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This is Hetty Green. She lived in a cheap boarding 

house in New York City at the turn of the century. Because 
of the high cost of food and energy, each morning she 
would eat cold, dry oatmeal. People called her a witch and 
didn’t want to be close to her. She would not pay for soap 
and clothes.  
 When her son injured his knee, she did not take him 
to a doctor. Finally, after two years, she decided to dress 
him and herself in rags in hope that the doctor would treat 
her son for free out of pity. When the doctor found out who 
she was, he kicked her out. Several years later, her child’s 
leg had to be amputated. 
 As a young woman, Hetty Green had inherited 
$18.5 million (of today’s dollars). Because she was so 
entirely responsible with that money, in 1916 when she 
died, she was worth $1.5 billion. She was the richest 
woman in America—richest, poorest, saddest, loneliest 
woman in America. 
 A few years ago, Yale professor, Robert Lane, 
published a book entitled, The Loss of Happiness in Market 
Economies. He points out that if one compares the growth 
of American GNP with the changing percentage of people 
who respond “very” when asked how “happy they are,” one 
finds that overall levels of happiness appear to decline in 
response to overall increases in wealth. 
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 On average, Americans are 10 times wealthier than 
they were in 1940. Yet, on average, in a market economy, 
studies indicate that the more you possess, the less you 
possess happiness. 
 Matthew 5:3, “Blessed, happy are the poor in spirit, 
for of them is the kingdom of heaven.” 
 Matthew 19:14, “Let the children come to me for of 
such is the kingdom of heaven.” Technically, children are 
absolutely poor and powerless—meek. “Happy are the 
meek; they shall inherit the earth.” Poor and powerless, yet 
on average, children seem to be most happy. 
 Several years ago, I went to Mozambique with 
Andrew Trawick to do evangelism. Mozambique had been 
the poorest country in the world. Everyone in this room 
today is exceedingly rich and powerful in comparison. 
  
But, poor and powerless, they responded to the gospel in 
 droves. 
They entered the kingdom in droves—it scared me, or 
 maybe my wealth and power scared me. 
It made me feel so responsible and so insecure and lonely 
 all at once. 
 
 On our last night we were having a large rally, and 
it was Andrew’s turn to preach. When we arrived, we were 
disappointed. The pastor had arranged for the Jesus movie 
to be shown in this large, partially constructed church. But 
instead of a throng of responsible adults, this church 
building was packed with a throng of mostly children… 
running, jumping, laughing, little children. 
 

You know the economy of little children 
 is very different than the market economy of most adults. 
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And so this sanctuary was truly a sanctuary, a sanctuary in 
a sea of poverty and pain… the slums of Maputo, 
Mozambique. 
 Well, Andrew adjusted his message (did a great 
job). The children responded, and we watched the Jesus 
movie. 
 At one point, I felt a tug on my pant leg. A little boy 
was standing in front of me with his hands up in the air. He 
must’ve been about three. He wanted me to pick him up. 
He didn’t know who I was, what my responsibilities and 
capabilities were; he just wanted up. I ended up holding 
him all night long (as he tugged on my beard and made 
faces).  
 I didn’t have to… I wanted to… He was a sanctuary 
for me. I missed my children; they are a sanctuary for me. 
 I come home from preaching to 1600 people 
wondering, “How did I do? What did they think? Am I 
worth my wages? Was I responsible?” And Coleman 
tackles me at the door. He doesn’t care; he loves me either 
way. It’s the economy of children. When they were little, 
they had no idea I was even a pastor. It didn’t matter; they 
just loved me. It was like their nature.  
 They couldn’t understand me and my job—yet they 
knew me better than anyone I worked with. So when they 
said, “I love you, Daddy!” it was a sanctuary of 
unconditional love, and I was happy. 
 
You know, Jesus was  
 on His way to Jerusalem to bear the wages of sin  
 for fallen humanity...  
 on His way to be measured, tried , and condemned  
 by those He came to save… 
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 on His way to Jerusalem when He stopped to hold  
 the little children. 
They had no clue that every particle in the universe was 
continually upheld by His word of power. 

They just loved Him...   
and knew Him. 

