?  

or real ones? 
…Do you prefer to pretend the house is haunted?  

or 
…Would you like it really haunted … not with any old ghost but how about a Holy Ghost! 
…How do you prefer God? - 

Pretend Alive or Really Alive? 
 

Just something to ponder as we read our text for the day – John 19:30 (King James Version) 
30Jesus bowed His head and gave up the Ghost. 

Now, chapter 19, verse 40  
 

40So they took the body of Jesus and bound it in linen cloths with the spices, as is the burial 
custom of the Jews. 41Now in the place where he was crucified there was a garden, and in the 
garden a new tomb in which no one had yet been laid. 42So because of the Jewish day of 
Preparation, since the tomb was close at hand, they laid Jesus there. 
20 Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early, while it was still 
dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb. 2So she ran and went to 
Simon Peter and the other disciple, [The “beloved disciple” that appears to be how John refers to 
himself. His identity is not his name – but just the fact that Jesus loved him.] the one whom Jesus 
loved and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where 
they have laid him.” 3So Peter went out with the other disciple, and they were going toward the 
tomb. 4Both of them were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the 
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tomb first. 5And stooping to look in, he saw the linen cloths lying there; but he did not go in. 
6Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen cloths lying 
there, 7and the face cloth, which had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen cloths but 
folded up in a place by itself. [Spooky!] 8Then the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, 
also went in, and he saw and believed; 9for as yet they did not understand the Scripture, that he 
must rise from the dead. 10Then the disciples went back to their homes. 

 
11But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and as she wept she stooped to look into the tomb. 
12And she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had lain, one at the head and 
one at the feet. 13They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They 
have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” 14Having said this, she 
turned around and saw Jesus standing, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 15Jesus said to 
her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?” [Why are you weeping? Whom 
are you seeking? Those are important questions.] Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to 
him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him 
away.” 16Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned and said to him in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which 
means Teacher). 17Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to me, for I have not yet ascended to the 
Father; but go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to 
my God and your God.’” 18Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen 
the Lord” – and that he had said these things to her.                                         John 19:40 – 20:18 

 
When she thought He was dead – He said, “Mary.” And she did not run away …she ran to Him 
and clung to Him. Scholars debate why it was that Jesus told Mary not to cling. 
Perhaps He meant “Mary there is no need to cling: I’m rising and will never die again and lo, I 
am with you always.” 
 

Whatever the case, Mary’s house was suddenly haunted. 
It had been haunted with 7 evil spirits – (remember?) 
...but this was the Holy Spirit  
…this was Jesus. She wanted Him alive!! 

And, now she’d never look at a gardener the same way again. 
 

In all four Gospels, Mary is the first to see Jesus risen from the dead. Why Mary? I don’t know 
exactly…  
But perhaps because she “wanted” to see Jesus had risen from the dead. 

 

We all say we do, but do we? …I mean on Easter we all sing… “He’s Alive, Alive, Alive, Alleluia! 
Alive! Praise and Glory to the Lamb!” “He’s alive” – sounds a little like “It’s ALIVE! It’s ALIVE!” 
“Oh God, it’s ALIVE.”  
 

See? Knowing Him and not just it. Makes a difference, when He comes to life - especially when 
you notice He’s been slain and there’s blood on your hands … knowing His heart might make a 
difference. 
 

Mary knew Him … not just about Him … she wanted Him.  
All us religious types say we want Him … but maybe we only want to pretend He’s alive  
...but not really alive. Like a mechanized policeman waving to us on the ride rather than a living 
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man sitting by us at our side. Maybe we’d rather just pretend – “He’s Alive!” 
 

Clip from the movie trailer for Weekend at Bernie’s.  
 

Bernie: You two, would you like to come to my house at the beach? 

 

Richard and Larry: Love to! 
 

[Scene of Richard and Larry at Bernie’s beach house. Bernie is sitting in a chair with sunglasses 
on and is dead.] 
 

Larry: What kind of host invites you to their house for the weekend and dies on you? 
 

Richard: I don’t know. 
 

