
The Great Commission 
and the Great Omission
Matthew 28:16-20
Pastor Peter Hiett

[Peter comes up on stage to preach with his shirt tail 
showing through his open fly.]

At the end of World War II, workers repaired a 
statue of Jesus in a bombed out cathedral in England. They 
repaired all the statue and yet left Christ without hands. At 
the bottom of the statue, they placed this inscription: 
“Christ has no hands but ours.”

Today we reach the end of the Gospel of Matthew, 
and Christ gives us a great commission. Matthew 28:19,

Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit 
[one name, three persons], teaching them to 
observe all that I have commanded you.

“Make disciples…” How many disciples have you 
made? Are you fulfilling the great commission? We are the 
only hands He has.

In the words of Francis Schaeffer, “How shall we 
then live?”

with a due sense of responsibility,
with a due sense of purpose and drive,
with a due sense of gravity and sobriety,

taking care how we present ourselves to the 
world for we are representatives of the 
most high God. How are we doing? For 
this world thinks the Church is a joke, and 
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we are fools. They… they don’t take us 
seriously.

[Peter has noticed that his fly is down. The congregation  
has also noticed.]

Take a moment and meditate on your responsibility. 
Every head bowed and every eye closed. Ask yourself, 
“What does the Great Commission require of me?”

[Peter turns his back to the congregation and zips up his fly. 
The sound of the zip is caught by the microphone and heard 
throughout the sanctuary.]

So we must live with a due sense of dignity, 
responsibility, purpose, gravity, and sobriety… 

You saw that my pants were unzipped, didn’t you? 
That’s so frustrating… and kind of unnerving. 

I mean, just think of it, Jesus gave the great 
commission to people like us. What’s He thinking?! You 
don’t entrust the fate of the planet and humanity’s eternal 
destiny to guys who can’t even remember to zip up their 
pants… 

People with body odor and zits who can’t even 
dress in fashion… 

The church of the “dropouts, the losers, the 
sinners, and failures, and the fools.”

To be honest with you, at times the great 
commission has really scared me. At times, it has been the 
most condemning, terrifying, debilitating verse in scripture. 
I calculate how many disciples I’ve made, and if I’m 
observing all that He commands, and I feel condemned, 
and then I get terrified, and then I get debilitated.

It's like when I used to play baseball at school, and 
the kids would chant, “Hey, batter, batter, batter, batter, 



3

swing.” Then laugh. I felt condemned, then terrified, then 
debilitated, and I almost always struck out.

Kierkegaard wrote, “The one who strives in fear 
never becomes God’s friend.” John wrote, “There is no fear 
in love.” And what has Jesus commanded us? In a word: 
Love.

Yikes! Even more condemned, terrified, and 
debilitated until I don’t love God; maybe I even hate Him.

So maybe we need to go back and take a second 
look at the great commission. 

Matthew 28:16-20, you’ll remember Jesus has just 
appeared to the last person that this world would expect: 
Mary of Magdalene and the other Mary. You’ll also 
remember that at this point the eleven are definitely not a 
picture of responsible, capable, purposeful discipleship. 
They have all failed miserably, especially their leader,  
Peter.

Verse 16,

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee 
[what Matthew and Isaiah call “Galilee of 
the gentiles”], to the mountain to which 
Jesus had directed them. 

Mountains are really important in scripture, like 
“the mountain of God” in the Old Testament. It’s 
interesting that this is the seventh mountain that Jesus 
climbs in the Gospel of Matthew.1 Seven is the number of 
completion.

  
1 The Seven Mountains:
Temptation (Matthew 4:8) The Sermon (Matthew 5:1)
Prayer (Matthew 14:23) Healing and Feeding (Matthew 15:29)
Transfiguration (Matthew 17:1)  Mount of Olives (Matthew 24:3)
This Mountain (Matthew 28:16)
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This is the most important mountain, and we don't 
know where it is.

Twice Jesus has talked about faith moving “this 
mountain.” That would be a reference to the Mount of 
Transfiguration in chapter 17, and the Mount of Olives or 
Mount Zion in Chapter 21.

Zechariah had prophesied that one day the great 
Shepherd would stand on the Mount of Olives next to 
Jerusalem, and it would be torn—like the veil was torn and 
the tomb was torn—split, krisis, judged in two.

And according to scripture, Mount Zion did move. 
Hebrews says we’ve come to Mount Zion, the heavenly 
Jerusalem, the temple of the living God. So we’ve come to 
it even if we never left Golden.

Jesus said to the Samaritan woman, “The hour is 
coming when neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem 
will you worship the Father. . . . The hour is coming and 
now is when the true worshipers will worship the Father in 
spirit and truth.”

So now we worship the Father in the presence of  
Jesus, by the power of the Spirit, on this mountain in the 
land of the gentiles every seventh day.

We are the new Jerusalem, the temple of the living 
God. I think this is that mountain… the seventh mountain. 
This is holy ground.

And my fly was unzipped.
Next verse,

And when they saw him they worshiped him, 
but some doubted. 

