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Matthew 27: 59, where we left off last time,

So Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a 
clean linen cloth. Then he placed it in his 
own new tomb, which he had cut out of the 
rock. After rolling a large stone across the 
door of the tomb, he went away, but Mary 
Magdalene and the other Mary remained 
there, sitting in front of the tomb.

[The worship band plays… ]
“Bring Me to Life”
By D. Moody/A.Lee/D.Hodges, Zombies Ate My Publishing, Forthefallen 
Publishing and Dwight Frye Music, Inc (BMI)

How can you see into my eyes like open doors
Leading you down into my core
Where I’ve become so numb without a soul
My spirit sleeping somewhere cold
Until you find it there and lead it back home
Wake me up inside
Wake me up inside
Call my name and save me from the dark
Bid my blood to run before I come undone
Save me from the nothing I’ve become
Now that I know what I’m without
You can’t just leave me
Breathe into me and make me real
Bring me to life
Wake me up inside
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Wake me up inside
Call my name and save me from the dark
Bid my blood to run before I come undone
Save me from the nothing I’ve become
Bring me to life
Frozen inside without your touch without your love
Darling, only you are the life among the dead
All this time I can’t believe I couldn’t see
Kept in the dark but you were there in front of me
I’ve been sleeping a thousand years it seems
Got to open my eyes to everything
Without a thought, without a voice, without a soul
Don’t let me die here, there must be something more
Bring me to life 
Wake me up inside
Wake me up inside
Call my name and save me from the dark
Bid my blood to run before I come undone
Save me from the nothing I’ve become
Bring me to life

[Danny prays… ]
So Lord, we do ask, that is our prayer, that you 

bring us to life. This is the resurrection day, so bring us to 
life and preach to us. In Your name, amen.

[Peter comes out in a dress complete with an Easter
bonnet. He begins talking in a falsetto voice.]

Peter: Hi. My name is Mary Magdalene. I 
was the first one at the tomb on Easter 
morning. I used to be a prostitute, but now 
I’m a church lady… isn’t that special?
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Aram [speaking to Peter from the front 
row]: Peter, what are you doing?

Peter: Sshh, Aram, they don’t know it’s 
me… [speaking in falsetto again] I’m Mary.

Aram: Peter, they know, and it’s gonna stir 
up all sorts of counseling issues that I will 
have to deal with. What are you thinking?!

Peter: Well… you know how we’ve been 
preaching through Matthew, and you know 
how the Easter text falls on Easter Sunday 
this year, and you know how folks expect 
me to be a character on holidays, and you 
know, the only character on Easter morning 
in the Gospel of Matthew is Mary. And 
besides, Gary bet me $12 I wouldn’t do it.

Aram: Look, I’ll pay you $12, but this isn’t 
working.

Peter: Okay, I’m sorry. But people say they 
want more women in leadership… And read 
that book The DaVinci Code. In that book 
Dan Brown says that the church has covered 
up the Holy Grail, the sacred feminine, the 
goddess, so I thought I’d let her out. [In 
falsetto and dancing around the stage… ] 
Look,  I’m a goddess.

Aram: You’re not a goddess.
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Peter: Well, I’m at least a strange woman.

Aram: That’s true.

Peter: You know, we’ve encountered this 
group of strange women in the Gospels that 
seem to be like archetypical. I mean, they’re 
a picture of something or someone else. So I 
thought I’d be the strange woman. You 
know, some say that I should get in touch 
with my feminine side… I just didn’t think 
she’d be so dadgum ugly. So if you don’t 
mind, I’m gonna take this stuff off and just 
preach.

[Peter takes off the dress, sandals, and 
bonnet, revealing his regular church attire 
underneath. As he changes clothes, he reads 
the text for this morning.]

Matthew 28:1,

Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of 
the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene 
and the other Mary went to see the tomb.

Legend is that Mary was a prostitute (even the 
prostitute that anointed Jesus’ feet with her tears and 
perfume.) We don’t know that. We do know Jesus cast 
seven demons out of her. She’d had a hard life.

Matthew refers to Mary Magdalene and the other 
Mary… “the Marys.” I think he’s implying Mary is more 
than just one person.
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And behold, there was a great earthquake, 
for an angel of the Lord descended from 
heaven and came and rolled back the stone 
and sat on it. His appearance was like 
lightning, and his clothing white as snow.  
And for fear of him the guards trembled and 
became like dead men. 

That’s a problem for God. Every time He appears 
people drop like flies. Moses asked to see God’s glory, and 
God said, “No man may see my face and live.”

Now this is just an angel (just reflected glory), but 
He looks like lightning, and there’s an earthquake.

You’ll remember that when Jesus died there was an 
earthquake and darkness at noon. Amos prophesied that 
“on that day” God would make  “the sun go down at noon 
and darken the earth in broad daylight.” It appears that 
Amos is referring to “the day of the Lord.”

In the Old Testament, the prophets prophesied it 
was to be a day of wrath when God’s anger would be 
revealed (Zephaniah 2:2). That word “anger” also means 
“face,” the day God’s “face” would be revealed. It was also 
called, “The day of the Lord’s sacrifice” (Zephaniah 1:8). 
Jesus said, “Now is the judgment of this world” (John 
12:31).

So in some amazing way, the day of the Lord was 
the day Christ died… Judgment Day, that Friday.

So by Sunday, I bet folks were a little freaked for on 
Friday the earth shook, the sky grew dark, tombs opened, 
rocks split, and the veil in the temple split.

