Apocalypse Now
The Prince, the Dragon,
and the Bride
Revelation 12-22

-Book 3 of 3-

www.relentless-love.org
The Sanctuary Denver
3101 W 31st Ave
Denver, CO 80211
©2003 Peter Hiett

Contents

In Anguish for Delivery
Can Jesus Be Born Again? (Revelation 12:1-6, 13-17)

4

The Dragon
And the Dragon Slayer (Revelation 12)

22

Politics and Religion
7KH'UDJRQ·V7ZR%HDVWV (Revelation 13-14:1)

42

Revelation on TV
And the Bride Sings of Home (Revelation 14:1-13a)

63

The Fruitful Singing Bride
And the Not-So-Grim Reaper (Revelation 14:13-20)

88

The Gospel of Wrath
,W·V3HUIHFW (Revelation 15)

111

When Fear Turns Into Faith
And What the Prince Is After (Revelation 16)

132

7KH+DUORW:DVKHGLQWKH3ULQFH·V%ORRG
How to Make a Bride (Revelation 17)

153

Loving the Bride
Leaving the Harlot (Revelation 18-19:8)

172

2

The Prince Rides His War Horse
And You Feel Like a Little Ass Talking About Jesus
(Revelation 19)

194

The Millennial Reign
The Princess Is No Victim (Revelation 20:1-10)

212

The Dragon Is a Legalist
Dying by the Law and Living by Grace
(Revelation 20:11-15)

231

The Bride Goes Home
And Everything Old Is New (Revelation 21:1-14)

259

Feeling Sexy
&UXVKLQJWKH6HUSHQW·V+HDG (Revelation 21:9-22:5)

278

Come, Lord Jesus!
Drink Till Drunk . . . by God (Revelation 22)

298

3

In Anguish for Delivery
Can Jesus Be Born Again?
(Revelation 12:1-6, 13-17)
,KDGDUHDOO\KDUGZHHN,FDQ·WWHOO\RXDOOWKHWKLQJV
WKDW KDSSHQHG LQ P\ ZHHN EXW ,·P really exhausted. So what
,·GOLNHWRGRLVIRUXVWRSUD\DOLWWOHZKLOHDQGWKHQZH·UH
going to end early.
, NQRZ ZKDW VRPH RI \RX DUH WKLQNLQJ ´:HOO \RX
RXJKW WR SUHDFK DQ\ZD\ :H DOO KDG KDUG ZHHNVµ ,I WKDW·V
\RX , ZDQW WR VD\ WR \RX \RX GRQ·W XQGHUVWDQG <RXGRQ·W
know<RX·UHQRWPH
<RX GRQ·W NQRZ ZKDW LW·V OLNH WR EH D SDVWRU RI D
large church with crises and confidences you have to keep.
<RXGRQ·WNQRZZKDWLWLVWREHDERVVWRDEXQFKRISHRSOH
LQWKLV&KULVWLDQILVKERZODQG\RX·UHVXSSRVHGWRKROGWKHP
accountable and be liked by everybody at the same time.
<RX GRQ·W NQRZ ZKDW LW·V OLNH WR SUHDFK ZHHN DIWHU
week for nine years, to feel as if you get up and bleed on
people, spill your heart, and then they criticize and step on
it. Then next week you have to go right back, sit in your
office, and wonder what God wants to say to everybody . . .
D ´IUHVK ZRUGµ IURP *RG <RX VWDUH DW VRPH WH[W WKDW LV
utterly confusing, and if you kind of understand it, then you
have to serve it up simple to everybody.
You GRQ·W NQRZ ,W·V D ORQHO\ SODFH ,·P H[KDXVWHG
tired, frustrated . . . accountable to God and to you and to a
Session and to a wife and to four little kids . . . sometimes I
sit there in my office in absolute anguish.
The two pastors at the churches where I was before
this one both ran from that anguish into a string of illicit
affairs. My old friend, who I knew from high school and
who was a pastor in Missouri, ran from that anguish by
sitting in his garage and asphyxiating himself, leaving his
wife and kids behind.
4

So who are you to tell me what I should do? You
GRQ·WNQRZ<RX·UHQRWPH
I imagine some of you are worried about me right
now. Some of you are probably mad at me. You say this:
7KDW·V JUHDW %XW SUHDFKHU \RX·UH QRW PH
,·P KHUH <RX GRQ·W NQRZ ZKDW LW LV WR EH
PH<RXGRQ·WXQGHUVWDQG<RXGRQ·WNQRZ
what it is to be diagnosed with cancer and be
JLYHQDIHZPRQWKVWROLYH<RXGRQ·WNQRZ
what it is to be married to my spouse.
<RX GRQ·W NQRZ ZKDW LW LV WR OLYH
with the anguish I have from my past, but
,·P VWLOO KHUH <RX GRQ·W NQRZ ZKDW LW LV WR
OLYHZLWKFKURQLFIDWLJXHDQGSDLQ<RXGRQ·W
NQRZ PH <RX·UH QRW PH <RX GRQ·W
understand. Nobody understands . . . God
GRHVQ·WXQGHUVWDQG
He GRHVQ·WNQRZZKDWLW·VOLNHWREH
me, to be poor and oppressed, to be born
into filth and live in an oppressed country, to
be rejected and denied and reviled by church
and by friends and by family, to lose your
own father and to feel sometimes like the
weight of the world³the sin and shame³is
heaped on your back, to feel forsaken by
God! How would God know what it is to be
IRUVDNHQ E\ *RG WR IHHO OLNH \RX·YH EHHQ
stripped and beaten and nailed to the wall
naked ³ crucified!?
Wait a minute. Maybe He does.

5

Sydney Carter wrote a poem that goes like this:
But God is up in heaven
$QGKHGRHVQ·WGRDWKLQJ
With a million angels watching,
And they never move a wing. . . .
,W·V*RGWKH\RXJKWWRFUXFLI\
Instead of you and me,
I said to this Carpenter
A-hanging on the tree.
And now I had better stop for a minute;; some of
\RX PD\ VWLOO EH ZRUULHG DERXW PH ,·P fine 'RQ·W EH
ZRUULHG6RPHRI\RXPD\VWLOOEHPDG'RQ·WEH,·PVRUU\
$QGVRPHRI\RXUHDOL]HWKDW,·PO\LQJDERXWQRWSUHDFKLQJ
for, in fact, I am.
So far in the Revelation, we have seen incredible
anguish. For the last eight chapters, anguish$QGLW·VDOOEHHQ
a part of opening this incredible scroll in order to deliver its
Word. And now the scroll is open.
REVELATION 12:1-6: And a great portent [a
sign] appeared in heaven, a woman clothed with the
sun, with the moon under her feet, and on her head a
crown of twelve stars;; she was with child and she
cried out in her pangs of birth, in anguish for
delivery. And another portent appeared in heaven;;
behold, a great red dragon, with seven heads and ten
horns, and seven diadems upon his heads. His tail
swept down a third of the stars of heaven, and cast
them to the earth. And the dragon stood before the
woman who was about to bear a child, that he might
devour her child when she brought it forth;; she
brought forth a male child, one who is to rule all the
nations with a rod of iron, but her child was caught
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up to God and to his throne, and the woman fled
into the wilderness, where she has a place prepared by
God, in which to be nourished for one thousand two
hundred and sixty days.
(In verses 7-12 there is a great war in the heavenlies, and
Satan is cast down.)
REVELATION 12:13-17: And when the dragon
saw that he had been thrown down to the earth, he
pursued the woman who had borne the male child.
But the woman was given the two wings of the great
eagle that she might fly from the serpent into the
wilderness, to the place where she is to be nourished
for a time, and times, and half a time. The serpent
poured water like a river out of his mouth after the
woman, to sweep her away with the flood. But the
earth came to the help of the woman, and the earth
opened its mouth and swallowed the river which the
dragon had poured from his mouth. Then the dragon
was angry with the woman, and went off to make
war on the rest of her offspring, on those who keep
the commandments of God and bear testimony to
Jesus. And the dragon stood on the sand of the sea.

