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This is the seventh message from the book of Acts. We have looked at some pretty 
incredible things. We have read of how the Holy Spirit descended upon the Bride--the 
church--in Acts 2, baptizing and filling those believers with the Spirit of the Bride Groom 
in the presence of the Bridge Groom. And we have read about some pretty amazing 
manifestations: tongues, conversions, signs, wonders, shaking buildings and shaking 
people, a crippled beggar that walked, cowards that preached the gospel with boldness, 
and an incredible unity, joy and peace among the believers. And perhaps the most 
amazing manifestation to Luke was the fact that those believers, out of love and joy, 
chose to sell their possessions and share everything in common. All of that credited to the 
Holy Spirit. 
 
Chapter 4:31, After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And 
they were all filled with the Holy Spirit [again] and spoke the word of God, boldly. All 
the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of his possessions was 
his own, but they shared everything they had. With great power the apostles continued to 
testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus and much grace was upon them all. There 
were no needy persons among them. For from time to time those who owned lands or 
houses sold them, brought the money from the sales and put it at the apostles' feet, and it 
was distributed to anyone as he had need.  Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, whom the 
apostles called Barnabas (which means Son of Encouragement) [By the way, Romans 13 
says that encouragement is a gift of the Spirit], sold a field he owned and brought the 
money and put it at the apostles' feet. Now a man named Ananias, together with his wife 
Sapphira, also sold a piece of property. With his wife's full knowledge he kept back part 
of the money for himself, but brought the rest and put it at the apostles' feet. Then Peter 
said, "Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you have lied to the holy 
Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the money you received for the land? Didn't it 
belong to you before it was sold, wasn't the money at your disposal? What made you 
think of doing such a thing? You have not lied to men but to God." 
 
That's what Peter said, "Ananias, you lied to God. By lying to the church in which the 
Holy Spirit dwells, the real presence of the Spirit of God, you lied to God." At least that 
way, he lied to God. 
 
He also lied of God. Didn't he? For Ananias faked the manifestation of God and of His 
Spirit in order to look cool like Barnabas, in order to exalt himself by giving himself and 
yet at the same time still keeping himself. Give his land and still keep his land. So he 
fakes the Holy Spirit in the power of the flesh. Now the flesh in Scripture is the self. It's 
envy, jealousy, pride, selfish ambition. "Ananias, you lied to God," Peter says. ”When 
Ananias heard this, he fell down and died. And great fear seized all who heard what had 
happened. Then the young men came forward, wrapped up his body, and carried him out 
and buried him." 



 
Perhaps this is a good time to remind you of those pledge cards you filled out. 
Remember? Maybe not, maybe so. 
 
Verse 7, "About three hours later his wife came in, not knowing what had happened. 
Peter asked her, 'Tell me, is this the price you and Ananias got for the land?' 'Yes,' she 
said, 'that is the price.' Peter said to her, 'How could you agree to test the Spirit of the 
Lord? Look! The feet of the men who buried your husband are at the door, and they will 
carry you out also.' At that moment she fell down at his feet and died. Then the young 
men came in and, finding her dead, carried her out and buried her beside her husband. 
Great fear seized the whole church and all who heard about these events." 
 
Fear. "Stressed out." Fear . . . because of the Spirit of Peace. Sometimes to get to peace, 
maybe you have to fight a war. . . . Fear. Fear is used in different ways, though, in 
scripture. It means different things, it seems, in different places. There are different kinds 
of fear, but they were filled with fear. 
 
Last Sunday after the last service, I went out to my car and found this letter in an 
envelope on the passenger seat of my Mustang. This is it: 
 

Dear Peter, 
 
In your last two sermons, I can only tell you that I felt cheated, that you avoided or 
taught around the infilling of the Holy Spirit, like a parent who wouldn't tell a child 
about the miracle of sex. Example: two people in love go in a room and have sex and 
sometimes have a baby.. . . 
 