In the temple there was an inner sanctuary called 
the Holy of Holies where God’s glory would reside upon 
the mercy seat on top of the ark. 
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Remember when Uzzah touched the ark? Scripture 
says God’s anger or face burned, and He smote Uzzah.

In the temple there was a large curtain separating 
the Ark of the Covenant from the people so no one would 
get smoted.

Once a year, on the Day of Atonement, the High 
Priest would go behind the veil with the blood of bulls and 
goats to make atonement for the ritual sins of the people. 
They would tie a rope around his ankle, so that if the 
holiness of God smoted him, they could pull his body out 
of the sanctuary by the rope.

Each year, the nation would wait as the smell of 
burnt flesh and blood hung in the air… waiting to see if the 
High Priest returned. They’d wait in terror.

And one thing seemed clear… God is holy. God is 
judgment.

In fact, maybe you can think of that concept right 
here. [Peter moves to the right side of the stage.] God is 
holy, and before His face all unholiness is utterly consumed

darkness, 
terror, 

smoke, 
and fire… 

judgment.

And we say, “What an awful image of God.” Yet that’s 
exactly the God we demand when we demand justice…

When our hearts burn over children abused and 
women raped.
When we want wrong to be made right.
When we complain, “How could there be evil in 
the world?”
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We’re hoping for a just God.
How awful would it be if God were not just?
All powerful, but not just.

An unjust God is horrifying, 
and yet a just God is even more horrifying… ‘cause 

I’m unjust!

I’m unjust, longing for justice. I’m rich and fat 
wondering why God doesn’t feed the starving children. 
G.K. Chesterton was asked to write an article answering the 
question, “What’s wrong with the universe?” He answered 
with two words, “I am.”

If you demand justice, you demand your own death. 
We go to war with evil and find evil is hiding in our own 
hearts. To ask, “Why does God allow evil?” is to ask, 
“Why does God allow me?”

The best argument against a holy and just God is 
that you and I exist. The most perplexing question in the 
whole Old Testament is “Why are we still here? Why 
hasn’t God destroyed the world already?”

Actually, He tried once… but He messed up. He let 
Noah build a boat, and the whole thing started over again.

So God is just.
He said to Moses, “You can’t see my face and live, 

but tell you what… I’ll show you my back side.” Then God 
passes by Moses proclaiming, 

The Lord, the Lord, a God merciful and 
gracious, slow to anger and abounding in 
steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping 
steadfast love for thousands, forgiving 
iniquity and transgression and sin, but who 
will by no means clear.
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That is, He won’t “ignore sin” (The Message). He 
won’t leave stuff unpunished.

God seems very conflicted. Don’t you think?
Over here [Peter moves to the right side of the 

stage], Israel knew that God was absolutely holy and just. 
And over here [Peter moves to the left side of the stage], 
Israel knew that God was absolutely compassionate and 
loving. In fact, Israel is referred to as a child of God (Hosea 
11:1).

When I became a father, I was shocked by this, like, 
new kind of love in me. I loved my child like crazy but not 
because of anything he did for me (you know at first all 
they do is cry, suck, and one other thing). Yet I discovered 
this unearned love that burned inside of me. And if 
someone so much as ignored my child, that same fire 
burned against them as judgment and wrath.

So I had a child and if anyone hurt my son, I’d go 
nuts. Then I had four children, and they hurt each other. 
And now I am nuts.

What do I do? Kill ’em or kiss ’em?
Think of it, God has billions of children. What if He 

loves them all? No wonder He seems conflicted.
But you see, love is the very substance of 

judgment… the law. God is just because He is love. But 
instead of love, 

We prefer knowledge. 
We prefer control, 

to be the master rather than the servant. 
We prefer money, 

a new car over starving children. 
We prefer our own pleasure,

pornography over communion. 
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We don’t love love, 
and we can’t simply decide to love love.

We don’t love love… 
Unconditional, unearned, unfailing love, and God 
is love, and that’s our judgment. [Peter moves 
back to the right side of the stage.]
All our love is like harlotry. We love God for what 

He can give us, and not for Who He is.
God referred to Israel as His harlot bride. In the 

prophets, He says He’ll judge her. Yet He delights in her.

Judgment and love… 
[Peter moves back and forth 

between the right and left sides of the stage.]
That’s crazy.

But then who gets you more crazy mad than anyone in the 
world? 
The person you love most in the world, right? 
The person to whom you’re married, right?

That’s because you have given her your heart, vulnerable 
and exposed. And so, unlike anyone else in the world, she 
has the power to nail it, naked, to a tree… the power to 
crucify you. That’s crazy. Marriage is crazy.
That’s crazy! 
Is God crazy?! 

Yes, crazy with love for you.
He knew we’d do it, yet He gave us His heart 
anyway.
He wanted to show us His love.
But His love is judgment.

It shows us we don’t love.



10

Judgment mean crisis, separation, purification. It 
means making things right. And now we know for Eve 
chose 

knowledge, over love. 
And so ever since the garden, love became our 

judgment. Ever since the garden, we’ve prostituted 
ourselves and hid from God’s judgment because deep in 
our gut we know:

Judgment means God makes things right, 
and we are wrong.
So we hide from His judgment.

Yet that is to hide from His love.
For His judgment is love,

And His love is judgment.
That’s a problem.

But you see, 
we’re not the only ones with a problem.