Larry: Lomax told whoever he was talking to not to kill us right? 
 

Richard: Yeah, but Lomax is not around anybody anymore. 
 

Larry: I know that. You know that. Nobody else knows that. 
 

[Both Richard and Larry yell and go outside to pull Bernie out of the sand. Then they vacuum 
and sweep off Bernie to get all of the sand off of him and out of him.] 
 

Larry: He looks good enough. Let’s go. 
 

Richard: Uh oh… Larry. [Richard is holding Bernie’s toupee.] 
 

[The next scene is Larry using a staple gun to attach Bernie’s toupee to Bernie’s head. Then 
Richard and Larry are scene holding Bernie’s body between them as they walk through a party 
with people yelling out and interacting with Bernie.] 
 

Richard: Doesn’t anyone realize he’s dead? 
 

[Richard and Larry are sitting on Bernie’s deck with Bernie’s body propped in a chair. Two young 
women walk by and yell up at the group.] 
 

Two young women on the beach: Are we doing it again tonight? 
 

Larry: Oh absolutely. You know we are. 
 

Two young women on the beach: Great! We’ll see you later guys. Bye bye. 
 

Richard: Bye bye. We’ll see you later. 
 

Larry (as he swats a fly off of Bernie’s body): Is this great or what? 
 

Larry and Richard use Bernie’s dead body to throw a party for themselves. Does church ever 
feel like a Weekend at Bernie’s? 
Hey look: … Here’s a body. [Peter points to the Communion table.] Some even call it the “Host.” 
 

We say, “He’s Alive!” But, do we really want Him to be Alive?? 
God? That alive? 

You know we talk about knowing God. But, by that we mean “theology” - Theo logos 
an idea that we can comprehend and nail down … 
 Theo-logos nailed to a tree of knowledge. 
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We want to know about Him …but not be known by Him. 
We talk about “knowing”  “the Good.” And by that we mean a list of Laws; Knowledge of the 
Good - but not the Good… God is Good and He is “the Way, the Truth and the Life.” 
But when 

We talk about “the Way” – we usually mean a map … and when 
We talk about “the Truth” – we usually mean a doctrine … and when 
We talk about “the Life” – we mean country clubs and dinner buffets. 

We say “Jesus Saves” and we mean “We save when we follow the principles in the sermon.” 
We say “Jesus Heals” and we mean “the psychological principles presented in the class will give 
you a sense of well-being.” 
We say “This is His body broken and blood shed” but we all know it’s just bread and wine - 
right? 
 

Last Christmas Eve, a friend came to me after the service. He was visibly shaken. He said, 
“Peter, tonight when I took the bread it began to…like…slowly beating in my hand…like a 
heart…a living heart.” 
That night someone else told my wife, “I heard a heartbeat at Communion.”  
My friend said, “It beat like a heart and I heard God say ‘I’m gonna burn you up.’ Is that a good 
thing?” 
 

Remember how Fire fell at Pentecost. Remember how Fire filled the Sanctuary and we are The 
Sanctuary and God is a Fire. 
 

Years ago a woman emailed me and said, “I went to take Communion…because all my friends 
did. I hadn’t asked Jesus into my life and knew that I should. I went to swallow and couldn’t 
swallow it. I left the service choking on the bread. I went out in the hallway and prayed saying, 
‘Oh Jesus – You can come in’ and then…I swallowed. That was the day I became a Christian.” 
 

My question is: 
 “Do we really want bread that disagreeable?” 
 “Do we want the Host to rise from the dead?” 

OR 
 “Do we prefer an arrangement more like A Weekend at Bernie’s?” 
A mechanized Haunted House - Rather than a House Haunted with Holy Fire? 
 

I’ve always been amazed how God will pour out His Spirit in such amazing way in various times 
and places. I’ve seen it, felt it and been a part of it. It’s always been shocking, controversial, and 
life giving. But even when the Fire Falls (I’ve noticed this), within 5 or 10 years, someone will 
find a way to make it understandable, explainable, and mechanized … dead … like the old 
Haunted House at Elitches -  Something we can control. So, we have classes on 

How to get your miracles. 
How to pray in tongues. - “Shuh bada humda … shuh bada humda.” 

