
1 
 

Disclaimer: The following document is a draft and has not been edited by the author. Therefore, there 
may be discrepancies. Some discrepancies may be minor; some may have to do with theology. When in 
doubt please refer to the audio version of the sermon on this website and don't be shy about informing 
us of errors. 

 
The Judgment 

[John 12] 
Peter Hiett @ The Sanctuary Downtown 

January 23, 2011 
 

Suppose for a moment that in a flash of insight, you suddenly realized: 
  
  You had made a complete mess of your life. 
  All your motives were corrupt. 
  You had made yourself an enemy of God. 
  And you were guilty as hell. 
 
Would you run to God, or run away from God? 
Would you seek God or hide from God? 
 
Genesis 3:7 – “Then their eyes were opened and they hid from God.” 
 
When you make a choice, and then realize that choice is evil… what’s your next choice? 
Is it to make more choices, trying to fix the bad choice? 
… to make more judgments, trying to fix the bad judgment? 
… to hide it from God’s Judgment? 
 
When you realize your life is a mess, what’s the first thing you wish for? 
Judgment Day? 
 
Grace, maybe. 
Judgment?  Never. 
 
Swiss philosopher Max Picard wrote: 
 “A man lives, and living he flees.  To live and flee are one.” 
 
We flee from God, and all our days prepare for the day he catches us:  Judgment Day. 
 
We live like this:   
 
Video clip – Time Bandits 
[Several small people are shown running from a supreme being in fear. The Supreme Being is warning 
them but they ignore him. A wall breaks as he approaches them and they fall down, down, down into 
darkness.] 
 
That’s Kevin and the Six Dwarves in the movie Time Bandits. 
They’re running from the Supreme Being, because they stole a map and now realize it was a very bad 
judgment. 
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Yet the map is a map to the space-time continuum, and so using the map, they run through space and time, 
trying to hide from God’s judgment. 
 
They stole the map to make themselves like God. 
They stole the map so they could judge the way. 
They stole the map, like “knowledge of good and evil,” hanging from a tree. 
They stole the map, and now they’re lost… lost and running from the judgment of God… using His map. 
 
Maybe we’re all running from the judgment of God, and even using the very knowledge of good and evil 
that we have stolen in order to do so. 
 
So what is the judgment of God? 
When is the judgment of God? 
And where is the judgment of God? 
 
Well, the Bible is packed with descriptions of judgment. 
Here are just a few that stand out:  
 

 
 
1.In the Garden, God said, “The day you eat of it, you will surely die.” 

They ate, and now we all die and run from death. 
“The day you eat, you will die.”   
That was the 6th day… I guess that day is Judgment Day… a Friday. 

 
2. And judgment is a flood.   

You remember that story:  God floods the world, and saves Noah and 7 others in an ark. 
 
3. A little later in Genesis, He floods Sodom with Fire… Eternal Fire. 

Literally, “Fire of the Age… God’s Age.”   
Scripture tells us that one day, the whole earth will be flooded with fire. 
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4. Perhaps one of the most terrifying texts in all Scripture is Isaiah 66:24 – 
“And they shall go out and look on the dead bodies of the men who have rebelled against me.  For their 
worm shall not die, and their fire shall not be quenched.” 

And who are the men who have rebelled? 
Read Isaiah.  It’s all men.  
In Adam, all die. 

 
But you know, Jesus tells some of the most terrifying stories of Judgment. 
 
5. In Matthew 25:31, Jesus says, “When the Son of Man comes in His glory (what is His glory?) … the He’ll sit   
    on His glorious throne (where’s His throne?) … and before Him will be gathered all the nations, and He  
    will separate them like sheep and goats... the sheep into eternal life, and the goats into eternal fire. 
 
6. The Revelation is full of pictures of Judgment:  Bowls of wrath, the Lake of Fire… 
    And in chapter 20, a Great White Throne, and the dead are judged, each one according to what they had  
    done. 
 