God has a problem,
and the problem is us.

He loves us.

See the problem?
To love us is to kill us.

Judgment.

He is the Truth, in love with a lie… us.
He is the Light, in love with a shadow.
He is the consuming fire, in love with a frozen snowflake.
He is like a bug zapper, in love with a fly.
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That’s why when He shows up, people fall down 
like dead men. His very being spells our destruction… 
which leads to a very difficult dating relationship.

In the Exodus, it’s like God says, “I want to travel 
with my people. I can’t leave them alone, but Moses, don’t 
let them get too close or my glory will break out on them 
and consume them.”

That’s what the tabernacle and curtain were for… 
distance.

So, do you see God’s problem?
God is just (the epitome of justice), and
God is love (the epitome of love).
God hates sin absolutely, and

God loves sinners absolutely.
God hates evil, and 

God adores His evil children.
God hates adultery, and 

yet He’s covenanted Himself to a prostitute 
that He adores.

It’s a fatal attraction, and someone’s gonna die.

See His problem?
Should I ice her?

Or should I marry her?
Should I kill them?

Or should I kiss them?
Should I destroy them?

Or should I hug them?
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His problem is our very existence. No wonder the 
history of Israel is soaked in stress and fear. And now, in 
stress and fear, Israel has just crucified the Messiah.

Sky grew dark.
Earth shook.
Tombs were opened.
All His disciples abandoned Him.
The world abandoned Him.
The world hated Jesus: God in the flesh.

And now He returns victorious from death and hell. If I 
were Him, I’d be ticked.

And for fear of him the guards trembled and 
became like dead men. But the angel said to 
the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know 
that you seek Jesus who was crucified.  He is 
not here, for he has risen, as he said. Come, 
see the place where he lay. Then go quickly 
and tell his disciples that he has risen from 
the dead, and behold, he is going before you 
to Galilee; there you will see him. See, I 
have told you.” So they departed quickly 
from the tomb with fear and great joy, and 
ran to tell his disciples. And behold, Jesus 
met them and said,

“Hi!” “Chairo”… it was the normal, everyday 
greeting. Literally it meant, “Be glad,” or “Rejoice.” So I 
think the best translation would be “Good morning,” or 
“G’day mate,” or “Don’t worry, be happy.”

The Lord God appears on the road, risen from the 
dead before the Marys and says, “Hi!” 
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He didn’t have to. The angels had already given the 
information… He wanted to. “Hi!”

“Greetings!” And they came up and took 
hold of his feet and worshiped him. Then 
Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go 
and tell my brothers to go to Galilee, and 
there they will see me.”

“See me… ” They saw Jesus. Jesus said, “If you’ve 
seen me, you’ve seen the Father.” Paul said, “We’ve seen 
the glory of God, shining in the face of Christ.” Hebrews 
reveals that it’s like glory from behind the curtain, for 
Christ’s broken body is the curtain. So His blood must be 
the glory, the mercy on the Ark of the Covenant.

The Marys see Jesus, the resurrected glory of 
God… and not just His backside. His face. They fall at His 
feet, kissing His wounds. That word, “worship,” means to 
kiss. They kiss the Ark of  the Covenant, the Angel of 
Yahweh, the glory of God from behind the veil, and don’t 
die.

See, Jesus solves God’s problem.

Justice + Love = Mercy
That is, Jesus Christ and Him crucified.

I had it explained this way to me once. I’m sure it’s 
not precise, but it might help. 

Remember, God is three persons, one substance—a 
trinity of love. This is a conversation God has with 
Himself.

Imagine God, the Father, sitting in a large room 
staring out the window at a speck on the edge of the Milky 
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Way Galaxy. Jesus walks in to find His Father pensive and 
distraught. [Peter plays both the Father and the Son as he 
expresses their dialogue with one another. Peter jumps 
from the role of Jesus on one side of the stage to the role of 
the Father on the other side of the stage.]

He [Jesus] says: Daddy, what’s wrong?

Father: Oy, vey! You know those people 
that we made?

Jesus: Yeah… what about them?

Father: They’re so evil. I’m gonna have to 
destroy them.

Jesus: But Daddy, I thought you did destroy 
them… didn’t you flood the place?

Father: Well, I did but…

Jesus: But what?

Father: I let one get away.

Jesus: Oh, God, you didn’t?

Father: I did.

Jesus: You didn’t?

Father: I did.

Jesus: How could you?
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Father: Well, it’s just I love them so much… 
I keep their pictures in my wallet. I watch 
them while they sleep. I love them, but I 
must destroy them. I want to hold them, but 
I must damn them. Oh, Jesus, Jesus, Jesus.

Jesus: Father, I have a plan.

Father: You do?

Jesus: I do.

Father: Let’s hear it.

Jesus: Okay. Daddy, you can damn me 
instead.

Father: That’s outrageous!

Jesus: No, Father. I love them, too.

Father: You do?

Jesus: I do. I mean, really love them. I didn’t 
want you to be angry (no smoting… ), but I 
dream about them. I really, really love them. 
I mean, I want to marry them, and make 
them Your daughter and My bride, My 
body. Our family. So wrap Me in clay, 
Father, and hide My glory. Then I’ll be born 
to her. I’ll live for her. Then I’ll die for her, 
revealing our love and bleeding our glory. 
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I’ll show her mercy, and bear her sin to 
destruction. Then You can raise Me from the 
dead. Just let Me stop and say, “Hi” on the 
way home. And then We’ll send Our Spirit 
into her heart, their hearts, crying “Abba, 
Daddy!” and We’ll romance them all home. 
Children for You. A bride for me. A temple 
for Our Spirit. We’ll bring ‘em to life. Full 
of Our love and made in Our image.