So the scroll is opened, with all heaven and creation
ZRQGHULQJZKDW·VLQLWDQGDZRPDQGHOLYHUVDEDE\$OPRVW
all Bible teachers are unanimous on the identity of that baby.
,W·VWKH:RUGRI*RG-HVXV%XWZKRLVWKLVwoman? 7KDW·V
the confusing part.
&DWKROLF WKHRORJLDQV KDYH DUJXHG WKDW VKH·V 0DU\
%XWVKH·VNLQGRIlarge for Mary.
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Some argue that the woman is Eve, and that makes
VRPHVHQVH,I\RX·OOUHPHPEHUORQJDJR(YHKDGDUXQ-in
with the Dragon in the garden. He tempted her, she fell,
along with Adam;; God shows up, curses the dragon, and
FDVWVLWWRWKHHDUWKVD\LQJ´<RXZLOOFUDZRQ\RXUEHOO\DOO
WKHGD\VRI\RXUOLIHµ
7KHQ +H VD\V ´, ZLOO SXW HQPLW\ EHWZHHQ \RX DQG
the woman, and between your seed, Dragon, and hers. And
he [her seed] will crush your head, and you will crush his
KHHOµ 7KHQ *RG VDLG WR (YH ´, ZLOO JUHDWO\ PXOWLSO\ \RXU
SDLQ LQ FKLOGELUWKµ Anguish ´7KH VHHG ZLOO VDYH \RX (YH
DQG\RXZLOOJLYHELUWKWRWKHVHHGLQDQJXLVKµ *HQHVLV 
,W·VSUHWW\FOHDUWKDW-HVXVis that promised seed. But
WHFKQLFDOO\(YHGLGQ·WJLYHELUWKWR-HVXVH[FHSWWKURXJKD
long line³a genealogy³a lineage³a bunch of other
mothers. So some people have argued that that woman is
that genealogy, or that the woman is Israel.
7KH ZRPDQ LV FORWKHG ZLWK WKH ´VXQ PRRQ DQG
VWDUVµ-RVHSKKDGDGUHDPRIKLVIDPLO\LQZKLFKWKH\ZHUH
´VXQPRRQDQGVWDUVµ6RLWVHHPVWKHZRPDQPXVWat least
be Israel, and at least Eve, and at least Mary, and somehow
that genealogy from Eve to Mary.
By the way, that genealogy makes for some rather
VRUGLGDQFHVWRUVDQGPRWKHUVLQ-HVXV·SDVW,WVWDUWVRIIZLWK
Eve, the mother of all sinners, the original sinner. Then
$EUDKDPSLPSHGKLVZLIH'DYLG-HVXV·JUHDW²great²great²
JUDQGIDWKHU PXUGHUHG WKH KXVEDQG RI -HVXV· JUHDW²great²
great²grandmother Bathsheba, so he could have sex with
her.
7KHQ WKHUH·V D KRVW RI OHVVHU-known sinners like
Rahab, the Gentile harlot. (Jesus had quite a bit of Gentile
blood, it seems.) Jesus was of the house of Judah, but that
was only because his great²great²great²great²grandmother
Tamar disguised herself as a hooker and got her father-inlaw Judah to have sex with her.
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,W·V TXLWH D OLQHDJH $QG MXVW OLNH WKH VWDEOH ZKHUH
-HVXVZDVERUQ-HVXVGRHVQ·WVHHPDOOWKDWFRQFHUQHGDERXW
hiding the mess.
3KLOLS <DQFH\ ZURWH LQ RQH RI KLV ERRNV ´7KHVH
shady ancestors show that Jesus entered human history in
the raw, a willing descendant of its shame. In contrast,
+HURG WKH *UHDW UHLJQLQJ NLQJ DW -HVXV· ELUWK KDG KLV
JHQHDORJLFDOUHFRUGVGHVWUR\HGRXWRIYDQLW\µ
Just think of it: The promised seed from God
Himself implanted in poor, teen-age peasant flesh from that
lineage;; then born in desperation and confusion in a stinking
barn in an occupied and oppressed country. That must have
been incredible anguish!
So maybe He does NQRZ ZKDW LW·V OLNH 0D\EH +H
really did empty Himself and take the form of a slave.
Maybe He really is born of the woman in anguish. Maybe
He really did wrap Himself in flesh like mine, had gas and
heartburn, and smelled like gym socks after a long hike. And
when He was tired, maybe He was tempted to sleep with
Mary Magdalene, get drunk on that new wine, and go to bed
and stay in bed and never preach! Maybe He was tempted
OLNH WKDW RU GR \RX QRW EHOLHYH WKDW +H ZDV ´WHPSWHG LQ
HYHU\ZD\DVZHDUH\HWZLWKRXWVLQµ"
Some would argue, then, that the woman in
Revelation 12 is Israel, or the genealogy of Jesus. Yet after
the child is taken up into heaven, this woman has more kids.
These children bear testimony to Jesus, and that hardly
sounds like Israel, at least the Israel we normally think of.
Yet you must remember that Paul and John taught that
we³the Church³ are Israel.
%XWZHDUH-HVXV·EURWKHUVDQGVLVWHUVULJKW"QRW
PRWKHU-HVXVVDLG´:KRHYHUGRHVWKHZLOORIP\)DWKHULQ
KHDYHQ LV P\ EURWKHU DQG VLVWHU DQG PRWKHUµ 0DWWKHZ
12:50). Believers, you are &KULVW·V EURWKHUV DQG VLVWHUV DQG
that means you have the same father as Jesus. But that also
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means you have the same mother as Jesus, and you are that
mother! (Sounds like the ultimate, red-neck family tree,
GRHVQ·WLW"³ no branches.)
%XWWKDW·VZKDW-HVXVVDLG´:KRHYHUGRHVWKHZLOORI
P\)DWKHULVP\PRWKHUµ+HWROGXVZKR+LVPRWKHU
ZDV6RWKHQWKHZRPDQPXVWEH*RG·VSHRSOHWKURXJKRXW
time . . . whoever does the will of the Father throughout
time.
Jesus was born in His flesh, in space and time, in
Bethlehem of Judea, to Mary the virgin. Yet in Revelation
 LW VHHPV WR UHIHU WR PRUH WKDQ VLPSO\ -HVXV· ELUWK WR
Mary in Bethlehem . . . and to more than His life in
Palestine . . . and to more than His ascension in Acts 1. (In
YHUVHILYH+HLVFDXJKWXSWRWKHWKURQHDQGLWGRHVQ·WHYHQ
mention the cross.)
In what way could Jesus be born and live and ascend
more than once in Bethlehem and Palestine? How is it that
Paul could write that He was tempted in every way as I am
DQG\RXDUH"+H·VQHYHUEHHQUDSHGDVDZRPDQ+H·VQHYHU
had to moderate a Session meeting during a budget crisis!
And how is it that I could be His mother? How could I be
that woman in Revelation 12?
The seven churches in Asia Minor were next door to
the province of Galatia. So these churches that received the
Revelation probably had Galatians as well as Ephesians and
&RORVVLDQV,Q*DODWLDQV3DXOZULWHV´,WLVQRORQJHU,ZKR
OLYHEXW&KULVWZKROLYHVLQPHµ
Well, how did He get there? Paul goes on to tell the
Galatians that he³Paul³is in travail³birth pangs³with
WKHP´XQWLO&KULVWEHIRUPHGLQWKHPµ/LNH-HVXVVDLG+LV
followers are His mother . . . which seems to mean Jesus is
born of you all somehow, impregnated with the seed
´VSHUPDµ LQ *UHHN RI*RGWKH)DWKHU:RUGRI*RGWKH
Father. Jesus born of you as mother, and born in you,
formed in you, the Bethlehem of your heart.
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7KDW VHHPV ZHLUG \HW LW·V ZKDW ZH VLQJ DW
&KULVWPDVWLPH´2KKRO\FKLOGRI%HWKOHKHPGHVFHQGWRXV
ZHSUD\FDVWRXWRXUVLQDQGHQWHULQEHERUQLQXVWRGD\µ
,W·VQRWMXVWDVRQJ
,Q,-RKQ-RKQZULWHVWKDW*RG·VVHHG ´VSHUPDµ 
is in us who belong to Him. In the gospel of John, Jesus
VD\V WR 1LFRGHPXV ´<RX PXVW EH ERUQ DJDLQµ :H WKURZ
WKDWSKUDVHDURXQGVRHDVLO\QRZGD\V,WKLQNZH·YHFRPH
WREHOLHYHWKDWEHLQJ´ERUQDJDLQµLVDQHDV\LQVWDQWDQHRXV
SURFHVV :HOO DIWHU IRXU NLGV , NQRZ LW·V QRW VXFK DQ HDV\
instantaneous process. The fertilization, on the other hand,
is rather instantaneous and easy. Maybe fertilization,
receiving the seed³the Word, is the instantaneous, easy
process, but pregnancy and delivery can really hurt and last a
while! Maybe we should expect some born-again birth pains!
Anguish.
7KHZRPDQLVLQDQJXLVKWRGHOLYHU,QIDFWLW·VVXFK
DQJXLVK ZH UHDOO\ FDQ·W GR LW ´:H·UH ERUQ RI WKH VSLULWµ
Jesus says, the Spirit of Jesus. The Word is the seed
LPSODQWHGLQXVDQGZH·UHERUQWRJHWKHUZLWK+LP7KHme
WKDW·V ERUQ DJDLQ LV Him LQ PH ´1R ORQJHU , ZKR OLYH EXW
&KULVWLQPHµ&KULVWLQPHLVWROLYH+H·VERUQRIPHLQPH
³ the new me.
In Matthew 24, Jesus sits His disciples down and
talks of wars and rumors of wars;; of earthquakes and
famines. He basically talks about all the broken seals and
WUXPSHWVZH·YHEHHQORRNLQJDWLQWKH5HYHODWLRQ7KHQ+H
calls them birth pangs.
:HOOZKR·VEHLQJERUQ"
,Q 5RPDQV  3DXO ZULWHV WKLV ´7KH HQWLUH FUHDWLRQ
DQG ZH RXUVHOYHV JURDQ DV LQ ODERUµ³travail³birth pangs.
:KR·VEHLQJERUQ"$FFRUGLQJWR3DXOWKHVRQVRIJORU\
you guys . . . us . . . the Church . . . the body of Christ. Christ
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in us is being born.
In Revelation 12, the woman³us³is clothed with
sun, moon, and stars, clothed with creation. The creation is
OLNHRXUGHOLYHU\URRPFUHDWLRQDQGWKHZRPDQ´LQDQJXLVK
WRGHOLYHUµ-HVXVLVERUQof you and in you . . . in anguish.
Last year at the Living Stone Service, a friend got up
and shared a vision she had had. She described this stable;;
she said it was like the one in Bethlehem. It was poor,
unkempt, run-down, and full of filth and issues of blood.
6KHVDLG´$V,ORRNHGDWWKHVWDEOHLQWKHPLGVWRILW
enthroned I saw Him in all His beauty³the Lord Jesus.
That stable is our hearts. His life is born in my filthy,
DQJXLVKHGVWDEOHµ
So He knows. He understands. He feels what His
body feels. I am His body. You are His body. He was born
LQWR+LVHDUWKO\IOHVKLQ %HWKOHKHPRI-XGHDEXW+H·VDOVR
born into my ERG\ KHUH LQ *ROGHQ $QG WKDW·V ZRQGHUIXO
QHZV EHFDXVH WKDW PHDQV WKDW ,·P NQRZQ DQG , DP QRW
alone. That is wonderful news!
,W·V DOVR YHU\ FKDOOHQJLQJ QHZV    EHFDXVH , FDQ
QHYHUVD\WR+LP´<RX·UHQRWPHµEHFDXVH+His, RU´<RX
GRQ·WXQGHUVWDQGµEHFDXVH+Hdoes. When He tells me to do
something like preach and get up off my lazy tail and
HQGXUH,FDQ·WXVHWKRVHROGOLQHVDQGH[FXVHVRQ+LP
We all long to be known, yet we all hang on to not
being known, because we use our secret anguish as an
excuse and justification for sin. Yet when we do that, it traps
us deeper and deeper into defeat, sin, loneliness, and more
anguish. No one can speak into our anguish. The Dragon
knows that. So we say things like this:
Nobody knows my sufferings and sorrows!
1RERG\ NQRZV ZKDW LW·V OLNH WR EH PH 6R
nobody can tell me to stop drinking or stop
eating or stop using porn or stop gossiping.
12