I feel like a child asking you (as I would a parent) - so Daddy, tell how sex made the 
baby and how does the Holy Spirit make men speak in tongues, become bold, and 
reveal deep things of God to us? Tell me the truth of the exchange or what happens 
between a man and a woman when they have sex? I'm old enough to know. Please 
Daddy, tell me the truth, the details, the secret, the mystery of sex or of the Holy 
Spirit's power, indwelling, freedom, enabling. I want to know all about God's love not 
just in general, safe theories but in specifics, the real stuff. 
 
I hope this makes sense. I feel like you are purposely skirting the subject--the purpose 
and power of the Holy Spirit, available today. It's great to know we've been chosen to 
receive "it"--but for those who live without it, the power and joy available from the 
experiencing the Holy Spirit in our hearts (not just in our minds) how do we receive 
it? "Like how do we have a baby Daddy? I'm old enough to know--I need to know or 
I'll never be a mature man/woman in Christ., 
 
So remind us of your Toronto experience, of the way the Holy Spirit reveals and 
manifests God's heart and love and healing and words of wisdom and joy and will and 
truth to us--the next level of penetration like sex. Thanks. Be bold, Peter. We love 
you. 



 
Then it is signed buy a wonderful friend of mine and member of this church, 3 a.m. 
Saturday Sunday morning. 
 
They are stressed out. And as I read this letter in the front of my car. I got stressed out 
too. Partly because I thought this letter probably represents an awful lot of people in our 
church that are stressed out, and also because I realized I had just preached in God's 
sovereign plan, and I thought this was probably according to God's sovereignty and that 
stresses me out too. And according to God's sovereign plan, I have to preach on Ananias 
and Sapphira next week, and that really stresses me out because I certainly do not want to 
misrepresent the Holy Spirit or the Holy Spirit's work in our midst. 
 
But every time I preach on the Holy Spirit, it is true that people seem to get kind of 
stressed out. I imagine part of that is because we are talking about an immense and 
incredible power, the power of the Holy Spirit. Not only that, in the words of very most 
famous forecaster of the wind, the Holy Spirit, he said to Nicodemus "You must be born 
of the wind." You must be born of the wind. You must be born again. Oh, by the way, we 
know not whence it cometh or whether it goeth. 
 
And such it is with those who are born of the wind. So if we are born of the wind, born 
again, it is going to be very hard for me, little old me, to forecast exactly how it is 
blowing in each and every person. 1,000 people or so are in our church at least. That is 
1,000 different interactions--same Spirit; 1,000 different interactions. Each one, though 
sacred and unique. 
 
You know I can describe the biology of sex. I learned in Jr. High in Health Ed. class. I 
can describe it, the mechanics. But you don't need to know exactly what my wife and I 
did a couple nights ago in the sanctuary of our bedroom, sacred. I could tell you. I could 
describe it, but you still wouldn't know in the biblical sense. My honeymoon was very 
different than Health Ed. class. You still wouldn't know. 
 
In other words, I cannot do and should not do--can't even try do--what only the Spirit of 
the Bridge Groom does. However, I can do this: one very simple thing--be honest. What 
Ananias and Sapphira would not do--be honest. 
 
Do you remember last week when Caiaphas and Anas, the high priests were questioning 
Peter and John in the temple, and they were stressed out over the manifestations of the 
Spirit, the crippled guy that was walking. Do you remember what Peter and John said to 
them? They said, "Well, we can't help but speak of what we have seen and what we have 
heard." 
 
Be honest. And so we speak of what we have seen. Now we don't walk by it. We walk by 
faith. But we are honest with what we've seen. So even though I can't answer all of our 
questions, I would just like to talk very plainly in hope that the Spirit of Truth, the Holy 
Spirit is the Spirit of truth, would blow a little wind on all of our fears and set us free. 
Where the Spirit of the Lord is there is freedom. 



 
So this isn't a normal sermon. We'll do that next week when we look at this passage. This 
is more like a heart to heart about us and about what we see, what I see, and what we 
confess by faith and learn through scripture. And why I think we're stressed out. 
 