It has to be something we can control but, nothing living, outside the box or off our track.  
 

If it’s a Haunted House, the Holy Ghost must be a mechanical Ghost … providing amusement - 
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minus the Fire. 
 

It was about this time last year that my pastor friend from Colorado Community Church took a 
video of this room and sent it to me ‘cause there was this weird shadow that flew across the 
north east window. I thought little of it till a new person approached me and said she saw the 
same thing. You can see the video online.1 
 

Well, Susan and I came down here one Saturday and prayed through the building. We had an 
amazing experience, which I preached about last fall. 
 

A few months ago, a friend told me “When I was a kid we came to this building. I was exploring 
in the tower. Something grabbed me and so terrified me that I’ve always been afraid to return. 
But now, I love this place.” 
A woman in the neighborhood told my wife recently, “My son used to refuse to walk by this 
building but now he loves it.” 
 

See I don’t think it’s haunted with Evil Spirits anymore - but the Holy Spirit is another matter… 
  

When I told that story last fall, attendance dropped and the number of online viewers was cut 
in half. It may have been because I’m nuts; but it may also have been because Jesus was just a 
little too alive. 
 

Remember when Jesus cast a legion of demons out of the Gadarenes Demoniac and into the 
pigs and the Demoniac sat at Jesus’ feet in peace? Do you remember what the town folks 
begged of Jesus? They begged Him to leave. He was just a little too alive…. 
 

See? A living Jesus is just a little too hard to control. So, we like to nail Him down and ironically 
Religious folks are usually the best in the business.  We turn Him into a Theology, Psychology, 
Doctrine or Program. 

… Something we can know about, but that can’t know us 
 …something dead. 

 

You know it was the Religious folks that nailed Jesus to that tree in the Garden. 
And it was Mary too…He died for her sins; Mary is all of us. 
 

Terrified of Him and trying to control Him -  
We crucified Him – that’s Sin – we crucified Him 

 He let us - that’s Grace. 
He allowed us to sin – that His Grace may abound. 
He consigned us to disobedience - in order to have mercy on all. 
He let us nail Him to a tree that we’d see… 

His heart…broken on the tree. 
Seeing that He died for us - we might dare to let Him live in us - exist in us. 
If even at first He is “Logos outcarnos,” – idea with no body – dead. 
 

“The mere idea of you – the longing here for you.” 
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And so Nicodemus, Joseph and Mary went to anoint His dead body. That’s what we preached 
about last week. I suspect that we tend to think 

 The death of Jesus on the cross is what God needed in order to love us … but it’s just the 
opposite. 

 The death of Jesus on the cross is what we needed in order to love God … in order to 
even dare to let Him live in us. 

All this week I kept thinking of two movies - two movies about the same thing - from two 
different perspectives. 

1. A Weekend at Bernie’s where people use a dead body to throw a party for themselves 
and that’s Sin. 

2. A second movie where God uses a dead body to throw a party for us - and that’s Grace. 
 

You know we all use Jesus Christ and Him crucified to get God’s stuff - that’s Sin. 
But, while God uses Jesus Christ and Him crucified to get us -  that’s Grace. 
 
That second movie is Lars and the Real Girl. The movie starts with a scene in this little town 
church in Minnesota where Lars is sitting by himself in the back, in a coat wearing gloves while 
the Pastor preaches about love. The pastor says, “Love is God in action,” but love burns Lars - I 
mean human touch actually burns Lars. 
 

Clip from movie Lars and the Real Girl 

 

Physician: So, you don’t let people touch you? Lars, isn’t that hard to get away with? 

 

Lars: No, not really here because I have all these layers and that helps. 

 

[Physician touches Lars on the forearm.] 
 

Physician: Pain? 

 

Lars:  Yeah, but I can take it. 

 

[Physician touches Lars on the neck. Lars jumps off the table appearing in extreme pain.] 

