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What’s	  Wrong With This God Damned World? 
Genesis 3:13-24 
#31 in our Genesis Series 
Peter Hiett 
February 15, 2009  
 
Worship leader sings Comfortably Numb, by Pink Floyd 
 
Prayer 
Father we confess that we all have become comfortably numb.  We wrap ourselves in 
justifications and explanations.  We hide from the truth in the dark little bubble that we create 
inside our heart and we become enchanted with darkness. So Lord God, we pray that you would 
help us to preach.  Help us to preach to each other.  Help us, Lord Jesus, to receive your Word 
deep into our hearts and burst that shell that we wrap ourselves so tightly in.  Shine your light 
Lord Jesus, and make us new.  May we walk in the light as you are in the light.  Father, we pray 
all of this, in Jesus’ name.  Amen 
 
 
Sermon 
This is the Front Page of the Rocky Mountain News from last Wednesday. 
 

“One day $3 trillion” 
 
In a season of staggering numbers, Tuesday’s tally was still a stunner.  The White 
House, the Senate and the Fed each took a turn on the front lines against an economic 
crisis that continues to grow deeper and more dire.  The bottom line:  up to $3 trillion 
more to revive a withering economy.  The Senate passed an $838 billion stimulus plan 
that must be reconciled with an earlier House version, news 26 Treasury, Timothy 
Geithner unveiled a strategy to protect banks and clear a lending logjam that will use 
$350 billion of last fall’s bailout and could pour as much as $2 trillion more of the 
government and private dollars into the U.S. credit pipeline.  Business 1 Wall Street has 
its doubts; financial stocks led a retreat that pushed the Dow down 382 points. Business 
2. 

 
I did a little math.  There are about three hundred million people in the United States of America.  
Three trillion for the country is about ten thousand dollars per person, sixty thousand dollars for 
the Hiett household (just Wednesday).  And the national debt is already nine trillion!  So, let’s 
say, we all split it even-steven, that’s $30,000 for every man, woman, and child.  That’s one 
hundred eighty thousand dollars on top of the sixty thousand dollars for the Hietts - That’s two 
hundred forty thousand dollars!  I can’t pay that! 
 
We’re in a crisis!  People are losing their jobs, businesses are failing.  We’re still involved in two 
wars, the whole world is in crisis, and it seems like the church should have something to say 
about that.  I know people want me to talk about it:  Who’s to blame?  And what can we do 
about it?  I think I know.   
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It’s clear that the national debt rose drastically under George Bush because of his policies.  And 
it’s clear it’s going to rise even more under Barak Obama.  But, you know, George Bush made it 
clear that Jesus Christ is his personal Lord and Savior.  And hey! Barack Obama says the very 
same thing.  Now you’d think that would help, wouldn’t you?  I mean, religion has got to be good 
for something, right?  But, in my experience, my religion really just, doesn’t work; it doesn’t really 
make my life work.   
 
You know, I worked at my last church for 15 years and I think I did lots of things wrong.  Yet, the 
church grew like crazy: big budget, big building, big attendance.  Yet, when I thought that I did 
most things right, walked in the most courage, integrity, and truth, looking to Jesus, the church 
didn’t grow.  And I got slandered and fired!  All I’m saying is that the world is really screwed up, 
and following Jesus doesn’t seem to make it work any better, but often worse.  
 
So many times in the last couple of years, I’ve wondered to Jesus: “Jesus, why would anyone 
follow you?  You don’t work!”  And now, let me say, I know He can because I have seen 
stunning miracles.  I’ve seen him work.  It’s just I can’t seem to make him work.   
 
And even if He does work, make your life work, make your world work, you know that it’s not for 
long because we’re all going to die: all of our judgments, all of our works reduced to dust.   
 
So, who’s to blame? Obama?  George Bush?  Alan Greenspan?  Who’s to blame?  And what 
can we do about it?  
 
Genesis 3:13-15 
 

The Lord God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?”  The woman said, 
“The serpent deceived me and I ate. So the Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you 
have done this, cursed are you above all livestock, and above all beasts of the field; on 
your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. I will put enmity 
between you and the woman, and between your seed and her seed; he shall your head 
and you shall bruise his heal.” 

