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Prayer 
Lord Jesus, we thank you that you find us, that you make all things new, that you put flesh on 
dry bones, in the Valley of dry bones and that as Ezekiel looks on He sees that it's the whole 
house of Israel.  Thank you that you are interested in more than Israel. You are interested in 
your whole world–all of creation. You said from the throne that you want us to look and see that 
you make all things new. So make us new or help us to see that you have made us new. Lord 
Jesus, you are the Word spoken into the void to create all things.  
We pray that you would speak your Word now–that we would hear and believe. Thank you that 
you love us so. In Jesus' name, Amen. 
 
Sermon 
Susan Coleman grew up playing with little dolls that would date, get married, and have children.   
She had a hope chest. It contained hopes for her future home –linens, table clothes candlesticks. 
When she was eighteen, she wrote a letter to God saying, “Dear God, this is what I want in life.  
I just want to be married and have four children by my thirty-fourth birthday.” Amazingly, her 4th 
child was born on her thirty-fourth birthday. 
 
It doesn’t always work like that.  I just want you to see that her greatest desire was to give 
herself away to a man who would love her and to the children that their union would produce. 
On May 28th, 1983, Susan Coleman vowed herself to me, “in sickness and health, joy and 
sorrow, plenty and want, as long as we both shall live.”   
 
For twenty-two years, she had kept herself to be a gift on this day:  heart, soul, spirit, and body.  
That night, in a corner room on the second floor of the Christiana Hotel, in Vail, we 
consummated our covenant in a passionate, intimate, uninhibited, free, and holy communion.  
She gave herself to me – body and blood–an alabaster flask filled with perfumed oil – a fragrant 
offering. 
 
Now imagine, if in the morning, Susan rolled over and on my pillow, she found this: two crisp 
one hundred dollar bills [Peter pulls two one-hundred dollar bills out of his wallet and lays them 
standing up for all to see on the communion table] and a note that said, “That was great!  Hope 
this is enough!”   
 
Imagine how she’d feel!   

What would I be saying?  
Just imagine how she’d feel!   

 
I wonder if Jesus ever feels that way?   
 
We’re here to celebrate communion in the sanctuary of the covenant of grace.  He’s given us his 
body broken, and blood shed, and what do you give him?  Do you feel like you owe him and 
have to pay him?  If so, I wonder how that makes him feel.   
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Well imagine if Susan rolled over and found two hundred dollar bills lying on my pillow… 
Could anything be worse? 
 
But, now imagine if Susan rolled over and found this:  One red rose. [Peter pulls out a long 
stemmed, red rose and smells it.] Fragrant.  That would be different, wouldn’t it?  But, now, 
what’s worth more?  You know a rose is extremely impractical (it’s really good for nothing).  And 
if it’s roses that you want, you can go to Costco and get one hundred sixty roses for two 
hundred bucks. 
 
But what would she want more? 
What does Jesus want more? 
Two hundred bucks feels like payment. 
The rose feels like something else. 
 
Well, in our Jesus story,  
 One person thinks he can pay and tries to pay.   
 And one person does something else. 
 One person thinks he can obey the rules and please God  

And one person surrenders to the Piper and starts to dance. 
 
The story is in Luke chapter 7.  It immediately follows Jesus’ statement about the piper and the 
children that won’t dance.  For all of September, we preached on the verses immediately 
following that statement in the Gospel of Matthew.  But, this story follows that statement in the 
Gospel of Luke. 
 
Luke 7:32-37, Jesus says: 

“We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we sang a dirge, and you did not 
weep.  For John the Baptist has come eating no bread and drinking no wine, and you 
say, ‘He has a demon.’ The Son of Man has come eating and drinking, and you say, 
‘Look at him!  A glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’  Yet 
wisdom is justified by all her children.” 

 
What do wisdom’s children look like? 

 
One of the Pharisees asked him to eat with him, and he went into the Pharisee’s house 
and reclined at the table.  And behold, a woman of the city, who was a sinner, when she 
learned that he was reclining at table in the Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster flask 
of ointment. 

