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 “The Father’s Sacrifice and the blood-thirsty god ” 
(18th in our series, Jesus Everywhere) 
2 Kings 3* 
Pastor Peter Hiett 
June 1st, 2012 
*All scriptures are ESV unless otherwise noted. 
 
 

Opening  Prayer 
Lord God, help us preach your heart – what was going on in the heart of old King Mesha of 
Moab two thousand some odd years ago. But Lord God what was going on in Your heart on Mt. 
Calvary two thousand years ago. Well Lord God, I suppose nothing matters more. Scripture says 
Fear is the beginning of Wisdom. So Lord God, I pray that you would help us fear. But then 
Scripture says perfect Love casts out Fear. So Lord God, I pray that you would send Your Wisdom 
to cast out that Fear. Lord God, I pray that we would fall in love with You the way You have 
fallen in love with us from the foundation of the World. We pray that in Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 
This is the 18th sermon in what I formerly called a “mini-series” – Jesus Everywhere. Seven 
months ago, as I contemplated this series – I had one particular text in mind – yet for 7 months, 
I’ve been a little too terrified to preach it. 
 
Sermon 
In 2 Kings, chapter 3, Jehoram (the pretty much bad King of Israel) asks Jehosophat (the pretty 
much good King of Judah) to help him attack Moab. King Mesha of Moab had paid tribute to 
Israel in the form of 100,000 lambs and 100,000 rams every year but rebelled sometime around 
853 B.C. So Israel goes to war, demanding lambs and rams, and so Judah joins Israel in going to 
war.  
 

And so the Kings of Judah and Edom join the King of Israel. They march to Moab from the south 
and in the process run out of water until Elisha, the Prophet, shows up and agrees to prophesy 
for the sake of the King of Judah. He prophesies that the Lord will miraculously provide water 
and then in verse 18 Elisha says: 
 

18This is a light thing in the sight of the Lord. He will also give the Moabites into your hand, 19and 
you shall attack every fortified city and every choice city, and shall fell every good tree and stop 
up all springs of water and ruin every good piece of land with stones.” 20The next morning, about 
the time of offering the sacrifice, [Every morning they would sacrifice a lamb – ironically that was 
why they were going to war – to take lambs from their neighbors.] behold, water came from the 
direction of Edom, till the country was filled with water. 
21When all the Moabites heard that the kings had come up to fight against them, all who were 
able to put on armor, from the youngest to the oldest, were called out and were drawn up at the 
border. 22And when they rose early in the morning and the sun shone on the water, the Moabites 
saw the water opposite them as red as blood. 23And they said, “This is blood; the kings have 
surely fought together and struck one another down. Now then, Moab, to the spoil!” 24But when 
they came to the camp of Israel, the Israelites rose and struck the Moabites, till they fled before 
them. And they went forward, striking the Moabites as they went. 25And they overthrew the 
cities, and on every good piece of land every man threw a stone until it was covered. They 
stopped every spring of water and felled all the good trees, till only its stones were left in Kir-
hareseth, and the slingers surrounded and attacked it.                                     2Kings 3:18-25 
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So like Elisha prophesied, God delivers Israel and gives the Moabites into their hand. Israel, 
Judah, and Edom now surround the fortified city of Kir-hareseth and lay it under siege. Next 
verse: 
 

26When the king of Moab saw that the battle was going against him, he took with him 700 
swordsmen to break through, opposite the king of Edom, but they could not. 27The he took his 
oldest son who was to reign in his place and offered him for a burnt offering on the wall. 
 

In order to save his city and his people, he sacrificed his 1st born son on the city wall (that’s 
terrifying). And it’s clear that the author of 2Kings (Jeremiah according to tradition) views the 
sacrifice of children to pagan deities as an abomination. Leviticus 18:21 and 20:4 make it clear 
that any Israelite who sacrificed a child to Molech (the god of the Ammonites) was to be put to 
death. 
 
Well the god of Moab was named “Chemosh.” In 1868, this stone (the Moabite stone) was 
discovered in Jordan.  

 
[Image of the Moabite stone] 

 
 

On it, King Mesha of Moab describes his victories over Israel and how his god, Chemosh, was 
satiated (intoxicated) with the blood of Israelites. 
 
Scholars point out that Chemosh looks a lot like Yahweh and yet we know Biblical authors 
viewed Chemosh as just the opposite of Yahweh. Chemosh demanded sacrifice and Yahweh 
demanded sacrifice. But is our God bloodthirsty … the way Chemosh is bloodthirsty?  
 