  
 I bet it was a sanctuary for Jesus. God had been 
really missing His children. It was a little taste of home, “of 
such as these consists the kingdom.” The economy of 
children must be like the economy of the kingdom. 
 Well, normally, I’m too busy for that kind of thing. 
I should be busy, but not like a businessman—like a 
beloved child. They’re busy, and they work—but they call 
it play… work without responsibility. They’re happy 
because they believe their Father will provide what they 
need. 
 Their provision isn’t dependent upon their good 
deeds. They work in love, not in fear, and they call it play. 
“Of such consists the kingdom of heaven,” says Jesus. Last 
week we began preaching on this economy of children and 
how children receive things.  
 
Incapable and irresponse-able, they must receive 
 everything by grace through faith in a person. 
 
Dependent upon relationships because they can’t be 
 dependent on themselves. 
 
So they value persons more than things. 
 
 I’m not saying they’re perfect for they want to grow 
up and not depend on anybody. And so very early, the 
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word, “Mine!” slips into their vocabulary. Responsible 
adults then say, “No, we always share.” But unless the 
adults live on a commune somewhere in the 3rd world, that 
statement, “We always share.” is the height of hypocrisy. 
 The reason we have civil governments, and police, 
and armies of lawyers, and contracts, and cash registers, 
and private property, and church stewardship campaigns is 
precisely because we’ve all become so sophisticated and 
good at saying, “Mine!”  
 In our market economy, we use people to love 
things,  rather than using things to love people. 
 But children must value people over things. They’re 
born knowing the value of relationships, but not things (not 
money). 
 That’s why parents are always saying, “Money 
doesn’t grow on trees, you know!” In a child’s economy, 
maybe it does, and I’m the tree… Dad. 
 I remember when the kids first started going to 
school. We’d give them money for lunch, but we wouldn’t  
have exact change. So we’d say, “Now listen. You’re 
gonna get some change, and you need to bring the change 
home. All right? Bring the change home.” And they’d 
never bring the change home. When we’d question them, 
we found they had gotten the change, it’s just that they 
always found some friend that wanted a cookie or pop. 
 Some other child said, “I need money,” and my 
children would say, “Well, you certainly may have this 
money.” (Just like that holy man we talked about last 
week.) They gave it away so easily because they got it so 
easily. So we’d say to the kids,  
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Stop giving our money away. That’s 
irresponsible. It’s not like money grows on 
trees.  
 
Read your Bible. It comes… well, it comes 
from the mouths of fish. (Well, never mind 
that...)  
 
What I mean is, you don’t think we just 
receive everything as a gift, like by grace, do 
ya? I mean, you don’t think all good things 
are like the fruit of some tree somewhere, do 
ya? 
 

 Imagine thinking that—imagine actually believing 
that you had a Father who really loved you for whom 
money was absolutely no problem… 
 
    ~  A father who could make money appear in the 
 mouth of a fish… 
 

    ~ Who could drop your dinner right out of the sky, 
 like manna… 
 

    ~ Who could turn water into fine wine… 
 
Who claimed to grow all good things like fruit on some 
amazing tree—reconciling and redeeming all things to 
Himself, and giving all things to us, even His very heart on 
that tree! 
 

Well, if you really believed that,  
you’d still work and sweat, but you’d call it “play.”  
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You’d drop 10 pound diamonds in a heartbeat and give 
 your lunch money away with joy. 
You’d “sell your possessions and give to the poor” 
 without fear because you’d know it was your 
 father’s good pleasure to give you His kingdom. 
You’d be a walking party… a walking, talking, banquet of 
 grace. 
 
Even if it hurt. 
Even if you got nailed to a tree. 
 
 
You’d do it for “the joy that was set before you” if you 
 believed your Father was all powerful and all 
 good. 
 

Well, obviously, no one has ever really believed that, 
except Jesus. 

 
Matthew chapter 19, verse 13: 
 

Then little children were brought to Him 
that He might put His hands on them and 
pray, but the disciples rebuked them. But 
Jesus said, “Let the little children come to 
Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is 
the kingdom of heaven [the economy of 
heaven].” And He laid His hands on them 
and departed from there. Now behold, one 
came and said to Him, “Good Teacher, 
what [good deed] good thing shall I do that I 
may have eternal life [merit eternal life]?” 
So He said to him, “Why do you call Me 
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good? No one is good but One, that is, God. 
But if you want to enter into life, keep the 
commandments.” He said to Him, “Which 
ones?” Jesus said, “‘You shall not murder,’ 
‘You shall not commit adultery,’ ‘You shall 
not steal,’ ‘You shall not bear false witness,’ 
‘Honor your father and your mother,’ and, 
‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’” 
The young man said to Him, “All these 
things I have kept from my youth. What do I 
still lack?” Jesus said to him, “If you want 
to be perfect, go, sell what you have and 
give to the poor, and you will have treasure 
in heaven; and come, follow Me.” But when 
the young man heard that saying, he went 
away sorrowful, for he had great 
possessions.  
 