7. And judgment is profoundly severe. 
     Listen to 1 Corinthians 6:9-11: 

Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the Kingdom of God?  Don’t be deceived: neither 
the sexually immoral, nor idolators, nor adulterers, nor men who practice homosexuality, nor thieves, 
nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will inherit the Kingdom of God. 

 
Wow.   
You know, people make a big deal out of the “homosexual thing.” 
But Paul also said, “revilers.”  Those are people who revile and look down on other people. 
Paul also said “greedy.”  I’m an American.  I doubt I even know anyone that isn’t greedy. 
 
Let’s be perfectly honest… we’re all on that list. 
And Judgment is chasing us. 
And so we wonder:  
 Where is Judgment? 
 And when is Judgment? 
 
I mean, wouldn’t you like a Map of Judgment?   
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Check it out. 
This is a Map of the End Times… a map of the Judgment. 
I got it with some book I was reading when I was writing on the Revelation. 
 
It’s kind of like “Knowledge of good and evil,” to help you prepare for Judgment and navigate Judgment. 
It helps you judge God’s Judgment. 
This isn’t the Word of God… but people took pieces of the Word to make this map. 
 
According to the Map, there are several judgments: 
 
 1.    Here’s one.  Some get “raptured” and some don’t. 
       They’re judged by whether or not they, like, said the “Sinner’s Prayer.” 
 
2.    Here’s another couple judgments. 
       These guys get the Lake of Fire, because they let someone tattoo a mark on their hand or      
       forehead. 
 
3.    And here’s another judgment… the sheep and goats. 
       These folks are judge by what they did to the “last and least.” 
 
But check this out… if you say the “Sinner’s Prayer,” you don’t have to worry about how you treat the last 
and least of these, because you will have been raptured before this judgment. 
 
However, I think this map shows “the last and least of these, his brethren,” are ethnic Jews… and so just to 
be safe, you ought to support the government of Israel and be really nice to people with Semitic ancestry… 
because some people will be judged by how they treat Jews. 
 
4.   And here’s one more judgment. 
      The Great White Throne Judgment, where you’ll be judged by whether or not someone wrote your name  
      in a book. 
 
Well, some people think this map is The Way… the way to navigate God’s Judgments. 
But what is God’s Judgment?   
What is Justice? 
 
I’ve assumed or been told that justice is “getting what you deserve.” 
And my experience is that we really like the idea of judgment, when we’re talking about our enemies or 
people who hurt us.  Because who wants to live in a world where evil goes unchecked?  We all long for 
judgment. 
 
Learning that her husband betrayed her, Vera Czernak jumped out of her 3rd story window in Prague.   
She survived, for she landed on her husband… who was killed. 
Justice! 
 
In August of 1991, a thief tried to siphon gas from Dennis Quigley’s motor home.  The thief was found 
curled up in a ball, vomiting violently.  Intending to suck the contents of the gas tank out through a hose, the 
thief accidently put the hose in the wrong tank, and suck up the contents of the sewage tank instead. 
 
Judgment! 
We LOVE stories like that! 



5 
 

For we think that people should get what they deserve… that’s justice! 
We love stories like that … until we starting thinking about what it is that we deserve. 
 
Then we don’t like judgment so much, and we start talking about Grace. 
We say, “Justice is getting what you deserve, and Grace is not getting what you deserve.” 
 
So we like to say, “God is gracious and God is just.” 
And by that, we mean: 
 God makes sure you get what you deserve.  (He’s just.) 
 AND God makes sure you don’t get what you deserve.  (He’s gracious.) 
 
So, God is one thing… and the exact opposite of that thing. 
 
And so my old crowd told me that I had to confess that some are saved, “to the praise of God’s glorious 
grace,” 
and some are hopelessly damned, “to the praise of God’s glorious justice.” 
So God’s glory is to be grace to some and judgment to others. 
 
And yet, to preach the Good News – the Gospel – is to say: 
   
“Have faith that God forgives you, for He loves you thoroughly and unconditionally… 
   
       OR 
 
Be cast into endless torment, because He refuses to forgive you, for God created you to demonstrate the 
glory of His judgment. 
 
