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Non-Strategic Obedience 
Ecclesiastes 9:11-11:2 
Peter Hiett 
January 15, 2017 
 
Prayer 
Lord help us to preach in Jesus’ name. 
 
Message 
This is our eleventh message from Solomon’s book of Ecclesiastes. We’ll pick 
up where we left off before Christmas, but you can also think of the Christmas 
message from Simeon as part of the series, because Simeon testified to what 
he saw in Jerusalem in the temple that Solomon built. He saw sacrifice, the 
circulation of blood and endless life.  
 
Ecclesiastes 9:11  
 

Again I saw that under the sun the race is not to the swift, nor the 
battle to the strong, nor bread to the wise, nor riches to the intelligent, 
nor favor to those with knowledge, but time and chance (or 
“occurrence”) happen to them all. 

 
I don’t think Solomon meant “chance,” for Solomon didn’t believe in “chance.” 
In Chapter 11 Solomon clearly states that God does everything. 
 
So, Solomon isn’t talking about events that have no reason. 
He’s talking about events that, strategically speaking, make no sense to 
us. 
 
Ecclesiastes 9:11b-13  
 

…but time and chance (occurrence) happen to them all. For man 
does not know his time. Like fish that are taken in an evil net, 
and like birds that are caught in a snare, so the children of man 
are snared at an evil time, when it suddenly falls upon them. I 
have also seen this example of wisdom under the sun, and it 
seemed great to me. 

 
Hopefully you remember that Solomon asked for Wisdom and he got 
Wisdom, yet he appeared to be fairly mystified by Wisdom. 
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When he took Wisdom and tried to use Wisdom to make himself good, 
it was like the Wisdom died. Yet, God would give Wisdom and Solomon 
could surrender to Wisdom, and Wisdom would manifest in Solomon. 
Throughout Ecclesiastes Solomon has been looking at Wisdom trying to 
describe what he sees… and wondering what it is. 
 
Already we’ve noted that he sees . . . 

• Wisdom hanging on a tree in a garden.  
• He sees a slaughtered lamb on the altar in the temple. 
• And he sees the King of Glory seated on the throne in the inner 

Sanctuary. 
And somehow they’re all the same thing . . . Wisdom. 

 
 
Solomon sees Wisdom. And Scripture reveals that Wisdom is the logic 
or logos of God, the Judgment of God, and Wisdom in flesh is Jesus. 
 
Solomon is describing Jesus even though he hasn’t met him like the 
disciples would meet Him 1,000 years later. 
• Solomon sees Him hanging on the tree in the garden—perhaps 

even the garden of Gethsemane. 
• Solomon sees him sacrificed on the altar in the temple. 
• Solomon sees him standing on the throne as all creation sings his 

glory. 
 
In chapter 4 he “saw” a poor youth who went from prison to the throne 
and there was no end of all the people he led, yet the people did not 
rejoice in him. Who else could that be other than Jesus? 
 
In chapter 7 he “saw” one good man (the Adam) among a thousand 
wicked women. Who else could that be other than Jesus the great 
Bridegroom wed to all of us? 
 
In chapter 8 he “saw” a good king, though all men are desperately 
wicked. He saw one good and wise king who always knew the proper 
time and whose voice must always be obeyed. Who else could that be 
other than Jesus the Prince of Peace, who rules and reigns from the 
throne in the Sanctuary of our hearts? 
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Now in 9:13-16 he sees this: 
 

I have also seen this example of wisdom under the sun, and it seemed 
great to me. There was a little city with few men in it, and a great king 
came against it and besieged it, building great siegeworks against it. 
But there was found in it a poor, wise man, and he by his wisdom 
delivered [malat—also translated “saved”] the city. Yet no one 
remembered that poor man. But I say that wisdom is better than might, 
though the poor man’s wisdom is despised and his words are not 
heard. 

 
Solomon sees a city under siege,  with great siegeworks built against it. 
We modern folks don’t know what that is, but it looks something like this: 
 
[A clip from Lord of the Rings shows wooden fortresses or towers and a huge 
wall in the background. Enormous armies are coming against each other and 
there are various battle scenes. An advance guard tries to storm the gates of 
the city while archers shoot at them. Gandalf commands some of his warriors 
and fights off the enemy. He runs over to Pippin the hobbit and tells him: “This 
is no place for a hobbit!”] 
 