 He went away sorrowful because he had great 
possessions. That’s just the opposite of what every 
advertisement in this market economy tells you day in and 
day out.  
 He went away sad because he had great 
possessions? Ktema, that’s houses, lands, estates. Well, 
they must have all been empty. 
 Mark records Jesus looking on this rich young ruler 
with love. 
 

 He pities the rich young ruler; He’s concerned for  
 him. 
 He doesn’t even seem to be worried about the  
 poor. 
 He’s already told us “Blessed, happy are the poor.” 
 (That’s Luke 6:20.) 
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(Luke 6:24) “But woe [sorrow] to you that are rich, for 
you’ve already received your consolation,” houses, land, 
estates. But they must all be empty. 
 Verse 23: 
 

Then Jesus said to His disciples, “Assuredly, 
I say to you that it is hard for a rich man to 
enter the kingdom of heaven. And again I 
say to you, it is easier for a camel to go 
through the eye of a needle than for a rich 
man to enter the kingdom of God.” When 
His disciples heard it, they were greatly 
astonished, saying, “Who then can be 
saved?” But Jesus looked at them and said 
to them, “With men this is impossible, but 
with God all things are possible.” 

 Somewhere I heard about a rich guy that actually 
paid to have a camel airlifted through a giant needle. We 
laugh at that, yet we, evangelical Christians, seem to do just 
the same thing when we work so hard to explain, “Oh, 
Jesus was just using hyperbole,” or “camel” really means 
“rope” in Greek, or the needle’s eye is a gate in the wall of 
Jerusalem. So what Jesus is really saying is, “It’s as hard 
for a rich man to enter as a camel to get through a small 
gate.” That is, “You can do it—be a rich young ruler and 
still enter the kingdom; it’s just that it will take more 
work.” More work. 
 That’s exactly what this guy wanted to hear. “What 
good deed must I do?” He had the resources for more work, 
which explains the disciples’ shock, “If this guy with all his 
good deeds and extensive resources can’t do it, who can?”  
 

Jesus says it’s impossible.  
The point is a camel can’t get himself  
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through a needle’s eye. 
 

   A camel can’t do it. 
    You can’t do it. 
     But God can do it. 
  
 Somebody once said, “It is possible to get a camel 
through a needle’s eye; it’s just extremely hard on the 
camel.” Well, that’s true. It would kill the camel—camel 
pureé. 
 
 
 The camel would have to lose it’s life, then find it. 
 It would have to die, and be regenerated—born  
 again. 
 

This guy has to cease being the rich young ruler 
and become a child, an infant. 

 
 Lots of wealthy people like being benefactors who 
give huge gifts. But if this guy gives up everything—riches, 
responsibilities, resources—he gives up his response-
ability, ability to do good (at least in his eyes). 
 And even if he did give up all his possessions, 
would it be good? Just that? “Only God is good.” 
 Anthony DeMello tells of a disciple that came to the 
master and said, “I have come to you with nothing in my 
hands.” 
 The master replied, “Then drop it at once.” 
 “But how can I drop it? It’s nothing,” said the 
disciple. 
 “Then carry it around with you,” said the master. 
“You can make a possession of your nothing, and carry 
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your renunciation around you like a trophy… Don’t drop 
your possessions, drop your ego.” 
 Verse 27: 
 

Then Peter answered and said to Him, "See, 
we have left all and followed You. 
Therefore what shall we have?" [“What do 
we get?”] 

 
 Peter left everything (he thinks). He appears to still 
have a house, a wife, and a boat, but he definitely has an 
ego. He loves being Jesus’ responsible, trustworthy, right 
hand guy, upon whom the church (houses, lands, estates) 
will be built. 
 So soon, on a Thursday night, at table he’ll say, 
“Though everyone else fall away, I’ll never fall away!” 
Why? Well, he’s the rich young ruler of the church. I 
suppose he thinks he’s like the pope or something. 
 Well, now he asks, “What shall we get?” because 
we’re best at giving things up. We’re first! 
 