(1) I imagine that some people are stressed out because they worry that other people 
might be faking manifestations of the Spirit. Well, I would imagine some are. In fact, 
Jesus said they would. Jesus said, "My church will be full of wheat and tares." But it is 
not your business to judge the tares, the fakers.  
 
Now the Holy Spirit revealed a remarkable thing to Peter. He revealed someone's heart to 
him who was faking this manifestation of the Holy Spirit; but that is God's business--
judging souls--not yours. Not quenching the Spirit is your business, so be careful. Not 
faking the Holy Spirit is their business and God's business, so tend to your own business. 
And Paul says be filled with the Spirit. 
 
Sometimes some of you, I think you are probably kind of stressed out because you want 
religion, but not Jesus. Religion you control, but the wind--the wind blows where it will. 
You search the scriptures, but you refuse to come to Him that you may have life. You do 
many might and wonderful works in His name; but you don't know him, haven't 
surrendered control to him. 
 
A few years ago, after I had come back from the Toronto conference, at the end of one of 
our worship services, I said, "Fill us, Holy Spirit. Come Holy Spirit and fill us." Then we 
were silent for 20 second. That's about all; just 20 seconds. That week a man came into 
my office furious. He had a huge pile of  papers, a computer printout. He had searched 
the scriptures. But I'm telling you it was terrible exegesis. It really was. He said to me, 
"You tell me. Last Sunday at the end, you expected something to happen, DIDN'T 
YOU?" I said, "Well, to be quite honest, I really didn't know exactly what to expect." He 
said, "Well, yeah, but you HOPED something would happen, didn't you? You hoped it, 
didn't you?" I said, "Umm, well, yeah." He said, "SEE!" And he left the church. Started 
his own church. Learned nothing would happen except for what he controlled. 
 
Now I really don't know all that was going on in that man's heart, so I can't say that for 
sure or whatever. I don't know the secrets of people's hearts, but I need to say this: I 
always hope something happens, that the spirit moves. And I believe the spirit does, but if 
you are stressed out because you want religion more than Jesus, I will try to stretch you 
more. In fact, I will try to scare the hell out of you. Because I mean this, on judgement 
day, you will stand before the throne and the question will be something like this, "Do I 
know you?" 
 
Some of you are stressed out not so much because you don't want something to happen, 
you are stressed out because you do want something to happen. You want a miraculous 
sign to happen. You want some kind of levitational force field or warm fuzzies or a 
cripple to jump up and scream. You want a sign, and to you I say be careful. Because 
Jesus said an evil and an adulterous generation seeks after us. Adulterous because they 



desire sex more than marriage. They want a thrill more than steadfast love, hesed, 
commitment, covenant. They want an experience more than a person. Some of you may 
even be trying to hold Jesus hostage, the Spirit hostage, saying stuff like this, "I'll love 
you. I'll put my faith in you if you just show me a sign. Do a trick!" 
 
This is what I'm telling you: the Spirit of Jesus is not your whore. And I mean that word--
turning tricks for an adulterous generation. 
 
I have had, honestly, a few--and I say a few--amazing encounters. I shouldn't even say 
encounters. Experiences, manifestations in the Spirit. However, they did not happen 
when I most earnestly sought them, like high school and college. I would pray so 
earnestly, "Oh, God, please, please just make a horn honk at the count of three and then I 
will have SO much faith. 1-2-3. Oh, gosh! Where are you?"  
 
No. Those experiences happened at times when it was more like this. I said, "Well, I give 
up. I give up on signs. I guess I will just believe in you anyway, by faith." 
 
Seek the Lord and not His signs. 
 
Some of you, I imagine, are stressed out and you really love Jesus. But all this Spirit talk 
stresses you out, all this "oooh" kind of stuff stresses you out. I think you are probably 
like the disciples in the gospel of John. Jesus said "I'm sending the Spirit," we read in the 
King James the Holy Ghost. Gasp! Ghost! Whew! What's that? Jesus says to his 
disciples, "The world can't receive the Spirit and neither sees Him or knows Him, but you 
know Him for He dwells with you and will be in you." 
 