A more accurate translation may be, “all doubted 
some.” Wow! The great commission is given to doubting 
screw-ups who nevertheless worship.
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Luke writes that they “disbelieved for joy” (Luke 
24:41). We doubt because we’re afraid to hope… afraid to 
hope.

“The greatest enemy of faith is not doubt,” writes 
Richard Rohr, “The greatest enemy of faith is fear.”

They were afraid to hope. It made their hearts 
vulnerable.

In the last few days, they had experienced 
unspeakable pain and felt like the world’s biggest fools. So 
they worshipped, and they doubted.

Next verse (verse 8),

And Jesus came and said to them, “All 
authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me.” 

“All authority…” All exousia… it’s also translated 
power and freedom. Exousia is more than just physical 
power; it’s personal power; it’s rightful power.

Authority is the power of the author over his 
story… History. It is the power of the Plot, the Word, the 
Power that upholds all things.

All authority has been given to Jesus. So how much 
is left to be given to Jesus? Do the math.

All authority - All authority = 
0 authority left to be given to Jesus.

As if, “It is finished.” 
As if, “The Son of Man has come (like in Daniel 7) 

on the clouds of heaven and received His kingdom, which 
will not pass away.”
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All authority is His, yet in this world governments, 
systems, people, spirits, angels… they sure seem to have 
authority. But how much do they really have? Do the math.

All authority - All authority given to Jesus = 
No authority left.

They must have the illusion of authority. Their 
authority is a lie. They think they have power and authority, 
when in fact, “God accomplishes all things according to the 
counsel of His will,” as Paul puts it in Ephesians 1. 

According to the working of his great might 
which he accomplished in Christ when he 
raised him from the dead and made him sit 
at his right hand in the heavenly places, far 
above all rule and authority and power and 
dominion, and above every name that is 
named, not only in this age but also in that 
which is to come; and he has put all things 
under his feet and has made him the head 
over all things for the church, which is his 
body, the fulness of him who fills all in all. 

So we are His hands, and yet He is in authority. He 
has all authority. Yet in 1 Corinthians, Paul writes that 
Christ will “reign till he has put all enemies under his 
feet… for God has put all things in subjection under his 
feet.”

So Christ is in absolute authority, yet He still allows 
some lying authorities to exist.

Maybe it’s because we’re like lying authorities, or 
maybe it’s because He wants to show us His victory over 
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the authorities, or maybe it’s because He wants to share 
with us His victory over the authorities.

My daughter is afraid of snakes. It would be as if I 
caught a snake, and I held it on the ground behind its head, 
and I said to my daughter, “Sweetheart, I have all power 
and authority over this snake. Go therefore, and crush its 
head.”

I’ve told you about my friend’s struggle with Satan. 
I used to cast out demons, but there came a point when 
Jesus would appear in visions and place Satan in a box or 
hold him by the neck. Then He’d ask my friend to slay Him 
or cast Him out. As if to say, “Sweetheart, see I have all 
authority. Go therefore, and crush the serpent’s  head. I 
give you authority.”

There are lying authorities, and Jesus shares with us 
real authority. And yet all authority in heaven and on earth 
has already been given to Him. 

So   it’s  not as if the victory is in question.
It’s  not as if He is dependent on us.
It’s  not as if He needs us. 

And it’s not as if he’s worried over us.

He makes all things new, so no failure is final. In 
fact, they all happen within His plan and under His 
authority in order to reveal His glory in grace (khesed, 
mercy). “All things work together for good for them called 
according to His purpose.” “Even our sins,” adds Saint 
Augustine.

Christ has conquered, and yet He’s revealing his 
victory in space and time, and even in us. So He says to His 
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children, “Step on the snake’s head.” and He says to His 
bride, “Swing my sword. Swing away. Go therefore, and 
swing away. All authority has been given to me.”

Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you. And behold, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age.

“All power and authority is mine,” your friend, 
Jesus. “All authority is mine. Go therefore. Go therefore.”

It seems we always forget to ask what the 
“therefore” is there for. So we preach the great commission 
and commit the great omission. We omit the first part of 
Christ’s statement, what the “therefore” is there for.

I go to missions meetings and pastors conferences, 
and I hear, 

We’re losing the cultural war. The Moslems 
are coming, and people are going to hell, 
‘cause we’re screwing up. It’s been 2,000 
years since the great commission, and we’re 
screwing it up, so let’s get our act together. 
Let’s get responsible. Let’s seize control. 
Jesus is counting on us. God’s dependent on 
us. He needs us.

In other words, He doesn’t have all authority. Go 
therefore… get worried and go therefore.

We preach, “Go, ‘cause God needs you.” Jesus 
preached, “Go, ‘cause God doesn’t need you.” 
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The difference is the difference between 
grace and law,
new covenant and old covenant,
heaven and hell.

God does not need your help. 
God wants your help.

When I was little, my daddy never needed my help, 
but I’d say, “Can I help? Can I help?” And when he’d let 
me it wasn’t a chore but a gift. I’d put my little hands on 
the mower. He’d put his big hands over mine, and we’d 
mow the lawn together as I entered the joy of my father.

“All authority, power has been granted unto me. 
Therefore, go.”