No one can tell me that I have to forgive
them. They GRQ·WNQRZZKDWLW·VOLNH1RRQH
FDQWHOOPHWKDW,FDQ·WKDWH
No one can tell me that I have to
´IDLWKIXOO\HQGXUHDOOWKHZD\XQWRGHDWKµDV
LQ 6P\UQD RU WKDW , KDYH WR VWRS ´VOHHSLQJ
ZLWK-H]HEHOµOLNH LQ7K\DWLUDRU´KROGIDVW
LQSRYHUW\DQGZHDNQHVVµDVLQ3KLODGHOSKLD
No one can tell me!
Wrong. Jesus can. He has authority to speak into your
anguish because He is born in your anguish. Of course He
ZULWHV´0\VHYHQFKXUFKHV,NQRZ\RXUZRUNVDQG,NQRZ
\RXUWULEXODWLRQVDQG,NQRZZKHUH\RXGZHOO,W·VZKHUH,
GZHOOµ
At the Living Stone Service, my friend continued,
VD\LQJ VRPHWKLQJ OLNH WKLV ´-HVXV LV LQ WKDW VWDEOH \RXU
KHDUW DQGZLOOVWD\LI\RX·YHDVNHG+LPWKHUH%XW+HZDQWV
you to renounce your sins so together you can clean up His
WHPSOHµ
The Ark is in the temple. He is born in anguish, into
the anguish, to deliver us from our anguish.
,Q 5HYHODWLRQ &KULVW DGGUHVVHV WKH ´6SLULWµ RU
´$QJHOµ LQ WKH VHYHQ FKXUFKHV , VXVSHFW WKH $QJHO LV +LV
own Spirit born in them, into their mess and anguish, in
order to deliver them.
Babies are born in anguish ever since that day in the
Garden long ago when God prescribed anguish in delivery.
The woman in Revelation 12 is in anguish to be delivered.
:KHQ ZH GHQ\ WKH DQJXLVK LQ RXU KHDUWV DQG GRQ·W
face it, when we deny our own shame and failure and sin,
when we hang on to that anguish like a weapon against God,
when we use those places of secret anguish like a trump card
IRUWKH GD\ RIMXGJPHQW ´2K\HDK*RG\RX GRQ·WNQRZ
ZKDWLW·VOLNH<RX·UHQRWPHµ ZKHQZHUHIXVHWRVXUUHQGHU
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our places of anguish to Jesus, we refuse the birth of His life
in our lives. For the Christ is born into those places of
DQJXLVK ´<RX ZLOO ILQG KLP ZUDSSHG LQ VZDGGOLQJ FORWKHV
>ROGUDJV@DQGO\LQJLQ\RXUPDQJHUµ
So many people want to see the King of Glory, but
WKH\ ZRQ·W EH FDXJKW dead in a stable, especially their own
VWDEOH,W·VWRRKXPLOLDWLQJ:HVD\´:K\ LV+H ERUQ there?
:K\GRHV+HKDYHWRVWDUWWKHUH"µ
A man pulled into a gas station to ask for directions.
(Some people think that is a miracle in and of itself . . . ) The
PDQ VDLG WR WKH JDV VWDWLRQ DWWHQGDQW ´+RZ GR , JHW WR
%RVWRQ IURPKHUH"µ 7KHDWWHQGDQWORRNHGDWKLPDQGVDLG
´:HOO LI I ZDV JRLQJ WR %RVWRQ , FHUWDLQO\ ZRXOGQ·W VWDUW
KHUHµ
´:K\GRZHKDYHWRVWDUWKHUHLQDQJXLVK"µ%HFDXVH
WKDW·V ZKHUH ZH DUH HYHU VLQFH WKH )DOO 6R WKDW·V ZKHUH
&KULVWLVERUQLQXVDQGWKDW·VZKR&KULVWLV² the Savior ²
Son of God and Son of Man. He came to bear our sins and
VRUURZVDQGDQJXLVKVR\RX·OOILQG+LPZUDSSHGLQUDJVDQG
lying in your stable. You see, it is part of who He is.
I have a friend who was tied up, tortured, and raped
by two men she had trusted and loved. It was the
culmination of many, many things, and she felt she was to
blame. She carried unspeakable shame. That event happened
decades ago. It was an anguish into which she did not have
the strength to look.
Years and years ago she went to a church service.
Very simply she received the Word of God³she received
Christ into her heart. He was the seed that was planted
there, and He grew there. Eventually He gave her the
strength to look into that place of anguish. But she still
GLGQ·WZDQWWRVXUUHQGHUWR+LPLQSUD\HUDQGFRQIHVVLRQ
. such shame and fear there.
A place like that surely gives you a reason to hate,
GRHVQ·W LW" +DQJLQJ RQ WR LW JLYHV \RX D UHDVRQ QRW WR
forgive. It gives you a reason to despise yourself and resent
14

God. You can hold it like a weapon against God, and our
hearts are so incredibly deceitful that way, we can hold that
thing against the God we say we love and not even know it.
,W·VEHHQYHU\KDUGEXWVKHKDVSUD\HGWKURXJKWKDW
place of incredible anguish, laying down hatred and
vengeance, and surrendering it to Christ. A few weeks ago
VKH FDOOHG PH 6KH ZDV VR H[FLWHG 6KH VDLG ´3HWHU , MXVW
want to tell you that last night I had the most real dream! I
GUHDPHG RI -HVXV DQG LW VWDUWHG LQ WKDW SODFHµ DQG VKH
described it to me:
I was tied up there, and then He appeared.
He was wearing this white robe. He walked
up to me and untied me from the bed to
which I was tied. He bent down and picked
me up, and He carried me over to the side of
the room and sat me down in a chair. He
ORRNHG LQ P\ H\HV DQG VDLG ´+RQH\ ,·P
KHUHWRSURWHFW\RXUKHDUWDQG\RXUVSLULWµ
(I believe her heart and spirit are caught up to God
and to His throne with Jesus ³ Revelation 12:5.)
Then Jesus took off His white robe. He
wrapped it around me. And I felt entirely
safe. Then from that place of safety, I
watched as Jesus walked over to that bed and
laid down on that bed where I had lain, and
He tied Himself to the bed. Then I watched
as they came in and did everything to Jesus
that they had done to me.
I am convinced that that dream is more real than the
chair you are sitting on right now. For my friend is the body
of Christ, and her anguish is His anguish. Her suffering is
15

His suffering. Her guilt is His guilt ³ He took it on the
FURVV $QG +H·V VKRZQ KHU WKDW KHU VFDUV DUH RQ His body!
They are His!
Never be ashamed of His scars. Who He is, is born
of her anguish . . . and your anguish . . . and my anguish.
We are His body. So to see Christ, surrender your
anguish. He hangs on your cross, and He is born in your
VWDEOH'RQ·WXVH\RXUSODFHRIDQJXLVKDVDQH[FXVHIRUVLQ
Confess your anguish and sin, and be obedient to Him in
that place of anguish, because behold! Christ is born in
anguish . . . of anguish. The woman is in anguish to deliver
Christ in you . . . the Word in you.
It almost seems silly comparing my anguish to my
IULHQG·VDQJXLVKDQGVRPHRI\RXUDQJXLVKEXWVLQFH\RX·UH
here, probably most of you have encountered the Word,
which is Jesus, somewhere in my preaching. And a few
people think it just happens . . . that God kind of zaps it
down. (My brother-in-law said to me a few weeks ago,
´:HOOZKDWGR\RXdo GXULQJWKHZHHN"µ
I think I should tell you that almost always I sit in
my office during the week, and I struggle and I scratch, and
P\KRQHVWSUD\HULV´*RGZKDWWKH# DUH<RXGRLQJ"µ
And I want to run from the anguish. Yet now, after these
years, I have to admit this, although it scares me: the Word
is born in my anguish. When I am weak, He is strong. I
come to see the Savior in the very place where I need to be
VDYHG , VXUUHQGHU P\ DQJXLVK DQG WKHQ LW·V His anguish.
$QG+HFRQTXHUVLW7KDW·VZKDW+HGRHVWKDW·VZKR+HLV
I see Him as Savior born of that anguish.
6R +H NQRZV DOO P\ DQJXLVK EHFDXVH LW·V His
DQJXLVK%XWLILW·VHis DQJXLVKLW·V+LVHWHUQDOO\DQGDOZD\V
which means it was His anguish before I was even born. So
WKLV LV WKH GHHSHU WUXWK QRW WKDW +H·V FRPH WR NQRZ my
anguish, but He is allowing me to taste His, the anguish of
loving a fallen world . . . and the joy of redeeming it.
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Listen to John 16. Jesus said:
You will be sorrowful, but your sorrow will
turn into joy. When a woman is in travail she
has sorrow, because her hour has come;; but
when she is delivered of the child, she no
longer remembers the anguish, for joy that a
child is born into the world. So you have
sorrow now, but I will see you again and
your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take
your joy from you.
When my oldest son Jonathan was born, my wife
had an incredibly hard time. She had a ruptured placenta,
-RQ ZDV ILYH DQG D KDOI ZHHNV HDUO\ ZH GLGQ·W HYHQ NQRZ
where the hospital was, she had twenty-four hours of
absolutely intense labor . . . we did not know if Jonathan
ZRXOGOLYH$QG,ZDVQ·WVXUHP\ZLIHZRXOGOLYH
I remember there was blood everywhere, and she
was passing out on the table from the pain and exhaustion. I
KRQHVWO\ GRQ·W WKLQN , KDYH HYHU VHHQ D SHUVRQ LQ VXFK
DQJXLVK , UHPHPEHU WKLQNLQJ WR P\VHOI ´:HOO \RX KDG
better enjoy this EDE\LIKHOLYHVEHFDXVH\RX·OOQHYHUKDYH
DQRWKHURQHµ
As the doctor pulled Jonathan out and held him up
in front of my wife, bloody and screaming, she looked at
him. The very first words out of her mouth were these:
´2K,ZDQWDQRWKHURQHµJoy!
Your anguish, sorrow, suffering, and guilt can be
your own private Hell, or it can be the birthplace of the
King of Glory. Surrender your anguish, and soon you will
see Him. And no one will ever be able to take your joy away
from you!
17
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Further Reading