The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Jesus. You know Him, disciple. In fact, you can't even say 
Jesus is Lord accept by the Spirit. You can't cry Abba Father, except by the Spirit. You 
can't confess that Jesus came in the flesh, except by the Spirit. You believe in your heart 
that God raised Him from the dead. You confess Him as Lord with your lips. Paul says 
you will be saved. You belong to Him. But then he also says this: "If you do not have 
Spirit of Christ, you don't belong to Him." What is all of that? Believer, you know Him. 
 
Although I might be trying to scare the hell out of some people that want to control Him, 
I'm trying to romance you to Him, to say "Look, you know Him. Surrender to Him, 
completely. He is good." Ask Him to fill you to overflowing. 
 
Now some of you are stressed because you envy someone else's experience or someone 
else's gifts. When I went to Toronto a few years ago for this pastor's experience [By the 
way, I don't know why all this stuff is happening in Toronto], anyway, My wife and I 
went to Toronto. I remember standing there the first night and my wife Susan said, "I 
don't want any of these people praying for me. I don't want any weirdos touching me, 
Peter." My, on the other hand, the adrenaline junkie, I was standing there thinking, 
"Come on, hit me. Do me. I want everything you've got. Just lay it on me." I'm seeking a 
sign. I'm seeking a miracle. I stood there like that . . . all week . . . nothing. I'm not 
kidding about this. You can ask my wife. Folks would walk by her and say something 



like, "God bless you, honey and she would shake it off. Then wake up telling me all these 
incredible, wonderful visions with a tear in her eye. I've got to tell you--I was jealous. I 
mean I was really jealous, and I was angry and insecure. And by the last day I was 
seriously planning on quitting the ministry. Why? Because Jesus wouldn't do any tricks 
for me, and I figured something was wrong with me. He didn't love me. I remember 
finally getting to this place where I said, "Well, I'm just going to love you anyway. I'm 
just going to believe in you." I prayed something like this, "God, I'm really jealous of my 
wife, but Jesus, if You want, You can bless her." 
 
The last day, something kind of strange had happened that afternoon. That night, after the 
program was over--I mean not even part of the official deal--I was praying with a little 
Roman Catholic lady. I said, "You know, I feel kind of funny." Susan had long since 
gone to bed or whatever. She said, "Well, let me pray for you," and so she started 
praying. I told you about this before, but I'm telling you again because she [the woman 
who wrote the letter to Peter]. To make a long story short, this started very gradually; but 
after a time, I felt like a million volts of electricity were shooting through my body and 
my hands were frozen in the air. I could not move them. And I was absolutely nailed to 
the floor. And because such incredible things were happening to the outside of me, I 
remember thinking, "I better pay attention to what's happening inside of me." This is the 
amazing thing. It started so gradually, these things: joy, thanksgiving, praise. You see, 
things that I knew. But now it was like the very same Jesus that I loved in the flannel 
graph at First Presbyterian Church in Littleton, the very same Guy was just cranking up 
the volume. Same tune, cranking up the volume. And things that I knew as if in part I was 
knowing more fully now. And I tasted--I saw--this is what I saw for a moment. I saw 
basically what I have preached on the last two weeks. And that was that Jesus is Lord. 
And He is everywhere. And He is all over the place working. And he works through His 
people, His church. And this is what I saw: He really loves me! And I know Him. And it 
was like I saw it, not faith, but saw it. And at one point, I screamed this, "He called me a 
dork!" I have since read that dork is a bad word in some circles. I didn't know that at the 
time. The people there said, "Oh, now. He wouldn't do that." But you see the Lord speaks 
to each one of us in ways that we understand. I'm serious about that, and I understood 
what He meant. I heard these words--I don't want that word pinned that Jesus necessarily 
said it, but He spoke to me in impressions as if He was saying this--And it was loud and 
clear, "Peter, would you stop being such a dork. Would you stop doubting my love for 
you. My call upon you. My purposes in you. My work in you. Peter, I called you. I own 
you. I bought you. And you know me." Did you get His point? 
 