 
In those days, people reclined at a banquet.  They reclined at a low table on one elbow, usually 
the left, and eating with the right, with their feet sticking out from the table behind them.  Jesus 
was invited by a “separate one” (a Pharisee) named Simon.   
 
It was expected that: First, Simon would provide water for the washing of his guests’ feet, for the 
roads were dirty and in the Jewish culture, the feet were considered to be very unclean. 
Secondly, Simon was expected to greet a friend with a kiss on the check and a rabbi with a kiss 
on the hand. Thirdly, it was common to anoint an honored guest with oil. Simon does none of 
these things.  So, he throws a public banquet for Jesus, costing well over two hundred dollars, 
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and yet snubs Jesus in the process.  He’s trying to control Jesus and uses Jesus.  He’s judging 
Jesus.  
 
Well, there’s a woman at the banquet, not a guest, but an observer.  It was common for 
someone like this Pharisee to hold a banquet in the courtyard of his home, so that common 
people could observe and listen to the wisdom of the great rabbis.   
 
This woman is a sinner from the city.  Simon knows who she is (for some reason, he knows).  
Almost certainly, she’s a prostitute.  She has an alabaster flask of perfumed oil – probably 
hanging on a string around her neck.  Many women had them in that day.  But, for this woman, 
in her profession, that ointment would be indispensable. 
 
Luke 7:37-46 
 

And behold, a woman of the city, who was a sinner, when she learned that he was 
reclining at table in the Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster flask of ointment, 
(Alabaster is a type of stone. This flask is made of earth; it’s an earthen vessel.) and 
standing behind him at his feet, weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears and 
wiped them with the hair of her head and kissed his feet and anointed them with the 
ointment.  Now when the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, “If 
this man were a prophet, he would have known who and what sort of woman this is who 
is touching him, for she is a sinner.”  And Jesus answering said to him, “Simon, I have 
something to say to you.”  And he answered, “Say it teacher.” 
 
A certain moneylender had two debtors.  One owed five hundred denarii, and the other 
fifty.  When they could not pay, he cancelled the debt of both.  Now which of them will 
love him more?”  Simon answered, “The one, I suppose, for whom he cancelled the 
larger debt.”  And he said to him, “You have judged rightly.”  Then turning toward the 
woman, he said to Simon, “Do you see this woman?”  I entered your house; you gave 
me no water for my feet, but she has wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her 
hair.  You gave me no kiss, but from the time I came in she has not ceased to kiss my 
feet.  You did not anoint my head with oil, but she has anointed my feet with ointment.” 

 
Jesus looks at the woman as He says these things, so it’s not like he’s yelling at Simon. Maybe 
He’s sorry for Simon. He’s definitely admiring her.  He’s delighting in her tears of joy, her hair, 
her perfume, and her kisses.  Why’d she make such a fragrant offering?  Do you suppose they 
had a stewardship campaign at the synagogue that week? An ointment drive?  Do you suppose 
she saw it as an investment in eternity, such that she’d be repaid on Judgment Day?  Or 
perhaps a spiritual discipline that would result in a greater sense of well being?  What did she 
want? 
 
Jesus says, “Simon, you gave me no water for my feet.  She has washed them with her tears.”  
She’s passionate; you can’t just manufacture tears like that.  She washes what was considered 
to be the dirtiest part of a person; she washes his feet with her tears.  “And Simon,” says Jesus 
“she wiped them with her hair.”  It was considered to be deeply shameful for a woman to let 
down her hair in public.  According to the Talmud, a woman could be divorced for unbinding her 
hair in public.  This woman is passionate and intimate.  Jesus says, “Simon you gave me no 
kiss, but she has not stopped kissing my feet.  You did not anoint my head with oil, but she has 
anointed my feet with perfumed oil.”   
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Do you suppose she anointed Jesus’ feet with ten percent of her ointment and then thought, “I 
hope that was enough”?  NO.  I imagine that she made no calculations.  Actually the ointment 
may have cost more than the banquet.  But I imagine she made no calculations.  So, even if it 
was costly, the giving was uninhibited by fear.   
 