I found this quote attributed to Richard Dawkins, the Atheist: 
 

The God of the Old Testament is arguably the most unpleasant character in all fiction: jealous 
and proud of it; a petty, unjust, unforgiving control-freak; a vindictive, bloodthirsty ethnic 
cleanser.  

 

Last time we watched clips from the movie Apocalypto and asked “is our God bloodthirsty … 
the way Kukulkan (the Mayan snake deity) is bloodthirsty? Because I think sometimes, we New 
Testament Christians portray Him that way, like God was so angry with our sin – that He lusted 
for our blood but instead drank Jesus’ blood and then felt better about us. 
 
Is our God “bloodthirsty” like Chemosh and Kukulkan?  
Demons are bloodthirsty like that and Paul says that what “Pagans offer to idols, they offer to 
demons.” Satan and his demons lust for blood (the Life that is in the blood). And so, his 
followers drink blood and it’s terrifying. 
 
My friend Andrew Trawich told me that on one of his evangelism projects in India, after 
preaching the Gospel, a young woman grabbed our friend Phil. Weeping and sobbing she cried, 
“If only I would’ve heard this news one day earlier, my baby would be alive. Last night I 
sacrificed my baby.” Andrew said he thought she probably sacrificed her baby to Shiva – 
bloodthirsty Shiva. Like Kukulkan; like Chemosh; like the gods of this world. 
 
Do you think our God is a “god of this world?” I hope not. 
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Do you ever wonder  
“God , why do you even allow this world?” 
“Why do you tolerate such a broken and dirty world?” 
“Why do you tolerate such a broken and dirty people?” 

And then when I reflect on that question and me in my nice house while millions of children 
starve to death around the world, I ask “Why do you tolerate me?” 
 
Well back to our story. In desperation, on the city wall, King Mesha sacrifices his 1st born son 
(who was to reign in his place). And at this point, I expect, the armies of Israel, powered by the 
wrath of God to just destroy Moab and send ‘em all to Hell – don’t you? 
 
2Kings 3:27 
 

27Then he took his oldest son who was to reign in his place and offered him for a burnt offering 
on the wall. And there came great wrath against Israel. And they withdrew from him and 
returned to their own land. [Literally “the land” – the Promised Land] 
 

Well, did you catch that?? Translators try to translate it out. Commentators offer a slew of 
contradictory explanations. I think its evidence that the Bible is authentic because no Israelite 
would concoct such a story – only record such an event as if to say, “What the heck was that?” 
 
Israel is on a mission from God to conquer Moab; the King of Moab sacrifices his son on the wall 
and “Great Wrath” comes on Israel. 
 

1. Some argue, it’s the “Great Wrath” of Chemosh – which implies Yahweh (the Creator) 
gets beat by a two-bit demon in Moab. 

2. Some say it’s the “Great Wrath” of the Moabites – who get worked up over the sacrifice 
of their king’s son, even though they just witnessed 700 soldiers sacrificed at the hands 
of the soldiers of Edom. 

3. Some say the “Great Wrath” was Judah’s wrath at Israel for getting them into this mess 
– like “Now it just got gross so we’ll attack you!” 

4. Some say the “Great Wrath” means “Great Indignation” so it’s Israel, Judah, and Edom’s 
indignation; meaning that they were so sickened by this bloodshed that they left. As if 
they weren’t sickened by the massive carnage that they themselves had just inflicted all 
over Moab. 

 

Keil and Delitzsch is the classic scholarly commentary on the Old Testament. They argue that 
the “Great Wrath” must be God’s Wrath for the phrase “and wrath against” is only used for 
God’s Wrath. They say God’s Wrath turned on Israel and then postulate that happened because 
Israel forced Mesha to make such a sacrifice. Maybe that’s kinda true and yet God said through 
Elisha – “I’ve given them into your hands.” I mean it’s like God literally set them up … to take 
life. So Mesha would offer Life and Israel would witness God’s Wrath against them. 
 
The sacrifice is made – Moab is saved; Israel is saved; Judah is saved; Edom is saved; and they 
all go home. 
 
It reminds me of that scene in the Revelation where all the warhorses stop in a sea of blood 
(Lamb’s blood). Now I haven’t found one modern commentator that even suggests what I’m 
about to suggest. So please feel free to disagree – But I’m wondering if God looked down at the 
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sacrifice of old King Mesha and saw something He recognized; something He valued; something 
growing in that most broken, depraved and dirty of soil.  
 