He doesn’t say where. So maybe it isn’t about where we 
go, so much as how we go.

As if the road really is how it is walked.
As if Jesus really is the Way, and 

“Lo, He is with us.”
As if you could trust in the Lord, and He would `

make straight your path.
Go worshiping. Go believing that Christ has conquered.

So how do we go? Cautiously? Carefully? 
Anxiously? Responsibly? Timidly? How do we then live? 
Like this:

[Peter shows a clip from The Blues Brothers. Jake has 
recently been released from jail. Elwood is pulled over by 
the police for a traffic violation. The police tell him his 
license has been suspended and ask him to step out of the 
car. Instead, Elwood takes off in the car, and the police 
chase them.] 
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Jake: First you trade the Cadillac for a 
microphone. Then you lie to me about the 
band. Now you’re gonna put me right back 
in the joint.

Elwood: They’re not gonna catch us. We’re 
on a mission from God.

[Elwood drives through a shopping mall. 
The toy store in the mall is shown as a 
customer attempts to make a purchase.]

Clerk: Will there be anything else?
Customer: Yes, do you have a Miss Piggy?

[Elwood crashes through the toy store, glass 
and debris fly everywhere. Elwood 
continues to crash into the main walking 
strip of the mall as two police cars continue 
to chase them. Elwood honks his horn as he 
crashes through the mall, and people 
scatter.]

Jake [calmly pointing]: Hamson Burgers.

Elwood: Yeah. Lots of space in this mall.

[They continue to careen through the mall as 
they calmly discuss what stores they see.]

Jake: Disco dancing hair cuts.

Elwood: Yeah. Baby clothes.
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Jake: This place has got everything.

Elwood: Pier One Imports.

[One police car lands on its roof, is hit by 
the other police car causing it to spin around 
and around and finally stop. The other police 
car crashes, too. Jake and Elwood crash 
through a window to the parking lot and 
escape.]

[Next scene: Jake and Elwood are tracking 
down their former band members to help 
raise money for an orphanage.]

Willie [former band member]: You’ll never 
get Matt and Mr. Fabulous out of them high 
payin’ gigs.

Jake: Oh, yeah. [Lighting a cigarette.] Well, 
me and the Lord, we got an understanding.

Elwood: We’re on a mission from God.

[Next scene: Jake and Elwood approach Mr. 
Fabulous at Chez Paul, where he works.]

Jake: We’re putting the band back together.

Mr. Fabulous: Forget it. No way.
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Elwood: We’re on a mission from God.

[Next scene: Jake and Elwood are talking to 
Matt, another former band member in the 
restaurant he runs with his wife. His wife 
looks on with disdain.]

Jake: Matt, me and Elwood, we’re putting 
the band back together. We need you and 
Blue Lou.

Matt: Man, don’t talk that way around here. 
My old lady, she’ll kill me.

Elwood: Ma’am, you gotta understand that 
this is a lot bigger than any domestic 
problems you might be experiencing. 

Jake: Ma’am, would it make you feel any 
better if you knew that what we’re asking 
Matt here to do is a holy thing?

Elwood: You see, we’re on a mission from 
God.

[Next scene: Jake and Elwood are in a sauna 
with Maurie, a promoter.]

Jake: Maurie, we need this gig.

Elwood: We’re on a mission from God.

Jake: You get us the hall, Maurie, and I’ll 
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guarantee you we’ll pack ‘em in from miles 
around. What d’ya say?

Now, I hope you don't think I’m just trying to be 
funny or cute. I’m serious as a heart attack: Go therefore. 
Go that way.

Now, if you’re familiar with that brilliant piece of 
new covenant film making, you know the plot: Jake and 
Elwood Blues are drop-outs, losers, sinners, failures, and 
fools. But they receive a revelation in worship at the Triple 
Rock Church. They see the light and receive a commission. 
It is to raise $5,000 in eleven days to save  the St. Helen of 
the Blessed Shroud Orphanage from foreclosure due to 
back taxes in Calumet City.

It’s a mission impossible, yet it’s a mission from 
God. So they surrender all their talents and set out to pull 
the band back together and give a concert in a great concert 
hall.

All the authority structures of northern Illinois 
conspire against them: Political structures, social structures, 
family structures, state police, the rednecks, and the Illinois 
Nazis… all the authority structures of this world.

Yet, there is no higher authority than God. They’re 
on a mission from God, so they believe they cannot fail. 
Therefore, they go in faith without fear, and nothing can 
stop the music.

If you come to the mountain and worship Jesus, 
you’re on a mission from God, too. “Go make disciples.” 
Actually, you can’t make a disciple any more than you can 
make fruit. 

Only God makes disciples. 
Only God makes fruit.
So, Jesus didn’t say, “Go make disciples.” Actually 

in the Greek, “make disciples” is one word, and it’s a verb. 
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The direct translation of the Greek is “Going therefore,
disciple. Disciple all nations, all people. Wherever you go, 
disciple.”

That doesn’t mean fill in blanks in a workbook. 
Discipleship is not a program but a life, a shared life.

It’s loving God in the presence of people. 
And the Kingdom spreads like an infection, 
like leaven hidden in three measures of flour, 
like a song you can’t get out of your head.