That’s Minas Tirith under siege of the witch king and the forces of Mordor in 
Tolkein’s great novel, The Lord of the Rings. 
 
Minas Tirith was a big city. In Solomon’s day, Jerusalem was a small city, but 
a walled city—the fortress of Zion. In the last 4,000 years Jerusalem has been 
attacked 118 times… And it’s been besieged twenty-three times.  
 
When Nebuchadnezzar King of Babylon laid siege to the city in 587 BC, the 
siege lasted for eighteen months and conditions in the city got so bad that, 
according to Scripture, mothers even ate their children. A city under siege is 
locked down—like a prison cell—locked from the inside out.  
 
When the Romans laid siege to the city, forty years after Christ was crucified, 
conditions were very much the same. Josephus the Jewish historian records 
that 1.1 million people died and the city was reduced to a living hell. 
 
The city was a grave (that’s hades) and the Romans burned the bodies in the 
Valley of Gehenna. Hades and gehenna are both translated “Hell” in many 
English Bibles. The city locked down turned into Hell. 
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Well, Solomon King in Jerusalem sees a poor wise man who saves “the city” 
by his wisdom. 
 
The man isn’t Solomon because Solomon sure isn’t poor. Commentators try to 
find historical figures that Solomon might be referring to, but none seem to fit.  
 
And how this poor wise man saved the city is a bit puzzling. 
 
We would think that if a poor wise man saved a city it would be through 
strategy. The word strategy comes from the Greek word strategos, which 
means ruler or commander—military commander. 
 
The strategos develops and implements a plan for utilizing power. So, a poor 
wise man could direct military resources—soldiers, archers, catapults—in 
such a way that they might save the city. 
 
And a poor wise man could direct resources and people in the city in such a 
way that he might save the city.  

• A city under siege needs great stores of bread to feed the populace. . .  
• And great stores of wine—for the alcohol in the wine keeps the water 

free of pathogens and disease.  
• And money—money possibly for bribes or ransom because money 

answers everything. 
A poor wise man could direct military resources, manage internal resources, 
and unite the populace.  
 

A. As we said a few weeks ago in our message on Solomon and Politics, 
worldly rulers unite people with promises to . . .  
Help you save yourself… and  

B. Get vengeance on your enemies. 
 
Well I’m just saying that a poor wise man could seemingly save a city with 
strategy—by becoming a strategos, a commander who directed the people. 
 
And yet, that cannot be how this poor wise man saved the city because 
according to Solomon and I quote, “The poor man’s wisdom is despised and 
his words are not heard.” 
 
So, who is the poor man, what is the city and how is it saved? 
In other words what or who is Wisdom? 
 
Well, let’s just keep reading for a while as Solomon describes Wisdom. 
We can’t talk about everything, but we can observe a few things . . . 



	 5	

And then hopefully come back to the question,  “How does Wisdom save the 
city?” 
 
Ecclesiastes 9:16-18  
 

… the poor man’s wisdom is despised and his words are not heard. 
The words of the wise heard in quiet are better than the shouting of a 
ruler among fools. Wisdom is better than weapons of war, but one 
sinner destroys much good. 

 
It only takes one sinner to take the fruit of knowledge from the tree in the 
garden. 
It only takes one sinner to take the life of Christ on the tree in the garden. 
It only takes one blood clot to damn the circulation of blood in a body—and so 
damn the whole body.  
 
Ecclesiastes 10:1-2  
 

Dead flies make the perfumer’s ointment give off a stench; so a little 
folly outweighs wisdom and honor (kabod “glory”). A wise man’s heart 
inclines him to the right, but a fool’s heart to the left.  

 
Solomon is not equating wisdom with republicans and fools with democrats, 
but he is saying foolishness and wisdom walk in opposite directions. 
 
Verse 3  

Even when the fool walks on the road (literally “on his way”), he lacks 
sense, and he says to everyone that he is a fool.  

 
That means that his manner of walking communicates that he’s a fool . . .  
Or that a fool is literally someone that calls everyone else a fool. 
 