6RWKH/25'*RGVDLGWRWKHVHUSHQW´%HFDXVH\RXKDYH
done this, Cursed are you above all the livestock and all the
wild animals! You will crawl on your belly and you will eat
dust all the days of your life. And I will put enmity between
you and the woman, and between your offspring [seed] and
KHUV KHZLOO FUXVK\RXUKHDGDQG\RXZLOO VWULNHKLVKHHOµ
7RWKHZRPDQKHVDLG´,ZLOOJUHDWO\LQFUHDVH\RXUSDLQVLQ
FKLOGEHDULQJZLWKSDLQ\RXZLOOJLYHELUWKWRFKLOGUHQµ
-Genesis 3:14-16
Then he [Joseph] dreamed another dream, and told it to his
EURWKHUVDQGVDLG´%HKROG,KDYHGUHDPHGDQRWKHUGUHDP
and behold, the sun, the moon, and eleven stars were
ERZLQJGRZQWRPHµ
-Genesis 37:9
And a great portent appeared in heaven, a woman clothed
with the sun, with the moon under her feet, and on her head
a crown of twelve stars;; she was with child and she cried out
in her pangs of birth, in anguish for delivery. And another
portent appeared in heaven;; behold, a great red dragon
[great serpent], with seven heads and ten horns, and seven
diadems upon his heads.
-Revelation 12:1-3
But as he considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord
DSSHDUHGWRKLPLQDGUHDPVD\LQJ´-RVHSKVRQRI'DYLG
do not fear to take Mary your wife, for that which is
conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit;; she will bear a son,
and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people
IURPWKHLUVLQVµ
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Matthew 1:20-21
It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me . . . .
My little children, with whom I am again in travail until
Christ be formed in you! I could wish to be present with you
now and to change my tone, for I am perplexed about you.
Tell me, you who desire to be under law, do you not hear
the law? For it is written that Abraham had two sons, one by
a slave and one by a free woman. But the son of the slave
was born according to the flesh, the son of the free woman
through promise. Now this is an allegory: these women are
two covenants. One is from Mount Sinai, bearing children
for slavery;; she is Hagar. Now Hagar is Mount Sinai in
Arabia;; she corresponds to the present Jerusalem, for she is
in slavery with her children. But the Jerusalem above is free,
DQGVKHLVRXUPRWKHU)RULWLVZULWWHQ´5HMRLFH2EDUUHQ
one who does not bear;; break forth and shout, you who are
not in travail;; for the children of the desolate one are many
PRUHWKDQWKHFKLOGUHQRIKHUWKDWLVPDUULHGµ
-Galatians 2:20, 4:19-27
-HVXV DQVZHUHG ´7UXO\ WUXO\ , VD\ WR \RX XQOHVV RQH LV
born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of
God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which
is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not marvel that I said to
\RX¶<RXPXVWEHERUQDQHZ·µ
-John 3:5-7
No one who is born of God will continue to sin, because
God's seed [sperma] remains in him;; he cannot go on
sinning, because he has been born of God. This is how we
know who the children of God are and who the children of
the devil are: Anyone who does not do what is right is not a
child of God;; nor is anyone who does not love his brother. .
. . We know that we have passed from death to life, because
we love our brothers. Anyone who does not love remains in
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death.
-I John 3:9-10, 14
You have been born anew, not of perishable seed [sperma]
but of imperishable, through the living and abiding word of
God . . . .
-I Peter 1:23
As he sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him
SULYDWHO\VD\LQJ´7HOOXVZKHQZLOOWKLVEHDQGZKDWZLOOEH
WKHVLJQRI\RXUFRPLQJDQGRIWKHFORVHRIWKHDJH"µ$QG
-HVXV DQVZHUHG WKHP ´7DNH KHHG WKDW QR RQH OHDGV \RX
DVWUD\ )RU PDQ\ ZLOO FRPH LQ P\ QDPH VD\LQJ ¶, DP WKH
&KULVW·DQGWKH\ZLOOOHDGPDQ\DVWUD\$QG\RXZLOOKHDURI
wars and rumors of wars;; see that you are not alarmed;; for
this must take place, but the end is not yet. For nation will
rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and there
will be famines and earthquakes in various places: all this is
but the beginning of the birth-SDQJVµ
-Matthew 24:3-8
We know that the whole creation has been groaning in
travail together until now;; and not only the creation, but we
ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan
inwardly as we wait for adoption as sons, the redemption of
our bodies.
-Romans 8:22-23
7KHILUVWWKLQJWKDW-HVXVSURPLVHVLVVXIIHULQJ´,WHOO\RX
. you will be weeping and wailing . . . and you will be
VRUURZIXOµ %XW KH FDOOV WKHVH SDLQV ELUWK SDLQV $QG VR
what seems a hindrance becomes a way;; what seems an
obstacle becomes a door;; and what seems a misfit becomes
a cornerstone. Jesus changes our history from a random
series of sad incidents and accidents into a constant
opportunity for a change of heart.
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-Henri Nouwen
There is at the center of reality a groan. And the closer to
the center you live, the more you will hear it and the more
you will share in it: the center of the creation, the center of
the church, the center of ministry, the center of those things
that belong to the people of God, and the center of the
human race. The closer you move there, the more you will
hear the groan--the more you will share the groan. And you
will recognize it. . . . Paul says that the groan in creation, in
us, in God is a groan not of death, not the death throes;; but
a groan of childbirth. God is giving birth to something new.
God is doing something fresh. God is creating new heaven,
new earth, and by the time I have mastered the groan I will
have to exchange it³for a WOW!
-Fred Craddock
The wound, which causes us to suffer now, will be revealed
to us later as the place where God intimated his new
creation.
-Henri Nouwen
´7UXO\WUXO\,VD\WR\RX\RXZLOOZHHSDQGODPHQWEXWWKH
world will rejoice;; you will be sorrowful, but your sorrow
will turn into joy. When a woman is in travail she has
sorrow, because her hour has come;; but when she is
delivered of the child, she no longer remembers the anguish,
for joy that a child is born into the world. So you have
sorrow now, but I will see you again and your hearts will
UHMRLFHDQGQRRQHZLOOWDNH\RXUMR\IURP\RXµ
-John 16:20-22
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The Dragon
And the Dragon Slayer
(Revelation 12)
I once read about two Tibetan boys who decided to
go for a walk in 1941. They wanted to see the world. They
wandered over the mountains into Soviet territory where
they were conscripted by the Soviet army. They were then
captured by the German army and conscripted into their
auxiliary service.
Then they were captured by the Americans, and the
Americans could not figure out who they were, because they
did not speak German or Russian. The Americans called in
an expert in Asiatic languages who understood what they
were saying and heard their incredible story.
7KH VKRFNHG $PHULFDQV DVNHG WKH ER\V ´'R \RX
WZRKDYHDQ\TXHVWLRQV"µ7KH\RQO\KDGRQH´:K\ZHUHDOO
WKRVHSHRSOHWU\LQJWRNLOOHDFKRWKHU"µ
Can you imagine the horrors they saw? The world at
ZDU" 7KH +RORFDXVW" $QG WKH\ GLGQ·W NQRZ ZK\    QR
comprehension.
,W NLQG RI UHPLQGV PH RI $SULO   +LWOHU·V
birthday, and the Columbine massacre . . . people in shock
HYHU\ZKHUH    HYHU\RQH DVNLQJ ´:K\ ZHUH WKRVH ER\V
WU\LQJ WR NLOO HYHU\ERG\"µ 1RZ WKH\·UH DVNLQJ ´:KR·V WR
EODPH":KR·VWRKDWH"µ
It kind of reminds me of us. We say things like this:
´, WKRXJKW -HVXV ZDV WKH 6ZHHW 5RVH RI 6KDURQ , WKRXJKW
He was the Prince of Peace who cared for His little lambs.
%XW,·PJHWWLQJVKRWDWµ
-557RONLHQZURWHWKLV´,WGRHVQRWGRWROHDYHD
OLYHGUDJRQRXWRI\RXUFDOFXODWLRQVLI\RXOLYHQHDUKLPµ
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REVELATION 12:1-14: And a great portent
appeared in heaven, a woman clothed with the sun,
with the moon under her feet, and on her head a
crown of twelve stars;; she was with child and she
cried out in her pangs of birth, in anguish for
delivery.
Last week we preached that that woman is the
people of God in anguish to give birth to Christ in history
and in us.
And another portent appeared in heaven;; behold, a
great red dragon, with seven heads and ten horns,
and seven diadems upon his heads. His tail swept
down a third of the stars of heaven, and cast them to
the earth. And the dragon stood before the woman
who was about to bear a child, that he might devour
her child when she brought it forth;; she brought forth
a male child, one who is to rule all the nations with a
rod of iron, but her child was caught up to God and
to his throne, and the woman fled into the wilderness,
where she has a place prepared by God, in which to
be nourished for one thousand two hundred and sixty
days.
Now war arose in heaven, Michael and his
angels fighting against the dragon;; and the dragon
and his angels fought, but they were defeated and
there was no longer any place for them in heaven.
And the great dragon was thrown down, that ancient
serpent, who is called the Devil and Satan, the
deceiver of the whole world--he was thrown down to
the earth, and his angels were thrown down with
him. And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying,
´1RZWKHVDOYDWLRQDQGWKHSRZHUDQGWKHNLQJGRP
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of our God and the authority of his Christ have
come, for the accuser of our brethren has been thrown
down, who accuses them day and night before our
God. And they have conquered him by the blood of
the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, for
they loved not their lives even unto death. Rejoice
then, O heaven and you that dwell therein! But woe
to you, O earth and sea, for the devil has come down
to you in great wrath, because he knows that his time
LVVKRUWµ
And when the dragon saw that he had been
thrown down to the earth, he pursued the woman
who had borne the male child. But the woman was
given the two wings of the great eagle that she might
fly from the serpent into the wilderness, to the place
where she is to be nourished for a time, and times,
and half a time.
´7LPH WLPHV DQG KDOI D WLPHµ LV WKUHH DQG D KDOI
\HDUV  GD\V ,W·V WKH OHQJWK RI -HVXV· HDUWKO\ PLQLVWU\
,W·VDOVR'DQLHO·VWLPHRIWKHHQG,EHOLHYHLW·VWKHWLPHZH
are in now ´1RZ WKH VDOYDWLRQ DQG WKH SRZHU DQG WKH
kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ have
come, for the accuser of our brethren has been thrown
GRZQµ
The Devil pursues the woman in the wilderness . . .
REVELATION 12:15-17: The serpent poured
water like a river out of his mouth after the woman,
to sweep her away with the flood. But the earth came
to the help of the woman, and the earth opened its
mouth and swallowed the river which the dragon had
poured from his mouth. Then the dragon was angry
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with the woman, and went off to make war on the
rest of her offspring, on those who keep the
commandments of God and bear testimony to Jesus.
7KDW·VXV$QGZH·UHDWZDU$QGLWGRHVQRWGRWR
leave a live dragon out of your calculations, especially if you
live near him. We are at war, and that changes things.
My father was a 2nd Lieutenant in World War II. He
trained Infantry troops at Camp Roberts before finally being
shipped out to the Philippines. I remember hearing him talk
VHYHUDOWLPHVZKHQ,ZDVDNLGLQWKH·VDERXWKRZWKH\
kept him state-side time and time again, because he was a
good teacher and trainer of the troops. He used to just ache .
. . ache . . . to go to war. (Several of his friends had already
died.)
That seemed so odd to me, because I grew up during
9LHWQDP$QGSHRSOHZHUHQ·WH[DFWO\VXUHLWVHHPHGwhy we
were at war. There was a whole lot of debate about who
exactly the dragon was. But World War II and Hitler . . .
people were just longing to slay that dragon. Now we call
WKHP´2XU)LQHVW*HQHUDWLRQµ³ WKH´6RQVRI*ORU\µ
, ORYH WR KHDU P\ 'DG·V VWRULHV RI :RUOG :DU ,,
especially when he finds another old guy like John Lowell,
and they sit down and share stories of the war. They do it in
great cheer. Old dragon slayers.
,ORYHWRKHDUP\'DG·VVWRULHVRUDWOHDVWmost of
them. One particular evening in the war, after a day of
training troops, the story was that a soldier came into my
IDWKHU·VEDUUDFNV+HVDLG
,·YH KDG LW ,·P VLFN RI WKLV SODFH DQG ,·P
sick of you. Do you realize that last night I
FRXOGQ·W VOHHS EHFDXVH , KDG OHJ FUDPSV"
You are too demanding! You had us
PDUFKLQJDWDQG'RQ·WJHW
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me wrong, I like hiking and I like camping,
but we have entirely inadequate restroom
IDFLOLWLHV <RX GRQ·W DSSUHFLDWH me, and you
GRQ·WDSSUHFLDWHmy needs!
,·YH EHHQ UHDGLQJ D ERRN RQ
boundaries, and I think you have some very
serious boundary issues of your own. I need
my time, my space;; I have my boundaries! I
signed up for this war because I heard that
Bob Hope entertained the troops, and I
KDYHQ·W KHDUG %RE +RSH RQFH $QG , GRQ·W
OLNHWKHVRQJVZH·UHVLQJLQJ
,GRQ·WOLNHWKHPXVLF,GRQ·WOLNHWKH
SURJUDP,GRQ·WOLNHyou,GRQ·WOLNHWKHJLYH
-give-give-give, and frankly I think that
\RX·UH NLQG RI D %RUGHUOLQH 3DVVLYHAggressive Personality Disorder anyway. You
make me nervous! $QG LI VRPHWKLQJ GRHVQ·W
FKDQJH,·PRXWRIKHUH
Of course WKDW GLGQ·W KDSSHQ LQ :RUOG :DU ,, :H
were being shot at! And everybody knew we had a war to
fight. It was a fight that we would fight unto death against
the Dragon, if need be. Of course WKDWGLGQ·WKDSSHQLQ:RUOG
War II. It happened in church.
0\ IDWKHU WUDLQHG WURRSV LQ RXU QDWLRQ·V DUP\ DQG
P\ IDWKHU WUDLQHG WURRSV LQ WKH .LQJGRP·V DUP\ WKH
Church. Growing up in the Church, stuff like that was
commonplace. To an objective observer, it might just have
appeared that the Church had not included the live Dragon
in their calculations.
Sometimes I worry that we have not included the live
Dragon in our calculations.
You need to hear me: You are directly accountable
to God, not me, for your time and your giving and the
boundaries He has placed upon your life. And our church
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will not run without your opinions regarding church
budgets, building programs, and music styles. However,
VRPHWLPHV,WKLQNWKDWZHGRNLQGRIIRUJHWWKDWZH·UHLQD
war.
:KHQZHVLQJZRUVKLSVRQJVZH·UHJRLQJWRZDU
:KHQZHSUD\ZH·UHJRLQJWRZDU
:KHQZHJLYHZH·UHJRLQJWRZDU
:KHQZHVHUYHGLQQHUGRZQWRZQZH·UHJRLQJWRZDU
When we marry, have kids, and invite our neighbors to
FKXUFKZH·UHJRLQJWRZDU
And that changes things. You pray more and give
more and sing louder and complain less.
Hear me well. I think that we pastors may be the
worst of all. Perhaps we have forgotten to include the live
Dragon in our calculations, forgotten that we are at war, and
forgotten against whom we battle.
In verse eight, we read that the Dragon is the old
Serpent, that old Serpent that tempted Adam and Eve and
would one day be crushed by the seed of the woman . . .
´WKH ROG VHUSHQW ZKR LV FDOOHG WKH 'HYLOµ 'HYLO PHDQV
´VODQGHUHUµ RU ´DFFXVHUµ +H LV DOVR FDOOHG 6DWDQ ZKLFK
PHDQV´DGYHUVDU\µRU´HQHP\µ6DWDQLVDFUHDWHGDQJHOLFRU
spirit being who is in thorough rebellion against God. Jesus
VDLG´7KHUHLVQRWUXWKLQ+LPµ -RKQ 
%XW LQ -RKQ  ZH UHDG ´7KHUH LV D OLJKW WKDW
HQOLJKWHQV DOO PHQµ $OO PHQ KDYH VRPH WUXWK VKLQLQJ LQ
them. Satan has no truth in Him . . . thorough in his darkness
and rebellion.
In verse nine, we read that he deceives the whole
ZRUOG-HVXVVDLG´+HLVDPXUGHUHUDQGWKHIDWKHURIOLHV