It’s the Living Word, 
the Spirit of Jesus, 
Christ in you, 
a relationship, not a religion,
The Kingdom,

and no authority in this world can stop it 
or will stop it.

“Going therefore, disciple.” We’re all going 
somewhere. And so anywhere you have a mission, the great 
commission. At home, at school, at play, at work… you are 
God’s missionary. Love God in the presence of people, and 
you are our missionary, and your employer pays your 
salary so the church doesn’t have to.

But don’t worry. You’re on a mission from God. 
You’ll experience setbacks, what feels like failure. You 
may even die. Yet you cannot really fail. You’re on a 
mission from God.

You can’t fail, but if you ask, “Then why try?” 
maybe you haven’t been to the mountain, maybe you 
haven’t worshipped. If you ask, “Why try?” You’re asking, 
“Shall I sin that grace may abound?”
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Why try?
Why does a bird sing?
Why do you eat good bread and drink good wine?
Why do you make love?
Why do you buy your bride some flowers?
Bride, why do you fix your groom a steak dinner?

You know, my bride is purposeful, but not purpose 
driven. I think that book by Rick Warren is probably a great 
book, but it needs a better title.

We’re not to be purpose driven so much as love inspired. 
I mean, I don’t want a purpose driven bride. 

I want a love constrained bride. 
A purpose driven bride is focused on her purpose. 

A loving bride is focused on me.
She doesn’t serve me to accomplish some purpose or 
mission so she can achieve the status of “true bride.”

No, she is my “true bride,” and so she’s free to live 
her mission.

See, marriage is weird that way. In marriage, I make 
a covenant and the covenant is a declaration, “You are my 
true bride. Done deal. You will always be my true bride as 
long as we both shall live.” 

Then she’s free to be what the covenant has made 
her to be. The covenant makes her good. That is, able to 
love for nothing, able to love because she’s been loved, 
able to love without fear, able to love in freedom, able to 
love like God because it’s her nature.

Jesus has just ratified the eternal covenant in His 
blood. He’s speaking to His new bride—the strange 
women, the Church. He’s saying, “I did it; it’s finished; it’s 
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done. Go therefore, believing, trusting, worshiping, loving, 
and fruit happens… disciples happen.”

Love Jesus, 
and you’ll bear testimony to Jesus, 
and disciples of Jesus will happen. 

Love your ministry, your purpose, your mission, 
and you’ll make disciples of you 
because the story’s no longer about Jesus; 
it’s about you. 
You may make a lot of disciples, 
but they’re all disciples of you, 
and so they’re dead, 
and so you’re dead.

If it’s about me and my responsibility, it depends on 
me, and then I’m truly afraid for me. I disciple in fear and 
make disciples of fear instead of disciples of God. And God 
is love, and there is “no fear in love.” His love is life and 
that life is a dance to the music which is heaven.

Fear throws me back on myself. Then I can’t love 
well, live well, dance well, or sing well.

The Blues Brothers is a musical. Our lives are to be 
like a musical. In the movie, this woman asks, “Are you the 
police?” Elwood answers, “No, ma’am. We’re musicians.” 
They don't live by the law; they’ve been seized by “the 
power of a great affection.” 

All great musicians must lose themselves and then 
find themselves in the music. They have to surrender 
control of their fingers to the rhythm of the song in order to 
hit each note. If I’m afraid of missing each note, I’ll never 
hear the song, but if I surrender to the song, I’ll eventually 
play each note.
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If we are Jesus’ hands, we have to lose ourselves in 
order to play along. My hands don’t worry. It’s not their 
job. What I mean by that is they’re not responsible, just 
obedient. My head worries. Are you the head or the hands? 
Jesus is the head; we are His hands.

He says, “Don't fear. All authority, power, and 
freedom is mine. Therefore, go disciple, baptizing in the 
name.” Baptism is our death with Christ, and Christ’s life 
in us. It’s losing ourselves and finding ourselves in Him.

All of our fears are about ourselves. If you’re afraid 
for others, you’re afraid you can’t save them. All our fears 
are about ourselves.

I used to always strike out in baseball at school 
because I wouldn’t keep my eye on the ball. I couldn't keep 
my eye on the ball  ‘cause my eye was on me…. On me 
because I was terrified that me couldn’t keep my eye on the 
ball, terrified that I couldn’t fulfill the great baseball 
commission. Yet, when I played after school with friends, 
and I wasn’t afraid about me, and I wasn’t afraid to look 
like a fool, then I could smack the ball out of the park.

In Jesus, the Father says, “I love you, and I  delight 
in you. You are mine. You’ve already won, so swing away. 
Go therefore and swing away. Swing away, and if you 
miss, don’t worry. Even there, I lead you in triumph. You 
can laugh at yourself. So swing away. ”

The Blues Brothers is a musical, and it’s a comedy. 
Jake and Elwood are fools. They are holy fools.

The Eastern Orthodox church recognizes the status 
of the holy fool as a living lesson for all believers that 
we’re called to be fools for Christ’s sake.