Trust His grace… OR ELSE. 
 
For God is grace, and just the opposite of grace. 
God is just, but just the opposite of just. 
God is love, but also the opposite of love.” 
 
No wonder we run from God’s judgment! 
He sounds mentally ill. 
 
Well maybe He’s not mentally ill… maybe we’re mentally ill. 
Maybe He’s not divided, but we’re divided. 
Maybe His judgment is sound and solid and true. 
What is God’s judgment? 
 
Well, if anyone ever knew the Judgment of God, I would think it would be John, whom Jesus nicknamed, 
“Son of Thunder.”   
It was John who received the Revelation on the Island of Patmos. 
It was John who wrote so thoroughly about judgment. 
It was John who wrote “God is Love,” and called himself, “the Beloved.” 
 
It’s like he discovered that all the thunder is the thunder of Love. 
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[Gospel of John, Chapter 12] 
Our text for the day.   
Jesus has just entered Jerusalem, five days before His crucifixion. 
 
And Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.  Truly, truly, I say to you, 
unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.  
Whoever loves his life loses it and whoever hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life.  If anyone 
serves me, he must follow me; and where I am, there will my servant be also.  If anyone serves me, the Father 
will honor him.” 
 
“The hour has come to be glorified…” 
Time for glory… and this is some weird glory. 
Death? 
 
In the Revelation, there is a slaughtered lamb on the throne, and all creation – every creature – praises Him.  
In John’s Gospel, Jesus is lifted up to glory on His cross.  He is enthroned on His cross, the tree. 
 
“Now is my soul troubled.  And what shall I say?  ‘Father, save me from this hour?’  But for this purpose I have 
come to this hour.  Father, glorify your name.”  Then a voice came from heaven: “I have glorified it, and I will 
glorify it again.”  The crowd that stood there and heart it said that it had thundered.  Others said, “An angel 
has spoken to him.” 
 
Did you get that? 
There was one Word, one Voice, one sound… and some said it was thunder, and some said it was a message. 
So they thought they judged the Word, but the Word judged them. 
There were not 2 words.  There was 1 word and 2 opinions. 
 
Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not mine.  Now is the judgment of this world; now will the 
ruler of this world be cast out.  And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.”  He 
said this to show by what kind of death he was going to die.  So the crowd answered him, “We have heard from 
the Law that the Christ remains forever.  How can you say that the Son of Man must be lifted up?  Who is this 
Son of Man?”  So Jesus said to them, “The light is among you for a little while longer.  Walk while you have the 
light, lest darkness overtake you.  The one who walks in the darkness does not know where he is going.  While 
you have the light, believe in the light, that you may become sons of light.” 
 
What is the Judgment? 
Where is the Judgment? 
And when is the Judgment? 
 
John 12:31-32:  “Now is the judgment of this world.  Now will the ruler of this world be cast out, and I, 
when I am lifted from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” 
 
Transliterated, it reads, “NOW Judgment is.” 
Translators usually supply the article, “the,” because John often doesn’t include the article. 
But He does in John 3:19, where Jesus says, “This is the Judgment – the Light has come into the world… and 
men loved darkness rather than Light.” 
 
Jesus is the Light, and He is glorified – He is revealed – upon His cross. 
John makes it clear: Jesus is the Judgment, and we meet Him at His cross. 
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So there is One Judgment, and God is not divided. 
So maybe Judgment and Grace are not opposite things, but two sides of one thing… named Jesus. 
Jesus means, “God is Salvation.” 
 
Maybe God is not two, but One. 
Maybe God is One, and we’re two. 
Maybe God doesn’t change, but we do change. 
 
So if we judge God, we’ll think He changes. But He doesn’t change. 
His name is “I AM that I AM.” 
Hebrews 13:8 – “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.” 
 
Check out this picture.   
 

 
 
How many think the wheels are turning? 
How about this one?   
 