I imagine that her right hand didn’t know what her left hand was doing.  I imagine that what she 
did was like a dance.  She heard music (that Simon couldn’t hear).  She heard music and 
couldn’t help but dance – constrained by the music and yet entirely free–passionate, intimate 
uninhibited and free. 
 
Simon had said, “If this man were a prophet, he would know what sort of woman is touching 
him.”  The word translated “touch” also means “to light a fire,” and was used to describe sexual 
relations.  So, this woman was quite a sight. She had obviously encountered Jesus or heard 
Jesus.  He had touched her and set her on fire. 
 
We wonder what she was thinking, but we know what Simon and his friends were thinking.  
They were thinking, “This woman has no shame.” And just think – the very same ointment that 
had been used for sin is now a fragrant offering to Jesus.  The very same kisses that had been 
used for evil, are now a sacrifice of praise.   
 
Well, they must’ve thought, “She has no shame!”  Is that what Jesus wants?  You know this 
appears to have happened to Jesus, (the great bridegroom), quite a bit.  It happens here in Luke.  
In John, Mary does this at Lazarus’s house a week before Jesus dies.  In Matthew and Mark, a 
woman breaks an alabaster flask of ointment over Jesus’ head at the house of Simon, the leper 
three days before the crucifixion.  Judas and the disciples get offended, and Jesus says that 
what she’s done will be proclaimed in the entire world.  As if, at last, this is exactly what He 
wants:   

Not a harlot.  Simon sees a harlot.  Jesus sees something else. 
Not a harlot–but a bride–with no shame.   

 
I think shame is just another word for pride.  It’s why we covered ourselves with fig leaves in the 
garden.  It’s why we constantly try to justify ourselves.  It’s what produces the old man – the 
outward man–our earthen vessel that traps us and keeps us from loving and being loved.  St. 
Paul wrote, “We have this treasure in earthen vessels,” (like a treasure in an alabaster bottle, or 
box).  
 
In his book Release of the Spirit, Watchman Nee writes, “The Alabaster box must be broken.”  
… “If the alabaster box is not broken, the pure spikenard will not flow forth.  Strange to say, 
many are still treasuring the alabaster box thinking its treasure exceeds that of the ointment.”  
He’s saying that our pride, our ego, even our soul must be broken so our spirit can flow out and 
commune with God – the Sprit that is God.   
 
In 1 Corinthians 6: 16-17 Saint Paul wrote:  
  

Do you not know that he who is joined to a prostitute becomes one body with her?  For 
as it is written, “the two will become one flesh.”  But he who is joined to the Lord 
becomes one Spirit with Him. 
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We are the body and bride of Christ, according to Paul.   
So maybe this is exactly what Jesus wants: 

 A bride with no shame. 
 A bride that loves him passionately, intimately, uninhibited and free. 
 
 

So, DO THAT!  (Practical application point:  Do that!)   
[Peter waves his hands over the crowd like he’s doing magic.] 
 
Well, how do we just, do that?  You’ve all probably tried: “Oh Jesus, I let down my hair, I weep 
on your feet, smell my aroma, oh Lord.” [Peter raises his left arm and wafts with his right hand 
under his armpit.] “I anoint you with Old Spice Sport Stick.”  We all come to church and try to do 
this.  But, dang! Sometimes you’re just not feelin’ it, - are you? 
 
How do we love like that?   
 
Luke 7: 44-46  Jesus says, “Look.”  “She washed my feet with her tears and hair…she’s still 
kissing me and has anointed me with her perfume.” 
 
In verses 47-49 

Therefore I tell you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven. 
More literally, “have been forgiven.”  It’s a perfect passive indicative.  It’s finished.  
Jesus must’ve told her, “You’re forgiven.” Jesus says, “Her sins have been 
forgiven for she loved much.” Or in the place of for: “Hence,” in the New Revised 
Standard Version; “That’s why,” in the International Standard Version; “So” in the 
NCV, “we know this because…”) “she loved much.”   