 
God curses the snake.  
Much about Satan is a mystery, but, Scripture makes it clear that the “whole world lies in the 
power of the evil one” 1 John 5:19.  As if it’s been given up to satan, although God is still Lord of 
All.  Satan is cast out of the Garden; he is thrown down from heaven onto the earth, where we 
live. 
 
Genesis 3:16  “To the woman He said, ‘I will greatly multiply your sorrow and your conception:  
In pain you shall bring forth children:  your desire shall be for your husband.  And he shall rule 
over you.’” 
 
Now this is interesting:  God doesn’t curse Eve, but it’s like He curses her work in this world.  In 
the place where she was made to experience her greatest fulfillment and fruit, in that place, 
there is now frustration and pain–futility. Her life will not work. 
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Genesis 3: 17-19 
 

Then to Adam1, He said, 
 “Because you have heeded the voice of your wife, and have eaten from the tree of 
which I commanded you, saying, ‘You shall not eat of it:’ cursed is the ground for your 
sake; In toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life.  Both thorns and thistles it shall 
bring forth for you.  And you shall eat the herb of the field.  In the sweat of your face you 
shall eat bread till you return to the ground (the adama).  For out of it you were taken; for 
dust you are.  And to dust you shall return.” 

 
God doesn’t curse Adam either, but He curses his environment–his world–our world.  So, in the 
place where Adam was made for fulfillment and fruit, he will experience futility, working the 
ground (the adama).  The ground will now work him (Adam) for as he works the dust, he’ll be 
reminded that he is dust and to dust he will return.  His life won’t work.   
 
God doesn’t curse Adam and Eve.  Yet with their own judgment, it’s like they’ve already cursed 
themselves.  God said, “The day you eat of it you will surely die.”  Literally in the Hebrew it reads 
that “the day you eat of it, dying, you shall die.”  You will be the walking dead (like zombies or 
vampires), dead, but lusting for human flesh and blood, life. (body broken and blood shed). 
 
So let me summarize what we just learned: 

• We live in a God-damned world ruled by Satan and filled with the walking dead.  Now 
that could have something to do with a nine trillion dollar deficit, the collapse of the stock 
market, a war in Iraq, a war in Afghanistan, and why the institutional church always 
seems to fall apart. 

• Now we like to think we’re in control, but you see, I don’t think it’s simply George Bush’s 
fault, or Barak Obama’s fault, or the EPC’s fault, or your fault, or my fault.  Ultimately, I 
don’t think it’s simply Adam and Eve’s fault.  Scripture is clear: 

“God accomplishes all things according to the counsel of His will.” (Ephesians 1)  
“God subjected creation to futility” (Romans 8). 
“God consigns all men to disobedience” (Romans 11).   

So “all men” are to blame for disobedience, yet God is the one who cursed the earth with 
utility.  God consigned them all to it.   

• God is not the author of evil, Scripture says. Yet, He is the author of our struggle with 
evil.  Think about it:  Why would He plant a “tree of life” unless He knew someone was 
going to die?  He plants a tree of death and a tree of life in the midst of the garden.  It’s 
like He’s planning for a death and resurrection.  Even more, He’s setting the stage for a 
death and resurrection.   

Well . . . He set it up and then, He damned the world.  So, if you’ve been thinking, “What is 
wrong with this God-damned world?”  That’s it.  It’s God-damned.  We live in a God-damned 
world.  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
1	  According to many, this is the first place Adam is used as a personal name and not a title, like mankind, 
or in reference to other Adams, like Jesus. 
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Now that is incredibly bad news, if you’re highly invested in this world.  Yet, it’s incredibly good 
news, if you’re not–if you’re the last and least in this world, reviled persecuted, rejected, 
slandered, despised and betrayed. 

G.K. Chesterton wrote,  
The Christian optimism is based on the fact that we do not fit into the world . . . the 
modern philosopher had told us again and again that I was in the right place and I had 
felt depressed . . . in acquiescence.  But I . . . heard that I was in the wrong place and 
my soul sang for joy.” 

