Group Discussion:

I Should You Not
1.

Have you ever flunked a test? Share your name and, if you dare, the worst that you’ve
ever flunked a test—any test: academic tests, athletic tests, urine tests.
• People say that life is a test—do you ever worry about flunking?
• And if life is a test, what do you suppose is being tested?
• Why and by whom?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The term, “free will” is hard to find in the Bible, but the Church has spent hundreds of years
arguing about it. Among Protestants, these arguing folks have been referred to as
“Arminians” and “Calvinists.”
Arminians argue that God gave each of us “free-will.” And this is why there is evil in the
world and this is why God will have to torture some people endlessly… Most in this camp
would argue that life is like a test to find out who has chosen the good (they call this faith)
and who has chosen the evil (they call this sin). God tortures some people endlessly to
honor the “free-will” that he gave them.
Calvinists argue that God only gives some “free-will.” And this is why there is evil in the
world and God will have to torture some people endlessly… Most in this camp would argue
that life is a test to reveal which people are the elect (elect to have faith) and which people
are condemned (elect to not have faith). God tortures some people endlessly to show how
gracious He is to those that He doesn’t torture endlessly (which they call “justice”)
Both Calvinists and Arminians would argue, what Scripture teaches, that we’re saved by
“grace through faith.” Arminians would argue that faith obtains God’s grace. And Calvinists
would argue that God’s grace grants faith . . . to some.
Arminians have a difficult time explaining how a person’s choice to not be saved, could be
stronger than God’s choice to save . . . Or how we could be saved by our choice, when
Scripture claims that we’re saved by God’s grace. They also have a hard time explaining why
a God, who obviously knows the future, would create beings that He knows will reject Him
and He will then subject to endless torture.
Calvinists have a difficult time explaining how creating some people for endless torture
brings glory to God or fills others with endless bliss. Creating people to endlessly torture
seems a bit unloving.
Arminians tend to believe that God is testing and judging us to find out who has faith.
Calvinists tend to believe that God is testing and judging us to exhibit his grace and create
faith in grace . . . in some.
Many Calvinists believe God is all-powerful, but not actually all-love.
Many Arminians believe God is all-love, but not actually all-powerful.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Well, The Bible does talk quite a bit about being tested and judged.
And even if the Bible doesn’t really use the word “free-will,” it must contain the concept.

SO,
2. Why does God test us and judge us? What do you think?
•
•
•
•

Why did your 7th grade science teacher test you?
Why do most people in this world test other people?
Does God need to find out something about us that he doesn’t already know?
Why would a mom or dad test their children . . . a good mom or dad, that is?

For you, O God, have tested us; you have tried us as silver is tried. - Psalm 66:10
I said in my heart with regard to the children of man that God is testing them that they may see that
they themselves are but beasts. - Ecclesiastes 3:18
For when your judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the world learn righteousness.
– Isaiah 26:9
Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though
something strange were happening to you. But rejoice insofar as you share Christ’s sufferings, that
you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. - 1 Peter 4:12-14

3. What do we mean by “free will?”
•
•
•
•

•

•

•

•

Do we mean that a person could choose Coke or Pepsi?
- If so, does a cow have free will?
Do we mean a will that can choose anything at all?
- If so, is insanity freedom?
Do we mean a will that can choose anything at all and get it?
- If so, has anyone ever been free . . . Are dictators free?
Do we mean a will that can choose the good?
- If so, one would have to know the good to be free. How do you get “knowledge of good . . .
and evil?”
Do we mean a will that can choose the good, and does choose the good, because it thinks it
should choose the good?
- If you must make yourself choose the good, don’t you use the good to get the not-good?
Do we mean a will that can choose the good and will choose the good, because it knows the
good, and desires the good?
- If so, an awful lot of people that have made free choices have lived like slaves and died in
prisons and on crosses.
Do we mean a will that can choose the good, and will choose the good, because it knows the
good, and desires the good, and will get the good?
- If so, that will would be in heaven.
How could everybody get to the same heaven?