But he who is forgiven little, loves little.  And he said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.”  
Then those who were at table with him began to say among themselves, “Who is this, 
who even forgives sins?”  And he said to the woman.  “Your faith has saved you; go in 
peace.” 
 

You know, scholars debate the grammar in verse 47.  But from the story, the context, and what 
Jesus clearly says, when He says, “The one forgiven little – loves little,” we can see that the one 
forgiven much, loves much, or, at least, if you do love much, it is because you have been 
forgiven much and believe it.  Faith in grace means you love much and are saved.   
 
Love.  All the commandments are wrapped up in this one word, love.  Love is what God wants.  
Sin is not love and what God doesn’t want.  He wants love.  And to love much, you must be 
forgiven much.  And to be forgiven much… well, don’t You Have to Sin Much? 
 
That’s why today I’m introducing the all new Fall of 2014, Sanctuary Sin Much Program! 
 
[Burlesque music starts playing and a slide is shown.] 
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[The slide and music shut off.] 
 
What do you think?   

Do you need help with sinning?   
Did Simon need help with sinning?   
Was Jesus saying that Simon needed to sin more?   
So he could be forgiven more and love more?  I don’t think so.   

 
If anyone sinned much, the text indicates that Simon sinned much:   

He didn’t provide water for Jesus’ feet.   
He didn’t kiss Jesus.   
He didn’t anoint Jesus.   
In fact, He’s using Jesus–trying to control Jesus–even judging Jesus. 

And who is Jesus?  He’s love in the flesh. 
 

Simon is using love – to not love.  
Simon is trying to use love and create his own life, rather than sacrificing his life to love.   
Simon is trying to use love, control love, and judge love.   
Simon is treating Jesus like a harlot. 
 
Maybe, that’s why Jesus was so sympathetic to harlots?  And why harlots seemed to so easily 
understand Jesus?  They both knew the pain of two hundred dollars left on a pillow.  They both 
knew the pain inflicted by folks who think they can pay for love. 
 
God is love.  Do you think you can pay for Love?  Do you think that you can come to church and 
get some knowledge of the good, so that you can go do the good, and then purchase some 
more good with that good, thereby making yourself good?  Would you take the good and use 
the good to make yourself good?  
 
Did you know that, “God alone is good?”  Would you take God and use God to make yourself 
God?  That’s what human religion does.  That’s what Israel did.  That’s what the Pharisees were 
doing.  In the words of the prophets, “They played the whore.”  They tried to buy God and 
couldn’t even see God. 
 

Fall of 2014 
 

Sanctuary Sin Much Program 
Step 1:  Comprehensive “Sin Much Testing” to find your “sin gifts.” 
(We’ll put you through a program to test where you’re particularly gifted at sinning.) 
Step 2:  “Assignment to one of our 5 communities 
 • Prostitution 
 • Substance Abuse 
 • Racketeering 
 • Extortion 
 • Disco Dancing 

Where you’ll learn to sin much, then you can be forgiven much and then you’ll love much. 
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So, when Jesus stands before Pilate on the day that he’s nailed to the tree, He says to Pilate, 
“The one who delivered paradidomai delivered me to you has the greater sin.”  Well, it wasn’t 
prostitutes that delivered Jesus to Pilate.  It was the pastors and priests, in specific, Pharisees 
like Simon.  Simon is far more guilty of buying and selling Covenant Love, than the woman at 
Jesus’ feet.   
 
And far more guilty than Simon, another Pharisee named Saul, that you know of as Saint Paul.  
Scripture calls him the “foremost of all sinners” and he writes, “I received from the Lord, that 
which I also delivered paradidomai–the same word Jesus used before Pilate that which I also 
delivered to you, that on the night Jesus was delivered  (also translated “betrayed”) he took 
bread and broke it.”  
 
Paul is saying that whenever we come to communion we confess that we “delivered up” Jesus, 
which means we have the greater sin.  You say it all the time “He died for my sins.”  So, we 
don’t need to become greater sinners.  We’ve already sinned much, and He already bore the 
sins of the world.   
 