 
If it’s the right place, I had a terrible day.   
If it’s the wrong place–well, I had a really great day, for living in a God-damned world, ruled by 
satan and filled with zombies and vampires.  
 
And now, let me say, if you’re worried, that I’m taking God’s name in vain, I’m not.  And I’m not 
cursing.  I’m simply stating that God has cursed.  I’m reciting Orthodox Christian Theology.  
WHAT’S WRONG WITH THE WORLD?  It’s been damned by God.  AND WHAT CAN WE DO 
ABOUT IT?  Basically, nothing. 
 
You see, the Republicans and Democrats can argue about the best way to stimulate the 
economy, but they’re all just rearranging deck chairs on the Titanic; the ship is going down.   
And all the religions in the world, all the Bible verses in the world will not undo God’s decree, “To 
dust you shall return.”  Not even Jesus will undo God’s decree.   For you see, Jesus is God’s 
decree.  Jesus is God’s Word.   
 
And you may say, “Okay.  But Jesus saves.”  Yeah, that’s true.   But it’s worth asking, “Saves 
you from what?”  You may say, “He saves us from death.”   Yeah, but it’s not as if we won’t have 
to die.   And it’s not as if we weren’t already dead.  1 Corinthians 15, “In Adam all die.” 
 
We live in a world that’s been cursed, is ruled by evil, and is filled with the walking dead.  
According to Scripture, our situation looks a lot like this– a lot of waiting around: 
 
 A series of short clips from Pirates of the Carribean:  The Curse of the Black Pearl, are shown.  
 
(The movie is a story depicting an upstanding young blacksmith, William Turner, who enlists the 
help of an eccentric, dishonest pirate to rescue the beautiful young woman, Elizabeth, with 
whom he is in love and has been kidnapped by pirates led by Captain Barbossa.  The scene 
opens with Elizabeth sitting at a dinner table on board ship speaking with Captain Barbossa.) 
 

Elizabeth:	  	  That’s	  all	  very	  interesting,	  but	  I	  hardly	  believe	  in	  ghost	  stories	  any	  more,	  Captain	  Barbossa.	  
	  
[Barbossa	  is	  angry.	  	  He	  stands,	  sweeps	  the	  food	  off	  the	  table.]	  
	  
Captain	  Barbossa:	  	  .	  .	  .	  

There	  be	  the	  chest.	  	  Inside	  be	  the	  gold.	  	  We	  took	  ‘em	  all!	  	  	  We	  spent	  them	  and	  traded	  them	  –	  
frittered	  them	  away	  on	  drink	  and	  food	  and	  pleasurable	  company.	  	  	  But	  the	  more	  we	  gave	  them	  
away,	  the	  more	  we	  came	  to	  realize:	  	  the	  drink	  would	  not	  satisfy,	  the	  food	  turned	  to	  ash	  in	  our	  
mouths,	  and	  all	  the	  pleasurable	  company	  in	  the	  world	  could	  not	  slake	  our	  lust.	  	  We	  are	  cursed	  
men,	  Miss	  Turner.	  	  
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Maybe you’re in one!    (Peter chuckles)  I mean maybe you are. 
Maybe you’re in a ghost story.   
Maybe you’re in one.  
Maybe you are one. . .    
 
Does it sound familiar?  Took something forbidden, trying to be like God, yet no longer with God.  
Now the drink won’t satisfy and the food turns to ash in your mouth.  You saved your life and 
lost it, gained the whole world and forfeited your soul.  Now you’re stuck in a ghost story. 
 
Genesis 3:  20-24  
  

And Adam called his wife’s name, Eve, because she was the mother of all living.  Also 
for Adam and his wife, the Lord God made tunics of skin, and clothed them (We’ll talk 
about that more later.)  Then the Lord God said:  Behold, the man has become like one 
of us, to know good and evil.2 And now, lest he put out his hand and take also of the tree 
of life, and eat and live forever,” – therefore the Lord God sent him out of the garden of 
Eden to till the ground from which he was taken.  So He drove out the man:  and He 
placed cherubim at the east of the garden of Eden, and a flaming sword which turned 
every way to guard the way to the tree of life. 