KH OLHV DFFRUGLQJ WR KLV QDWXUHµ -RKQ   , UHDG
somewhere that the chief punishment of the liar is not so
much that he is not believed, but that he cannot believe.
6DWDQGRHVQRWEHOLHYH,QWKHZRUGVRI-RKQ´7KH
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light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not
XQGHUVWRRGFRPSUHKHQGHGRURYHUFRPHLWµ -RKQ )RU
DV7RONLHQZULWHV´+HZHLJKVDOOWKLQJVLQWKHQLFHWLHVRIKLV
PDOLFHµ +H GRHV QRW VHH WUXWK DQG KH GRHV QRW
comprehend love. He is the liar entirely trapped in his own
lies.
And Satan is not the equal opposite of God. He is
QRW WKH ´GDUN VLGH RI WKH IRUFHµ (YLO GRHV QRW KDYH DQ
independent existence. It is always corrupted good.
<RXFDQQHYHUWHOODOLHXQOHVVWKHUH·VDWUXWKWRWHOO
the lie about. I believe Satan is a negation and a corruption,
truly the faceless man. And when he manifests, I suspect he
has no face. And if he has a face, he has to steal it from
somewhere. He is a thief, a liar, an adversary, and an
accuser.
In the Old Testament, Satan appears in the throne
room of God, and he accuses the children of Adam. Satan
knows the law EXWQRWORYH+HFDOOV*RGWR*RG·VRZQ
justice, but not for the same reason. God is just because He
is love. Satan is a legalist because he is malice.
7KDW·VZKHUH6DWDQ·VJUHDWSRZHUOD\+HEUHZV
UHYHDOV WKDW 6DWDQ KDG WKH SRZHU RI GHDWK ,I *RG·V ODZ
declared death, somehow Satan could satiate his lust for
destruction. Satan was then free to destroy.
Yet in Hebrews 2, we also learn that Jesus took our
IOHVK DQG EORRG DQG GLHG WKDW +H PLJKW ´GHVWUR\ KLP WKDW
KDVWKHSRZHURIGHDWKµ³ Destroy the destroyer.
Now Satan is thrown down in an absolute rage.
Why? Because God has done what is truly inconceivable and
incomprehensible to Satan. He has acted in absolute and
perfect sacrificial love, what Satan cannot comprehend
because he has chosen not to: that God would die for us.
So what Satan thought was his greatest victory³
destroying that Messiah, the prophet Jesus³turned out to
be his greatest defeat, his own destruction. For God was in
Christ that day, reconciling the world to Himself, that their
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trespasses would not be counted against them.
So Satan goes to the throne room to accuse the sons
of Adam. He looks at the throne and what does he see? ³
That man he destroyed on the cross. He sees the second
Adam. He sees the very Lamb that he slaughtered on the
throne.
Verse seven says that Michael fought the Dragon, as
prophesied in Daniel 12. In verse eleven, it says we (or they)
FRQTXHUEXWLW·VDOOE\WKHYLFWRU\RIWKH/DPE
Never forget that all this revelation of victory is the
scroll unwrapped by a bleeding Lamb on the throne. Satan
looks, and he not only sees that Lamb resurrected on the
throne, but he sees everyone throughout time who has
trusted Him. For He bore their destruction on His cross.
For all time all who trust Him were with Him in His death
and now are with Him forever in His resurrection ³ an
eternal communion of life, they with Him, and He with
WKHPLQHYHU\PRPHQW ´FKURQRVµ RIWKHLUOLIH
Born in their anguish, crucified and resurrected forever,
Easter now applied to every moment,
eternity invading temporality,
*RG·VNDLURVLQYDGLQJDOOFKURQRV
eternal life now.
5HYHODWLRQ  ´7KLV LV DQ HWHUQDO JRVSHOµ
5HYHODWLRQ  ´7KH ODPE ZDV VODLQ IURP WKH IRXQGDWLRQ
RIWKHZRUOGµ³ beyond time. Yet I believe that Satan is a
FUHDWXUHRIWLPHOLNHXV6RKHGLGQ·WVHHLWFRPLQJ+HGLG
not and would not.
When Jesus lifted His head in John 12 and said,
´1RZ LV WKLV ZRUOG MXGJHG QRZ LV WKH UXOHU RI WKLV ZRUOG
FDVW RXWµ 6DWDQ GLGQ·W KDYH D clue. And so as he destroyed
Jesus on the cross, he destroyed himself and all his works
IRUDOOWLPH$QGWKLVZDV´WKHSODQIURPWKHIXOOQHVVRIWLPH
WR XQLWH DOO WKLQJV LQ &KULVWµ DQG 6DWDQ IOLSSHG WKH VZLWFK
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that shone the light.
Jesus always wins.
The love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord always
conquers, every where and every when. Even when He dies,
especially when He dies, He conquers.
7KHORXGYRLFHFULHV´5HMRLFHWKHQ2KHDYHQ
But woe to you, O earth and sea, for the devil has come
down to you in great wrath, because he knows that his time
LVVKRUWµ
6DWDQGRHVQ·WNQRZWKHWUXWKIRUWKHWUXWKLV-HVXV
+H GRHVQ·W commune with truth, but he knows his time is
short. And he knows Jesus always wins. In fact, he is now
sentenced to watch the victory of Jesus unwrapped in all
space and time, even through us.
, XVHG WR ZRQGHU ´7KHQ ZK\ GRHV KH VWLOO ILJKW"
:KDW·VKLVSODQ"µ6DWDQKDVQRSODQ OLNH*RGGRHV 2KKH
has plans, and he has schemes, and he has wiles, but they all
serve and feed his childish rage. As Lewis puts it:
[A] creature . . . inside out³LW·VKHDUWRQWKH
surface and its shallowness at the heart. On
the surface, great designs and an antagonism
to Heaven which involved the fate of worlds:
but deep within, when every veil had been
pierced, was there, after all, nothing but a
black puerility, an aimless empty spitefulness
content to sate itself with the tiniest
cruelties? . . . [He] is the horrible coexistence of a subtle and incessant
intellectual activity with an incapacity to
understand anything. . . . mere Christianity
commits every Christian to believing that
´WKH'HYLOLV LQWKHORQJUXQ DQDVVµ
$QG VR KH UDJHV LQ FRPSOHWH DQG ´KROH-KHDUWHGµ
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childish, evil fury. And if he could, right now, he would
GHVWUR\ XV DOO RQ WKH VSRW %XW KH FDQ·W IRU KH KDV EHHQ
disarmed.
Paul wrote in Colossians that when Christ died on
the cross He disarmed the principalities and powers. They
cannot accuse before God, so they have no grounds for
destruction. Satan can only operate within the bounds of
*RG·VUHGHPSWLYHORYHDQGSXUSRVHVWKURXJKWKHVDFULILFLDO
love of Jesus Christ our Lord. Yet verse seventeen says he
still makes war. How can he?
Verse thirteen says he pursues the woman, the
people of God. The woman is given the two wings of the
great eagle, but the serpent pours a river of water from his
mouth after the woman. What is that that comes out of the
VHUSHQW·VPRXWK"/LHVVODQGHUDFFXVDWLRQV
I hope you realize that we live in a river of lies. The
river threatens to sweep the woman and the church away,
but the earth opens its mouth and swallows the river.
,·PQRWVXUHZKDWDOOWKDWPHDQVEXWKDYH\RXHYHU
been weighed down by all the lies? Wondering if God even
H[LVWVDQGLI*RGHYHQFDUHVDERXW\RX",I+H·VHYHQWKHUH
DW DOO" <RX·UH WUDSSHG LQ \RXU RZQ IHDUV DQG \RX JR IRU D
walk in the woods or stand on the top of a 14,000-foot peak,
and what happens? The wounded earth itself begins to
swallow the river. And creation, even subjected to futility,
proclaims the glory of God.
:KDW FRPHV IURP WKH 'UDJRQ·V PRXWK" /LHV DQG
accusations. So if he can no longer accuse you in the
heavens, he will accuse you on earth.
Accusations divide the people of God and make us
cower in fear. Accusations like this: that you are so wicked
and you are so VLQIXO VXUHO\ *RG FRXOGQ·W ORYH \RX 6XUHO\
+H FRXOGQ·W IRUJLYH that. So maybe we had just better be
afraid of Him and each other. We had better save ourselves,
guard ourselves, sew some fig leaves together and hide out
RIIHDUFRYHUWKHDQJXLVK'RQ·WORRNLQWKHVWDEOH'RQ·W
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go to the Hill of the Skull. Play it safe. If your legs are
FUDPSLQJ\RXKDGEHWWHUVLWGRZQ,IWKHIDFLOLWLHVDUHQ·WWKH
EHVWPD\EH\RXKDGEHWWHUWXUQEDFN,ILW·VWDNLQJDZKROH
lot of effort, maybe you had better not give any more. In
VKRUWPD\EH\RXVKRXOGQ·WILJKW
The river is a propaganda campaign to get us, the
Church Militant, to surrender to an unarmed man.
Jesus wins. But do not give Satan any ground to
feast on your fear, guilt, or shame. Do not surrender. Christ
calls you to war in order to proclaim and exhibit His eternal
victory in every moment of space and time. And it is a war.
+HZDVQ·WMRNLQJ,WLVDILJKW´,QWKLVZRUOG\RX ZLOOKDYH
tribulation, but be of good cheer! He has overcome the
ZRUOGµ*RRGFKHHU",QZDU"Yes.
In Perelandra, by C. S. Lewis, Ransom the hero
EDWWOHV WKH ´XQ-PDQµ WKH IDFHOHVV PDQ³Satan. And Lewis
writes:
Then an experience that perhaps no good
man can ever have in our world, came over
him³a torrent of perfectly unmixed and
lawful hatred. . . . It is perhaps difficult to
understand why this filled Ransom not with
horror but with a kind of joy. The joy came
from finding at last what hatred was made
for. As a boy with an axe rejoices on finding
a tree . . . so he rejoiced in the perfect
congruity between his emotion and its
object.
Never hate a human being, for they are the prize to
be captured with sacrificial love. But Satan is your enemy!
He longs to drink the blood and eat the flesh of the
children of Adam. He craves the terror of your children. He
delights in death, genocide, rape, and torture. He feeds his
passions with the death of 6 million Jews, tens of millions of
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Russians, countless millions of Bosnians, Rwandans, and
Sudanese, and tens of millions of babies aborted every year
in your own back yard. And, oh yeah, this too: He feeds on
any shame that you carry with that statistic.
He is evil. And I abhor him. I worked really hard on
this message, because I long to stick a knife in his bloodless
gut and twist. The knife is the Word of God.
Christian, you were born to be a warrior, and this is
your war. At last you know who your enemy truly is, so slay
the Dragon in the joy of the Lord, and do not fear! In Christ
\RX·YHDOUHDG\ZRQ
Watch out for arrogance. Watch out for lust for
power. Those things are of the Dragon. But Christ has
conquered, and this is the joy: He is in you. His victory is in
\RX+HDYHQLVXSRQ\RX /XNH´1HYHUWKHOHVVGRQRW
rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you;; but rejoice
WKDW\RXUQDPHVDUHZULWWHQLQKHDYHQµ
In verse fourteen, the woman is given the two wings
of the great eagle. I remember that when I read this months
DJR,SUD\HG´*RGWKLVZKROHWKLQJLVFRROEXWZKRLVWKLV
JUHDWHDJOH"µ7KHQH[WPRUQLQJ,JRWDFDOOIURPVRPHRQHLQ
this room. She said:
3HWHU \RX ZRXOGQ·W EHOLHYH ZKDW , VDZ ODVW
week in church! Someone told me I should
tell you this. During worship I looked out
the widows and suddenly I saw this immense
eagle! Its wings were stretched out over the
mountains, and it was looking at us
screeching. At first I thought it was angry
screeching, but it was His intense holiness. It
was the Lord.
Its beak was open, and I heard it
VKULHN WKHVH ZRUGV ´&KXUFK RI WKH /LYLQJ
God, I give you all power and dominion to
accomplish my will on earth as it is in
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heaven. Take hold of what I give you. Let
&KULVW EH \RXU EDQQHU DQG VRQJµ 7KHQ LW
TXRWHG WKH 6RQJ RI 6RORPRQ ´+LV EDQQHU
RYHU\RXLVORYHµ
,Q ([RGXV *RG WHOOV WKH ,VUDHOLWHV WKDW KH ´ERUH
WKHP XS RQ HDJOHV· ZLQJVµ 0\ IULHQGV ZH DUH JLYHQ WKRVH
HDJOHV· ZLQJV³authority. The loud voice in heaven cries,
´7KH\FRQTXHUHG>RYHUFDPH@E\WKHEORRGRIWKHODPEDQG
the word of their testimony, loving not their lives even unto
GHDWK5HMRLFH2KHDYHQVµRejoice. $QG-HVXVVDLG´7KH
NLQJGRPRIKHDYHQLVXSRQ\RXµ
We conquer when we claim and believe the blood of
the Lamb in our own lives and share it with others . . . even,
and especially, unto death. That blood is grace, mercy, and
the sweet love of God to us.
7R XV LW·V VZHHW EXW WR WKH 'UDJRQ LW·V WKH NQLIH
twisted in his bloodless gut . . . poison,W·VWKHEORRGRIWKH
Lamb on the throne, declaring the Dragon has no grounds
for destruction and he himself is destroyed. His time is
short.
The blood of the Lamb is spread through the word
of your testimony, that is, the story of the life of Jesus and
His blood in you.
The massacre at Columbine High School shocked
WKH ZRUOG ,WVKRXOGQRWKDYHVXUSULVHG XV:H·UHLQDZDU
We argue about who to hate and who our enemy is . . . a
KRXVHGLYLGHGEXWZHNQRZZKRRXUHQHP\LV,W·VQRW
(ULF +DUULV LW·V QRW '\ODQ .OHEROG LW·V QRW $GROSK +LWOHU
LW·V QRW 0DULO\Q 0DQVRQ    QRW WKH SDUHQWV QRW WKH
Jefferson County Sheriff, not some legislation sitting in
some courthouse somewhere. Our enemy is the Dragon.
And we know how to fight him.
At one point, Eric Harris grabbed Rachel Scott by
the hair. She was already shot twice in the leg. Harris held
KHUXSDQGVDLG´'R\RXEHOLHYHLQ*RG"µ6KHVDLG´<RX
NQRZ,GRµ+HSRLQWHGKLVJXQDWKHUKHDGDQGVDLG´7KHQ
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JREHZLWKKLPµ$QGKHVKRWKHU
:DVWKDWWKH'UDJRQ·VYLFWRU\"
:DVWKHFURVVWKH'UDJRQ·VYLFWRU\"
0RQWKVODWHU5DFKHO·VEDFNSDFNZDVUHWXUQHGWRKHU
SDUHQWV 2QH RI WKH NLOOHU·V EXOOHWV ZDV LQ WKH EDFNSDFN
where it had stopped after passing through her body and
hitting her journal. Her journal was her record of her walk
ZLWK &KULVW ,W ZDV WKH ´ZRUG RI KHU WHVWLPRQ\µ ,W
contained the normal kind of high school girl stuff but with
a whole lot of faith in the blood of the Lamb.
,·PVXUH5DFKHOZDVQ·WSHUIHFWEXWVKHGLGGRWKLQJV
like this: For her school talent show, she performed a mime
FDOOHG ´:DWFK WKH /DPEµ +HU IULHQG SHUIRUPHG LW DW KHU
funeral, which was broadcast around the world on CNN.
,QFUHGLEO\LQKHUMRXUQDOLW·VFOHDUWKDWVKHKDGFRPH
to know she would die that year. You can read about it in
the best-selling book 5DFKHO·V7HDUV, written by her parents.
A man who saw her funeral on CNN dreamed of
her and called her father the next day saying he had had only
a few dreams like this in his life, and he was sure it was from
*RG :KDW KH VDZ ZDV 5DFKHO·V H\HV ZHHSLQJ 7HDUV ZHUH
dropping from her eyes, and they were watering something
WKDW KH FRXOGQ·W VHH +H DVNHG ´'R \RX NQRZ ZKDW WKDW
PHDQV"µ
Her father had no clue;; he thought the guy was
VWUDQJH    XQWLO KH ORRNHG LQ 5DFKHO·V MRXUQDO 7KHUH KH
found a picture that she had drawn. Up in the corner were
her eyes, and thirteen tears were falling down and watering a
rose. There were thirteen victims. And Jesus is the Rose of
Sharon.
And He was born in anguish at Columbine High.
And He conquered the Dragon at Columbine High. And He
conquered the Dragon from the foundation of the world.
$QGZKDWVHHPVOLNH6DWDQ·VJUHDWHVWYLFWRULHVDUHKLV
greatest defeats. They are the place where Jesus exhibits His
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conquest of sacrificial love.
And as for Rachel, in a moment, in the twinkling of
an eye, she was changed. I suspect she found herself at a
JUHDW EDQTXHW , VXVSHFW VKH·V VLWWLQJ WKHUH VWLOO , LPDJLQH
VKH·VVKDULQJZDUVWRULHVZLWK-HVXVLQgreat cheer! They are
both old Dragon slayers.
7KH QDPH ´5DFKHOµ PHDQV ´OLWWOH ODPEµ +LV EORRG
flowed in her veins. My daughter wants to be like Rachel
Scott³a Dragon slayer. It is a gift to you when the One on
WKHWKURQHVD\VWR\RX´6ZHHWKHDUWVOD\WKH'UDJRQµ
*****
On the night He was betrayed, He took bread and
EURNHLWDQG+H VDLG ´7KLVLVP\ ERG\ JLYHQ IRU\RX'R
WKLVLQUHPHPEUDQFHRIPHµ
In the same way, after supper, having given thanks
+H WRRN WKH FXS DQG VDLG ´7KLV LV WKH FXS RI WKH QHZ
covenant in my blood shed for the forgiveness of sins. As
often as you drink of it you proclaim my death until I come
again. And I will not drink again of the fruit of the vine until
, GULQN LW ZLWK \RX LQ P\ IDWKHU·V NLQJGRP 'R WKLV LQ
UHPHPEUDQFHRIPHµ
,·P QRW VSHDNLQJ LQ PHWDSKRUV &RPH WR WKH WDEOH
DQG VOD\ WKH 'UDJRQ ,Q -HVXV· QDPH WKDQN \RX )DWKHU
Amen.
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Further Reading