Verse 4  

If the anger of the ruler rises against you, do not leave your place,  
for calmness will lay great offenses to rest.  

 
Running from trouble is not a good strategy. 
 
Verse 5  

There is an evil that I have seen under the sun, as it were an error 
[shagagah—“unintentional sin,” “ignorance”] proceeding from the ruler: 
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Don’t run from rulers, but there’s definitely something wrong with the rulers of 
this world. Jesus called satan the “ruler of this world.” 
 
Ecclesiastes 10:6-9  
 

Folly is set in many high places, and the rich [rich in wisdom?] sit in a 
low place. I have seen slaves on horses, and princes walking on the 
ground like slaves. He who digs a pit will fall into it, and a serpent will 
bite him who breaks through a wall. He who quarries stones is hurt by 
them, and he who splits logs is endangered by them.  

 
Like Solomon already said, “Time and chance happen to all.” 
 
We think Wisdom is a strategy to deliver us from time and chance. 
But time and chance happen to all.  
 
So  . . . 
Wisdom is not a strategy to mitigate against time and chance. 
Wisdom is not a strategy to maintain control of your bread, wine and money. 
Wisdom is not a strategy to help you save your city or your life. 
 
Nonetheless, Wisdom saves the city. 
 
Verse 5  

If the iron is blunt, and one does not sharpen the edge, he must use 
more strength, but wisdom helps one to succeed.  

 
You can use sharp iron to help you succeed . . . 
But wisdom makes you succeed.  
As if Wisdom is living and active and sharper than an iron sword. 
It’s as if Wisdom is active and you are the tool.  
 
Ecclesiastes 10:11-14  
 

If the serpent bites before it is charmed, there is no advantage to the 
charmer. The words of a wise man’s mouth win him favor, (or more 
literally, “they are favor,” “they are grace.” but the lips of a fool 
consume him. The beginning of the words of his mouth is foolishness,  
and the end of his talk is evil madness. [The word used here is 
howleluth—it’s from the same root as hallelujah, but it refers to a man 
praising himself rather than God.] A fool multiplies words, though no 
man knows what is to be, and who can tell him what will be after him?  
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A fool says, “If you do this, then that will happen and if you do that this other 
thing will happen. Let me tell you what you can do to make things happen.”  
 
But Solomon says that no man knows what is to happen. 
 
Wisdom says, “I don’t know what will happen.” 
 
See?  
Wisdom is not producing plans or strategy. 
Wisdom is not taking knowledge of good and evil and formulating a map to 
future success. 
 
A fool will give you a lengthy and detailed strategy for achieving success, 
which means that he doesn’t know what success is.  
 
Verse 15  

The toil of a fool wearies him, for he does not know the way to the city.  
 
The poor wise man saves the city. 
But the fool doesn’t know the way to the city. 
Maybe that’s because the fool doesn’t even know what the city is… 
 He probably thinks it’s asphalt, bricks, and shopping malls. 
 
In Scripture, Genesis 4, Cain builds the very first city, and it’s built as an act of 
disobedience. Because Cain was jealous of his brother and murdered his 
brother, God sentenced Cain to wander the earth. But Cain builds a city on 
jealousy and murder. 
 
The second city built, which is mentioned in Scripture, is Babylon in Genesis 
11. It’s a city and a tower built by men who want to make a name for 
themselves by building all the way to Heaven. It’s a city built by pride. And 
God destroys it. 
 
Next we read about Sodom, a city built on lust and greed. 
And God destroys that city. 
 
Actually, the whole Bible is about the construction of another city—Jerusalem. 
That’s Solomon’s city, the city of peace. And ironically it gets destroyed more 
than any of the others. And it’s on the verge of destruction today. Jews say it 
belongs to them. Muslims say it belongs to them. Even some Christians think 
it belongs to them, which should make us wonder: do they even know what it 
is? 
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Most if not all the prophets, including Jesus, speak of the necessary 
destruction of Jerusalem. They say that her sins are worse than those of 
Sodom. 
 
You see? Jerusalem needs to be saved from herself. The Prophets refer to 
her as a whore. And she’s the one that crucifies the Messiah, by taking His life 
on a tree in the garden. 
 