The first saint to be recognized as a fool was Saint 
Simeon Salos. In the 6th Century, he practiced private acts 
of kindness toward others, but made a fool of himself in 
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public. He rebelled against the authorities. He defecated in 
public. He feasted on fast days, especially on beans to 
enhance the desired effect. He was routinely kicked out of 
mass for throwing nuts at the altar candles.

On Good Friday as the priest was admonishing the 
people to “mortify their flesh” (like Christ), Saint Simeon 
pulled out a long sausage and began to eat it during the 
service. As they were dragging him out of the church for 
one of the very last times he said, “The essence of human 
sinfulness is to take ourselves and our rituals too seriously.”

You can only serve one master. 
So you can take yourself seriously 
or you can take God seriously. 

Either He has authority 
or you have authority.

If you take yourself seriously, 
you can’t take God seriously.

If you take God seriously,
you can’t take yourself seriously.

The world doesn’t take God seriously, 
so they cannot take themselves lightly.

My daughter is in Key Club at Bear Creek High 
School. On the way up to church last week, she told me 
about this lecture at one of her Key Club events.

This guy was giving a speech on being a good 
citizen or something. He was very serious, but he’d 
forgotten to zip up his pants. Everyone saw, but when he 
saw, he wouldn’t acknowledge it.

Elizabeth said, “Dad, he had everyone close their 
eyes and meditate on what he had said. And then, Dad, he 
zipped up his fly. Everyone heard it, and then he just went 
on and finished his lecture.”
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Yet Elizabeth didn’t remember what he said. She 
remembered his zipper. They all had meditated on the 
zipper.

When we deny our failures, the world just sees our
failures. But when we acknowledge our failures, they 
become our strength. For if we don't take ourselves 
seriously, the world sees we must be taking someone else 
seriously. 

Paul writes, 

We have this treasure in earthen vessels 
[that forget their zippers] to show that the 
transcendent power belongs to Christ. . . . I 
will all the more gladly boast of my 
weaknesses so that the power of Christ 
would rest on me. . . . God has chosen what 
is foolish in the world to shame the wise.

So I love to watch Andrew preach 
and see hundreds get saved. 

I love to listen to Aram pray and quote Bible verses 
that cut like knives into people’s hearts.

I love to listen to my wife prophecy into people’s lives,
insights so deep they blow my mind.

I love it ‘cause I know her, and she’s dingy.
I love it ‘cause I know Andrew, Aram, and Susan.

They’re each like foolish clay vessels that show 
the transcendent power belongs to God.
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God uses people with body odor and zits. People 
who’ve left the barn door wide open. People like Jake and 
Elwood Blues. People like Peter, James, John, Matthew—
those eleven doubting, worshiping disciples. Holy fools…  
people that have learned to not take themselves seriously 
because they take God so seriously.

In the Russian Orthodox church, it’s the tradition of 
the priests to gather on the day after Easter and tell jokes 
because Easter is the “cosmic joke” on all the authorities of 
this world.

The cross is folly, foolishness to the world. Jesus 
took His Father so seriously that He humbled Himself to 
the point of ultimate foolishness… death on a cross. And 
now God has given Him “all authority in heaven and on 
earth.” 

Take Him seriously and yourself not seriously, and 
Christ gives you His authority and through you changes the 
world. You are His hands.

In 1990 I met some believers that changed the 
world. They had toppled the government of Romania just 
eleven months before. They weren’t able to do that with 
any of the authority structures of this world, for they were 
all set against them.

Their faith was illegal, and so it had to spread like 
leaven, like an infection, like a song. In fact, the revolution 
began as a song. 

Believers gathered around the home of a persecuted 
Romanian pastor and began to sing. When the police 
stormed the crowd and took the pastor, the song moved to 
the central square in the city of Timisoara.

My friend, Peter Dugulescu, was there. He showed 
me around the house. He showed me the square. He has
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cars all over his body from the times the authorities tried to 
kill him. He showed me around the square and told me how 
hundreds of thousands had come to the square to join the 
singing and chant, “God exists! God exists!”

At one end of this immense square is an old stone 
orthodox cathedral. At the other end is an immense public 
concert hall.

At one point, the military opened fire on the crowd. 
Thousands ran to the cathedral where they were gunned 
down on the steps. The priests had locked the doors and sat 
inside. Body broken and blood shed was heaped in 
immense piles at their door—outside their door.

See, they took themselves and their power very 
seriously. So they cooperated with the powers, the 
authorities of this world. They had their God in their box 
and didn’t want to let Him out.

At the other end of the square, the rebellion would 
gather—God’s rebellion, the Marys would gather—at the 
concert hall. From the balcony, while snipers still shot at 
the crowd, Peter addressed 200,000. It had been illegal for 
45 years, but in spontaneous unity, they all dropped to their 
knees and recited the Lord’s prayer, like a song they 
couldn’t forget. 

The band was back together.
In three days, Christmas day, the dictator was 

toppled. And yet, the new government wasn’t the 
Kingdom. No worldly government is the Kingdom. But the 
Kingdom was manifest in this world in the songs and 
prayers at that concert hall. It was manifest in 200,000 
disciples… holy fools. Holy fools no longer taking this 
world seriously, only God seriously. 
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We all live one breath, one heartbeat away from the 
new creation, and when we believe it, we live and die like 
holy fools.