´1RZLVWKHMXGJPHQWRIWKLVZRUOGQRZVKDOOWKHUXOHURI
WKLVZRUOGEHFDVWRXWµ
-John 12:31
´FRQFHUQLQJMXGJPHQWEHFDXVHWKHUXOHURIWKLVZRUOGLV
MXGJHGµ
-John 16:11
7KH VHYHQW\ UHWXUQHG ZLWK MR\ VD\LQJ ´/RUG HYHQ WKH
GHPRQV DUH VXEMHFW WR XV LQ \RXU QDPHµ $QG KH VDLG WR
WKHP´,VDZ6DWDQIDOOOLNHOLJKWQLQJIURPKHDYHQ%HKROG,
have given you authority to tread upon serpents and
scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy;; and nothing
shall hurt you. Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the
spirits are subject to you;; but rejoice that your names are
ZULWWHQLQKHDYHQµ
-Luke 10:17-20
And you, who were dead in trespasses and the
uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together with
him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, having canceled
the bond which stood against us with its legal demands;; this
he set aside, nailing it to the cross. He disarmed the
principalities and powers and made a public example of
them, triumphing over them in him.
-Colossians 2:13-15
Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and
blood, He Himself likewise shared in the same, that through
death He might destroy him who had the power of death,
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that is, the devil, and release those who through fear of
death were all their lifetime subject to bondage. For indeed
He does not give aid to angels, but He does give aid to the
seed of Abraham.
-Hebrews 2:14-16
I write to you, young men, because you are strong, and the
word of God abides in you, and you have overcome the evil
one.
-I John 2:14b
Who or what it is that the Lamb has conquered is not
expressed (cf. 3:21) (though it is probable that we should see
the defeat of Satan by Michael, depicted in 12:7-9, as a
V\PERORIWKH/DPE·VYLFWRU\ 7KHREMHFWRIFRQTXHVWLVOHIW
undefined in chapter 5 so that the victory should be
ERXQGOHVVLQLWVVFRSH$OOWKDWLVRSSRVHGWR*RG·VUXOHZH
are to understand, has been defeated by the Lamb. . . . The
continuing and ultimate victory of God over evil which the
rest of Revelation describes is no more than the working-out
of the decisive victory of the Lamb on the cross.
-Richard Bauckham, The Theology of the Book of Revelation
*****
Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before
the angel of the Lord, and Satan standing at his right hand
to accuse him.
-Zechariah 3:1-2
´:K\GR\RXQRWXQGHUVWDQGZKDW,VD\",WLVEHFDXVH\RX
cannot bear to hear my word. You are of your father the
devil, and your will is to do your father's desires. He was a
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murderer from the beginning, and has nothing to do with
the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he
speaks according to his own nature, for he is a liar and the
IDWKHURIOLHVµ
-John 8:43-44
And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did
not comprehend it.
-John 1:5
Well, let folly be our cloak, a veil before the eyes of the
Enemy! For he is very wise, and weighs all things to a nicety
in the scales of his malice. But the only measure that he
knows is desire, desire for power;; and so he judges all hearts.
Into his heart the thought will not enter that any will refuse
it, that having the Ring we may seek to destroy it. If we seek
this, we shall put him out of reckoning.
-J. R. R. Tolkien, The Fellowship of the Ring
The darkness knows neither the light nor itself;; only the
light knows itself and the darkness also.
-George McDonald, Lilith
Then an experience that perhaps no good man can ever
have in our world came over him--a torrent of perfectly
unmixed and lawful hatred. The energy of hating, never
before felt without some guilt, without some dim knowledge
that he was failing fully to distinguish the sinner from the
sin, rose into his arms and legs til he felt that they were
pillars of burning blood. What was before him appeared no
longer a creature of corrupted will. It was corruption itself
to which will was attached only as an instrument. Ages ago it
had been a Person: but the ruins of personality now
survived in it only as weapons at the disposal of furious self41