See a city is so much more than asphalt, bricks and shopping malls. A city is a 
society—an assembly—like a banquet, party or even a church. It isn’t just 
building. A city is an economy, and a healthy city is an economy of love, which 
is the circulation of life. 
 
Well, the fool doesn’t know the way to the city, for perhaps he doesn’t even 
know what it is. Sometimes I wonder if we know the way to Heaven, for 
perhaps we don’t even know what it is.  
 
We think Faith is a strategy to get us to Heaven. 
We think Love is a strategy to get us saved . . . and to Heaven. 
We think obedience is a strategy to obtain the Kingdom of Heaven 
 
But maybe faithful obedience, which is love is Heaven…  
 So the destination is also the way… 
  And the Way is the destination. 
 
So, if you don’t love the Way, you’re not going to arrive at the destination. 
 
People will crucify the Way to seize the destination, for they don’t know what 
the destination is; they don’t know that Heaven is an economy of Love and 
“faith is the substance of things hoped for…” 
 
Ecclesiastes 10:15-18 
 

The toil of a fool wearies him, for he does not know the way to the city. 
Woe to you, O land, when your king is a child, and your princes feast in 
the morning! Happy are you, O land, when your king is the son of the 
nobility, and your princes feast at the proper time, for strength, and not 
for drunkenness! Through sloth the roof sinks in, and through 
indolence the house leaks.  

 
Sometimes people think Wisdom is laziness, but it’s just the opposite of 
laziness. Wisdom “hopes all things, believes all things, endures all things.” 
Wisdom does all things and may do even all things through you. 
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And that’s not just poetry. Wisdom is the Word of God and God is Love. 
 
 
Verse 19 

Bread is made for laughter, and wine gladdens life, and money 
answers everything.  

 
Bread, wine and money are power.  And in a city under siege, the most 
strategic thing to do is to guard them with your life . . . especially the bread—
guard it with your life, for it is your life. 
 
But what if the King tells you different? 
We’ve been preaching about the King enthroned in your heart. 
 
Verse 20 

Even in your thoughts, do not curse the king, nor in your bedroom 
curse the rich, for a bird of the air will carry your voice, or some winged 
creature tell the matter.  
 

Ecclesiastes 11:1  
Cast your bread upon the waters . . .  

 
“Cast your bread upon the waters.” For months now, my brain has been stuck 
on that line. Because of all the things that one could do in this world, that—
casting bread on water—seems to be the most non-strategic thing you could 
do . . . especially if you were trying to save a city. 
 
Sacrifice the bread . . . 
 
Come to think of it sacrifice itself seems pretty non-strategic. We tend to think 
that people sacrificed what they hated and despised. But the Jews were 
commanded to sacrifice what they valued and loved—the spotless lamb, the 
first-born calf. Sometimes the sacrifices were eaten, but many times they were 
entirely burnt up. 
 
Worship was casting bread, wine, lambs and calves onto the fire. 
It would be as if we collected the offering on Sunday morning, brought it up 
front, set it on fire and sang, “Hallelujah” as we watched it disappear. I mean it 
just seems so entirely non-strategic. You might say, “That’s bad stewardship.” 
But I think Jesus might tell you, “No, that is stewardship.” Building barns for 
your grain is bad stewardship. Sacrificing your bread is good stewardship. 
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“Cast your bread on the waters.” “The waters” sounds like the waters of chaos 
in Genesis one. “The waters” are the seas and the seas represent the nations.  
 
 
“Cast your bread on the waters”—that destroys bread.  
It’s not a recipe for making beer or pudding. 
It’s a recipe for losing your bread . . . entirely. 
 
“Cast your bread on the waters—for you will find it after many days.” 
The word translated “many” is normally translated “multitude.” 
 
Well, if you cast your bread on the sea and find it after a multitude of days . . .  
You’ve just witnessed a miracle . . .like a death and resurrection. 
 
Ecclesiastes 11:1-2 

“Cast your bread upon the waters, for you will find it after many days. 
Give a portion to seven, or even to eight, for you know not what 
disaster may happen on earth.” 