At the committee meeting this last Tuesday night, my friend who wrote the letter came up 
to me and said, "I'm sorry, but last Saturday night when we had the prayer time down 
front, the way some people were praying, I felt intimidated by their prayer life." Peter, 
stop being intimidated by my story of grace on other people's lives. 
 
Some of you are stressing because you don't believe what scripture says of you. Some of 
you are stressing because you think the wind must always blow the same way and make 
the exact same story in each child of God. Some of you are stressing because you baptize 
your own experience or someone else's experience. 



 
At the turn of the century at Bethel College and then in 1906 at the Azusa Street Mission, 
people--Christians-- in the Holiness Movement, some of them began speaking in tongues. 
That was their experience. They became known as pentecostals, and they began saying 
that you must speak in tongues if you have the baptism of the Holy Spirit. That speaking 
in tongues is the sign of the baptism of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Well, about the very same time, a guy named Cyrus Scofield was writing a Bible known 
as the Scofield Reference Bible, and developed a theology known as the 
dispensationalism (taught at Dallas Seminary). He didn't speak in tongues. That was his 
experience, and what he argued in his theology was that we are in a dispensation where 
you can't speak in tongues. 
 
So you have one group saying you must speak in tongues, and one group saying can't 
speak in tongues. And neither of them taking scripture very seriously. For Paul seems 
incredibly clear to me when he writes, "We are all baptized by one Spirit into one body." 
Well, who is all? Read 1 Corinthians 12. It is every part, every member of the varied and 
wonderful body of Christ. Many parts. One body. Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are 
all teachers? Do all work miracles? Do all speak in tongues?" You see the strength of the 
body is that the parts are different, and yet they are united in one spirit in the bond of 
peace. And yet this is a tragedy: around the world the body is divided between people 
who on one hand say you have to speak in tongues and people on the other hand who say 
you can't speak in tongues. And Paul says that is the least of the gifts. How hard it is for 
God to give His children good gifts. Because they fight over them. 
 
There are people that say this about me because I do speak in tongues. They say, "You 
are flirting with the devil." There are other people that say, "Well because you speak in 
tongues you are baptized in the Holy Spirit." Well this is what I believe: I believe I am 
baptized in the Holy spirit because God, before the foundation of the world, chose me 
and saved me. I believe I am baptized in the Spirit because I repented and I was baptized 
in the name of Jesus and received the Spirit. Peter preached that in Acts 2: "Repent and 
be baptized in the name of Jesus and you will receive the Holy Spirit," he says. It's a 
promise. 
 
Now I do believe this: I may experience my baptism at later times--like my baptism in 
water, experience it throughout my life. It is lived out. I may experience my baptism at 
different times, and so I believe there is a second blessing. And a third blessing. And a 
fourth blessing. And a 39th blessing, but not a 40th. No [just kidding]. I believe there are 
blessings upon blessings. And no matter how much you have been blessed by the Holy 
Spirit, you still haven't arrived. There is always more. And you still see through a glass 
dimly as long as you live in this fallen world. 
 
I remember laying on the floor in Toronto. I'm just filled with joy, thanksgiving, just the 
most incredible feelings. It really felt like my arms were about to break. Electricity 
shooting through my body, and I remember thinking this: I'm only at the edge. God, if 
you reveal anymore of your glory to me, it will kill me. And I would have been okay with 



it. Maybe that is what Ananias and Sapphira felt as they died. I don't know. But I do 
know this. For us, in this world, there is always more. 
 