So, as Jesus hung on the cross, the sky grew black, 
and the earth shook, and God poured out His judgment.

Jesus lifted His head and cried, “My God, My God, 
why hast Thou forsaken Me?!” 

On the cross, God damned God for the love of you. 
“He who knew no sin became sin that we might become the 
righteousness of God.” As Jesus lifted His head and cried, 
“It is finished!” the curtain in the temple, separating God 
from man, ripped from top to bottom. We got in, and God 
got out. Judgment got out, but His judgment is mercy. 

Surrender to it, and it’s called redemption. 
Run from it, and it’s called sin. 
Resist it to the end, and it will consume you like 
light consumes a shadow.
Well, God’s judgments are unsearchable, and His 

mercies never come to an end. So we can’t fully explain it, 
but one thing we know and that is, that on the cross Jesus 
solved God’s problem… actually, all problems.

“For this is the plan for the fullness of time to unite
all things in him,” writes Paul. “and through him to 
reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in 
heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross” (Ephesians 
1:10, Colossians 1:20). He is “the lamb slain from the 
foundation of the world” (Revelation 13:8).
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So Jesus solved God’s problem, according to plan, 
from the foundation of the world. That is, mercy was 
always the heart of God. And at the right time God revealed 
His heart on a cross.
All creation is about the revelation of God’s mercy, 

Who is Jesus. 
Jesus gives meaning to all things. 
Jesus is what God is saying in all things. 
Jesus is what God means. 
Jesus is God, romancing us to Himself in mercy.
Easter means God’s problem is solved. 

However, our problem is we don’t believe Easter. 
We don’t believe God’s problem is solved. 
We don’t believe mercy.

So when Jesus says, “Hi!” we run in fear 
and hide in shame.

Remember how Eve hid in fear and covered her 
shame in the garden? You know, the Bible says Jesus is the 
ultimate Adam, our Helper. Which makes us, like, Eve.1
You know, Jesus-Adam is the Groom, and we are His 
bride.

The Old Testament prophets reveal that God’s 
people are a bride who “transgressed the covenant at 
Adam” in the garden (Hosea 6:7)… prostitute bride, but a 
bride that God will some day redeem.

Well, scripture tells us that Jesus was buried in a 
garden (John 19). The Jews thought Jerusalem was the 
location of the Garden of Eden.

So the Marys, the strange women, the prostitutes 
meet Jesus, the ultimate Adam in a garden on Easter 
morning.
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You see, they are us, a picture of us, the Bride of 
Christ, the strange woman. That means holy woman. That 
means sacred feminine.

If there is such a thing as a goddess, it’s us for 
we’re getting married to Jesus, Who is God.

So that DaVinci Code book is full of nonsense, yet 
it’s right about this: Mary Magdalene really is the Holy 
Grail, sacred feminine, and bride of Christ, but not just her. 
So are we… the church.

And you know, the church probably does repress 
the sacred feminine, but that’s because the Church is the 
sacred feminine, and that makes the Church nervous. The 
presence of Jesus makes us insecure. The intimate touch of 
God’s mercy stresses us out because Mercy longs to touch 
us in our place of shame, touch us with forgiveness and 
life.

But when we get scared, we close our hearts, hide in 
fear, and cover our shame… just like Eve in the garden. We 
are Eve in the garden. But the ultimate Adam is standing in 
our path this morning saying, 

Eve, see my hands, see my feet. I bear your 
scars. I bear your shame. Seek me, and you 
need not fear. See me and the crisis, 
judgment, is over. I am judgment, and I am
love. You see, I am mercy. Come out of the 
shadows and surrender your heart. I’m not 
like other men. I will not rape you. Fear not.

Jesus said to the Marys kissing the wounds on His 
feet, “Fear not.” Fear closes our ears, covers our eyes, and 
hides our shame from mercy, Who is our Lord. 

So I’m convinced your biggest problem is not the 
porn you’re addicted to, the drugs you abuse, the affair you 
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had… I’m convinced your biggest problem is that your 
heart believes Jesus rose from the dead just to kick your 
tail, when in fact, He rose from the dead to show you His 
mercy and romance your heart out of darkness.

Surrender to Him, and He can handle all your 
addictions, sins, and shame. But you must surrender. He 
will not rape you. He is romancing you. 

So you see, your biggest problem is:
You don’t believe God’s problem is solved.
You don’t believe Mercy (Who is Jesus).
In other words,

You don’t have much faith in God’s grace.

A Christian is someone who confesses to God, 

I have the heart of a whore. I don’t love 
love, and I’m in bed with death, (Isaiah 
28:18), so I must trust You, God. Buy me 
back. Redeem me with Your blood—Your 
Mercy, Jesus. Help me.

Here at Lookout, we have many women that have a 
life story like Mary Magdalene’s. Some were prostitutes, 
some sexually abused, some oppressed by demons. Apart 
from God, Himself, I consider them the greatest treasure of 
this church. They are sacramental. They tell us who we all 
really are. I’ll call them “the Marys.”