 
Is it moving? 
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How about this one?   
 

 
 
Or this one?  
 

  
 
Isn’t it weird?  It turns out that nothing is moving in any of those pictures.   
All of the movement is in your mind. 
They use those pictures to measure stress in observers.   
The more your brain moves, the more you think the picture moves. 
 
So you think you’re judging the picture, and the picture is judging you. 
 
 
 
How about the picture below?   
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Someone said, “We don’t judge great art.  It judges us.” 
Do we judge this picture, or does this picture judge us? 
 
Remember when this movie came out? 
Some reviewed it as the “Best Movie Ever.” 
Some reviewed it as the “Worst.” 
 
Ted Koppel wrote, “Watching The Passion of the Christ is like taking a Rorschach test.” 
Of course it is. 
 
See, you can think what you want about Mel Gibson, and his movie making. 
But Scripture reveals that The Passion of the Christ is the revelation of God’s Judgment: 
You don’t judge it … it judges you. 
It may burn you like fire or comfort you like sweet wine … or maybe both, in time. 
 
But the Judgment is one, and it cuts you in two. 
“This is the Judgment.” 
“Now is the Judgment.” 
“THE Judgment.” 
That means there is ONE Judgment, and all those other judgments are descriptions of this Judgment. 
 
John 12:31-32 has haunted every sermon I’ve preached for 15 years.  Ever since I first preached these verse 
15 years ago, I’ve asked, “How can each judgment be that judgment?” 
 
Ben will post some of those old sermons on the website along with this sermon, so you can check it out: 
Each judgment is this Judgment. 
 
I don’t think we can entirely understand that, but we can begin to see that 
“Jesus Christ and Him Crucified is the Judgment of God.” 
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1. That tree in the middle of the Garden… described as 2, and described as 1. 
“Knowledge of Good and Evil” … fruit that kills us when we steal it, but life when we receive it by Grace.  
That tree is the Cross, where we lose our life and find it. 
We die and live. 
 
2. That Ark that carries us through the flood is Christ, and Peter tells us that that ark descends into the 
depths to preach to those who missed it the first time around. 
 
3. That Fire on Sodom was God’s presence on Sodom. 
At the Cross, our flesh is cut off and destroyed by Fire, and Christ’s Spirit is given as Grace. 
It falls as Fire on the Disciples at Pentecost… and check it out… Ezekiel 16: Sodeom will be made new. 
  
4. In Isaiah 66:24, who goes out to look on the dead bodies of the men who have rebelled against Him?  ALL 
FLESH.  That means all people walk out of the New Jerusalem in new bodies and see their old bodies dead 
and being destroyed in Gehenna. At the cross, your old body is cut off and annihilated, and God gives you 
His Body… the Body of Christ.  “As in Adam all die, so in Christ will all be made alive,” says the Scriptures. 
 
5. In Matthew 25, Jesus (The Word) speaks from His throne, cutting each of us in two… that which loves and 
that which does not love.  Love is of God.  Love is the Spotless Lamb in each of us.  That which doesn’t love 
is evil and must be destroyed by fire.  It’s carried there by the sin offering … or scapegoat.   
In Matthew 25, Jesus is speaking at the temple at Passover.  He is the perfect offering to God, and perfect 
sacrifice for our sin.  He is Spotless Lamb and Scapegoat.  He is God’s Judgment and My Savior. 
 
6. In the Revelation, it’s His Blood, poured out in those bowls.  That’s why all nations praise Him for His 
Judgments in Revelation 15:4.  And with His blood, our names are written in His book (The Lamb’s Book), 
while all evil is cast into the Lake of Fire.  And our God is the Consuming Fire. 
 
7. 1 Corinthians 6 – Paul writes, “No sexually immoral, greedy, reviler… will inherit the Kingdom of God.”  
But then he writes, “And such were some of you.” 