By the way, I speak in tongues because when I was a kid, my friend Ricky said to me one 
day, "Hey, Pete, do you want to speak in tongues?" I said, "Yeah, that would be cool," 
something like that. So we went' up to his room at his house and knelt by the side of his 
bed and he said something like, "Jesus, would you give that gift of tongues to my friend 
Peter?" And I just started speaking that way. I don't know. 
 
At the same time, my mother and my father were earnestly desiring the gifts of tongues. 
It was during the charismatic renewal. I remember my mom upstairs in the master 
bedroom sitting on the white wicker chair trying to get words out. Practicing. "She-
bought-a-Honda. She-bought-a-Honda. She-bought-a-Honda." "Economy-
condominium." She didn't actually say that. But I will tell you this, my mom knows Jesus 
and my dad knows Jesus. Neither one of them speak in tongues. My mom has had some 
amazing visions. My dad hasn't. Some of you do speak in tongues. You speak in the 
tongues of men and of angels. Some of you have seen visions. Some of you have had 
miraculous signs. Some of you have amazing gifts, by the power of the Holy spirit. Well 
you praise God for those gifts. But this is what I say to you: Stay humble. 
 
Do you remember what Paul wrote about in 2 Corinthians 12? He wrote about a time 
when he was caught up and he won't use his name. He says, "I know a man in Christ who 
was caught up into the third heavens and saw such wonders he can't even speak of them." 
But he won't use his name. Why? Because he says, "If I must boast, I will boast of my 
weaknesses to show that the transcendent power belongs to Christ. I have this thorn in the 
flesh. I asked God three times to take it away. Three times He said, 'My grace is 
sufficient for way. My power is made perfect in weakness.'" 
 
In 1 Corinthians 12, Paul talks about the gifts of the Spirit, incredible wonders of the 
Spirit. He gets to the end of chapter 12 and says in imperative tense, "Earnestly desire the 
greater gifts. And now I will show you a still more excellent way. If I speak in the 
tongues of men and angels but have not love, I am a noisy gong. If I understand all 
wisdom and knowledge and prophecy, if I deliver my body to be burned but I don't have 
love, I am nothing. Nothing." 
 
Now I need to say to most all of you--everybody listen to this--I think all of us are 
stressed out because we have vastly, vastly underestimated the work of Holy Spirit, and 
we need to give credit to where credit is do. 
 
Pop quiz. Who gets credit for the gift of tongues in pentecostal churches? The Spirit of 
Jesus. Who gets credit for the great preaching of dispensational pastors like Chuck 
Swindoll and Ray Stedman and all the other people who have come to a saving 
knowledge of Christ through their sermons? The Spirit of Jesus. Who gets credit for 
miracles that come through the hands of people like Benny Hinn? The Spirit of Jesus. 
Who gets credit for the great theology written in prison cells and Nazi Germany by guys 
like Diedrich Bonhoeffer? The Spirit of Jesus. Who gets credit for the hot soup handed to 



lepers on the streets of Calcutta by Catholic nuns? The Spirit of Jesus. Who gets credit 
for my love for Jesus that I got through that flannel graph at First Presbyterian Church? 
The Spirit of Jesus. Who gets credit for the prayers of praise spoken by people like 
Sundar in the midst of suffering? The Spirit of Jesus. Who gets credit for your salvation? 
The Spirit of Jesus. Who gets credit for volunteering to babysit my children time and time 
again, for dropping off bags of clothes on my front step for my wife, for buying my 
children toys upon toys when they are already spoiled? Who gets credit for such 
incredible generosity--we're talking generosity that I believe is more impressive than any 
other, if not all other, people in our church? I've got plenty of money, but who gets credit 
for the $50 that was placed in an envelope that looked just like the envelope this letter 
came in, and was slipped through my window about four Sunday's back and I picked it up 
on the passenger seat of my car. Who gets credit for such incredible generosity, such 
kindness, such a spirit of help? The Spirit of Jesus, who I firmly believe lives inside of 
my friend who wrote me the letter that said, "I don't have it." 
 