 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
2	   Isn’t that something!  Before, he wasn’t like God and yet somehow he was with God.  Now he’s like God and yet 
he’s not with God.  He’s alone and that’s not good.  Will he ever be like God and with God?  Yes, on the seventh day, 
the finished creation, for God makes him in His image and calls him good.  This is still the sixth day and the story’s 
not over yet. 

	  

[Elizabeth	  backs	  away,	  whirls	  and	  barrels	  out	  the	  door	  to	  the	  main	  deck.	  	  Elizabeth	  comes	  to	  a	  dead	  stop.	  	  She	  
stares,	  trying	  to	  scream	  but	  unable	  to.	  	  The	  pirate	  crew	  works	  at	  their	  stations,	  coiling	  lines,	  navigating	  the	  ship,	  
swabbing	  decks	  –	  but	  where	  the	  moonlight	  falls	  across	  their	  bodies,	  they	  are	  naught	  but	  skeletons.	  .	  .Elizabeth	  turns	  
away	  from	  the	  sight	  –	  Barbossa	  stands	  just	  inside	  the	  doorway,	  out	  of	  the	  moonlight.	  	  He	  grabs	  her	  roughly	  by	  the	  
shoulders	  and	  jerks	  her	  back	  around.	  	  -‐	  	  Elizabeth	  shuts	  her	  eyes.	  ]	  
	  
Barbossa:	  	  Look!	  	  (shaking	  her)	  

Look!	  The	  moonlight	  shows	  us	  for	  what	  we	  really	  are!	  	  We	  are	  not	  among	  the	  living	  and	  so	  we	  	  cannot	  
die	  –	  	  

	  
[He	  spins	  her	  back	  around	  to	  face	  him	  –	  he	  leans	  forward	  putting	  his	  face	  in	  the	  moonlight,	  turning	  it	  into	  a	  
gleaming	  skull	  with	  gold	  and	  silver	  teeth.]	  
	  
Barbossa:	  -‐-‐	  But	  neither	  are	  we	  dead!	  	  For	  too	  long	  we	  have	  been	  parched	  of	  thirst	  and	  unable	  to	  

quench	  it!	  	  For	  too	  long,	  I	  have	  been	  starving	  to	  death	  -‐	  -‐	  and	  haven’t	  died!	  	  (raising	  his	  hand)	  	  	  	  	  
	  I	  feel	  nothin’!	  	  .	  .	  .	  Not	  the	  wind	  on	  my	  face,	  nor	  the	  spray	  of	  the	  sea	  .	  .	  .	  (reaching	  toward	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
Elizabeth)	  .	  .	  .	  nor	  the	  warmth	  of	  a	  woman’s	  flesh	  .	  .	  .	  

	  
[Elizabeth	  flinches	  away	  from	  the	  skeletal	  hand.	  	  It	  drops	  away	  –	  he	  takes	  a	  bottle	  of	  wine	  from	  the	  opened	  case	  
beside	  the	  cabin	  door,	  uncorks	  it	  with	  his	  teeth,	  raises	  it]	  
	  
Barbossa:	  You’d	  best	  start	  believing	  in	  ghost	  stories,	  Miss	  Turner.	  	  You’re	  in	  one!	  
[He	  tilts	  the	  bottle	  and	  drinks	  -‐	  -‐	  it	  runs	  over	  his	  jaw	  through	  his	  rib	  cage,	  drenching	  his	  clothes.]	  	  
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“…to guard the way to the tree of life. .”  Why?   
So Adam won’t “take and live forever” in a ghost story:  dying, and never dead.   
 
God bars the way so Adam won’t live forever dead, so he won’t live forever in hell.  God will not 
allow this hell to be an end in itself.  And do you see what that means?  It means the ghost 
story, it means the living death, it means this hell and now the curse all has a purpose!  It means 
that when God delivers his people up to satan, He delivers them up for the destruction of the 
flesh, the death of the living death.  It means He delivers them for a reason, in Greek, a logos.  
And the logos is good. 
 