My friend Peter and the other believers, they were 
just regular guys. I remember Peter telling me, “Brother 
Peter, sometimes I feel so weak, and I have doubts.” Just 
regular guys, and that amazed me. Body odors, zits, barn 
doors open. They doubted, but they worshiped. Holy 
fools… got the picture?

At one end of the square was the old orthodox authorities
But at the other end… the holy fools.

At one end… dead religion,
But at the other… living relationship.

At one end… the law,
At the other… love.

At one end… fear,
At the other… faith.

At one end… this world,
At the other… the Marys, God’s rebellion.

At one end… hell,
At the other… heaven.

At one end… the old covenant,
At the other… the new.

At one end… Mount Sinai,
At the other… Mount Zion, the new Jerusalem.

At one end… the stone temple, the old harlot,
At the other… the living temple, bride of Christ.

It’s the distance we’ve traveled in the Gospel of 
Matthew. It’s the distance we travel in life. Yes, it’s hard, 
and yes, it’s painful, and yes, it’s confusing, but it’s a 
“mission from God.” And He won’t fail, so we can enjoy 
the trip.
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That’s what I love about that Blues Brothers
movie… They’re crashing through the mall, everybody’s 
against them, their world is caving in, but they’re enjoying 
the trip. “Oh, look, Disco Pants and Haircuts… Pier One 
Imports...”

That’s what shocked me about the believers in 
Romania. You could spot one 200 yards away. They were 
the only people that smiled. They were taking Someone 
else seriously.

Jesus said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has 
been given unto me. Go therefore.” 

So go without fear and in faith, and for His sake, 
enjoy the trip for behold, He is with you always.

And so He took the bread, and He broke it saying, 
“This is my body given for you. Take and eat.” And in the 
same manner after supper and having given thanks, He took 
the cup, and He said, “This is my blood of the covenant 
poured out for the forgiveness of sins. Drink of it, all of 
you.” 

His body broken, and His blood shed. Authority. 
And He gives it to you. This is the seventh mountain. Come 
worship. Amen.

*****

[Danny plays… ]

“God’s Own Fool”
(by Michael Card)

Seems I've imagined Him all of my life 
As the wisest of all of mankind 
But if God's Holy wisdom is foolish to men 
He must have seemed out of His mind 
For even His family said He was mad 
And the priests said a demon's to blame 
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But God in the form of this angry young man 
Could not have seemed perfectly sane

Chorus 
When we in our foolishness thought we were wise 
He played the fool and He opened our eyes 
When we in our weakness believed we were strong 
He became helpless to show we were wrong 
And so we follow God’s own fool 
For only the foolish can tell
Believe the unbelievable 
And come be a fool as well 
So come lose your life for a carpenter's son 
For a madman who died for a dream 
And you'll have the faith His first followers had 
And you'll feel the weight of the beam 
So surrender the hunger to say you must know 
Have the courage to say I believe 
For the power of paradox opens your eyes 
And blinds those who say they can see 

Chorus 
When we in our foolishness thought we were wise 
He played the fool and He opened our eyes 
When we in our weakness believed we were strong 
He became helpless to show we were wrong 
And so we follow God’s own fool 
For only the foolish can tell 
Believe the unbelievable 
And come be a fool as well 
So we follow God’s own Fool 
For only the foolish can tell 
Believe the unbelievable, 
And come be a fool as well

Did you come to the table and worship? In case 
you’re thinking, “Well, pastor, I did, but I kind of doubted. 
I just have some doubts.” Do you remember what Jesus 
said about that? He said, “If you have faith the size of a 
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grain of mustard seed… ” Remember what you can do? 
“Move mountains.” If you just came with that much faith, 
the mountain moved. You came to the seventh mountain, 
and I believe that the Lord would say this to you, 
“Sweetheart, do you see? Do you see? It’s finished! I did it! 
All authority in heaven and on earth has been given unto 
me. Go therefore, go that way. Going therefore, disciple: 
Love God in front of people. You love God in front of 
people, and you’ll begin to love people. And love God and 
love people and you begin to fulfill the entire law. Go 
disciple all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit [the trinity], 
teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. 
And lo, I AM with you always.”

Do you remember who I AM is? He’s with you 
always. So no more playin’ it safe. No more playin’ it safe 
with your finances. No more playin’ it safe with your time. 
No more playin’ it safe with your life. Go therefore, in faith 
without fear and enjoy the trip. In Jesus name, amen.

If you’d like prayer, we have a prayer ministry 
team. They’ll be down front, and they’d love to pray with 
you.

*****
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Relevant Texts and Quotations (from bulletin)

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which 
Jesus had directed them. 

Matthew 28:16 (ESV)

The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, the way of the sea, 
beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles—the people dwelling in 
darkness have seen a great light, and for those dwelling in the region 
and shadow of death, on them a light has dawned.