11 
 

See what Paul’s saying?  It’s not that you won’t be saved, but when you are saved, you won’t have that same 
old heart.  Judgment is heart surgery.  So you won’t want to be greedy, slander your neighbor, or consume 
another in lust.  You will love Love. 
 
So what are the End Times?  Well, to be perfectly technical, the End Times are anytime you surrender to 
The End… and Jesus is The End.  Revelation 20:13, He says, “I AM the Beginning and the End.”  The End. 
 
Time as we know it will come to an end for all creation. 
Yet, time comes to an end for you when you fully surrender to Him. 
Knowing Him is eternal life. 
 
Jesus just said it: “Now is the Judgment of this world.” 
And Jesus said, “I AM the Light of this world.” 
 
We think we judge light (particle or wave), but Light is the Judgment. 
Physicists say that all time is relative to the speed of light. 
So at the speed of light, time is no more. 
Physicists tell us that a photon of light is eternal.  All moments are present to it in an eternal now. 
 
Now is the point at which eternity touches time. 
Now is the point where decisions are made. 
Now is the “Day of Salvation,” writes Paul. 
Now is “The Judgment,” says Jesus. 
Now you can know Christ and Judgment and Salvation, Beginning and End…  
He is the meaning of all things. 
 
Now, I can know a person. 
There are 2 ways to navigate:  
I can use a map and make my own decisions, or I can know a person, and trust their judgment. 
Fallen humanity thinks a nap is the way, but Jesus said, “I AM the Way.” 
He is the Judgment of God with us. 
 
In John 5:24, Jesus says, “He who hears my word and believes Him who sent me has eternal life.  He does 
not come into Judgment, but has passed from death to life.” 
He doesn’t come in Judgment, because He’s already in Jesus, and Jesus is God’s Judgment. 
 
Jesus is the Judgment, Jesus is the Light, and Jesus is Life. 
Jesus is the Reason; Jesus is the Beginning and the End. 
Jesus surrounds us on all sides. 
To flee judgment is to hide from Jesus… it is to hide from Life, in the dark, trapped in chaos, trapped in time, 
in the depths of this earth… Sheol. 
 
To flee from the Judgment is to flee from Jesus, the Light, and trap yourself in outer darkness… for you have 
judged that God’s judgment is bad, when in fact, it is the very definition of Good. 
He stretches out time so long and space so deep, just so you can see how good, how glorious is “Jesus Christ 
and Him Crucified,” the Love of God for You… Judgment. 
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Sure it burns. 
 It burns away the darkness. 
Sure it cuts. 
 It cuts away the flesh. 
Sure it destroys. 
 It annihilates the old prison that was you. 
 
If you resist it, it’s utterly terrifying, but if you surrender, it’s the Way…  
It’s Home… your Home. 
So, the Judgment is One, the Judgment is Jesus Christ and Him Crucified, and the Judgment is glorious. 
I can’t even begin to express its splendor. 
The Judgment is inscrutable and unsearchable. 
 
In Romans 11, Paul writes, “For God has consigned all to disobedience, that He may have mercy on all.  Oh, 
the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God!  How unsearchable are His judgments, and 
inscrutable His ways!” 
 
You can’t understand or comprehend all God’s Judgment, and yet you can know God’s Judgment… you can 
know Jesus.  And His judgment of you already happened at the cross.   
 
You can’t comprehend God’s Judgment, but you can trust God’s Judgment, and surrender to God’s Judgment.   
For His name is Jesus, and He is revealed at the Cross.   
God’s opinion of you is “Jesus Christ and Him Crucified.” 
How could He judge you more valuable than that? 
 
God’s Judgment is Grace. 
God’s Judgment is Love at any cost. 
God’s Judgment is Jesus, and we are being made in His image. 
God’s Judgment is His Decision… His choice. 
And you’ll know you’ve surrendered when His choice is your choice, obedience from the heart. 
 
God’s Judgment is His Word, so God’s Judgment is reality. 
God’s Judgment creates all things, including you. 
So to hide from His Judgment is to hide from yourself… your true self. 
It’s to hide from Eternal Life in you. 
 