Remember what God said in verse 17:  “Cursed is the world for your sake Adam.”  That is, 
“Damned is the world for your sake. . . Adam and Eve.”  That is, “Broken is the world (I’ll make 
sure it doesn’t work.)  because I love you, Adam and Eve.” 
 
Listen to Romans 8:19 
  

The creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God;  
 

They haven’t been revealed yet.  Creation is still waiting for the seventh day.  We 
still live in the sixth day.   
 

for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of him who 
subjected it in hope;  because the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to 
decay and obtain the glorious liberty of the children of God.  
 

There is a new heaven and a new earth coming. 
 

We know that the whole creation has been groaning in travail together until now:  and 
not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan 
inwardly as we wait for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.  For in this hope 
we were saved.   

 
Hope that in God we’ll bear fruit.   
For, alone…  

  (Peter makes a cutting motion with a creaking cutting noise)  
                 …our labor is desolate and barren, futile.   

 
But you see,  

“God subjected creation to futility in hope.” 
We cursed ourselves. 

But God has cursed our cursing. 
Understand? 

God’s curse, Love’s curse is a blessing. 
Poverty hunger, weeping and mourning in this world, are a blessing. 

Jesus said it, 
“Blessed are you poor.” “Blessed are you hungry now.” “Blessed are you who weep now…” 

For a reason. 
“Cursed is the world for our sake,” the children of Adam.  Now do you see why? 
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Let’s review.  

1.  At Satan’s tempting, Eve tried to make herself in God’s image, with the knowledge of 
good and evil, the law.  So she comes to know all about God, but no longer knows God.  
She knows about the good, but no longer knows the good.  You see, God is good, and 
Eve tries to make Him work for her.  She tries to take his attributes and misses (crucifies) 
his heart.   
 
When a child is spoiled, that child has learned to love his father’s attributes and 
possessions more than his father’s presence and heart.  A spoiled child is a miserable 
child, for a spoiled child has everything he wants, but can no longer want the one that he 
needs:  the love of his father.  (Without that, the drink doesn’t satisfy and food turns to 
ash in his mouth.)  He may be surrounded by wealth, yet he’s trapped in hell.   
 
Dostoyevsky wrote, “Hell is the suffering of being unable to love.”  And so, a good father 
will subject his children to futility, make sure it no longer works and make sure he no 
longer works for his child.  That’s when it’s working. 
 

2. Well, Eve takes the Fruit to judge herself and justify herself, to make and create herself.  
When Eve and old Adam judge themselves, they create an image of themselves, a false 
self, the self in charge.   
 

       

This is the kingdom of My Judgments.  My judgments are disobedience and sin, and 
they create a void of darkness and death.  This is my flesh, false self, old Adam.  This is 
the me that I make–the self.  Adam and Eve hide this self.  They hide their judgments 
from God’s judgments in justifications.   
 

3. They cover their shame with leaves from the tree.  
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And they hide in the trees.  They hide in the law.  They cover themselves and protect 
themselves with those leaves.  They become their own deepest hiding place.  In other 
words, they use their knowledge of good and evil and the works of their flesh, that is, 
they use religion: 

To hide themselves from God 
The dust from the breath 
The dirt from the seed  
The dark from the light 
Their death from life 
Their sin from grace 

As we preached on last time, there is a dark bubble in which they hide, it is the beginning of hell, 
what the Bible calls hades, sheol, the outer darkness, the place they hide from God.    

According to Scripture, hades is in time and time comes to an end.  Jesus is the end.  And yet 
Jesus is eternal, God is eternal.  And according to Scripture, hades begins here in this world 
and yet it extends into the grave, the ground that’s been cursed.  Sheol and hades are in the 
ground.  We live on the skin of the ground, that’s been cursed, between heaven and hades, life 
and death. 

4. In Jesus, God descended to earth and subjected Himself to futility.  Scripture says He 
became sin for us and so died for us and with us, cursed for us and with us.   
“Jesus Christ and Him crucified” is: God naked (They crucified Him naked). 