How do you know it? Jesus told us. You are to judge a tree by its fruit, and the fruit of the 
Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness, faithfulness, self-
control. Against these things there is no law, and if they are real, Satan can't fake those 
things. He is sterile. The Spirit gets credit. 
 
Do you remember when Jesus was baptized. He is our model, isn't he. When Jesus was 
baptized in the Jordan, do you remember what happened at that moment? The heavens 
opened up and a dove descended, the Spirit descended upon Him. He was baptized in the 
Spirit. The Bible says in Luke and the other gospels, "Immediately the Holy Spirit drove 
Him into the wilderness--forty days and forty nights--to be tempted by the devil. Can you 
picture Him there starving? No wonders. No signs. No miracles. Hungry. Alone. In a 
bitter battle with the prince of darkness. Did He have the Spirit there? Would you have 
been able to see the fruit, faithfulness? Did Jesus mean it when He said to Thomas, 
"Blessed are those who have not seen and yet they believe."? Maybe Jesus is most 
glorified and most honored by trees that bear fruit in the wilderness because they are 
filled with the Spirit not by sight, but by faith. 
 
And so I say to my friend, "Excuse me, but if I am any kind of fruit inspector at all, 
you've got it. But listen closely. There is always more of it." 
 
So back to the question. How do we get filled with it. Well, I believe we talk about that 
every Sunday. Consciously, I'm not holding anything back. It is by being empty of self, 
flesh, so there is room for the Spirit. It is by obedience, aligning ourselves with what the 
Lord is doing. It is through waiting. It is through seeking. Yet, even all that stuff, you 
read scripture close and you ask, "Who gets credit for you seeking the Holy Spirit?" The 
Spirit. So when you get down to the bottom line, I think it is pretty much summed up by 
this. If you want to get filled, the way you get filled is this: you ask.  
 
In the gospel of Luke, before Acts, Jesus says this, "If you, then, who are evil know how 
to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in Heaven give the 



Holy Spirit to those who ask?" Let's believe the Word. Stop telling the Holy Spirit what 
He can do and what He can't do, and Ask. 
 
And So Father, we come to you, the Creator, we come to you in the name of Jesus. Lord, 
asking for your forgiveness and for your grace. If there is anybody here who has never 
done that, you can do that right now. You just say, "I need Your forgiveness, Jesus. I 
need you to save me." And then do this. Let's do it all together. Send your Spirit and fill 
me. If you haven't been baptized, you need to be baptized. That is the outward confession 
of an appeal to God for a clear conscience. But ask for the Spirit, and the Father gives the 
Spirit. Thank you. We love you, Lord. May we ask, Lord Jesus, and keep asking, but 
Lord, never doubt that You love us. And Lord God, now as we come to this table, keep 
filling us. In Jesus name. 
 
One more way Jesus mentioned. This is a great way to ask. In John 6, He said, "If you eat 
my flesh and drink my blood, you abide in Me and I abide in you." Peter has told us in 
Acts that Jesus is at the right hand of the Father. How is He going to abide in us? The 
Spirit of Jesus. 
 
So on the night that He was betrayed, Jesus took the bread and He broke it. And He said, 
"This is my body given for you. Do this in remembrance of me." In the same way, He 
took the cup, and He said, "This is the cup of the new covenant in my blood, shed for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this in remembrance of me." You know what Paul said. He said, 
"Don't do this in a dishonorable way." Why? Because if you do, it could kill you. And He 
meant it. What does the Lord ask from you? Honesty. That you would be honest with 
your sins. That you would be honest with His grace, and that you would invite Him to fill 
you. Come to the table doing that. In Jesus' name. 
 
Look at this. He really loves you. Let's worship Him. 
 

Disclaimer: This document is a draft and has not been edited by the author. Therefore, there may 
be discrepancies. Some discrepancies may be minor; some may have to do with theology. When 
in doubt, please refer to the audio version of the sermon on this website and don’t be shy about 
informing us of errors. 
 