exiled negation. It is perhaps difficult to understand why this
filled Ransom not with horror but with a kind of joy. The
joy came from finding at last what hatred was made for. As
a boy with an axe rejoices on finding a tree, or a boy with a
box of coloured chalks rejoices on finding a pile of perfectly
white paper, so he rejoiced in the perfect congruity between
his emotion and its object.
-C. S. Lewis, Perelandra
What chilled and . . . cowed him was the union of malice
with something nearly childish. For temptation, for
blasphemy, for a whole battery of horrors, he was in some
sort prepared: but hardly for this petty, indefatigable nagging
as of a nasty little boy at a preparatory school. Indeed no
imagined horror could have surpassed the sense which grew
within him as the slow hours passed, that this creature was,
by all human standards, inside out³LW·VKHDUWRQWKHVXUIDFH
and its shallowness at the heart. On the surface, great
designs and an antagonism to Heaven which involved the
fate of worlds: but deep within, when every veil had been
pierced, was there, after all, nothing but a black puerility, an
aimless empty spitefulness content to sate itself with the
tiniest cruelties, as love does not disdain the smallest
kindness?
-C. S. Lewis, Perelandra
:H NQRZ IURP KLV >0LOWRQ·V@ SURVH ZRUNV WKDW KH EHOLHYHG
everything detestable to be, in the long run, also ridiculous;;
and mere Christianity commits every Christian to believing
WKDW´WKH'HYLOLV LQWKHORQJUXQ DQDVVµ:KDWZHVHH
in Satan is the horrible co-existence of a subtle and incessant
intellectual activity with an incapacity to understand
anything. This doom he has brought upon himself;; in order
to avoid seeing one thing he has, almost voluntarily,
incapacitated himself from seeing at all. And thus,
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throughout the poem, all his torments come, in a sense, at
his own bidding, and the Divine judgement might have been
H[SUHVVHGLQWKHZRUGV´WK\ZLOOEHGRQHµ+HVD\V´(YLOEH
WKRX P\ JRRGµ ZKLFK LQFOXGHV ´1RQVHQVH EH WKRX P\
VHQVHµ DQGKLVSUD\HULVJUDQWHG
-C. S. Lewis, Preface to Paradise Lost
Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil and he
will flee from you.
-James 4:7
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Politics and Religion
7KH'UDJRQ·V7ZR%HDVWV
(Revelation 13-14:1)