3. The Bible really doesn’t use the word “free-will,” at least not the way we do. And yet,
Biblical authors surely understood the concept. Can you think of some Biblical words that
would describe a choice for the good made in freedom? What is the Biblical word or
words for a good free choice?
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4.

Jesus said, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul
and with all your mind. This is the great and first commandment. And a second is like it:
You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments depend all the Law
and the Prophets.” –Matthew 22:37-40

Do you think we’ll be tested on this? Why?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

I Should You Not

I can’t should myself into love, because Love is free and every “should” is a constraint.
Love is unconstrained. But Love constrains all things. God is love. And real love is God.
“The Love of Christ constrains us,” writes Paul, and “for freedom Christ has set us free.”

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5.

If Faith, Hope and Love are good free choices, how do we get them?
Are we born with them? Do we create them? Or do they create us?
How do these verses inform your answer?

But the Scripture imprisoned everything under sin, so that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ [literally:
“faith of Jesus Christ”] might be given to those who believe. Now before faith came, we were held captive
under the law, imprisoned until the coming faith would be revealed. So then, the law was our guardian
until Christ came, in order that we might be justified by faith. – Galatians 3:23-24
To them God chose to make known how great among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this
mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. – Colossians 1:27
Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and knows
God. Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love… God is love, and whoever abides
in love abides in God, and God abides in him. – 1 John 4:7-8, 16

6.

If Faith, Hope and Love, are created in us . . . If, in fact, any good free choice in us, is a
choice created in us by God, how is it created? What does the process look like?

7.

Why is there a test? Why are we judged?

My Father was born in 1919 and attended a one-room schoolhouse. I was born in 1961 and went to a
high school with 2000 students. When I would get stressed over upcoming tests, my father would
say, “I’m so sorry Peter. It was so different for me. We were never tested to see if we were better or
worst than anyone else. We were tested to see if we’d learned the material. If one student learned the
material and the other didn’t, that one student would help the other until we all learned our lesson.
Leaving someone behind was never an option.”
The picture on the next page is the whole of my father’s school. Half of the people in the picture are
my aunts and uncles. My dad is 3rd from left in the back row (notice the family forehead?).
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Imagine that you’re in a school and everyone you meet is your father’s son or daughter.
You’re in a school and the lesson is Love. And you will all be tested on your lesson, until you
learn the lesson.
• How might that knowledge change the way you studied?
• How might that knowledge change the way you viewed your neighbor?
• Who, or what, would be your adversary? And what would be salvation?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
ü
ü
ü

Many Calvinists believe that God is All Powerful, but not really All Love, and so some people
will be tortured in “Hell” forever without end.
Many Arminians believe that God is All Love, but not really All Powerful, and so some people
will be tortured in “Hell” forever without end.
Many of us believe that God is All Powerful and All Love, and so all people have been
enrolled in His School of Love. Even “Hell” is part of the school. But Jesus is the Beginning
and the End of the lesson. He is the lesson, in flesh—even our flesh.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Some thoughts that have helped me think about “free-will:”
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

God is Love. God is Free. God is Good. God is all-powerful. God has or God is “Free will.”
God’s Word is the expression of, or is, God’s Will. God’s Word became flesh in Jesus of Nazareth.
God’s Will is also creation. God speaks creation into existence. God is still speaking creation into
existence in us, and all around us.
Evil is the absence of God’s will. To will evil is to will desecration, that is, un-creation, darkness,
death and bondage.
God wills that we would encounter that which he does not will—evil, the void, which is the
absence of his manifest presence.
God wills that we would encounter that which he does not will, that we might freely will his will.
Our will is not free until we will what God wills. God’s will is a “symphony” of wills in harmony
with each other and himself through His Logos, His Will. This is what we commonly call Heaven.
As long as we will what God does not will, we create a false self and trap our selves in “outer
darkness where men weep and gnash their teeth.” This is Hades or “Hell.”
When God’s Will encounters our will, we are judged.
When our will surrenders to God’s Will, we are saved.
We are all predestined for “Free Will.” We are the image of God.
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