 
When Lars was born, his mother died - giving birth to Lars and Lars’ father sank into depression. 
Because of fear and shame related to that fact – that his mother died so that he might live, Lars 
is terrified of love and terrified of life. Lars lives in the garage behind his brother’s house. He 
won’t visit others and won’t let them visit. He maintains absolute control … his own little prison 
… safe as Hell. 
 
We’re all Lars and real love burns because it destroys our self-centered little kingdoms. To love 
someone is to surrender control. 
 

We all want to use Love - we want to control Love - but we don’t want to love Love.  God is 
Love. He’s far too big for us. So, God burns Love; burns Lars - until Lars meets Bianca. 
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Clip from movie Lars and the Real Girl 

 

[Lars at the back door of his brother’s house.] 
 

Lars: I have a visitor you know? 
 

Gus: Where did you meet this person? 
 

Lars: On the internet. She doesn’t speak much English. Oh yeah, well just so you know 
she’s in a wheelchair and I don’t want her to feel weird about it. And I need to ask you 
and I know it’s a really big favor. Yeah. Well, she’s just really religious and because we’re 
both young and single. It doesn’t seem right for us to stay in the garage alone. 
 

Karin: We’ll put her in the pink room. She can sleep here in the pink room. 
 

Gus and Karin: Yeah. Okay, we’ll get things ready. Okay, let’s get started. 
 

[Next scene in living room with Bianca and Lars sitting on the couch.] 
 

Lars: You know Bianca’s a missionary … or was a missionary. 

 
Bianca is an adult entertainment doll… 
Kind of like everybody in A Weekend at Bernie’s; 
Kind of like the “policeman” in the Haunted House at Elitches. 
She’s dead. But Lars pretends she’s alive; you see she is Love that he can control. 

 
The town doctor convinces everyone in town to not condemn Lars, but just love Lars in his 
delusions. She’s convinced Lars is dealing with his fear and shame over his mother’s death and 
Lars is at least loving the idea of Love - even if she’s dead Love. The town’s people get together 
to decide what to do: 
 

Clip from movie Lars and the Real Girl 
[Scene in meeting room in the church.] 
 

Man: He’s not bringing her to church now, is he Reverend Bock? 
 

Reverend Bock: [Clears his throat.] The question is, as always…What would Jesus do? 
 

[Scene in the church with the congregation singing.  Bianca is in a wheelchair in the aisle next to 
Lars. Members of the congregation turn to look at Bianca.] 
 

Reverend Bock: I would like to take the opportunity to welcome all of our new visitors to our 
church today. 
 

The question is, “What would Jesus do?” He is very God of very God, King of Kings, and Lord of 
Lords. Holy, Holy, Holy - He is the brilliant and burning Angel of Yahweh. And He lets us kill Him 
and use Him…even for our own entertainment. He descends into even our darkest delusions 
and illusions. And now we come to church each week, talk about the idea of Love and stare at 
His body broken and blood shed. 
 

As God Himself longs that we’d surrender our dark little kingdoms and let Him in … into our 
hearts - where He rises from the dead. 
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“The idea of Love.”… 
“The Logos of Love.”… 

Incarnate in our very flesh - the Body and Bride of Christ. 
 
Maybe God is making a movie called The Church and the Real Jesus  

or Mary and the Real Jesus. 
Mary had been burned by Love; she must’ve been terrified of Love. With her profession, (it was 
probably prostitution) - she had tried to control Love and then one day she met Love - she met 
Jesus and she watched Jesus die – die for her. 
 

“He emptied himself of Divinity - took the form of slave and became obedient unto death - death 
on the tree, the cross - for her.” 

 

So she loved Him and so she came to the tomb to anoint His Body broken and Blood shed. Just 
the memory of Love - “the mere idea of Love.” She loved Him.  In the absence of wealth and 
power and consuming Fire – she loved Him. 
 

So, when He rose from the dead… 
He didn’t burn … and she didn’t run from Him but to Him. 

…He is the Life that wants to jump in your cart… 
…He is the Fire that devours your old self with Love… 
…He is the Bread that we used to find so hard to swallow… 
…He is the Spirit that drives out Death and demons and longs to haunt our house - we 
are His house. 

