
Messages	since	our	last	“Conversations:”	
	
Talking	Politics	with	Solomon																																																																																																																				Ecclesiastes	8:1-15	
“Keep	the	king’s	command,”	writes	Solomon,	and	you	“will	know	no	evil	thing.”	
Who	is	the	king?	Where	is	his	throne?	And	what	is	his	command?	
In	America,	democracy	is	king.	Three	thousand	years	ago,	Israel	rejected	God	as	King.			
For	a	thousand	years,	they	suffered	under	worldly	kings	and	knew	many	evil	things	until	God	wrapped	His	
	 Command	in	flesh,	born	of	a	virgin	and	then,	placed	in	a	manger.	
Pontus	Pilate	called	for	a	vote	and	we	all	voted	for	Barabbas—the	politician.	
On	the	tree	in	the	garden,	we	took	the	Life	of	the	King	and	the	King	delivered	up	His	Spirit.	
His	Spirit	conquers	the	nations	and	is	enthroned	in	your	heart.	
The	obedience	of	faith	is	subjective	encounter	with	the	King	on	the	throne	in	the	depths	of	your	own	being.	
The	powers	of	this	world	promise	safety	for	yourself,	and	vengeance	on	your	enemies.	
King	Jesus	is	the	Will	to	lose	yourself,	and	forgive	your	enemies.	
His	Kingdom	is	Freedom,	Life,	and	Joy.	
	
“Already Approved” (Merry Christmas)                                                                    Ecclesiastes 8:15-9:12 
“Eat your bread with joy and drink your wine with a merry heart, for God has already approved of what you 
 do,” writes Solomon. 
I do just about everything to gain approval. 
But if I believed that I’m already approved, it might change everything I do. 
When I choose evil, I make nothing and call it something—I make “the vanity of vanities.” I make the idol I 
 call “me.” The old adam is the “me” that I make. 
When I choose the Good, the Good is choosing me and making me in time—God makes the New Me, the 
 New Adam. And He comes pre-approved. 
I’m not the sum total of “my” choices in time. 
I’m the revelation of God’s Eternal Choice in my time. 
The old man is the man for whom you cannot be grateful. 
The New Man is the Man for Whom you can only be grateful. 
Say: “Thank you Lord for me, and that I am no one else . . . but You.” 
It will burn the old and reveal the New. 
	
The	Youngest	Oldest	Man	at	Christmas																																																																																																														Luke	2:22-35	
Every	day	old	Simeon	went	to	the	temple	awaiting	the	Messiah.	
“But	who	may	abide	the	day	of	his	coming	and	who	can	stand	when	he	appeareth?”	
Mary	and	Joseph	offered	a	burnt	offering	and	a	sin	offering.	
Jesus	is	the	sin	offering—He	makes	up	for	the	thing	we	all	refuse	to	do.	
Jesus	is	the	burnt	offering—He	is	the	thing	God	wants	us	all	to	do.	
Jesus,	the	Eschatos	Adam,	loses	his	Life	for	the	sake	of	Love	and	finds	it.	
The	Temple	is	like	a	giant	heart	and	the	Life	is	in	the	blood.	
From	the	throne	of	the	Lamb,	Life	flows	like	a	river	to	all	creation	and	returns	again	as	a	song	of	praise.	
To	refuse	to	lose	your	life	for	the	sake	of	Love	is	to	damn	the	river	and	be	damned.	
Jesus	is	the	Decision	to	Love,	given	to	all	humanity,	that	all	might	live.	
Simeon	lost	his	life,	remained	standing,	and	the	river	now	flows	through	Simeon.	
Love	is	sacrifice,	and	when	all	sacrifice	everyone	wins.	
	
Non-Strategic	Obedience				 																																																																																																			Ecclesiastes	9:11-11:2	
Solomon	sees	a	poor	man	who,	by	his	wisdom,	saved	a	city.	
Yet	no	one	listened	to	the	poor	man.	
He	then	tells	us	to	“cast	our	bread	on	the	waters,”	which	seems	entirely	non-strategic	.	.	.	especially	if	you’re	
	 trying	to	save	a	city	under	siege.	
Jesus	is	the	Bread	of	Life.	He	cast	Himself	upon	the	waters.		
Jesus	saved	the	city	of	Jerusalem,	which	is	.	.	.	us.	
He	cried,	“My	God,	my	God,	why?”		
He	didn’t	know	“why,”	and	yet	He	surrendered	His	Spirit.	He	obeyed.	
His	obedience	was	entirely	non-strategic,	and	yet,	He	is	the	Strategy	of	God.	
His	obedience	is	called	faith.	
Sacrifice	is	not	a	strategy	to	gain	life.	Sacrifice	is	Life.	
Faith	is	not	a	strategy	to	gain	salvation.	Faith	is	Salvation.	
Love	is	not	a	strategy	to	gain	God.	Love—real	Love—is	God.	
Cast	your	bread	on	the	waters	.	.	.	for	you	will	find	it	in	many	days.	
	