Recently, one heard Jesus say, 

I love you. I love the whores, the murderers, 
the adulterers. But especially the whores that 
are treated so badly and abused in 
unimaginable ways by those who should 
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care and love them truly, but instead just use 
them and throw them away. I love you with 
a love you will never understand. Trust me.

They don’t understand. Yet harlots do understand 
what it is to use and to be used (like a commodity).

Perhaps that is why they were the first to understand 
Jesus, the heart of God. You know, Mary loved Jesus 
nailed to a cross when He appeared to be good for nothing 
and used up (no longer a valuable, religious commodity).

God knows what it feels like to be used.
Mary loved Jesus at the cross when He was good 

for nothing, just good. So Mary was first to see Him risen 
from the dead, first to worship, first to kiss His wounded 
feet.

Recently, another Mary here at Lookout told me 
how she was abused as a child, yet knew Jesus as a child. 
Casually, she told me, “I always liked Jesus ‘cause He’d let 
me play with His feet.” 

I said, “What?!”
She said, “Yeah, when I was a little girl, Jesus 

would appear to me and let me play with the wounds, the 
holes in His feet. I didn’t know why they were there back 
then, but He let me feel the holes in His feet. He was 
always so kind.”

She told me how later in life, angry at God, she 
tried to run from Him. She got involved in sadomasochism, 
making an appointment with an abuser, hoping he’d kill 
her.

As they began, this man said, “I think God is 
chasing me down,” and then my friend heard Jesus in her 
heart. So in her heart my friend cried, “What are You doing 
here?”
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His Spirit said, “You brought Me here.”
She said, “I’m not stopping!”
He said, “I’m not letting go.”

See, He had descended into hell with her to 
romance her heart home.

I think that’s why God allows the darkness,
that His bride might fall in love with the Light.

Why He allows the lies,
that we might fall in love with the Truth.

In the words of Paul, “He consigned all men to 
disobedience that he might have mercy on all.”

He allows our sin, that we might fall in love with His 
mercy, Who is Jesus.

My friend now has a ministry to prostitutes. She 
told me, “Jesus has given me a message to share, but only if 
they ask. It is, 

No matter what you have done, are doing, or 
will do, you can talk to God, and He will 
hear you because He loves you. That is why 
Jesus died, so even in our sin, we can talk to 
God.”

You see, He makes Himself familiar to us so we 
won’t perish at His appearing. 
He is the Beauty in the sunset, 

the Truth in a song, 
the Faith in our doubts,
the Hope in our sorrows,
the Mercy in our failures.
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Then He appears on our road and says, “Hi! Seek Me, see 
Me, and no longer fear.”

Another Mary in our church has become one of my 
best friends. Over the years Jesus has appeared to her in 
countless horrid memories. He’s there, yet she always must 
choose to look and invite His touch. You see, He will not 
rape her. He will only romance her. 

And He’s shown her that she is not a prostitute, but 
also not the church lady, like on Saturday Night Live… a 
Pharisee. So she’s not to be licentious—surrendering her 
shame to evil men—and she’s not to be frigid—refusing to 
surrender her shame to her Groom. She is called to be His 
bride and the mother of life.

Recently, Jesus used me to lift her head and say, 
“No more shame. You are called to crush the ancient 
serpent with life and love.”

Did you know that “Mary” means “rebellion”? 
Mary is God’s rebellion in a fallen world. To be a Christian 
is to join God’s rebellion of love… the Church.

See, I told you I was Mary, and I wasn’t lying!
And now if you’re thinking, “Hey, Peter, hold on… 

I’m a dude, not a chick. I’m not gonna wear a dress and act 
like a woman.”

That’s good, real good. In fact, if you’re into that 
kind of stuff, scripture calls it sin. Confess it. Jesus will 
help you be the man He wants you to be. But you see, we 
each must surrender our shame and receive His life—His 
body and blood, His mercy. Then He makes us men into a 
man like Himself. He shows us His heart for His people, 
His bride. 

He called the disciples “brothers.” He turns us into 
brides and brothers.
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A few weeks ago, my brother Andrew told me a 
wonderful story. (Next time he preaches, I hope he tells the 
whole thing to you.)

He was on one of his evangelism projects and had a 
chance to pray with a pastor he brought on the trip. With 
extreme pain and sorrow, this man told Andrew that his 
bride had only allowed him to consummate their marriage 
covenant five times in twelve years.

Over the course of several hours, Andrew helped 
him confess his anger toward his bride, his contempt for 
himself, and his hatred toward Jesus for allowing this 
marriage. Finally, in desperation, this man cried to Andrew, 
“Help me! You can’t leave me here!”

Andrew said, 

Peter, I felt like Jesus was silent. My pastor 
friend was sobbing, “Help me, please!” 

But then I heard a very quiet voice say, “I 
want to speak to him through you.” I never 
had this experience before, but I agreed, and 
then I heard this voice… on my vocal 
chords. It was so beautiful, deep, and 
passionate. It  said something like this,

“Oh, little brother. [The voice said the man’s 
name, but I’ll call him “brother.”] How I 
desire for my bride to come to me. How I 
deeply yearn for her. I want to enter her, to 
create through her…for her to live in 
me. And you see what so few will ever 
see. You know in a way that so few will 
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ever know. Like you long for your wife, I 
long for my bride. I wait for her, I look for 
her but she does not come. I dress up for her 
with the beauty of the sun, but she does not 
come, I provide food and shelter yet she 
does not notice me. I sing to her with the 
morning birds but she does not care. I covet 
her, I want her. I wait for her to want me, 
but she only wants this world. I want to fill 
her with myself, but she would rather watch 
TV than seek me. I have laid down my life, 
and she rejects me. But you, brother, you 
know how I feel, you know the deep desire 
unfulfilled. And yet I still wait, wait for my 
bride to see me, to desire me, to long for 
me. You have to tell them, little brother. Tell 
them how much I want them, please, please 
tell them how much I love them.