         God broken 
         God subjected to futility,  
         Not the attributes of God, but the Heart of God.  

                  

You see, in a wonderful and amazing way,  
Jesus Christ and Him crucified is God not working!   
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That’s what a man on a cross is–life, not working. 
           Jesus is God not ignoring the curse, or simply eliminating the curse.   

He is God bearing the curse and fulfilling the curse  
And revealing that He is Grace, and He is good.   

 

So many times in the past few years Jesus seemed like He wasn’t working, like He was broken.  
(He wasn’t working to make my life work.)  And yet, in a few moments I thought to myself, “I 
don’t care if He works for me.”  I don’t care if He makes my life easy, or my church grow.  I don’t 
care if He costs me from my job.  I want to know Him, for now I see Him.  He’s good.  He alone 
is good.  He’s good, even if He doesn’t work for me.  Ironically that’s when He works for me–a 
new me, not the old me!   

You see, Jesus Christ and Him crucified, here He is, look at that: 

                           

Jesus Christ and him crucified is God’s judgment, even on me, 
God’s judgment of me, God’s judgment about me. 

He is God’s judgment of my judgments. 
 

Scripture says He became a curse for me.  He is God’s curse of my cursing. My kingdom of 
curses, He curses it.  He is the death of my death–my living death.  He is the condemnation of 
my kingdom of condemnations, the judgment of my judgments.     

Listen to Paul in Romans, “In Christ God condemned sin in the flesh.”  My judgment is sin.  
God’s judgment is grace.  When I surrender my judgment to God’s judgment, I surrender my sin 
to God’s grace. I receive God’s grace for my sin, body broken and blood shed and Christ is 
formed in me.   

This old earthen vessel is filled with glory.  This vessel of wrath becomes a vessel of mercy.  My 
judgments are replaced by God’s judgment.  The form of my disobedience becomes the form, 
the shape of God’s mercy in me.  My sin makes space for God’s grace.  My darkness becomes 
the place of his light.  My death becomes his life; mortality puts on immortality.   

See, the old man is temporal and passing away.  The new man is eternal and indestructible.  
Mortality must put on immortality.  That’s how Paul says it.   Paul writes, “You are already 
seated in the heavenly place with Him.”  Isn’t that amazing?  You’ve got one of these already 
eternal in the heavens.    
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He writes, “As in Adam, all die, so in Christ will all be made alive . . .” “Just as we have born the 
image of the man of dust, we shall bear the image of the man of heaven.”  

In other words, 

 

You have an old man, your kingdom of judgments,  

 

And you have a new man, God’s judgments, mercy, grace, light and life.   

Yet, we must surrender the old man to receive the new man (and believe that). We must 
surrender hell in order to receive heaven, surrender this old man to live in the new.  And here’s 
the problem:  We think that old man is us.  But it’s a lie!  It’s not us.   

We think our judgments are God’s judgments.  We think our death is really life.  We’re 
comfortably numb.  We think our darkness is light.  We think hell is heaven.  I mean, if we could, 
we’d just stay in the bushes, in the dark, covered in fig leaves.  If we could, we’d stay in 
darkness and death.  If we could, we’d stay comfortably numb (in hell surrounded by heaven) 
trapped in ourselves forever, spoiled, self-centered, and miserably alone.   

1.  So God, in Christ Jesus, descends into our hell, revealing his love in Jesus (inner 
witness) 

2. And God attacks our hell from the outside with futility, a curse.  He does what every 
good father does for a spoiled child.  He makes it so our miserable lives don’t work 
so we’d lose our lives and surrender to his heart. 

True religion works because it doesn’t work.  In other words, Jesus came to help us die (so we 
could live).  He came to help us “lose our lives” (so we could find them).  You see, Jesus does 
save us.  He saves us from our selves, that old man.  He saves me from the self that wants to 
run everything, own everything, rule everything, be the lord of everything, and so kill everything 
and sit alone in the empire of my own selfishness – hell. 
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Jesus didn’t come to save that self.  He came to save us from that self called sin.  He didn’t 
come to make the world work for you, but to help you to die to this world so you could live in His.   