John 12:50 – “God’s commandment is Eternal Life,” says Jesus. 
His commandment is His decision, which is His Judgment which is His Word, with which He creates all 
things, including you. 
He cries, “It is finished,” from His throne. 
He creates all things. 
 
So think about it. 
How could Judgment be “getting what you deserve,” when God makes all things from nothing with His 
Word? 
Paul continues in Romans 11: “How inscrutable His ways… for who has known the mind of the Lord or been 
His counselor?  For who has given a gift to Him that He might be repaid?  For from Him and through Him 
and to Him are all things.  To Him be the glory for ever and ever, Amen.” 
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He creates all things… so you don’t deserve one thing. 
How could you?  You’re not the creator of you. 
 
Judgment is not “getting what you deserve,” for all you deserve is nothing. 
That’s death, not torture. 
 
Judgment is not “getting what you deserve,” and it’s not described that way in Scripture. 
Old Testament and New, it’s described as steadfast Love, Mercy, and Grace. 
 
Judgment is not “getting what you deserve.” 
Judgment is the realization that you deserve nothing… the realization that everything is Grace. 
Salvation is Faith in Grace, and damnation is faith in a lie…. A lie that I get what I deserve, for I am my own 
creator, judge, and savior. 
 
Damnation is my own judgment. 
Salvation is surrender to God’s judgment. 
Salvation is to surrender your judgment and to believe God’s judgment… 
  To surrender your map (stolen knowledge of good and evil)… 
  To surrender that map and receive Him. 
 
He is the Way. 
He is your knowledge of good and evil. 
 
InTime Bandits, they steal the map, but can’t follow the map, and so get trapped by Satan in the pit. 
They’ve been running from judgment in fear for their lives, and now they can run no more. 
 
Video clip – Time Bandits 
 

 
His Judgment is Good, and He’s never lost control. 
So even our bad judgments demonstrate the glory of His Good Judgment. 
Even our sin reveals the Glory of Grace. 

[The terrifying supreme being appears before the dwarves. He looks terrifying and then explodes.  
The dwarves watch as only ash of the frightening being is left behind. Then a bright light appears  
behind them and a man in a suit appears.  He is the supreme being.] 
 
Supreme Being: Oh! I hate having to appear like that. It really is the most tiresome thing… 
Dwarf: Get down. Get down. [The dwarves kneel.] Oh great one. Oh supreme being….  
 
[The supreme being begins to sort out the mess and problems the dwarfs have created.] 
 
Dwarf: I’d like to explain everything. We didn’t mean to steal the map.  
Supreme Being: What do you mean you didn’t mean to steal the map? Of course you didn’t steal it. I  
gave it to you, you silly man.  
Dwarf: Do you mean you knew what was happening to us all the time? 
Supreme Being: Well,  of course, I am the supreme being….I let you borrow my map.Now, I want every  
bit of evil placed in here (pointing to a red post box) right now. Come on now, back to creation.  
We mustn’t waste any time. They’ll think I’ve lost control again and put it all down to evolution. 
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And just think:  Could it be that the very thing you most deeply fear is the very One you most desperately 
desire? 
 
The fear of God is the beginning of wisdom, but not the end… for Love casts out fear. 
God is Love. 
Stop running from Him and His Judgment. 
You have made yourself His enemy, but He has not made Himself yours. 
 
Paul Stanley from Colorado Springs wrote the following: 
 

As an infantry company commander in Vietnam in 1967, I saw Viet Cong soldiers surrender many 
times… On one occasion after the enemy had withdrawn, I came upon several soldiers surrounding 
a wounded Viet Cong.  Shot through the lower leg, he was hostile and frightened, yet helpless.  He 
threw mud and kicked with his one good leg when anyone came near him… 

 
Imagine how he felt.  He was dying and felt like he was sentenced to Hell.   
Stanley continues, 
 