So I’m telling you… 

He loves you this much: 
Enough to make a world and allow it to fall 
so He could bear all its pain 
and suffer all your shame. 
So He could rise from death and hell 
and stand in your road and show you 
His wounds—body broken and blood shed—
show you mercy and say, “Hi!”
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Such that you might fall at His feet
and love Him,

love love,
love God.

He loves you this much, that on the night He was 
betrayed He took bread and broke it saying, “This is my 
body. Take and eat.” He took the cup saying, “This is my 
blood of the new covenant poured out for the forgiveness of 
sins. Take and drink.”

And so we invite you to come to the table, tear off a 
piece of the bread and dip it in the cup. Black cups are 
wine. Purple cups are juice. They’re both blood. 

So, would you pray this prayer with me? You just 
pray it right after me, you just pray it out loud. Just pray 
this, “Jesus, I believe, help my unbelief. I confess to you 
my shame. So fill me with Your mercy, Yourself. Amen.” 

So, Mary, we invite you to come to the table, take 
body broken and blood shed and touch them to your lips. 
That is, kiss His wounds. Worship. Listen to this first song, 
and then sing the second as you kiss His feet. In His name, 
amen.

[The worship band plays… ]

“Love Song”
By Third Day

I’ve heard it said 
That a man would climb a mountain
Just to be with the one he loves
How many times 
has he broken that promise
It has never been done
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I’ve never climbed the highest mountain,
But I walked the hill of Calvary

Just to be with you
I’d do anything
There’s no price I would not pay
Just to be with you
I’d give anything
I would give my life away

I’ve heard it said 
That a man would swim the ocean
Just to be with the one he loves
How many times
Has he broken that promise
It can never be done

I never swam the deepest ocean
But I walked upon the raging the sea

Just to be with you
I’d do anything
There’s no price I would not pay
Just to be with you
I’d give anything
I would give my life away

I know you don’t understand
The fullness of my love
How I died upon the cross for your sins
I know you don’t realize 
How much I give you
I promise, I would do it all again

Just to be with you
I’ve done everything
There’s no price I did not pay
Just to be with you
I gave everything
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Yes, I gave my life away
I gave my life away
Just to be with you
Just to be with you 
Just to be with you 

*****

Amen. If you’d like prayer, we have a prayer 
ministry team. Some of them will be down front after the 
service.

But I have this question for you. Did you come to 
the table? Did you tear off a piece of the bread and dip it in 
the cup with, just like, a mustard seed of faith? You know, 
the word “angel” means “messenger” in scripture. They are 
messengers of God, and I think God would say this to you 
through the messenger this morning, “I know you seek 
Jesus who was crucified, so do not fear.” Imperative tense. 
“No more fear. Do not fear for you came forward, and you 
touched body broken and blood shed to your lips, Mary.”
You worshiped. And now Jesus says, “Hi!”

Oh, He’s the beauty in the sunset. He’s the truth in a 
song. He’s the faith in the midst of your sorrows, the hope 
in your troubles. He’s in your world saying, “Hi!” making 
Himself familiar to you that on that day you stand before 
Him, you can say, “Hey, Jesus!” right back to Him. And He 
says, “Hi!” to you, “Chairo,” “Don’t worry, be happy.” 
Amen.

[The worship band plays, “Don’t Worry, Be Happy.]

*****
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Relevant Texts and Quotations (from bulletin)

“Go up to a land flowing with milk and honey; but I will not go up 
among you, lest I consume you on the way, for you are a stiff-necked 
people.” When the people heard this disastrous word, they mourned, 
and no one put on his ornaments. For the Lord had said to Moses, “Say 
to the people of Israel, ‘You are a stiff-necked people; if for a single 
moment I should go up among you, I would consume you.’” . . . Moses 
said, “Please show me your glory.” And he said, “I will make all my 
goodness pass before you and will proclaim before you my name ‘The 
Lord.’ And I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will 
show mercy on whom I will show mercy. But,” he said, “you cannot 
see my face, for man shall not see me and live.” . . . The Lord passed 
before him and proclaimed, “The Lord, the Lord, a God merciful and 
gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and 
faithfulness, keeping steadfast love for thousands, forgiving iniquity 
and transgression and sin, but who will by no means clear the guilty 
[“the guilty” supplied by the translator], visiting the iniquity of the 
fathers on the children and the children’s children, to the third and the 
fourth generation.” And Moses quickly bowed his head toward the 
earth and worshiped. And he said, “If now I have found favor in your 
sight, O Lord, please let the Lord go in the midst of us, for it is a stiff-
necked people, and pardon our iniquity and our sin, and take us for 
your inheritance.”