So Jesus said to them, “Assuredly I say to 
you, that in the regeneration, when the Son 
of Man sits on the throne of His glory, you 
who have followed Me will also sit on twelve 
thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 
And everyone who has left houses or 
brothers or sisters or father or mother or 
wife or children or lands, for My name's 
sake, shall receive a hundredfold, and 
inherit eternal life. But many who are first 
will be last, and the last first.” 
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 “Peter, many that are first will be last.” It won’t be 
until the cock crows three times and Jesus looks at Peter 
that Peter loses his ego, his pride, his life. 
 Jesus said that night at table that Peter would be 
“sifted like wheat.” Peter would be forced through a million 
little holes the size of a needle’s eye. He dies and is reborn 
like a child—resurrected, regenerated, and recommissioned 
on the shore of the sea as Jesus says, “If you love me, feed 
my sheep.”  
 

Losing his life, he found it. 
 He receives it by grace through faith in Jesus, like  
 a child.  
 He receives the church by grace through faith in  
 Jesus, like a child. 
 
“On this rock [a sifted, reconstituted rock],  
 I, Jesus,  
  I, Jesus, 
   I, Jesus,  
    will build my church. 
 

 My name is Peter, and I’m the “rich young ruler” of 
Lookout Mountain Community Church. And we’re 
Americans, so I could preach this stuff, make you feel 
guilty as hell. Appeal to your ego and your responsibility 
and build this church. That is, get the money to pay the 
mortgage on house, land, and estate. 
 Muslims, Mormons, and the Rotary Club do that. I 
bet I could do it… raise money for a building,  
an empty building,  
 a building full of rich young rulers,  
  a building full of responsible adults. 
   a building full of closed hearts, 
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but not a building like the one in Mozambique, full of 
children. 
 Last week a good friend said to me, “Peter, you can 
make Hell for the people that are close to you.” I’m usually 
nice, but I imprison others and myself with my stress, my 
sense of responsibility, and my lack of faith in God. 
 So, I need to die to Lookout Mountain Community 
Church if I ever hope to get it back. 
 Did you know Jesus had like a budget and a bank 
account, and a guy who took charge. His name was Judas. 
Scripture says he kept the common purse. He was 
responsible. It was Judas that said, “That perfume could’ve 
been sold and given to the poor.” 
 Many historians think Judas turned Christ in 
seeking to force His hand and bring in the kingdom. That 
is, build the church. 
 Judas tried to keep the church and lost it. 
 Peter lost it, was sifted like wheat, and found it. 
 He lost his rich young rulerness and received the 
kingdom like a child, a beloved child.  
 

~ You know, a child dearly beloved will drop 10 pound 
   diamonds in a heartbeat to be with his daddy. 
 

~ He’ll give away his lunch money at the drop of a hat. 
 

~ He’ll even hang on a cross, upside down, outside of     
   Rome, just to be with the One he loves. 
 

~ Or stick with a job, even when it’s hard. 
 

“Of such as these consists the kingdom of Heaven.”  
They are the church that Jesus builds,  

and He, Himself, is the rock. 
 

Well, then what rich young ruler would ever choose to be a 
child... 
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 to be sifted like wheat, 
 or pass through the eye of the needle, 
 to choose to not trust himself  
  and fully trust another 
   even unto death? 
 
 Jesus replied, “It’s impossible for men, but all 
things are possible for God, and He looked at them.” 
 Last week we saw how Jesus is the richest, 
youngest ruler who chose to become a child,  
 emptied Himself 
 lived in perfect trust and dependence upon His  
  Father, 
 dying to give all His wealth, even the wealth of  
 God’s heart, to us… the wretched poor. 
 

Only in Jesus do we become the little children of God and 
 enter the kingdom (the economy of God). 
Only believing and receiving God’s love in Christ can we 
 begin to love like Him in return. 
Only standing at the foot of the cross and believing that 
 the richest, youngest ruler gave all for us do we 
 begin to give all for others. 
For only at the foot of the cross, only at the foot of that 
 incredible tree do we see the heart of the our 
 Father... 
  the source of all good,  
  the Way, the Truth, and the Life. 
 

The fruit of that tree—body broken and blood shed. 
 

 He gives it to us for free, for free, for free. That just 
kills us rich young rulers. So we must die and be born again 
as children. “Of such as these is the kingdom of heaven.” 