Well just think about sacrifice for a minute: 
It can look like the greatest evil but at the same time be good and when we see the good, it’s 
usually surrounded by evil. Think about your favorite movies – I bet each one contains a great 
sacrifice in the midst of great evil. 
 

Clip from movie Titanic 
 

[Scene of Rose on the piece of lumber holding on to Jack as he begins to sink beneath the 
surface of the water.] 
 

Rose DeWitt Bukater: I’ll never let go. I promise. [Rose kisses Jack’s hand and cries as he sinks 
beneath the surface of the water.] 

 
Clip from movie The Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring 
[The Fellowship is running from the Balrog across the bridge of Khazad-Dum. Gandolf stands 
between the evil Balrog and the Fellowship and prevents the Balrog from crossing the bridge. 
Gandolf put holds a sword and his staff and plunges the staff into the bridge and yells.] 
 
Gandolf the wizard:  You shall not pass. 
 
[The bridge collapses and the Balrog appears to fall into the chasm. However, the Balrog sends 
up a swirl of light that wraps around Gandolf and Gandolf sacrifices himself for the sake of the 
Fellowship.] 
 
Clip from movie Braveheart 
[William Wallace is lying on the stone used for beheading. He has been tortured publicly and 
now will also be beheaded publicly. He tries to speak and is given acknowledgement that he 
wants to say a word before losing his head. He struggles to get the word out but then loudly 
yells.] 
William Wallace: Freeeeeeeedommmmmmmmm! 
 

[As William is screaming, the scenes change to other people that appear to hear his scream and 
are impacted.] 
 
Clip from movie Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows 
 
[The scene takes place in the courtyard of the Great Hall.] 
 
Lord Voldemort: Harry Potter… the boy who lived, come to die. 
 
[Lord Voldemort curses Harry Potter and strikes him with light from his wand.] 
 

We could show clips like that forever. You see Sacrifice isn’t only the very worst thing … but also 
the very best thing. Jesus said, “Greater love has no man than this; that he lay down his life for 
his friends.”  
 
And now I know what you’re thinking: “Yeah, but Peter, Mesha didn’t lay down ‘his life’ – he laid 
down his son’s life; that’s not ‘his life.’” Are you sure?  
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See? Especially in that culture, your first-born son (especially one that was designated to reign 
in your place); that son was his father’s life – perpetual life. Nothing was more loved or valuable 
than a first-born son. I don’t know about you (and this is not to my credit), but I’d rather 
sacrifice myself – 1,000 times over – than my son. I can think of no greater sacrifice. And Mesha 
made that sacrifice – if he loved his son. Whatever the case, a real sacrifice must represent your 
life and be a life, that you love. Unless you love what you sacrifice, it’s not real sacrifice; it’s just 
murder or suicide.  
 
So you see Kukulkan, Chemosh, and Satan really don’t love sacrifice – they just lust for murder. 
They don’t love what you love in your favorite movie – they hate it. They hate that murder is 
transformed into sacrifice. 

• That Jack didn’t just drown in the ocean, he sacrificed for Rose. 
• That Gandolf wasn’t just murdered by the Balrog, but he sacrificed for the love of 

the Fellowship. 
• That William Wallace didn’t just die, but sacrificed for the freedom of Scotland. 
• That Harry Potter didn’t just run and hide in the dark, but sacrificed to save the 

world from evil Voldemort. 
 
We all must die – but you can choose to sacrifice and that’s Life.  “Lose your life and you’ll find 
it,” said Jesus. We all lose loved ones – you can chose resentment or make them an offering of 
worship. 
 
Israel  was to only sacrifice things they loved and things God loved. Does God love children?  

“Of such consists the kingdom of Heaven,” said Jesus.  
So who was waiting for the son of King Mesha  

on the other side of that Burning Door?  
Chemosh or that boy’s Creator. 
 

But let me be clear - God absolutely hates the thought of you harming your children in any way. 
In the New Testament, children are never sacrificed (like Mesha’s son was sacrificed). They’re 
baptized … in the hope they’d die with Jesus and rise with Jesus. 
In the Old Testament, God forbids the sacrifice of children … to Molech. 
 