If we don’t love much, we must not believe that we’ve already been forgiven much.  We’ve 
already been forgiven the death of Jesus.  And even the way we continue to play the harlot with 
Jesus.  For every time you do a good deed or make an offering thinking you can pay for God’s 
love, isn’t that exactly what you are doing?  God’s love for you is Jesus. 
 
Well, the one “forgiven much loves much” so if Simon ever sees what he’s done and how much 
God has forgiven him, well, Simon would really, really love.  But, why doesn’t he see it?  And 
how will he come to see it?  And exactly how much are you forgiven?  Is it just your sins that are 
forgiven? 
 
In the middle of our story, Jesus tells Simon a story saying, “A certain moneylender had two 
debtors.  One owed five hundred denari (about one hundred thousand dollars) and the other, 
fifty (about ten thousand dollars).  When they could not pay, he cancelled the debt.”  Now, if God 
is the moneylender, and you are the debtor, how much can you pay? Well, whether you’re rich 
or poor, knowledgeable or ignorant, strong-willed or weak-willed, - How much can you pay? 
Well nothing, right?  For with what could you pay, that had not first been given to you by God? 
   

 •You’re not the creator. 
 •You didn’t create what you think you own. 
 •You didn’t create you, that thinks you own, what you think you own. 
 •You didn’t create your will that thinks it chooses to give what you think you own. 
 

In fact, the moment you think you can pay, you implicate yourself as a thief… for you can only 
pay the moneylender with the money that you already owe. 
 
Well, when the moneylender sees, that they cannot pay, he forgives the debt.  Did God ever 
have any illusions that you could pay?  So you were forgiven from the very start.  But, in our 
story, it’s like the debtors each owe, until they each know that they can’t pay, but have been 
forgiven.  The word translated “forgiven” is the Greek verb, charizomai, based on charis, from 
which we get Eucharist.  Charis means grace.  Chorizomai is to freely give, it is “to grace.” 
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Do you understand?  You were created by grace.  You’re not just given fifty or five hundred 
denari.  You’re given “all things.”  In Romans 8:32, Saint Paul writes, “God delivered up his own 
son for us all.  Will he not also graciously give us charizomai – same word Jesus used), will he 
not graciously give, that is forgive us – all things with Him?”  Like, He’s given us Jesus, so that 
we can see that He’s given us all things.  In 1 Corinthians 3:21, Paul writes, “All things are 
yours.” 
 
So how much are you forgiven?  All things, including Jesus.  You are forgiven much, but you 
probably don’t believe you’re forgiven much, for if you did, you’d love much, like the woman 
weeping in joy at Jesus’ feet. 
 
You see?  This is just crazy to think about:  But it’s like we’ve been given everything except “the 
knowledge” that we’ve been given everything. That’s why we try to buy things, and so tightly 
hang on to things, things like our own lives, - kept tightly in an alabaster box. 
 
Remember in the garden?  Adam and Eve are given everything –except one thing–the 
“knowledge of evil and the good.”  And what is the Good?  Well, isn’t the Good the one who 
freely gives them everything?  God is the Good and God is Love – God is Grace. So, mankind is 
given all things by grace, but has no faith in grace until he sees God in flesh, hanging on a tree, 
in a garden at the end of the sixth day, crying “Father forgive” and bleeding grace. 
 
Remember, we took the life of Love on a tree (called the cross). That’s sin and evil.   
But Love gave his life on a tree (called the cross) and that’s good, that’s grace.  

It’s at that tree that we not only learn about evil,  
but at that tree that we know and are known by the Good.  

It’s at that tree that the Good gives us life.   
He gives us his faith, faith in grace, his Spirit crying, ”Abba Father.” 
  
So, Adam and Eve were created by grace, but didn’t know they were created by grace.  They 
did not have faith in grace.  You are created by grace and all is yours by grace, but you don’t 
have faith in grace until God creates it with His Word hanging on the tree, like fruit, saying, “This 
is my blood shed for you.”  “I am Hesed, I am love,  I am burning hot grace.”   
 