 15 

 So God has given us His son, His child, His heart. 
Now, “will He not also give as all things with Him?” wrote 
Paul. 
 Remember what Jesus just said, 

Assuredly I say to you, that in the 
regeneration, when the Son of Man sits on 
the throne of His glory, you who have 
followed Me will also sit on twelve thrones, 
judging the twelve tribes of Israel. [You will 
rule.] And everyone who has left houses or 
brothers or sisters or father or mother or 
wife or children or lands, for My name's 
sake, shall receive a hundredfold, and 
inherit everlasting life.  

  
 You will be unspeakably rich and forever young. 
 
 Houses, brothers, sisters, fathers, mother, children, 
bride… it sounds like a great party, a great banquet. It kind 
of reminds me of that sanctuary in Mozambique, a house 
chock full of happy children. 
 Well, the rich young ruler held onto his house and 
went away alone. His big old house was empty except for 
himself. That is, his house and possessions were a prison of 
sorrow. 
 

It’s no wonder that Satan hates children so. 
They receive everything by grace through faith,  

and so they’re happy. 
 
Satan wants you to hate your own childhood. 
 So you’ll be terrified of ever being your naked,  

 child self. 
 So you’ll be terrified of ever receiving the  
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 kingdom.   

 He steals our childhood through trauma and old 
wounds. Some of you may not give yourself freely because 
your protection has become “being a rich young ruler.”  
 Control is your fig leaf.  
 Control—so you don’t really give, you manipulate. 
You come to church, “pay your dues,” but keep going away 
sad and lonely. Jesus wants you to surrender control, your 
“rich young rulerness,” and see that He’s thoroughly in 
love with the poor and powerless, vulnerable little child 
you. 
 Satan steals our childhood through trauma and 
through treasure. 
The most miserable children are those that think they’re 
 rich young rulers. 
The most miserable children are the ones allowed to be in 
 control. 
The most miserable children are spoiled children. 
 The ones that pretend they’re not children, and so  
 they learn to love things and use people. 
 They believe they’re in charge, and they’re all that  
 matters, and so everything else dies. 
 

A million toys and no friends. 
Like 1.5 billion dollars, and no love, no life. 

 

Like Hetty Green, richest, poorest, saddest woman in 
America. 
 Jesus said, “Woe [sadness] to you that are rich now 
for you have received your consolation.” That is, you get 
what you wanted and what you wanted was hell. 
 C.S. Lewis described hell as a place where you get 
whatever you want, but you are incapable of wanting 
what’s good. 
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 And Jesus said to the rich young ruler, “Only God is 
good.” 
 Do you want God? He is love. He is in the people 
around you. His kingdom is at hand. But you must enter it 
like a child—for He cannot be bought. 
 I’m trying not to be concerned about the 
institutional church this morning—that is, the budget, the 
building, staff salaries, ministry programs. I’m a rich young 
ruler, and I have to surrender all that, “seek first His 
kingdom, and the rest will be added.”  
 I’m trying not to be concerned about the budget, but 
I do feel called to be concerned about you and me, the way 
Jesus was concerned about that rich young man He loved 
so very much.  
♦ Buildings and institutions come and go, but God made 

you to be eternal. 
♦ God’s not short of money; He’s short of children that 

trust He’s good. 
♦ Jesus didn’t die to get your money; He died to get your 

heart. 
♦ He doesn’t want your money; He just wants you to drop 

it,  
 so you’ll begin to follow,  
  begin to trust, 
   begin to love,  

begin to live in the kingdom  
   that even now is all around  

you. 
 Children of God, you must surrender all your 
possessions and follow Him. You are a steward of His 
stuff. I don’t know what He’ll have you do with His stuff, 
but you must surrender all your possessions… houses, 
brothers, sisters, mothers, children, wife, land… and in the 
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regeneration, the recreation, the new birth, you’ll get them 
back a hundred fold. Not empty, but full of eternal life. 
 Mark records Jesus saying that we receive the 
hundred fold in “this time.” Jesus did say, “The kingdom is 
at hand.” Jesus has already begun to reign, and the 
regeneration has already happened in the hearts of them 
that believe. It will be consummated in glory, but it’s here, 
by faith in grace, now... houses full of brothers, sisters, 
children, mothers, fathers, bride, even the land. Paul wrote 
we live “as having nothing, yet possessing everything.” 
How strange. 
 As I stood in that  half finished church building in 
the slums of Mozambique (a huge building and very well 
constructed), as I stood there, I wondered where on earth 
they got the money. As I looked around holding my 
Mozambican buddy, I noticed this old man that acted 
awfully young. He was always laughing, always hugging, 
and he had children all over him. I had one… he had a 
tribe. He exuded joy and didn’t look Mozambican.  
 I thought, “How strange!”  
 Later, I saw him talking to my friend and our 
translator, Ken Flurry. In the van that night, Ken fought 
back tears as he told us who this guy was. He was a 
Brazilian from over the sea. He’d been a very wealthy and 
successful businessman but told Ken that night, “I had 
wasted my life; I was sad and lonely.” He told Ken how 
Jesus got a hold of his heart, and so he liquidated his assets 
and through this pastor’s help, decided to build this church 
building in the slums of Maputo, Mozambique. 
 Now he comes to Mozambique—not because he has 
to, like it’s a responsibility—but because he wants to. 
That’s where he has houses full of brothers, sisters, 
children, mothers, fathers, bride, the land, the Israel of God. 
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All they have is his, and all he has is theirs, one hundred 
times more. Regenerated possessions, full of life (a house 
full of children), and he is happy. 