Matthew 4:15-16 (ESV)

The Seven Mountains:
Temptation (Matthew 4:8)
The Sermon (Matthew 5:1)
Prayer (Matthew 14:23)
Healing and Feeding (Matthew 15:29)
Transfiguration (Matthew 17:1)
Mount of Olives (Matthew 24:3)
This Mountain (Matthew 28:16)

He said to them, “Because of your little faith. For truly, I say to you, if 
you have faith like a grain of mustard seed, you will say to this 
mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move, and nothing will 
be impossible for you.”. . . And Jesus answered them, “Truly, I say to 
you, if you have faith and do not doubt, you will not only do what has 
been done to the fig tree, but even if you say to this mountain, ‘Be 
taken up and thrown into the sea,’ it will happen.” 

Matthew 17:20, 21:21 (ESV)

Then the Lord will go out and fight against those nations as when he 
fights on a day of battle. On that day his feet shall stand on the Mount 
of Olives that lies before Jerusalem on the east, and the Mount of 
Olives shall be split in two from east to west by a very wide valley, so 
that one half of the Mount shall move northward, and the other half 
southward. 

Zechariah 14:3-4 (ESV)

Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when 
neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father.”

John 4:21 (ESV)
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For you have not come to what may be touched, a blazing fire and 
darkness and gloom and a tempest and the sound of a trumpet and a 
voice whose words made the hearers beg that no further messages be 
spoken to them. For they could not endure the order that was given, “If 
even a beast touches the mountain, it shall be stoned.” Indeed, so 
terrifying was the sight that Moses said, “I tremble with fear.” But you 
have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the 
heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, and 
to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, 
the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, and to 
Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that 
speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.

Hebrews 12:18-24 (ESV)

On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of 
rich food, a feast of well-aged wine, of rich food full of marrow, of 
aged wine well refined. And he will swallow up on this mountain the 
covering that is cast over all peoples, the veil that is spread over all 
nations. He will swallow up death forever; and the Lord God will wipe 
away tears from all faces, and the reproach of his people he will take 
away from all the earth, for the Lord has spoken. It will be said on that 
day, “Behold, this is our God; we have waited for him, that he might 
save us. This is the Lord; we have waited for him; let us be glad and 
rejoice in his salvation.”

Isaiah 25:6-9 (ESV)

And when they saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted. 
Matthew 28:17 (ESV)

One may, of course, be confused and one may doubt; but whoever once 
believes has something like a character indelibilis. He may take 
comfort of the fact that he is being upheld. Everyone who has to 
contend with unbelief should be advised that he ought not to take his 
own unbelief too seriously. Only faith is to be taken seriously; and if 
we have faith as a grain of mustard seed, that suffices for the devil to 
have lost his game.

Karl Barth, Dogmatics in Outline
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The greatest enemy of faith is not doubt: the greatest enemy of faith is 
fear. Most of the world is controlled by fear, petty and big. Petty fears 
control people; great fears control nations.

Richard Rohr, Radical Grace

And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth 
has been given to me.” 

Matthew 28:18 (ESV)

I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven there 
came one like a son of man, and he came to the Ancient of Days and 
was presented before him. And to him was given dominion and glory 
and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve 
him; his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass 
away, and his kingdom one that shall not be destroyed. . . . “These four 
great beasts are four kings who shall arise out of the earth. But the 
saints of the Most High shall receive the kingdom and possess the 
kingdom forever, forever and ever.. . . And the kingdom and the 
dominion and the greatness of the kingdoms under the whole heaven 
shall be given to the people of the saints of the Most High; their 
kingdom shall be an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve 
and obey them.”

Daniel 7:13-14, 7:17-18, 7:27 (ESV)

. . . Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the 
ruler of kings on earth. To him who loves us and has freed us from our 
sins by his blood. 

Revelation 1:5 (ESV)

For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of 
the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made 
alive. But each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his 
coming those who belong to Christ. Then comes the end, when he 
delivers the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule and 
every authority and power. For he must reign until he has put all his 
enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be destroyed is death. For 
“God has put all things in subjection under his feet.” 

1 Corinthians 15:21-27a (ESV)
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For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and 
your love toward all the saints, I do not cease to give thanks for you, 
remembering you in my prayers, that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation 
in the knowledge of him, having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, 
that you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what 
are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and what is the 
immeasurable greatness of his power in us who believe, according to 
the working of his great might which he accomplished in Christ when 
he raised him from the dead and made him sit at his right hand in the 
heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and 
dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but 
also in that which is to come; and he has put all things under his feet 
and has made him the head over all things for the church, which is his 
body, the fulness of him who fills all in all. . . . For by grace you have 
been saved through faith; and this is not your own doing, it is the gift of 
God—not because of works, lest any man should boast. For we are his 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 
prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. 

Ephesians 1:15-23, 2:8-10 (RSV)

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations [literally: “disciple all 
nations”], baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded 
you.