 
“Cast your bread upon the waters…” 
 
Well, is Solomon talking about all bread? In the last chapter he told us to eat 
our bread with a merry heart. Is that casting it on the waters? Maybe he’s 
talking about all bread, in some way, but I suspect he’s also talking about 
some very specific bread. 
 
Every day that Solomon went to the temple, he’d just sit and stare at bread—
the Bread of the Presence. Every Sabbath, the priests were commanded to 
place twelve loaves of bread on a golden table in front of the veil, which 
separated the throne of God from the people. The loaves were called the 
Bread of the Presence or Bread of the Face or showbread.  
 
God called the bread a covenant forever (Lev. 24:8) an “eternal covenant.” 
The bread was a constant reminder that Israel’s life depended on God’s 
sustaining presence.  
 
In the Wilderness God fed Israel with bread from Heaven—called manna. The 
Israelites couldn’t horde the manna, do business with the manna, or use the 
manna for anything other than their daily bread. They couldn’t strategize with 
manna. They could only enjoy the bread—now—in the present moment. 
 
In John 6 Jesus says, “I am the bread that came down from heaven.” 
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In John 14 He says, “How can you say ‘show us the Father?’ If you’ve seen 
me you’ve seen the father.” Jesus is the Showbread and the manna… And He 
seems to just throw Himself on the waters. 
 
In John 6 huge crowds follow Jesus and He feeds to five thousand with just 
five loaves and two fish, and the disciples gather up twelve baskets of 
fragments like the twelve loaves in the temple. Jesus is the Showbread. 
 
Jesus then walks on the waters of the Sea of Galilee. The crowd finds Him on 
the other side and proclaims, “I am the bread of life.” “And the bread that I will 
give for the life of the world is my flesh.” “Whoever eats my flesh and drinks 
my blood has eternal life and I will raise him up on the last day.” 
 
He tells them that He is the bread, and He will cast Himself on the waters; He 
will give Himself for the life of the world. He will be broken bread. That seemed 
entirely non-strategic—and the fact that He told them even more non-strategic 
still.  
 
When the crowd heard him say this, many chose leave. (If you’re into stuff like 
church growth—this is entirely non-strategic). Jesus shrinks the crowd, many 
of His disciples leave and He turns to Peter and says, “Are you going to leave 
too?” Peter says, “Where else would I go?” 
 
Peter stays but really struggles with Jesus’ strategy or lack of strategy. When 
Jesus reveals that he must go to Jerusalem, suffer at the hand of the religious 
leaders, be killed… and then be raised… Peter rejects the strategy saying, 
“May it never be.” And Jesus rebukes Peter saying, “Get behind me satan.” 
And then Jesus says, “If anyone would come after me let him deny himself, 
take up his cross and come follow.” 
 
“Take up a cross?” What sort of strategy is that?  
That’s like an anti-strategy: it’s the absolute surrender of control. 
Strategy is all about maintaining control. 
 
The disciples were distraught when Jesus set His face toward Jerusalem. 
 
It’s no wonder that Peter denied Jesus and Judas betrayed Jesus. 
Ironically, I think they both wanted to save Jesus, hang on to Jesus, but they 
were utterly frustrated with Jesus, for He kept giving Himself away.  
 
That very night, when they betrayed and denied Him, Jesus had taken bread 
and broken it saying, “This is my body given to you.” You see? He cast 
Himself upon the waters. 
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At noon that day, He hung on the tree in the garden of Calvary. The sky grew 
black. And He cried out “My God my God why have you forsaken me?” That’s 
Psalm 22, but Jesus wasn’t just reciting Psalm 22, He was living Psalm 22. 
He was tasting death for all, as He cried “Why have you forsaken me?” Why? 
 
You see? At that moment I don’t think He knew why. He didn’t know why, and 
yet He still surrendered, His spirit, crying out, “Father, into your hands I commit 
my Spirit.” 
 
I’m saying, at that point, His Obedience was entirely non-strategic. 
And yet . . . He is the strategy, the very logic, the strategy of God. 
 
His Obedience was entirely non-strategic. 
His Obedience is called Faith. 
 