 

He doesn’t go away sad. 
 

 I then realized why he looked so strange… in a 
world of children trying to be rich young rulers, he was a 
rich young ruler who became a child. 
 Look around at this building (it’s huge and well 
constructed). It’s full of children but also sorrow, for the 
children tend to think they’re rich young rulers. 
 We think we’ve been paying for this building. We 
think we’re ultimately responsible, and it fills us with pride, 
insecurity, loneliness, and fear. 
 The truth is that everything we have, and every 
breath we take, and every good decision we make has been 
given to us at great expense by a wealthy benefactor from 
over the sea (the sea of glass and fire). His name is Jesus. 
He’s in us and among us, waiting to love and be loved.  
 If we believe His goodness and receive His grace, 
we will be His sanctuary on earth and forever. 
 And so, on the night He was abandoned and 
betrayed, He paid. He took the bread, and He broke it 
saying, “This is my body, given for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.” And in the same way after supper, 
He took the cup, and He said, “This is the cup of the new 
covenant in my blood, shed for the forgiveness of sins. 
Drink of it, all of you, in remembrance of me. I will not 
drink again of the fruit of the vine until I drink it new with 
you in my Father’s kingdom.” And He said, “Behold the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand.” Ooh, maybe we can drink it 
with Him even here, even now. And so, if you want Him, 
He’s free.  
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 We invite you to come to the table by faith, ingest 
life and all things with Him, the fruit of this amazing tree, 
the tree of life, eternal life. And you will be forever young. 
Amen. 
 
 

***** 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

[Forever Young  
with revised lyrics by Danny Byram] 
 

So it’s easy to be thinkin’ 
This life is never fair. 
To have and to hold, 
To be first, to be somewhere 
 

But the riches of this life will flee, 
Climb up here, sit next to me 
Forever young. 
 

May good fortune be a thing  
That slips right through your hand. 
As I pass it through you,  
Only then will you understand. 
 

That my joy is never far away, 
Give yourself and you will stay 
Forever young. 
 

When you enter into glory, 
I’ll know you served me well 
When you fed me, clothed me,  
Came to me in jail. 
 



 21 

On this side, come follow me. 
By my side, you’ll always be  
Forever young 
Forever young. 

 

***** 
 

 Hallelujah! Pull out your giving cards. Open up the 
doors, but close the doors at the back of the sanctuary.  
 We are stewards, you know. Today we’re handing 
in these giving cards. They’re not pledge cards because we 
know that you can’t make a promise. You don’t know 
whether the bomb might drop tomorrow, and you might 
lose your job. It’s simply your plan for giving for 2005. 
 You plan your income; you plan your expenses, and 
as a church it helps us plan our income and expenses as 
well. 
 Everything you have belongs to the Lord. In other 
words, you’re a steward if you’re a believer. And, if this is 
your church, the way I see it, then, you have two options 
for not going away sad.  
1. Divest yourself of Lookout Mountain Community 

Church, and invest yourself in some other church that 
you believe in, where you can give yourself away and 
live in the economy of the kingdom. And, you know, 
that happens sometimes, where institutions and 
buildings and places just close down and that will 
happen one day here. I don’t think it’s now though. But 
that’s your first choice, divest yourself of LMCC. 