But do you remember the story of Jephthah in Judges 11? He makes a vow to the Lord in order 
to save the people of Israel from Chemosh and his soldiers. He vows that if God gives Israel 
victory, he’ll sacrifice the first thing to walk out of the door when he returns home. God gives 
him victory and when he returns home – his daughter (and his only child) - dances out of his 
house to greet him with songs and kisses. When she learns of her father’s vow, she says, 
“Daddy, you have to fulfill your vow.” So in absolute agony, Jephthah sacrifices his daughter to 
Yahweh.  
 
Why did God let Jephthah go through with that? Why? Well clearly Jephthah was an idiot to 
ever make such a vow and form such a covenant. Can you think of anyone else that ever made 
a covenant like that?  A vow saying “I’ll offer my first born to save my people.” And then the 
first-born agrees? 
 
Well if Jephthah was an idiot, Abraham was not, and Abraham didn’t make the vow – God 
made the vow – a covenant. In Genesis 15, God confirms it with a sacrifice – saying, “You are 
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blessed to be a blessing to all the nations of the earth.” You - blessed through a promised seed – 
an only begotten son.  
 
And you know the story. After all those years, trauma, drama, and a miraculous conception, 
Abraham is an old man and in Genesis 22:2, God says, 
 

‘Abraham!’ And he said, ‘Here I am.’ He said, ‘Take your son, your only son Isaac [it means 
laughter], whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering 
on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.’ 
 

It was on that mountain that Solomon built the Temple. And on that mountain, that Christ was 
crucified. And that mountain is the foundation of Jerusalem, City of Peace. 
 
Well anyway, Abraham did it and Isaac did it as well. They journeyed up that mountain 
together. Old Abraham held the knife above the son he loved, whom God had promised to 
“reign in his place.” He held that knife above his son, ready to plunge it into the body of his 
child. 
 
Hey did you know that “Moab” was the son of Lot, who was the nephew of Abraham – which 
means “Mesha of Moab,” was Abraham’s great, great, great nephew. I wonder if Mesha knew 
Abraham’s story?  
 
To this day, God identifies himself as the “God of Abraham.” As if to say, “There’s one man who 
knows my heart and feels my passion and trusts my Love – his name is Abraham.” 
 
So Abraham held the knife and he was fully prepared to let it fall when the Angel of Yahweh 
stopped his hand and God provided a ram (that’s a grown lamb); God provides the rams and 
lambs. And the Angel of Yahweh (this “God-man”) says, “Because you have done this and have 
not withheld your only son … all the nations of the earth will be blessed.” (That would include 
Moab.) 
 
Well I’m just saying, maybe Mesha sacrificed the son he loved to save the nation he loved. So 
even though it was the wrong thing to the wrong god, perhaps it was love. “And he who loves is 
born of God and knows God. God is love,” writes John. Perhaps it was faith in Love, even if only 
the size of a seed – a promised seed. 
 
So Mesha sacrificed his son. And there was no lamb, no substitute … And yet maybe there was. 
Jeremiah prophesied (Jeremiah 48:47) “Yet I will restore the fortunes of Moab in the latter days, 
declares the Lord.” Maybe Mesha and his son will meet the Angel of Yahweh and that lamb in 
“the latter days” on the other side of the Burning Door. 
 
Well who is that Lamb sacrificed in Isaac’s place? You know 

That lamb is not just sacrificed in Isaac’s place. 
That lamb is sacrificed in your place. 
That lamb takes away the sin of the world. 
That lamb saves “the world.” 
That lamb is the only begotten son of God the Father - 

The only begotten, who will sit on His Father’s throne 
And reign in His place. 
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That lamb is the Life of the Father given for us and given to us.  
“Greater love has no man than this; that he lay down his life for his friends.” 

Jesus is “The Life” … Of God … Given to His enemies in order to make them His friends. 
Jesus from the “Bosom of the Father,” the Heart of God. It was the Heart of God the Father that was 
crucified on Mt. Moriah. 
 

And in this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the 
propitiation [NIV – atoning sacrifice] for our sins.                                                     1John 4:10 
 

And what are our sins? Well are they not all an inability to Love; a refusal to bleed for another. 
“But God sent Jesus, His Son, to bleed for us.” Well … The Passion of the Christ is the Passion of 
God the Father. 
 
So, maybe 2,850 some years ago God (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit) looked down on the ancient 
walled city of Kir-haraseth in Moab and saw something like this: 
 

Clip from movie 
 

[Scene opens with a bridge for a train and a young child walking along the water under the 
bridge. Dialogue is in subtitles.] 
 