He wants You - to want Him … to Live … in you. We let Him Love when we let our illusion of - 
our delusion - of control die. 
 

Well at the end of Lars and the Real Girl, Lars lets Bianca die.  
You see Bianca is Love that Lars can control,  
Bianca is Love nailed to a tree. 

Lars lets Bianca die. He lets the control of Love die and Love rises from the Grave, controlling 
Him … knowing Him … I’m talking A REAL GIRL. 
 

Clip from movie Lars and the Real Girl 
 

[Scene is in the church at Bianca’s funeral.] 
 

Reverend Bock: She was a lesson in courage and Bianca loves us all…especially Lars. Especially 
him. 
 

[Scene of the graveside with Lars looking at Bianca’s grave. Margo walks up and stands next to 
Lars.] 
 

Margo: I suppose we should catch up with everyone. 

 

Lars: Do you wanna take a walk? 

 

Margo: Yes. 
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That’s Margo and when she touches him, it no longer burns. 
 

Well, we were asking the question, “Why did Mary see Jesus, run from the dead?” Maybe 
1. ‘Cause she saw Him dead and so desperately wanted Him alive - she wanted Him. 
2. She wanted Him but had surrendered control of Him. She had watched Him die. 

 

This seems so ironic but it’s because we wanted Jesus that we killed Jesus. It’s how we wanted 
Him as a possession. We wanted to possess Jesus; control Jesus; own Jesus ….  
 

But Mary is going back to the Garden and back to the Tree and now Life Himself is standing at 
the base of the Tree. We take His life and it’s Death - but He gives His Life and its Grace. 

When we go back to the Tree and surrender our sin - Jesus meets us as Grace. 
When we surrender control of Love - Love begins to control us. 
When we surrender our “Knowledge of the Good” - the Good knows us and redeems us. 
When we face our fears about Love - Love rises and casts out fear. 
 

We don’t have time to finish the sermon, but let me give 2 more points so you can think about 
this and finish it in your head. 
 

Why did Mary see Jesus risen from the dead? 
1. She wanted Him. 
2. She wanted Him but had surrendered control of Him - i.e. She let Him be Lord. 
3. She didn’t despise gardeners.  

Pay attention to the Gardener, the Policeman, the teenage boy, even missionaries from Brazil - 
even though they may look like Nobody, but I bet they’re Somebody. 

 
When Jesus rises from the dead, He doesn’t look like the Pope. He looks like the gardener, like 
the people in Lars’ church, like the people in this church. They are His Sanctuary - His Temple 
and “The Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to His temple.” 
They are not God - but they are haunted with His Spirit - a haunted house. That’s why I hope 
you get to know them - like in a Community Group. They are where Jesus rises from the dead. 
Ya’ know everybody was dead in Lars’ world until Love came to the town. They were all Bianca 
and but when Love came to town, they all came to Life. 
 

4. Jesus really was the Gardener and Mary wanted to be His Garden. 
 

Jesus is the Eschatos Adam and Mary is His Bride. Remember Adam’s job? – To tend the 
Garden. Remember Adam and Eve’s job? -  To be fruitful and multiply. 
 

Song of Solomon 4:12 Solomon, Prince of Peace, says  
 

A garden locked in my sister, my bride… Awake oh North wind [That’s the Spirit.] – O south wind 
and blow upon my garden. 
And she [The Bride.] replies, “Let my beloved come into His Garden.” 

 

We are His garden. All creation is His garden and when Love comes to town; all creation 
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becomes enchanted with Life. 
 

Communion 
So on that dark night that He was betrayed, He took bread and broke it saying, “This is My 
Body, given to you.” You see we took it and He gave it – “given to you.” And in the same 
manner, after supper, He took the cup and He said, “This Cup is the New Covenant, in My Blood, 
poured out for the forgiveness of sins. Drink of it, all of you, and do it in remembrance of Me.” 
 