His Spirit fell on the church at Pentecost. In forty years that Old Jerusalem was 
destroyed. And on the island of Patmos, John saw the New Jerusalem 
descending from Heaven. This was not just a vision of the future. He said, “I 
see it coming down from Heaven.” 
 
Jesus is the poor wise man who saved the city from the ruler of this world and 
saved the city from her own depraved self. Jesus saved the city in every 
possible way. Jesus saved the city, and the city is us. 
 
And Jesus invites us to help Him save the world in exactly the same way. 
Not by strategizing, but by becoming His strategy—becoming His Body and 
Bride—His living Temple. 
 
You see the New Jerusalem is coming down even now. And her gates are 
never shut. We are the New Jerusalem, and We are her gates, never to be 
shut. (You can read about all of this in the Revelation.) You are God’s living 
temple—now. 
 
As we learned last month, in your heart, there is a throne room. 
And on the throne stands the slaughtered lamb, the King of Kings. 
He is the decision to love. He is faith in love. He is Wisdom. 
 
Julian of Norwich wrote: 
 

…then our Lord opened my spiritual eyes and showed me my soul in 
the middle of my heart. I saw my soul as large as if it were a kingdom; 
and from the properties that I saw in it, it seemed to me to be a glorious 
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city. In the centre of that city sits our Lord Jesus, true God and true 
man, glorious, highest Lord; and I saw him dressed imposingly in glory. 
He sits in the soul, in the very centre, in peace and rest, and he rules 
and protects heaven and earth and all that is.   

 
In Proverbs 3:5-6 Solomon writes: 
 

Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own 
understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make 
straight your paths. 

 
Trust in the Lord now! That’s what the Lord wants. That’s all that matters. 
Trust in the Lord. And the King in your heart will move the path, all creation, 
beneath your feet. 
  
So the question for us is never strategic—“Where’s the path?”  
The question is “Do I trust in the Lord?” that is, “Do I have faith in Love?” 
 
When my children were little they never navigated with a strategy or map. 
They navigated with my presence. If they were with me they were never lost 
and always found. So, the question for us is never strategic: “Where’s the 
path?” “What’s the strategy?” It’s got to always be personal or deeply 
existential—a question that you ask in the depths of your being. The question 
is always, “Do I trust in the Lord now?” It’s the way Jesus navigated: “I do only 
what I see my Father doing.” 
 
Soren Kierkegaard wrote: 
 

The common view thinks that God has a cause in the human sense of 
the word, … If we follow this line of thinking God becomes a minor 
character who arrives at the embarrassing dilemma of needing human 
beings. No, no! God has no cause, is no advocate in this sense. For 
God everything is infinitely nothing. Any second he wills it, everything, 
including all opposition to his cause, becomes nothing. Wanting to 
serve God's cause can never mean the same thing as coming to his 
aid. No, to serve God's cause is to face examination. 

 
In other words God doesn’t need you to come up with strategies for saving 
your life, the city or the world. But God commands you to face examination. 
God calls you to stand before His throne in the Sanctuary of your heart and 
surrender to His Judgment of Mercy. It burns away the old man that trusts 
himself and reveals the New Man that trusts God’s Judgment. 
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Another way to say it is we love, because He first loved us.  
And love is everything that God requires. 
Love is how God saves the city. 
Love is casting your bread on the waters. 
Love is losing your life, for the sake of the King, and finding it. 
Love is presenting yourself a living sacrifice. 
Love is not a strategy for some other end. 
Love is the end. 
Love can be terrifying in this world, 
But love is the presence of the next world. 
There is no greater success than love . . . right now! 
 
Tony Campolo is an old friend of mine who used to tell one of my favorite 
stories. In the 60s Tony had a friend named Charlie. Charlie and Tony went to 
school together, earning PhDs together. They were a success together.  
 
Upon graduation Charlie took a job as professor in English Literature at 
Trenton State University and Campolo went to Eastern College. One day he 
got a call from Charlie's mother. She said, "Tony, you've got to talk to Charlie. 
Three weeks at his job and he quit! He has a PhD in English Literature. What 
can he do?"  
 
Tony said, "Yep, that's a problem." So he went and found Charlie living in a 
little apartment some place in New Jersey.  
 