2. Invest yourself in LMCC. I’ve asked you to pray about 
that, and if you’re like me, I imagine that many of you 
did not because you were afraid that God might answer 
your prayer. But God is good, and you don’t need to be 
afraid. And so, we’re going to pray here in just a 
minute.  
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 You know, in the book of Acts they gave up 
everything and shared everything in common. Zacheus 
gave up 50% and gave to the poor. Jesus talked about this 
widow that He saw with His disciples that put just a penny 
in the temple coffers, and He said, “Behold, she gave more 
than all the rest.”  
 So I don’t know exactly what God wants you to 
give, but whatever it is... it’s good. So,  if you would, just 
pray with me a second. You can bow your head, close your 
eyes or whatever you do when you pray, and repeat these 
words silently in your heart after me, “Lord Jesus, do you 
want Lookout Mountain Community Church to be here on 
the side of the road, offering a banquet of grace, where the 
world drives by?”  
 If yes, then pray this, “Lord Jesus, how much of 
your money do you want me to allocate to the ministries of 
Lookout Mountain Community Church?”  
 Now God speaks to us all differently, only maybe 
once or twice in my life have I really actually heard like a 
word or a voice in my head or a sentence. I think most of 
the time He speaks through my mind; He speaks through 
our hearts, through the circumstances that we’re in. But 
trust Him, and write down a number on your card (or 
maybe you already wrote it down). But write it down in 
joy, write down a number. 
 The day before yesterday, I woke up with this 
thought in my mind, this picture. It has to do with the fact 
that sometimes children have a hard time creating, they 
have a hard time painting, and so we give them these paint 
by number sets. I think what we’re doing is we’re painting 
by numbers. 
 Some of you may have small numbers. Some of you 
may have large numbers. But they’re all to help you give 
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your heart. “For where your treasure is there will your heart 
be also.”  
 I think that’s why there are specific needs in this 
world that require a certain number of dollars because God 
is letting His children help paint. He’s letting them help 
paint the new creation. 
 The numbers are a tool, but, you see, it’s painted 
with the colors from your heart. And so in a moment, we’re 
gonna come forward and lay these giving cards up here on 
the stage. So come forward and offer your giving card, but 
whatever you do, dedicate your heart. 
 If you’re new with us this morning, feel free to fake 
it; we totally understand. But whatever you do, offer your 
heart and offer it with joy, and leave the doors shut until the 
end of the song, okay? But give because Jesus has given 
absolutely everything to you, and He’s good. Amen. 

 
***** 

 
 In the name of Jesus, may you not go away sad. 
Amen. 
 
 

***** 
 
 

Relevant Texts and Quotations (from bulletin) 
From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, “Repent, for 
the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 

Matthew 4:17 
 

Blessed [happy] are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. Blessed  [happy] are those who mourn, 
for they shall be comforted. Blessed  [happy] are the meek, 
for they shall inherit the earth.  
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Matthew 5:3-5 
 
In all things I have shown you that by so toiling one must help the 
weak, remembering the words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, “It is 
more blessed [happy] to give than to receive.” 

Acts 20:35 
 

And he lifted up his eyes on his disciples, and said: “Blessed [happy] 
are you poor, for yours is the kingdom of God… “But woe [sorrow] to 
you that are rich, for you have received your consolation.” 

Luke 6:20, 24 
 
 
Then little children were brought to Him that He might put His hands 
on them and pray, but the disciples rebuked them. But Jesus said, “Let 
the little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the 
kingdom of heaven.” And He laid His hands on them and departed from 
there. Now behold, one came and said to Him, “Good Teacher, what 
good thing shall I do that I may have eternal life?” So He said to him, 
“Why do you call Me good? No one is good but One, that is, God. But 
if you want to enter into life, keep the commandments.” He said to 
Him, “Which ones?” Jesus said, “‘You shall not murder,’ ‘You shall 
not commit adultery,’ ‘You shall not steal,’ ‘You shall not bear false 
witness,’ ‘Honor your father and your mother,’ and, ‘You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself.’” The young man said to Him, “All these 
things I have kept from my youth. What do I still lack?” Jesus said to 
him, “If you want to be perfect, go, sell what you have and give to the 
poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.” But 
when the young man heard that saying, he went away sorrowful, for he 
had great possessions.  