Young Child: Daddy! Daddy! Daddy! The train’s coming too soon! 
 
[Scene on the train with Porter walking through the train. People on the train smoking and 
talking. See the train moving down the track.] 
 

[Camera zooms in on one person looking out the window and looking at the train moving down 
the track toward the bridge. The scene then shows the child falling into the gear shaft area that 
controls the drawbridge. The man in the control tower makes the decision to lower the bridge 
so that the train full of people can pass and not crash, but in the process knows that his child will 
be killed and the bridge lowers. The last scene is the man crying at the side of the train as it 
passes.] 
 

You know I think the thing that really terrifies us is not the blood lust of the false god – Satan; 
we’re familiar with that: The Way of this World – survival of the fittest. Literally consuming life 
(plants, meat, blood); consuming life to stay alive and we only die. 
 
I think the thing that really terrifies us is not the blood lust of Satan; but the unrestrained, 
unbounded, relentless, and eternal Love of God the Father – Love like that [Peter points to the 
picture of the father crying next to the train]. See? Maybe a sacrifice like that, maybe a passion 
like that lies at the foundation of all reality.   

Maybe the Lamb is slain from the foundation of the world. 
Maybe the Lamb is the Word from the bosom of the Father – spoken into the Void 

creating all things. 
And even now – that slaughtered Lamb; the only begotten Son of God, stands on a throne, 
reigning in His Father’s Place, unwrapping the scroll of time and giving meaning to all things 
including us – especially us – those who right now are being made in His Image. 
 
Maybe all Creation is a set up for a sacrifice in order that we would see Him enthroned on His 

Cross and be made in His Image. 
Maybe this was “the plan for the fullness of time…” – “to unite all things in Him, making peace 

by the blood of His Cross.” 
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Maybe this world of evil and pain is like a broken and dirty field and our hearts are like a broken 
and dirty field, but the eternal seed – the promised seed – the Life of Christ is planted in 
that field.  

Such that this temporal field of death, decay and sin bears the Eternal Fruit: 
Faith, Hope, Love, and Life. 

And as we said last time, Faith, Hope, and Love are all sacrifice.  
Life is Sacrifice – Literally Sacrifice. 

 
My life consists of each member of my body constantly giving life and receiving life; that is, 
each member bleeding – one into the next – circulating blood. Scripture says that it over and 
over – “the Life is in the blood.”  
 
If a part of my body refused to bleed for the next part; if it hangs on to the blood as a 
possession; if it refuses to lose blood, it won’t receive blood. Like if I hang on to my life, I lose 
my life but if I lose my life I find my life …  
 
See? Maybe I’m destined to be part of a greater life – Even God’s Life. 
Maybe everyone sacrifices in Heaven like every part of my body, bleeds into the next part of 
that life. So no one hurts in Heaven – for everyone bleeds. Everyone sacrifices in Heaven – but 
no one gets crucified in Heaven. We have to see that here – we must see it here – to live it 
there.  
 
And so at the Cross, God Himself, offered Himself … and bled for each of us, each one of us: 

Blood thirsty and refusing to bleed.  
At the Cross, God Himself, (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit) bled for each of us so that seeing it, 
we’d receive it, and then become it … A person that loves in freedom – made in the Image of 
God. 
 
So maybe, (I don’t know), maybe 2,850 some odd years ago God looked down on the ancient 
walled city of Kir-hareseth in Moab and saw Love and His heart burned with Love and that Love 
burned Israel’s shame. For as they looked upon the wall of Kir-hareseth they remembered their 
Father Abraham and the spirit foretold of their Father – Yahweh and His Sacrifice on the wall of 
their city – the city of Jerusalem. 
 
Maybe, (I don’t know), but …  
Maybe God looked down and discovered His image. 
Maybe we don’t, ‘cause maybe (in the words of 2Timothy 3:5), “… having the appearance of 

godliness, but denying its power” – its substance. 
Maybe we say the name of “Jesus” but have forgotten what it means. 
Maybe we talk about Love but no longer sacrifice our lives and no longer know Love. 
Maybe we’re used to always taking and never giving. 
Maybe we think our Religion is simply a way to take Christ’s Life and never give our Life. 
Maybe we think our Religion is like a club. 
 
And because Mesha of Moab had no “certificate of membership” and didn’t know the code 
words in English, God must not love him or his people and so will damn them to an endless Hell. 
 