Matthew 28:19-20a (ESV)

We can’t fail; we’re on a mission from God.
Jake and Elwood Blues

When I came to Troas to preach the gospel of Christ, a door was 
opened for me in the Lord; but my mind could not rest because I did 
not find my brother Titus there. So I took leave of them and went on to 
Macedonia. But thanks be to God, who in Christ always leads us in 
triumph, and through us spreads the fragrance of the knowledge of him 
everywhere. For we are the aroma of Christ to God among those who 
are being saved and among those who are perishing, to one a fragrance 
from death to death, to the other a fragrance from life to life. Who is 
sufficient for these things?

2 Corinthians 2:12-16 (RSV)
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In our search for a suitable pastor, the following scratch sheet was 
developed for your perusal. Of the candidates investigated by the 
committee, only one was found to have the necessary qualities. The list 
contains the names of the candidates and comments on each, should 
you be interested in investigating them further for future pastoral 
placements.

Noah: He has 120 years of preaching experience, but no 
converts.

Moses: He stutters; and his former congregation says he loses 
his temper over trivial things.

Abraham: He took off to Egypt during hard times. We heard 
that he got into trouble with the authorities and then 
tried to lie his way out.

David: He is an unacceptable moral character. He might have 
been considered for minister of music had he not 
“fallen.”

Solomon: He has a reputation for wisdom but fails to practice 
what he preaches.

Elijah: He proved to be inconsistent, and is known to fold 
under pressure.

Hosea: His family life is in a shambles. Divorced and 
remarried to a prostitute.

Jeremiah: He is too emotional, alarmist; some say a real 
“pain in the neck.”

Amos: Comes from a farming background. Better off picking 
figs.

John: He says he is a Baptist but lacks tact and dresses like a 
hippie. Would not feel comfortable at a church 
potluck supper.

Peter: Has a bad temper and was heard to have even denied 
Christ publicly.

Paul: We found him to lack tact. He is too harsh, his 
appearance is contemptible, and he preaches far too 
long.

Timothy: He has potential but is much too young for the 
position.

Jesus: He tends to offend church members with his preaching, 
especially Bible scholars. He is also too 
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controversial. He even offended the search committee 
with his pointed questions.

Judas: He seemed to be very practical, cooperative, good with 
money, cares for the poor, and dresses well. We all 
agreed that he is just the man we are looking for to 
fill the vacancy as our Senior Pastor.

Thank you for all you have done in assisting us with our pastoral 
search.

Pastoral Search Committee Chairman

For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise 
according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many 
were of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish in the world to 
shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the 
strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things 
that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, so that no human being 
might boast in the presence of God. He is the source of your life in 
Christ Jesus, whom God made our wisdom and our righteousness and 
sanctification and redemption. Therefore, as it is written, “Let the one 
who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

1 Corinthians 1:26-31 (ESV)

Humor involves a sense of proportion and a power of seeing yourself 
from the outside. Whatever else we attribute to beings who sinned 
through pride, we must not attribute this. “Satan,” said Chesterton, “fell 
through force of gravity.” We must picture hell as a state where 
everyone is perpetually concerned about his own dignity and 
advancement, where everyone has a grievance, and where everyone 
lives the deadly, serious passions of envy, self-importance, and 
resentment.

C. S. Lewis, The Screwtape Letters

A characteristic of the great saints is their power of levity. Angels can 
fly because they can take themselves lightly. . . . Pride cannot rise to 
levity or levitation. Pride is the downward drag of all things into an 
easy solemnity. One “settles down” into a sort of selfish seriousness; 
but one has to rise to a gay self-forgetfulness. A man “falls” into a 
brown study; he reaches up at a blue sky. Seriousness is not a virtue. It 
would be a heresy, but a much more sensible heresy, to say that 
seriousness is a vice. It is really a natural trend or lapse into taking 
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one’s self gravely, because it is the easiest thing to do. It is much easier 
to write a good Times leading article than a good joke in Punch. For 
solemnity flows out of men naturally; but laughter is a leap. It is easy to 
be heavy: hard to be light. Satan fell by the force of gravity.

G. K. Chesterton, Orthodoxy: The Romance of Faith

The essence of human sinfulness is taking ourselves and our own 
rituals too seriously.

Attributed to Saint Simeon of Salos

Moderate strength is shown in violence, supreme strength is shown in 
levity.

G. K. Chesterton, A Man Who was Thursday

Humor is a proof of faith.
Charles M. Schulz

Why do the nations rage, 
And the people plot a vain thing? 
The kings of the earth set themselves, 
And the rulers take counsel together, 
Against the LORD and against 
His Anointed, saying,
“Let us break Their bonds in pieces

And cast away 
Their cords from us.” 
He who sits in the heavens shall laugh; 
The Lord shall hold them in derision. 
Then He shall speak to them in His wrath,
And distress them in His deep displeasure: 
“Yet I have set My King 
On My holy hill of Zion.”

Psalm 2:1-6 (NKJV)

And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great, high mountain, and 
showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from 
God. . . And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God 
the Almighty and the Lamb. And the city has no need of sun or moon



33

to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the 
Lamb. 

Revelation 21:10, 21:22-23 (ESV)

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let all men know 
your forbearance. The Lord is at hand. Have no anxiety about anything, 
but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which passes 
all understanding, will keep your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

Philippians 4:4-7 (RSV)

And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.
Matthew 28:20 (ESV)
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