	



Caution	to	the	Wind	 	 	 	 																																																														Ecclesiastes	11:1-12:8	
“Rejoice,”	commands	Solomon,	“Walk	in	the	ways	of	your	heart	and	the	sight	of	your	eyes.	But	[and]	know	that	
	 for	all	these	things	God	will	bring	you	into	the	judgment.”	
“Good	News:	God	is	Salvation,”	the	church	proclaims,	“But	remember:	the	Judgment	is	coming	and	God	will	no	
	 longer	save.”	
Do	anxiety	and	caution	save	us	from	the	Judgment	of	God?	
Or	do	we	not	“know	the	Judgment	of	God?”	
Solomon	would	go	to	the	temple	and	see	“the	Judgment.”	
The	Lamb	of	God	who	takes	away	the	sin	of	the	world	is	the	Judgment	of	God.	
Solomon	is	not	saying	that	anxiety	saves	us	from	the	judgment	of	God.	
He	is	saying	that	the	Judgment	of	God	saves	us	from	anxiety	.	.	.	
And	it	gives	us	the	courage	to	rejoice,	to	give,	to	love	and	to	live.	
“Rejoice…remember	the	judgment…and	remove	anxiety	from	your	heart,”	writes	Solomon.	
“Rejoice…remember	my	body	broken	and	blood	shed…	and	fear	not,”	says	the	Prince	of	Peace.	
	
A	Few	Questions	to	Ponder:	
ü How	is	Wisdom	different	than	taking	knowledge	of	Good	and	evil	from	the	tree?	
ü The	obedience	of	faith	(a	good	judgment	or	decision)	is	subjective	encounter	with	the	King	on	the	

throne	in	the	depths	of	your	own	being.	–	Talking	Politics	with	Solomon	
• If	this	is	true,	what	does	it	look	like	for	you?	
• How	do	you	discern	the	King’s	Voice	(Wisdom)	from	all	the	other	voices?	
• How	does	this	reality	make	you	feel?		
• Is	the	decision	“strategic”	on	your	part?	Is	it	safe?	Is	it	lonely?	…examples?	

ü Soren	Kierkegaard	wrote:	Decision	is	the	awakening	to	the	eternal…	In	the	end,	the	
archenemy	of	decision	is	cowardice.	Cowardice	is	constantly	trying	to	break	off	the	good	
agreement	of	decision	with	eternity.	
• Is	cowardice	the	chief	enemy	of	decision?	If	so,	what	are	we	afraid	of?	
• Why	do	people	want	to	take	this	decision	from	you?	Why	do	you	want	to	let	them?	
• Why	did	God	arrange	things	this	way?	

	

	
ü I	don’t	have	to	worry	about	the	“me”	on	the	left,	because	he’s	been	crucified	with	Christ.	And	

I	don’t	have	to	worry	about	the	“me”	on	the	right,	because	he	is	Christ—I	mean	the	body	of	
Christ	and	the	life	of	Christ—that’s	shaped	like	“me.”	–	Caution	to	the	Wind	
• If	you	believed	this	in	the	sanctuary	of	your	own	heart,	how	would	it	change	the	way	

you	lived?	
• The	true	“me”	is	what	“God	does…	nothing	can	be	added	to	it,	nor	anything	taken	

from	it.	(Ecc.	3:14).”	So…what	can	I	do	with	it?		
• Who	can	judge	it?	To the one who conquers I will give some of the hidden manna, 

and I will give him a white stone, with a new name written on the stone that no 
one knows except the one who receives it. – Rev. 2:17	

ü 1st	Corinthians	4:2:	…It	is	required	of	stewards	that	they	be	found	faithful.	3	But	with	me	it	
is	a	very	small	thing	that	I	should	be	judged	by	you	or	by	any	human	court.	In	fact,	I	do	not	
even	judge	myself.	4	For	I	am	not	aware	of	anything	against	myself,	but	I	am	not	thereby	
acquitted.	It	is	the	Lord	who	judges	me.		
• If	the	Prince	of	Peace	is	the	King	on	the	throne	in	the	Sanctuary	of	your	own	heart,	

how	does	His	Judgment	give	you	peace?	



	
	
	
	
	
	
	