And it’s true, there’s “no other name under heaven by which a man must be saved.” 
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And it’s true, that Jesus is the only way – Jesus is “the Way.” But it’s also true that He’s “the 
Truth” and “the Life” and “the Light” that “enlightens all men.” (John 1:19); that means “the 
Way” gets around.  He gets around; He even descends into Hell. So it wouldn’t surprise me if He 
hung out in ancient Moab. 

But make no mistake: Chemosh and Our Lord are not the same. 
 

In the last book of the Chronicles of Narnia, there is a stable door that is the Burning Door – it is 
the Judgment of God. Just inside the door is a Great Banquet, but some think it’s just water and 
hay – like some only see bread and wine. 
 
Well the children pass through the door into the new creation.  At one point, everyone is 
surprised to find a soldier from Calormen – a servant of Tash. Calormen is like Moab and Tash is 
its demon god, like Chemosh. They’re all surprised (but none more than this servant of Tash). 
He tells the children, that on walking though the door and entering the new world, he expected 
to see his god, Tash. He is surprised when he sees the most Glorious Lion.  Jesus is the Lamb 
and the Lion – Aslan in Narnia. In terror, this soldier realizes Tash is not God – this Lion is God. 
 

Then I fell at his feet [the soldier says to the children] and thought, surely this is the hour of 
death, for the Lion (who is worthy of all honor) will know that I have served Tash all my days and 
not him. Nevertheless, it is better to see the Lion and die, than to be [Ruler] of the world and live. 
But the Glorious One bent down his golden head and touched my forehead with his tongue and 
said, “Son, thou art welcome.” But I said, “Alas, Lord, I am no son of thine but the servant of 
Tash.” He answered, “Child, all the service thou hast done to Tash, I account as service done to 
me.” Then by reasons of my great desire for wisdom and understanding, I overcame my fear and 
questioned the Glorious One and said, “Lord, is it then true … that though and Tash are one?” 
The Lion growled so that the earth shook (but his wrath was not against me) and said, “It is false. 
Not because he and I are one, but because we are opposites. I take to me the services which thou 
hast done to him. For I and he are of such different kinds that no service which is vile can be done 
to me, and none which is not vile can be done to him. Therefore if any man swear by Tash and 
keep his oath for the oath’s sake, it is by me that he has truly sworn, though he know it not, and 
it is I who reward him. And if any man does a cruelty in my name, then, though he says the name 
Aslan, it is Tash whom he serves and by Tash, his deed is accepted. Dost though understand, 
Child?” I said, “Lord, thou knowest how much I understand.” But I said also (for the truth 
constrained me), “Yet I have been seeking Tash all my days?” “Beloved,” said the Glorious One, 
“unless thy desire had been for me, thou wouldst not have sought so long and so truly. For all 
find what they truly seek.”  
 

What do you seek? … God?  
“God is Love and he who loves is born of God and knows God. But he who does not love 
does not know God. On that day, many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not cast out 
demons in Your name; and didn’t we do mighty works in Your name?’ And I will say to 
them, says Jesus, ‘Depart from me. I never knew you. And other will say, ‘When did we 
give a cup of cold water to You; when did we see You sick or in prison and come visit 
you?’ And the king on that Throne will say, ‘Inherit the kingdom, prepared for you, from 
the foundation of the Earth.’” 

For “God is Love and he who loves is born of God and knows God. But he who does not love 
does not know God.” And in this Love … that God gave His Life … “The Life” is Jesus. 
All false gods “Take the “Life” and our God “Gives the Life.” Our God is Love. 
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That train move from the Czech Republic is based on a supposedly true story from Mississippi. 
In 1937, John Griffith took his only son, Gregg, to work with him at the drawbridge on the 
Mississippi. Having lost track of time, he heard the whistle for the Memphis Express, ran to the 
control tower and as he prepared to lower the bridge he noticed that his son Gregg had fallen 
into the machinery (the mechanism that lowered the bridge). Gregg would die or 400 people on 
the Memphis Express would die. The father made a judgment and he issued his judgment and 
he lowered the drawbridge, stood on the platform and yelled after the train, “I’ve just sacrificed 
my only son … for you! Do you even care?” 
 
It’s a great story,  

but it was an accident, not the “plan for the fullness of time;” 
a great story – but the son doesn’t freely choose to be sacrificed, 
a great story – but the father and son don’t madly love everyone on the train and 

everyone on the train was not “blood-thirsty.” 
 