Exodus 33:3-5, 33:18-20, 34:6-9 (ESV)

The Lord spoke to Moses after the death of the two sons of Aaron, 
when they drew near before the Lord and died, and the Lord said to 
Moses, “Tell Aaron your brother not to come at any time into the Holy 
Place inside the veil, before the mercy seat that is on the ark, so that he 
may not die. For I will appear in the cloud over the mercy seat. But in
this way Aaron shall come into the Holy Place: with a bull from the 
herd for a sin offering and a ram for a burnt offering. . . . And it shall be 
a statute to you forever that in the seventh month, on the tenth day of 
the month, you shall afflict yourselves and shall do no work, either the 
native or the stranger who sojourns among you. For on this day shall 
atonement be made for you to cleanse you. You shall be clean before 
the Lord from all your sins.” 

Leviticus 16:1-3, 16:29-30 (ESV)
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“Woe to you who desire the day of the Lord! Why would you have the 
day of the Lord? It is darkness, and not light. . . . And on that day,” 
declares the Lord God, “I will make the sun go down at noon and 
darken the earth in broad daylight. . . . In that day I will raise up the 
booth [tabernacle] of David that is fallen and repair its breaches.”

Amos 5:18, 8:9, 9:11a (ESV)

Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the 
ninth hour. . . . And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud 
voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, 
why have you forsaken me?” And Jesus cried out again with a loud 
voice and yielded up his spirit. And behold, the curtain of the temple 
was torn in two, from top to bottom. And the earth shook, and the rocks 
were split. 

Matthew 27:45-46, 27:50-51 (ESV)

Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places 
by the blood of Jesus, by the new and living way that he opened for us 
through the curtain, that is, through his flesh, and since we have a great 
priest over the house of God, let us draw near with a true heart in full 
assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil 
conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. 

Hebrews 10:19-22 (ESV)

For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our 
hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face 
of Jesus Christ.

2 Corinthians 4:6 (ESV)

And behold, Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!”
Matthew 28:9 (ESV)

And behold, Jesus met them and said, “Hail!”
Matthew 28:9 (RSV)

Behold, Jesus met them, saying, “Rejoice!”
Matthew 28:9 (NKJV)

Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Peace be with you.”
Matthew 28:9 (Good News)
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Then Jesus met them, stopping them in their tracks. "Good morning!" 
he said.

Matthew 28:9 (The Message)

And look! Jesus met them saying, “Hi!” 
Frederick Dale Bruner

Now in the place where he was crucified there was a garden, and in the 
garden a new tomb in which no one had yet been laid. So because of 
the Jewish day of Preparation, since the tomb was close at hand, they 
laid Jesus there. Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene 
came to the tomb early, while it was still dark, and saw that the stone 
had been taken away from the tomb. 

John 19:41-20:1 (ESV)

The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work 
it and keep it.  And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, “You 
may surely eat of every tree of the garden, but of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat 
of it you shall surely die.” Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that 
the man should be alone; I will make him a helper fit for him.”

Genesis 2:15-18 (ESV)

And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be 
with you forever,  even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot 
receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for 
he dwells with you and will be in you.

John 14:16-17 (ESV)

The man gave names to all livestock and to the birds of the heavens and 
to every beast of the field. But for Adam there was not found a helper 
fit for him. So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, 
and while he slept took one of his ribs and closed up its place with 
flesh. And the rib that the Lord God had taken from the man he made 
into a woman and brought her to the man. 

Genesis 2:20-22 (ESV)
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Thus it is written, “The first man Adam became a living being”; the last 
Adam became a life-giving spirit. . . . Just as we have borne the image 
of the man of dust, we shall also bear the image of the man of heaven.

1 Corinthians 15:45, 15:49 (ESV)

When Adam fell, God’s son fell; because of the true union made in 
heaven, God’s son could not leave Adam, for by Adam I understand all 
men. Adam fell from life to death into the valley of this wretched 
world, and after that into Hell. God’s son fell with Adam into the valley 
of the Virgin’s womb (and she was the fairest daughter of Adam), in 
order to free Adam from guilt in heaven and in earth; and with his great 
power he fetched him out of hell.

Julian of Norwich, Revelations of Divine Love

For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we 
might become the righteousness of God.

2 Corinthians 5:21 (ESV)

When I passed by you again and saw you, behold, you were at the age 
for love, and I spread the corner of my garment over you and covered 
your nakedness; I made my vow to you and entered into a covenant 
with you, declares the Lord God, and you became mine. . . . But you 
trusted in your beauty and played the whore because of your renown 
and lavished your whorings on any passerby; your beauty became his. . 
. . And I will judge you as women who commit adultery and shed blood 
are judged, and bring upon you the blood of wrath and jealousy. . . . For 
thus says the Lord God: I will deal with you as you have done, you who 
have despised the oath in breaking the covenant, yet I will remember 
my covenant with you in the days of your youth, and I will establish for 
you an everlasting covenant. . . . I will establish my covenant with you, 
and you shall know that I am the Lord, that you may remember and be 
confounded, and never open your mouth again because of your shame, 
when I atone for you for all that you have done, declares the Lord God.

Ezekiel 16:8, 16:15, 16:38, 16:59-60, 16:62-63 (ESV)

For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will 
not be quiet, until her righteousness goes forth as brightness, and her 
salvation as a burning torch. The nations shall see your righteousness, 
and all the kings your glory, and you shall be called by a new name that 
the mouth of the Lord will give. . . . You shall no more be termed 
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Forsaken, and your land shall no more be termed Desolate, but you 
shall be called My Delight Is in Her, and your land Married; for the
Lord delights in you, and your land shall be married. For as a young 
man marries a young woman, so shall your sons marry you, and as the 
bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so shall your God rejoice over you.