Matthew 19:13-22 
 
 
There are times when I feel absolutely empty; an empty shell; a thing 
without substance, with nothing in me to support me I feel so lonely 
and miserable. Each time I go to Europe and America, I am struck by 
the unhappiness of so many people living in those rich countries; so 
many broken homes; children not looked after by their parents. Their 
first duty is to work among their own people, bring together separated 
couples, build good homes where the children may receive their 
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parents' love. They have material wealth; they lack spiritual values. 
Money? I never give it a thought. It always comes. We do all our work 
for our Lord; he must look after us. If he wants something to be done, 
he must give us the means. If he does not provide us with the means, 
then it shows that he does not want that particular work. I forget about 
it. 

Mother Teresa 
 

The sleep of a laboring man is sweet, 
Whether he eats little or much; 

But the abundance of the rich will not permit him to sleep. 
Ecclesiastes 5:12 

 
Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you 
the kingdom. Sell your possessions, and give alms; provide yourselves 
with purses that do not grow old, with a treasure in the heavens that 
does not fail, where no thief approaches and no moth destroys. For 
where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. 

Luke 12:32-34 
 
All of us, if we really want to know the meaning of conversion and of 
faith and confidence in another, must become poor, or at least make the 
cause of the poor our own inner motivation. That is when one begins to 
experience faith and conversion: when one has the heart of the poor, 
when one knows that financial capital, political influence, and power 
are worthless, and that without God we are nothing. To feel that need of 
God is faith and conversion. 

Oscar Romero, The Violence of Love 
 
There is great gain in godliness with contentment; for we brought 
nothing into the world, and we cannot take anything out of the world; 
but if we have food and clothing, with these we shall be content. But 
those who desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a snare, into many 
senseless and hurtful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction. 
For the love of money is the root of all evils; it is through this craving 
that some have wandered away from the faith and pierced their hearts 
with many pangs.  

1 Timothy 6:6-10 
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Then Jesus said to His disciples, "Assuredly, I say to you that it is hard 
for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven. And again I say to you, 
it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich 
man to enter the kingdom of God." When His disciples heard it, they 
were greatly astonished, saying, "Who then can be saved?" But Jesus 
looked at them and said to them, "With men this is impossible, but with 
God all things are possible." Then Peter answered and said to Him, 
"See, we have left all and followed You. Therefore what shall we 
have?" So Jesus said to them, "Assuredly I say to you, that in the 
regeneration, when the Son of Man sits on the throne of His glory, you 
who have followed Me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the 
twelve tribes of Israel. And everyone who has left houses or brothers or 
sisters or father or mother or wife or children or lands, for My name's 
sake, shall receive a hundredfold, and inherit eternal life. But many who 
are first will be last, and the last first. 

Matthew 19:23-30 
 
Mary then took a pound of very costly perfume of pure nard, and 
anointed the feet of Jesus and wiped His feet with her hair; and the 
house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. But Judas Iscariot, 
one of His disciples, who was intending to betray Him, said,  
“Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii and given to 
poor people?” Now he said this, not because he was concerned about 
the poor, but because he was a thief, and as he had the money box, he 
used to pilfer what was put into it. Therefore Jesus said, “Let her alone, 
so that she may keep it for the day of My burial. For you always have 
the poor with you, but you do not always have Me.” 

John 12:3-8 
 

You are those who have continued with me in my trials; 

and I assign to you, as my Father assigned to me, a 
kingdom, that you may eat and drink at my table in my 
kingdom, and sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of 
Israel. Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded to have you, 
that he might sift you like wheat, but I have prayed for you 
that your faith may not fail; and when you have turned 
again, strengthen your brethren. 
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Luke 22:28-32 
 
Disciple: “I have come to you with nothing in my hands.” 
Master: “Then drop it at once!” 
Disciple: “But how can I drop it? It is nothing.” 
Master: “Then carry it around with you! You can make a possession of 
your nothing. And carry your renunciation around you like a trophy… 
Drop your ego.” 

Anthony DeMello 
 
And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, 
and the powers of death shall not prevail against it. 

Matthew 16:18 
 

Unless the LORD builds the house, 
those who build it labor in vain. 

Psalm 127:1a 
 
So Jesus answered and said, “Assuredly, I say to you, there is no one 
who has left house or brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife or 
children or lands, for My sake and the gospel's, who shall not receive a 
hundredfold now in this time--houses and brothers and sisters and 
mothers and children and lands, with persecutions--and in the age to 
come, eternal life. But many who are first will be last, and the last 
first.” 

Mark 10:29-31 
 
And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of unrighteous 
mammon, so that when it fails they may receive you into the eternal 
habitations. 

Luke 16:9 
 
From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom 
of heaven is at hand.” 

Matthew 4:17 
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