“I looked down at the struggling Viet Cong and saw the face of a 16- or 17-year-old boy.  I unbuckled y 
pistol belt and hand grenades so he could not grab them.  Then, speaking gently, I moved toward him.  He 
stared fearfully at me as I knelt down, but he allowed me to slide my arms under him and pick him up.  As I 
walked with him toward a waiting helicopter, he began to cry and hold me tight.  He kept looking at me and 
squeezing me tighter.  We climbed into the helicopter and took off.  During the ride, our young captive sat 
on the floor, clinging to my leg.  Never having ridden in a helicopter, he looked out with panic as we gained 
altitude and flew over the trees.  He fixed his eyes back on me, and I smiled reassuringly and put my hand 
on his shoulder.  After landing, I picked him up and walked toward the medical tent.  As we crossed the 
field, I felt the [tension] leave his body and his tight grasp loosen.  His eyes softened, and his head leaned 
against my chest.  The fear and resistance were gone – he had finally surrendered.   
 
“The God to whom we surrender is not our enemy.  He heals and cares for everyone He takes captive.” 
 
That’s His Judgment. 
 
Communion  
Well, that night that we all made Jesus our enemy, He took bread and He broke it, saying, “Take, eat; this is 
my Body broken for you.”  And in the same manner, he took the cup, saying, “Take and drink; this is the 
New Covenant in my blood, shed for the forgiveness of sins.” 
 
This is the Judgment of God. 
This is the Judgment of Love. 
And this is the glory of Love. 
This is the power of Love and the Judgment that IS Love. 
 
It was on this night that John – the Son of Thunder – leaned his head against Jesus’ chest and surrendered. 
 
This is where you surrender…  
So come to the table, and surrender yourself to the Judgment of God. 
 
Listen closely: 
Now is the Judgment. 
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He’s here. 
Don’t run, don’t hide, and don’t make a deal with Him. 
This is the deal. 
Don’t make promises, don’t intend anything, don’t finagle anything, and don’t pull out your map and try to 
tell Him what you’re going to do… 
Just… surrender. 
 
You see, it’s something that happens in the depths of your heart when you finally trust that He’s good. 
And so, at least with your mind, say it now: 
“Jesus, to you I surrender.  I surrender my life.” 
 
Now, you’ve surrendered your life.   
Come receive His life. 
In Jesus’ name, believe the Gospel and worship. 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
[Benediction]  
 
And this is the judgment:  that light came into the world, and men loved darkness rather than the light.   
And He is the Light, and He said, “Now is the judgment of this world.” 
 
You see, really every sermon I preach is this sermon. 
And I think what God is saying over and over again is, “Would you please just trust my Judgment?” 
That’s what the Christian life is, you know… and it just starts the day you come to meet Jesus. 
That’s just when you kind of start to trust His Judgment, cause if you accept His Judgment, what does it 
mean? 
 
It means that you’re like a little kid who holds his father’s hand, and just wants to be with his father… and 
you start walking on this journey with your father.  And then you see a Playboy magazine and you say, 
“Hmmmm,” and you kind of walk over here, and you pick it up, and you let go of His hand, maybe…  
 
And then you realize what you’re doing and then you feel bad. 
You think, “Well, I better hide from Him… He’d better not find this out!” 
And then you feel so guilty about hiding that you think, “Well, I should just look at some internet porn, 
that’ll make me feel better.” 
And then next thing you know, you’re getting a divorce and you’re going down some dark alley… 
 
But you see, the moment you realize your bad judgment, what does God want you to do? 
Grab His hand. 
He’s always there to forgive you. 
I mean, maybe you can confess your sins to a friend, but not because God won’t forgive you unless you do. 
It’s to help you remember that he does. 
 
And then start walking again. 
And you see, all this life is learning to trust your Father’s Judgment. 
For the place you’re going is nothing but trust of your Father’s Judgment. 
And so you see, it’s imperative that you believe His judgment is good. 
 
And it really is. 
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You’ve already met Him, now trust Him. 
In Jesus’ name, believe the Gospel. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