Isaiah 62.1-2, 62:4-5 (ESV)

Therefore, behold, I will allure her, and bring her into the wilderness, 
and speak tenderly to her. And there I will give her her vineyards and 
make the Valley of Achor [trouble] a door of hope. And there she shall 
answer as in the days of her youth, as at the time when she came out of 
the land of Egypt. And in that day, declares the Lord, you will call me 
“My Husband,” and no longer will you call me “My Baal.”. . . And I 
will betroth you to me forever. I will betroth you to me in righteousness 
and in justice, in steadfast love and in mercy. I will betroth you to me in 
faithfulness. And you shall know the Lord. . . . For I desire steadfast 
love and not sacrifice, the knowledge of God rather than burnt 
offerings. But like [at] Adam they transgressed the covenant; there they 
dealt faithlessly with me. . . .How can I give you up, O Ephraim? How 
can I hand you over, O Israel? How can I make you like Admah? How 
can I treat you like Zeboiim? My heart recoils within me; my 
compassion grows warm and tender.

Hosea 2:14-16, 2:19-20, 6:6-7, 11:8 (ESV)

“Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, and not sacrifice.’ For I 
came not to call the righteous, but sinners.’”. . . And stretching out his 
hand toward his disciples, he said, “Here are my mother and my 
brothers! For whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my 
brother and sister and mother.”

Matthew 9:13, 12:49-50 (ESV)

Or do you not know that he who is joined to a prostitute becomes one 
body with her? For, as it is written, “The two will become one flesh.” 
But he who is joined to the Lord becomes one spirit with him. . . . Now 
you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 

1 Corinthians 6:16-17, 12:27 (ESV)

“The chalice,” he said, “resembles a cup or vessel, and more important, 
it resembles the shape of a woman’s womb. This symbol communicates 
femininity, womanhood, and fertility,” Langdon looked directly at her 
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now. “Sophie, legend tells us the Holy Grail is a chalice—a cup. . . . 
The Grail is literally the ancient symbol for womanhood, and the Holy
Grail represents the sacred feminine and the goddess, which of course 
has now been lost, virtually eliminated by the Church.”

Dan Brown, The DaVinci Code, p. 238

For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just 
as Christ does the church, because we are members of his body. 
“Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his 
wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” This mystery is profound, 
and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the church. 

Ephesians 5:29-32 (ESV)

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the 
first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the 
holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. . . . Then came one of the 
seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues and 
spoke to me, saying, “Come, I will show you the Bride, the wife of the 
Lamb.” And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great, high mountain, 
and showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven 
from God, having the glory of God, its radiance like a most rare jewel, 
like a jasper, clear as crystal. It had a great, high wall, with twelve 
gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and on the gates the names of the 
twelve tribes of the sons of Israel were inscribed—on the east three 
gates, on the north three gates, on the south three gates, and on the west 
three gates. And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on 
them were the twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.

Revelation 21:1-2, 21:9-14 (ESV)

Sexual imagery is universal in human religious experience. But when 
the living God in whose presence Moses had to remove his shoes, is 
presented as a cuckolded husband who relentlessly pursues His 
wayward wife, some Christians have protested that this is not only an 
outrageous symbol but a blasphemous one. Why? Because the prophet 
Hosea is implying that God doesn't just care for His people; Hosea 
implies that God is sexually aroused in the presence of His people. And 
that idea was shocking to the Jews, scandalous to their neighbors, and 
remains an enormous stumbling block for Jansenists and neo-
Manicheans in our own day.  ~  Are you aware that in the fourth 
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century A.D., the Christian community borrowed and assimilated the 
spring fertility symbol of the Roman Empire and put it into our Easter 
liturgy? At the baptismal rite of the Easter vigil, a lighted candle is 
inserted into a vase of holy water to symbolize that when Jesus Christ 
rose from the dead He consummated His union with His bride the 
church. . . .  ~  Have you ever been sexually aroused to an intense 
degree? Really stimulated in a sensuous way? Passionately turned on? 
Both the Scripture and the liturgy of the Christian community say that 
human sexual arousal is but a pale imitation of God’s passion for His 
people. That is why human love, though it's the best image we have, is 
still an inadequate image of God’s love. Not because it overdoes it, but 
because human desire with all its emotion cannot compare with the 
passionate yearning of Jesus Christ. That is why saints can only stutter 
and stammer about the reality, why Blaise Pascal on his famous night 
of fire, November 21, 1654, could not speak a word, why Bede 
Griffiths wrote, “The love of Jesus Christ is not a mild benevolence; it 
is a consuming fire.”

Brennan Manning, 
Lion and Lamb - The Relentless Tenderness of Jesus, p. 95-96

Now is the judgment of this world; now will the ruler of this world be 
cast out. And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw [attract, 
romance] all people to myself.” He said this to show by what kind of 
death he was going to die. 

John 12:31-33 (ESV)

Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week, 
Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. And behold, 
there was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord descended from 
heaven and came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. His 
appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. And for 
fear of him the guards trembled and became like dead men. But the 
angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek 
Jesus who was crucified. He is not here, for he has risen, as he said. 
Come, see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples 
that he has risen from the dead, and behold, he is going before you to 
Galilee; there you will see him. See, I have told you.” So they departed 
quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his 
disciples. And behold, Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they 
came up and took hold of his feet and worshiped him. Then Jesus said 
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to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee, and 
there they will see me.”

Matthew 28:1-10 (ESV)
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