Charlie said, "Sit down, man." Tony sat down in his beanbag chair.   
Charlie looked at Tony and said, "I quit, man. I quit."  
Campolo said, "I know you quit. Why did you quit?"   
 
Charile responded, 

 "I can't teach those people, man. I can't teach them.  
 “You know who those people are Tony—Students who are only there    
   to get a degree, in order to get a job, in order to make some money."  

 
“I share deep existential truths gleaned from eons of English literature  
 and some kid in the back raises his hand and asks, ‘Do I have to know  
 this for the test?” 

 
Those people used Charlie as part of their strategy to become a success. And 
to honest, Charlie was probably using them as part of his strategy to become 
a success.  
 

“So I quit man. I quit,” said Charlie. 
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"Well, Charlie, are you feeding yourself?” 

“I’m a mailman.” 
 
“Wow a PhD mailman.” And then, not knowing quite what to say he said, 
"Well, Charlie if you're going to be a mailman, be the very best mailman you 
can be." 
 "I'm a lousy mailman,” said Charlie 
"What do you mean you're a lousy mailman?"  
 "Well, everyone else gets their mail routes done by 1:00 P.M or so. I  

 don't get done until 5:30 or 6:00."  
"What on earth takes you so long?" 
 "I visit."  
"You visit?"  

"Yeah, Tony, you would not believe how many people on my route  
  never got visited until I became their mailman." 

 
As he talked, Tony got a picture of who Charlie was and what Charlie was 
doing—Charlie was losing himself and finding a city. He was sitting with lonely 
widows, counseling troubled teenagers and listening to jokes told by old men 
who hadn't told jokes in years. He was sharing in their sufferings. Tony 
realized that Charlie was delivering far more than the mail. Charlie was 
delivering the Gospel.  
 
 “The only problem is,” said Charlie “I can’t sleep.”  
 “Can’t sleep?” 
 “Who can sleep after twenty cups of coffee?” 
 
Charlie was saving the city by casting his bread on the water. 
Charlie was the New Jerusalem coming down. 
 
Maybe, if we’d stop developing and implementing strategies for church growth, 
winning the culture wars and reclaiming our country for God . . . 
Maybe, if we stopped strategizing and simply obeyed the king in our heart . . .  
Maybe, if we simply loved God and loved our neighbor . . .  
We’d see the New Jerusalem coming down—the Kingdom at hand. 
 
Tony says Charlie is the only mailman he knows for whom all the people on 
his route get together, rent a gym, and throw a party each year on his birthday.  
 
He cast his bread on the water and it’s already coming back to him. 
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Do you remember what saved Minas Tirith, and ushered in the new age in the 
Lord of the Rings? It wasn’t military strategy. It wasn’t the use of power.  
It was the decision to surrender power, for the sake of Love. 
 
 
Clip from Lord of the Rings 
 

[Frodo and Golem wrestle each other for the ring at the edge of a 
volcano. Golem falls into the volcano—into burning hot lava and barely 
notices he is about to die as he stares at the ring and clings to it. As he 
sinks into the lava he raises his hand trying to protect the ring above 
himself. He disappears into the lava and the rings remains above it, 
floating on the lava refusing to be destroyed.  
 
Frodo clings on to the side of the volcano, as he too fell into the 
volcano. He holds on for dear life. Samwise reaches out to Frodo 
encouraging him to take his hand.  He cries out, “Reach!” Frodo must 
decide between life and death, between the power of the ring and 
freedom from it. He reaches out to Samwise and Samwise pulls him 
out from the volcano.  
 
The ring sinks into the lava and then the dark forces and all of their 
territory begin to crumble as a result. While back on the battlefield, 
Frodo and Samwise’s friend, Pippin, recognizes the signs of victory 
and with a victorious exclamation cries out, FRODO!”] 

 
As you know that was Frodo the hobbit surrendering the ring of power to the 
fires of Mt. Doom—symbolic of the Judgment of God, and that’s how the City 
is saved (the sacrifice of self). 
 
It wasn’t an easy decision on Frodo’s part. 
Actually, He sacrificed his old self—his Golem, or in Hebrew, his golem. 
And he gained his new self in a new world. 
 