And so look [Peter points to the Bread and the Cup.] – it’s a body. Do you want Him to rise from 
the dead? Do you want it to be alive? Or just pretend it’s alive? You see, I think that’s a 
question we’re supposed to answer from the depths of our being; not just with our brain, 
‘cause we all know the right answer with our brain, but from the depths of our heart (with that 
automatic response) as if He were to suddenly stand before you. Would you run away? Or 
would you run to Him? 
 

Do you want Him to be alive or not be alive? For you see, we can just pretend He’s alive and do 
Programs, Theologies, Sociologies, Psychologies - and all that stuff is good stuff. I mean we can 
pretend He’s alive, but then in us – or at least to us – He’s dead or we can pray this prayer, “My 
beloved, come into your garden.” 
 

And you see, that’s a bit scary, isn’t it? And here’s part of the problem too, I don’t know exactly 
what that means:  

Sometimes the Spirit shows up and leads people into the Wilderness for forty years. 
Sometimes the Spirit shows up and they speak in tongues and other languages. 
Sometimes the Spirit shows up and they just sit quietly like Mary – pondering the Great 

Truth in the dark. 
 

I don’t know what it means … but it’s Alive … and we’ll be Alive. And so let’s pray this prayer 
together: 

And so Lord Jesus, thank you for helping us to pray this prayer. And we ask that we 
would truly pray this prayer – it’s at the end of the Bible and it’s one word in Aramaic, 
‘Maranatha … Maranatha.’  Come Lord Jesus and haunt this old house with Your Life. 
Jump into our cart and just take control of the ride ‘cuz we’re not doing a great job. My 
beloved, Lord Jesus, come into Your Garden. 

 

Benediction 
As you go, maybe you could read this tonight when you get home – homework assignment – 
Revelation, chapter 1, there’s this incredible scene. 
 

As I think I’ve told you many times, I believe John saw the Revelation before he wrote his 
Gospel; but in the first chapter of the Revelation, he’s on this island  - I mean on this Island of 
Patmos where he’s been exiled by the government. He’s out there alone. He said he was in the 
Spirit on the Lord’s Day when he heard a voice. He turned and looked at the voice and this is 
what he saw – the Word, the Idea, the Logos, but now the Logos is standing there on fire. He 
describes Him as like legs of bronze and His eyes on fire and His sword issued His mouth and His 
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face shone like the sun. It was Jesus on Fire. And then it says this - in His hand, He held 7 stars – 
that’s 7 suns, that’s a lot of Fire. And John says when he saw Him, he dropped at His feet as if 
dead. But then Jesus bent down, and with His right hand (that was the hand that was holding 
the 7 suns) He touched John and He said,  

“John – it’s Me. Fear not – it’s Me – Jesus. I am the Alpha, the Omega. I am the 
beginning and the end. I am the Way, Truth, and the Life. I have the keys of Death and 
Hades. John, fear not. “  

And He jumped in John’s cart. 
 

Every morning when you wake up, maybe you can pray this prayer.  
Jesus, come into Your Garden. 

If you keep praying that prayer – “Jesus, come into Your Garden. Come into Your Garden. Come 
into Your Garden” and one day you will see Him in His Glory, with a face shining like the sun, 
and in His hand – 7 stars – and He will touch you and it won’t burn.  
 
For you also, my Beloved, are on Fire. 
In Jesus’ name. Believe the Gospel. Amen. 
 
 
 
Disclaimer: The transcript is a compilation of Peter’s notes and the audio of the sermon with the primary 
source being Peter’s handwritten notes. As some of you may know, Peter’s handwriting is interesting to 
decipher. Therefore, please do not hesitate to contact us regarding discrepancies or concerns about the 
transcript. Some discrepancies may be minor; some may have to do with theology. Don't be shy about 
informing us of errors. Thanks, the transcriptionist. 
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Footnotes 
 

1 Sermon online (www.thesanctuarydowntown.org –Archived Sermons) – September 5, 2010: 
“Jesus in the Land of Ghosts – The Light of the World” The video begins at counter 2350 and 
ends at 2425. 