It’s there we learn that we are “forgiven much.” And “forgiven much,” we “love much” in the 
image of God.  We die with Him and rise with Him and enter  - His rest–seventh day rest.  It’s 
there that we are “finished.” 
 
Salvation is “faith in grace.” 
Salvation is being at peace with the reality of your own creation. 
Salvation is knowing that you cannot pay and yet all you want to do is love as you have been 
loved. 
Salvation is faith that you have been “forgiven much” and so you “love much.” 
Salvation is faith in grace and faith by grace. 
 
Well, we really don’t have a fall 2014 “Sin Much Program.”   
But, I believe that God has a “love much program.” [The following slide is shown] 
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Now don’t worry if you don’t understand all of that.  I don’t understand all of that.  No mortal 
being understands all of that.  Just trust this word I’m about to speak – “Jesus.”  It’s God’s word. 
It means “God is salvation” and you have been “forgiven much.”  And don’t worry, He’s not 
creating guilt.  He’s creating gratitude.  It was all according to plan, for you have been 
predestined to “love much” in the image of God.   
 
You have not only been forgiven some things, for that would mean you have earned other things, 
but you cannot earn anything, cannot buy anything.  You are forgiven all things.  You are 
forgiven your bad deeds.  Aphiemi is the other word Jesus uses.  That’s translated, “forgive.”  
You have been “allowed” you bad deeds (your sin), for where “sin increased, grace abounded 
all the more.”  Sin is a void in you, predestined to be filled with grace.  Sin is not love, 
predestined to be filled with love and God is love. You are forgiven you bad deeds – aphiemi – 
allowed.   And your good deeds –Charizomai– every truly good deed is a gracious gift from God.   
 
That woman’s gift to Jesus – was God’s gift to her. 

She lost herself and found herself dancing to the music of the Piper. 
She found herself alive! 
She, herself, was the Rose. 
(Peter sings: “Hearts unfold like flowers before thee, opening to the sun of Love.”) 
 

The good deeds in her were the life of Christ in her, the Word of God in her, implanted in her like 
a seed, blossoming like a flower. 
 
You are forgiven your bad deeds, your good deeds and especially the deeds you think are good, 
but are the very root of all evil.  You’re forgiven the two hundred dollars on the pillow. The law 
came in to increase the trespass and you are forgiven.  
 
You know, just the fact that you think of something as a good deed, means it’s probably a bad 
deed.  If you have to make yourself do the good, you don’t love the good.  You’re using your 
carnal knowledge of the good to try and make good with which to purchase something else you 
judge better than the good.   
 
If you have to make yourself do the good, you don’t love the good.  You’re using the good.   And 
God is the Good and Jesus is God in flesh.  In theological terms: If you try to “justify yourself,” 

God’s Love Much Program 
 
Step 1:  Create Adam (mankind) with Grace. 
Step 2:  Consign them to disobedience by letting them take Grace.  

(From a tree or something after.)  
Step 3:  Increase the trespass by showing them the meaning of Grace.  
  (You know, with the law–“the knowledge of good and evil.) 
Step 4:  Give them Grace, where they have taken Grace  

 Causing them to see that they cannot pay for Grace, 
 Causing them to see that they are forgiven much. 

  Causing them to love much in the image of Love Much, that is . . . 
               The image of God. 
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with your “knowledge of the Good,” you’re just like Simon.  And you’re treating God like a whore.  
Sorry to be so blunt, but you need to know:  you have “sinned much” - and I have “sinned much.” 
But, don’t despair, for if you know that you’ve ‘sinned much,” you can also know that you’ve 
been “forgiven much.”  And then you’ll “love much” and nothing is happier than Love, God is 
love. 
 
You know, St Paul sinned more than you, me, or Simon.  Saul of Tarsus was the world’s 
greatest Pharisee and “chief of sinners.”  But listen to what he wrote in 1 Corinthians 15: 9-10. 
 