Every time we stand before the King in our hearts, the fire of His love burns 
the old man that trusts his own strategies and liberates the New Man who 
loves in His Image. 
 
Love is sacrifice. 
It can be painful in this world but it binds everything together in the next. 
Faith in Love is what constitutes the eternal City. 
 
Fourteen years ago, a friend had a vision during a sermon. 
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He heard Jesus say, “Come up here with me and I’ll show you.” 
At that he found himself crucified with Christ on the cross. 
 
He writes, 
 

I looked out over the room; I saw people praying, worshipping, crying, 
scared, anxious, children running around…  Next I started seeing a lot 
of suffering.  I saw people with cancer, enduring horrible abuse….  I 
also saw a person executed while on their knees, face and hands 
uplifted as their body was riddled with bullets.  I saw people die in the 
German concentration camps, and I saw Peter (from the Bible) get 
stoned.  At that point the vision just ended and I told God, "… that can't 
be it.  There must be more."  He told me to be patient and to come up a 
little bit higher and then to look closer.   
 
When I did I saw that all of this was happening all at once within the 
walls of the New Jerusalem, the gleaming white walls with flags flying 
in the wind. "This is heaven," He said, "This is what the New Jerusalem 
is made of." 

 
“Blessed are the poor in spirit OF them consists the kingdom of God.” 
“Blessed are those persecuted for righteousness sake OF them consists the 
kingdom of God.” As if it’s built with living stones. 
 
Do you understand?  
The New Jerusalem is made of the Old Jerusalem but filled with love. 
The New Jerusalem is made of people that have learned to love. 
All suffering is an invitation to love, 
 An invitation to cast your bread on the water, 
  An invitation to lose your life, and find it, in Love. 
 
As you know, the New Jerusalem is a city and the city is a temple and the 
temple is a body and a body only lives when each member sacrifices for all 
the others. 
 
That’s not a strategy to obtain life; that is life. 
 
Communion 
So on the night He was betrayed by us. Wisdom took bread and broke it and 
He cast it on the waters saying, “Take and eat.” 
And He took the cup saying, “This it the covenant in my blood. Drink of it all of 
you.” 
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This is Wisdom. This is the Decision to Love give to you.  
This is the Salvation of the City.  
 
God is not giving you a strategy. He is giving you Himself. 
So, come to His table and be saved.  
 
Prayer 
Let’s pray: Lord, I want to pray with the idea that we would pray constantly. 
This isn’t just something that we do in a moment at the end of the service on 
Sunday morning but this is the center—the center of the universe—the place 
from which we live our lives.  
 
We surrender all our strategies to you. In our fear and shame we strategize to 
always save our cities—to save ourselves, yet you are the Strategy that is 
surrendering the self that we might be lost in you and become part of a life 
greater than ourselves, that we might be your Body, your Bride in this world. 
 
As we come to this table, we surrender all of our strategies and we receive 
your strategy, which is not a map but your very presence in the depths of our 
being. Lord we love because you first loved us and we love you. We thank 
you! In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 
Benediction 
You just came to the table and took the bread. That’s a way to tell you that the 
King is right close, in your heart.  
 
After a sermon like this, someone might say, “So is it wrong to have 
strategies?” No. I’m just saying strategy won’t save you but the love with which 
you make it is the difference. That’s good news because I’m fifty-five and I’m 
tired of strategies: 
 
“If you only do this, your business will grow and you will be blessed.” 
“If we only do this, the church will grow and God will be pleased.” 
“If we only do this, the nation, the city, and the people will be saved.” 
 
God never asked us to save anybody.  
And God doesn’t need our strategies.  
God just commands us to love.  
 
We can only love by constant surrender to the King in our heart.  
 



	 19	

May you live in that place—before the gaze of your Father as He looks at you 
and says, “This is my beloved son in whom I am well pleased.” May you love 
because He first loved you!  
 
In Jesus’ name may you believe and live the Gospel! 
Amen. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Disclaimer: This document is a draft and has not been edited by the author. Therefore, there may 
be discrepancies. Some discrepancies may be minor; some may have to do with theology. When 
in doubt, please refer to the audio version of the sermon on this website and don’t be shy about 
informing us of errors. 
	