It’s a great story but only a distant shadow of “the Story.” Mesha, Jephthah, Abraham, John 
Griffith – even the woman in India – they’re all just a distant, faint shadow of this [Peter points 
and walks up to the Communion table]. 

 
Communion 
On the night He was handed over (delivered up), the only begotten Son of God, First-Born of all 
Creation, Jesus, took bread and He broke it saying, “This is my Body given to you. Take and eat.”  
And in the same manner, after supper, and having given thanks, He took the cup and He said, 
“This cup is the Covenant. In my Blood, drink it.” 
 
Hey! Stop right there. Maybe this is the thing that we’ve missed; maybe this is the problem we 
have. 

Who is the blood-thirsty false god … who seeks to take Life? 
That’s us and 

Who is the true God, who arranges all things in order to give Life? 
That’s God our Father. 

 
We are the “blood-thirsty ones” and so we judge others, condemn others, compete with others 
– we take from others and consume others. Thirsty for Life – we drink their Life which is not 
Life, but Death. For they are not the source of Life – they are just another thief of Life – hanging 
on to Life that’s already dead, for it no longer circulates through the heart. 
 
But at this Table, God says, “Drink My Life. Do you see how much I love you? I give you My Life – 
drink My Life.” 
 
So, 

At the Cross, we take His Life. 
And at the Cross, He gives His Life. 

He forgives His Life, saying, “Take and drink. I am the eternal fountain of Life and you are 
thirsty. Please drink and your sin is transformed into Grace. Transformed into Life.” 
 
Once we see His Life and receive His Life, we begin to give His Life – no longer hanging on to 
Life, but Living Life. Living Christ’s Life – Eternal Life. In other words, we stop making war on 
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Moab and go home to the Promised Land – where everyone gives, where everyone loves, and 
everyone drinks. The very life of a Living God. 
 
Let’s pray.  

Lord God, we confess to You that we are takers of Life. In other words, we confess to You 
our sin and yet Lord, God, that sin is no surprise to You. You are the one that created that 
garden; You are the one that put the Tree in the middle of the Garden. Lord, God, You 
knew that the snake was in the Garden. You wanted to show us something. You wanted 
to show us that we are Your creation. I think that’s what you wanted to show us, Father, 
isn’t it? And we think we are our own creation. And so Lord, God, we confess to you that 
we are the takers of Life but You are the giver of Life and You love to give Your Life 
because You love to create us in Your image – sons and daughters, like Jesus. So Lord, 
God, You are terrifying because You’re good. So Lord, God, we confess our fear and we 
invite You (perfect Love) to cast it out that we might be free to love, as You have loved 
us. In Jesus’ name, we worship. Lord, You have sacrificed everything for us and so now, 
together, say it – ‘We present ourselves as living sacrifices in Jesus’ name, because 
Father we see it – You are good.’ 

 
Benediction and Prayer 
And this is Love – not that we have loved God, but that He has loved us and sent His Son to be 
an atoning sacrifice for our sins. The very next line in John is this – John writes, “Beloved, if God 
loved us like that, maybe we ought to love each other like that. If Jesus bled for us like that, 
maybe we ought to bleed for each other like that.” 
 
Now, let me ask you this – whose blood are you bleeding? It’s His – it’s always been His. So you 
don’t need to hang onto it; you don’t need to possess it; it’s not yours to possess – it’s yours to 
give. It’s given to you and it’s given from you and you are part of the Body of Christ and He 
knows. From this side of the Burning Door – from this side of the Burning Table – it looks 
terrifying but from the other side of the Table [Peter goes behind the Communion table]; it’s 
the Kingdom of God. From this side of the Table [Peter facing the Communion table], it looks 
like pain; from this side of the Table, it’s ecstasy [behind the Communion table]. One person’s 
sacrifice looks like a Cross; two people’s sacrifice looks like a marriage, everybody’s sacrifice – 
it’s a party called the Kingdom of God. 
 
And so in Jesus’ name, trust the heart [Peter touches the center of the Cross] of your heavenly 
Father. Receive His Love and give His Love. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 
 

Disclaimer: The author has not edited this document. Therefore, there may be discrepancies. Some 
discrepancies may be minor; some may have to do with theology. When in doubt, please refer to the audio 
or video version of the sermon on this website and don’t be shy about informing us of errors. 

 