. . . I am the least of the least of the apostles, unworthy to be called an apostle, because 
I persecuted the church of God.  But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace 
toward me was not in vain.  On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them, though it 
was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. 

 
See?  Because Paul was “forgiven much” he “loved much.”  So, if you are particularly aware of 
your sin today, I think you’re being given an invitation. That is to know that you’re “forgiven 
much.”  And you’ll know, that you know, you’re “forgiven much” because you will forgive much 
and you will love much.  And if you feel particularly sinful today, please understand you are 
particularly forgiven, for God is revealing a particular love in you.  And I think that Love is the 
true you emerging in the place of the old you and that you, cannot sin. 
 
Well, the Lord of Love appeared to Paul on the road to Damascus and broke his alabaster flask 
– the Grace of God shattered his ego – his bad deeds, good deeds – he saw it was all forgiven.  
And so he had no shame and no pride.  He was free to love –free to dance–passionate, intimate, 
inhibited and free – a Pharisee without shame.   
 
It was an event and also a process in time, but his spirit became one with God’s Spirit and gave 
birth to life.  The flask broke – the perfume spilled out , and the old harlot became the bride and 
gave birth to you – the children of God.  “Forgiven much,” he “loved much.” 
 
Communion 
  
Well, “I received from the Lord what I also declared to you, that on the night Jesus was 
delivered he took bread and broke it saying this is my body.”  Scripture says, “he himself bore 
our sins in his body on the tree.” (1Peter 2:24).   
 
He said, “this is my body” – this is my “earthen vessel”–this is my “alabaster flask”  broken for 
you.  And in the same way he took the cup and said, “This is the new covenant in my blood.”   
In the morning we all broke the alabaster flask and the love of God spilled out, the Spirit of God 
spilled out.  Bride of Christ, believe the gospel: You have been forgiven much. 
 
You can’t buy this.  You can’t earn this.  You can’t deserve this.  And do not apply this, as if you 
could control this.  Jesus commanded you to eat this and it will change you.  Eat this – drink 
this:  you are “forgiven much,” for you are loved very, very, very much.  When you believe that, 
“Your heart will unfold like a flower before him, opening to the sun above.” 
 
[“Ode to Joy” is sung] 
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Benediction 
So this is who you are. [Peter points to a long stem rose in his hands.]  
It’s not just simply what you give.  
 
In the morning, when Susan rolled over and looked at the pillow, what she wanted to see was 
me! I know that’s shocking…(Peter laughs) but that’s what she wanted to see. She wanted to 
see me with an open heart.  
 
If you’ve been married awhile, you know that that didn’t happen that morning. It takes a lifetime, 
and it takes a lot of pain and a lot of struggles. If you’ve been through a marriage that’s fallen 
apart, you need to understand that you’re in a marriage right now that will not fall apart. And the 
Son of Love is opening your heart every moment, every day he’s showing you something, he’s 
teaching you something.  
 
You see? You are a creation of Love. Love is your Creator. I know that you are or else you 
wouldn’t be here. God created you and he’s creating you. I don’t think he created evil. I think evil 
is an absence, but he also created things like dogs, and cats, and chickens. I think you’re 
different than them, and that’s because God is creating something else in you that I’m not sure 
he creates in them. I don’t mean to judge chickens, but you are a creation of love and he wants 
you to know it, but you don’t yet know it.  
 
What is he creating? He’s creating faith in his grace so you would forever enjoy his love, love as 
he loves, and enter the joy of the Lord your God. So believe the gospel. It really is good news. 
Whenever you feel sin weighing you down, you feel shame, I think Jesus is giving you an 
invitation: “Come to me. Confess it to me. Let me shatter that alabaster flask and show you how 
much I love you.” 
 
Believe you have been forgiven much. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 

Disclaimer: This document is a draft and has not been edited by the author. Therefore, there may 
be discrepancies. Some discrepancies may be minor; some may have to do with theology. When 
in doubt, please refer to the audio version of the sermon on this website and don’t be shy about 
informing us of errors. 
 