So much of what passes for Christianity is directly opposed to Christ, directly opposed to the 
sacrifice of self because it’s all about the preservation of self.  So much religion is how to defend 
hell by fortifying the self, how to save the self and protect the self with the “knowledge of good 
and evil,” your list of rules, and “the works of the flesh.”    

See, taking God’s name in vain is using God’s name for your own vain purposes.  It’s what we 
religious people do all the time, so we can be successful, religious successful people, 
successful in this world.  Success in this world just means you won’t have to cry out for mercy. 

“Success in the world” writes Soren Kierkegaard, is “the most frightful punishment, because in 
God’s view this world is immersed in evil.  But God sends suffering to those whom he loves, as 
assistance to enable them to become happy by loving him.”   

And now if you feel left out because you are thinking, “Well, I’m a success in this world.”  “I’m 
not poor, hungry, weak, and in mourning.”   Have courage.  I have good news:  You will die.  
You see, that’s good news: All your successes will ultimately fail, for you are dust “and to dust 
you shall return,”  “dust to dust and ashes to ashes.”  You have been blessed by a curse.  Isn’t 
that wild? 

Next Wednesday is Ash Wednesday.  It’s a tradition that Christians celebrate throughout the 
world forty days before Easter. Ashes are put on the forehead as a reminder that we’re made of 
ashes and to ashes we return. Yet, when we surrender those ashes, we make way for Easter. 
It’s a reminder that you have an old man and he’s only temporary and he’s only dust, so you can 
let him go.  You can die.   And you can have communion.   In fact, communion is not only a 
reminder, it’s the very presence of the new man in you.  He’s eternal and cannot die.  You will 
live, “Even though you die, yet you will live.” 

Well, we have an economic crisis on our hands, we have two wars and a sinking ship and now 
you know why!  George Bush and Barak Obama can rearrange the deck chairs, but the ship, 
this world, is sinking because it’s been cursed by God.  And actually there is something we can 
do about it.  It looks like nothing but it turns into everything.  What we can do is die, and when 
we die, that’s when we really live, not just at the end, but today, right now. 

In 1914, the Empress of Ireland sank off the coast of Canada.  One thousand fifteen people 
drowned that night.  One hundred nine of those were Salvation Army officers.  Not one of them 
was found wearing a life vest on their body.  The few survivors told how the Salvation Army 
officers discovered that there weren’t enough life preservers to go around.  So they ran up to 
people on the ship, took off their own life preservers and strapped them to others, even on big 
strong men, saying, “Here!  Take this!  I can die better than you.”   

Communion 
God subjected the creation to futility in hope.  Hope that you would be made in His image, hope 
that you would learn to die and live like Jesus.  On the night He was betrayed, He took bread 
and He broke it saying, “Take, and eat.  Do this in remembrance of me.”  And in the same way, 
he took the cup saying, “This is my blood of the covenant, poured out for the forgiveness of sins.  
Drink of it, all of you.  Do it in remembrance of me.”  And so we invite you to the table.  
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And let me say one other thing.  Suicide is not dying to your self.  Suicide is exerting yourself 
with your self.  It’s the self seizing control;  it’s the living death.  But love is dying to your self.  
Love is dying to self, and rising to life, living God’s life. And in this is love, that He died for us.  In 
Jesus’ name, ingest the gospel, and live the gospel.  Amen. 
 
Benediction 
Well you know people only get crucified in a world that’s been cursed.  You see, it was a set-up, 
because your Father in heaven wanted to show you His heart.  And so the angels long to look 
into your salvation. And if we really believe all of that, it changes everything about how we relate 
to ourselves and how we relate to the people around us, because, you see, that person next to 
you is so valuable, the most holy thing that you will ever see.  What you are is a bag of dust 
containing the life of God.  You know, that means you can have a little understanding and 
compassion for the person next to you because they’re just dust.  Okay?  I mean, what do you 
want from dust?  And yet you better honor them and you better respect them because they 
contain the very life of God, and it is indestructible.  So in Jesus’ name, believe the gospel and 
live Love.  Amen. 
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