Two weeks ago we preached on the Ancient
Serpent, the Dragon. At the end of chapter twelve, the
Dragon is frustrated with his inability to get to the woman
and her offspring, the Church.
5HYHODWLRQ´$QGKHVWRRGRQWKHVDQGRIWKH
sea. And I saw a beast rising out of the sea, with ten horns
and seven heads, with ten diadems upon its horns and a
EODVSKHPRXVQDPHXSRQLWVKHDGVµ

REVELATION 13:1-6: And the beast that I saw
was like a leopard, its feet were like a bear's, and its
mouth was like a lion's mouth. And to it the dragon
gave his power and his throne and great authority.
One of its heads seemed to have a mortal wound, but
its mortal wound was healed, and the whole earth
followed the beast with wonder. Men worshiped the
dragon, for he had given his authority to the beast,
DQG WKH\ ZRUVKLSHG WKH EHDVW VD\LQJ ´:KR LV OLNH
WKHEHDVWDQGZKRFDQILJKWDJDLQVWLW"µ
And the beast was given a mouth uttering
haughty and blasphemous words, and it was allowed
to exercise authority for forty-two months;; it opened
its mouth to utter blasphemies against God,
blaspheming his name and his dwelling, that is, those
who dwell in heaven.
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In chapter seventeen, an angel shows up and tells
-RKQ´7KHZDWHUV\RXVDZDUHSHRSOHVDQGPXOWLWXGHVDQG
QDWLRQVDQGWRQJXHVµ+HDOVRWHOOV-RKQWKDWWKHWHQKRUQV
are ten kings that have not yet received royal power. The
seven heads are seven mountains or seven hills upon which
WKH :KRUH RI %DE\ORQ VLWV <RX·OO UHPHPEHU WKDW 5RPH LV
´WKHFLW\RQVHYHQKLOOVµ
The angel also tells John the seven heads are seven
kings. Five of these kings have already fallen, one is, and one
is yet to come. That means the Beast is alive and kicking at
the time of the Revelation.
The angel also reveals that the Beast that was and is
not is actually an eighth head, yet the whole Beast was and is
not and shall ascend out of the bottomless pit. It seems that
WKLV%HDVWMXVWZRQ·WGLHDQGVWD\GHDG,WFDQ·WEHNLOOHGE\
normal means.
At the time of the Revelation, the emperor Nero,
who was the fifth emperor of Rome, had recently died
through a self-inflicted head wound. The myth that
circulated in the Empire was that he would be back.
Whatever the case, when Nero did die in 68 A.D.,
there was mass confusion, civil unrest, and three suitors for
the throne. It appeared that the Empire was doomed . . .
until it almost miraculously revived in 69 A.D. through
Emperor Vespasian. And the peoples of the world were in
DZH DW LWV UHVLOLHQFH ,Q ZRQGHU WKH\ ZRXOG VD\ ´:KR FDQ
ILJKWDJDLQVWLW"µ
People argue about the exact identity of the heads
DQGWKH KRUQV%XWLW·VREYLRXVLI\RX VWXG\VFULSWXUHWKDW
the Beast at least refers to Babylon, Persia, and Greece . . .
the lion, the bear, and the leopard . . . who rise out of the
sea in Daniel 7. There is also a fourth beast in Daniel 7 that
has ten horns, and it appears to be Rome.
At the end of the chapter, these four beasts are
GHIHDWHG E\ RQH OLNH WKH ´6RQ RI 0DQµ FRPLQJ RQ WKH
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FORXGVWKH´$QFLHQWRI'D\Vµ<HWWKHVDLQWVZLOOVXIIHUIRU
´WLPHWLPHVDQGKDOIDWLPHµ³forty-two months. The four
beasts also take the form of a large statue in
1HEXFKDGQH]]DU·V GUHDP LQ 'DQLHO  %DE\ORQ LV WKH KHDG
and it seems that Persia is the chest, Greece is the loins, and
Rome is the legs and ten toes.
In the dream, an incredible thing happens: A rock
´QRWKHZQZLWKKXPDQKDQGVµFUDVKHVLQWRWKHWRHVRIWKH
statue! The statue crumbles, and the rock grows and grows
LQWR D JUHDW PRXQWDLQ XQWLO LW ILOOV WKH HQWLUH ZRUOG ,W·V DQ
eternal kingdom.
We know who that rock is ³ the Ancient of Days,
the Son of Man, our Lord Jesus.
It would then seem that the Beast is at least the
energy or spirit behind governments that war upon the
people of God and exalt themselves above God and His
Christ in blasphemy. They were governments like Babylon
and Medo-Persia and Greece, in the past persecuting Israel,
and at the time of the Revelation, Rome persecuting the
Church. And at the time of the Revelation there were ten
kings and a head still to come. Behind them all is the sevenheaded Dragon.
,Q WKH ZRUGV RI 3DXO ´:H EDWWOH QRW DJDLQVW IOHVK
and blood but against principalities and powers, against the
world rulers of this present darkness, against the spiritual
KRVWV RI ZLFNHGQHVV LQ WKH KHDYHQO\ SODFHVµ (SKHVLDQV
  ,Q WKH ZRUGV RI -RKQ ´:H EDWWOH DJDLQVW WKH EHDVW
IURPWKHVHDµ
In 1950, the great Dutch theologian Hendrik
Berkhof wrote a seminal book entitled Christ and the Powers.
In it he argued that Paul saw the principalities and powers as
´VWUXFWXUHV RI HDUWKO\ KXPDQ H[LVWHQFHµ ´VRFLDO IDFWVµ
´LGHRORJLHVµDQG´QDWLRQVµ7KHVHSULQFLSDOLWLHVDQGSRZHUV
were created by God, but like humanity, they had fallen.
What was designed to be good became corrupt or
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LQKDELWHGE\HYLOVR3DXOZULWHVWKDW´JRYHUQLQJDXWKRULWLHV
are instituted by God to bear the sword for the public
JRRGµ 5RPDQV +RZHYHULW·VFOHDUWKDWWKH\DUHIDOOHQ
. . and may be inhabited with evil.
:KDWHYHU \RX WKLQN DERXW DOO RI WKDW LW·V FOHDU WKDW
evil is organized. It works through governments and
LQVWLWXWLRQV DQG SHRSOHV ZKDW -RKQ FDOOV ´WKH ZRUOGµ DV
RSSRVHG WR ´WKH HDUWKµ ZKLFK VZDOORZV WKH OLHV RI WKH
Dragon.
,-RKQ´:HDUHRI*RGEXWWKHZKROHZRUOGLV
LQWKHSRZHURIWKHHYLORQHµ7KHwhole world. Yet Revelation
VD\V´-HVXVLVWKHUXOHURIWKHNLQJVRQHDUWKµ
Everything the Beast does is allowed or granted to
him. The Beast is allowed to blaspheme the name of God
and His dwelling, that is, those who dwell in heaven, that is,
us³the Church.
Rome was the Beast that blasphemed those seven
churches in Asia Minor. And Rome was the Beast that
crucified Jesus. A Roman soldier thrust a spear in His side,
and the whole world was amazed at the power of Rome. ,·YH
EHHQ DPD]HG DW WKH SRZHU RI 5RPH +DYHQ·W \RX ORRNHG
EDFN LQ KLVWRU\ DQG WKRXJKW ´+RZ RQ HDUWK GLG WKH\ UXOH
VXFKDYDVWHPSLUH"µ7KH%HDVWWKH'UDJRQDFFRUGLQJWR
John. Now Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, Rome . . . these
empires are long gone.
6RZKHUH·VWKHVHYHQ-headed Beast today? ³ Because
we still battle against the world rulers of this present
darkness.
-RKQZURWH´&KLOGUHQLWLVWKHODVWKRXUDQGDV\RX
have heard that antichrist is coming, so now many
DQWLFKULVWVKDYHFRPHµ
Well, where is he now?
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I just read an amazing little book entitled Marx and
Satan in which Richard Wurmbrand makes some fascinating
connections between Satanism and people like Joseph Stalin,
Friedrich Engles, and Karl Marx. Historians will argue about
0DU[·V LQYROYHPHQW ZLWK 6DWDQLVP EXW LW·V KDUG WR DUJXH
with the hundreds of millions of dead bodies strewn across
the twentieth century.
&RPPXQLVP·V JUHDWHVW IXU\ is against the Church.
,W·VSUHWW\FOHDU0DU[ZDVnot an atheist. He was a God-hater.
And Hitler was a God-hater, a mass murderer of the
Jews, and a violent persecutor of the Church³the Israel of
*RG ,W·V ZHOO NQRZQ WKDW +LWOHU ZDV YHU\ LQYROYHG LQ WKH
occult . . . the worship of Odin, the Thule society, Satanic
rituals . . .
In 1973, historian Trevor Ravenscroft wrote a book
entitled The Spear of Destiny. The spear is supposedly the
ODQFHZKLFKWKH5RPDQVROGLHUVWXFNLQ&KULVW·VVLGHDV+H
hung dead on the cross. There are all sorts of legends
surrounding this spear, involving rulers like Alaric (who
sacked Rome), Charlemagne, and Napoleon. The legend was
that whoever possessed the spear would be able to conquer
the world.
On March 14, 1938, Hitler annexed Austria and
obtained all the relics in the Hoffburg Museum. He ordered
that the spear be brought to Germany. In 1944, he placed it
in an underground vault. On April 30, 1945, at 2:10 p.m.
American forces took possession of that vault and the spear.
Eighty minutes later Hitler killed himself in a bunker in
Berlin. (Suicide like Nero.)
Hitler spoke of the day he first saw the spear in a
museum in Austria:
I stood there quietly gazing upon it for
several minutes quite oblivious to the scene
around me. It seemed to carry some hidden
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inner meaning which evaded me, a meaning
which I felt I inwardly knew yet could not
bring to consciousness . . . I felt as though I
myself had held it before in some earlier
century of history. That I myself had once
claimed it as my talisman of power and held
the destiny of the world in my hands . . .
7KDW·V D IUHDN\ ZHLUG VWRU\ %XW PD\EH +LWOHU was
like a horn on that horrific Beast. Historians will argue about
+LWOHU·V LQYROYHPHQW ZLWK 6DWDQLVP EXW LW·V KDUG WR DUJXH
with six million systematically mutilated and tortured
corpses!
Nazism is mostly dead. And Communism is greatly
weakened. But the Dragon and the Beast are still working.
Where? ³ Some may say the radical homosexual agenda in
Washington. And it makes you pause to think that
VRPHWKLQJOLNHDWOHDVWPLOOLRQEDELHV WKDW·VZKDWZHFDOO
them if we want WKHP´IHWXVHVµLIZHGRQ·W want them) have
been murdered or aborted in our nation since Roe vs. Wade.
%XWPD\EHWKDW·VWRRVXEWOH
In Indonesia, as we speak, Islamic Fundamentalists
DUH ZDJLQJ D ´MLKDGµ³slaughter³holy war³against
Christians on the islands of Sulawesi and Maluku. I read in
the paper this morning about the Christians in Afghanistan
who are facing execution. In Sudan, Arabs are crucifying
Christian fathers and raping and force circumcising
Christian mothers, taking their children and selling them
LQWRVODYHU\7KRXVDQGVXSRQWKRXVDQGVDQGLW·VEDUHO\
even reported in the western press.
What are we going to do about it?
This past week a friend came into my office and
wanted to talk to me about Sudan, just to make sure I knew
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about some of the things going on there. Then we asked the
TXHVWLRQ´:KDWFDQZHGRDERXWLW"µ
We talked about pressure on the government. That
would be good, because the U.S. military could utterly
REOLWHUDWH6XGDQ%XWZHGRQ·W 0D\EHWKHUHLVQRWHQRXJK
oil there, like in Kuwait and Iraq.)
We talked about the confusing politics and the role
of government and carrying the sword. We wondered,
´+RZFDQwe conquer? What can we GR"µ$QG,WKRXJKWRI
DQ DQVZHU    , WKLQN LW·V WKH ULJKW DQVZHU    EXW , ZDV
afraid to say it.
How do we conquer the Beast?

REVELATION 13:7-10: [The beast] was allowed
to make war on the saints and to conquer them.
And authority was given it over every tribe and
people and tongue and nation, and all who dwell on
earth will worship it, every one whose name has not
been written before the foundation of the world in the
book of life of the Lamb that was slain. If any one
has an ear, let him hear: If any one is to be taken
captive, to captivity he goes;; if any one slays with the
sword, with the sword must he be slain. Here is a
call for the endurance and faith of the saints.

´,I DQ\RQH LV WR EH WDNHQ FDSWLYH WR FDSWLYLW\ KH
JRHVµ7KDW·VGHVWLQ\DQGLW·V-HUHPLDK´,IDQ\RQHVOD\V
ZLWK WKH VZRUG ZLWK WKH VZRUG PXVW KH EH VODLQµ 7KDW·V
Jesus in Matthew 26:52 when He said to Peter on the night
+HZDVWDNHQRIIWREHFUXFLILHG´3XWDZD\\RXUVZRUG)RU
KHZKROLYHVE\WKHVZRUGZLOOGLHE\WKHVZRUGµ
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7KHQ WKHUH·V D FDOO IRU ´HQGXUDQFH DQG IDLWKµ ,W·V
OLNHDZDUQLQJ´%HZDUHRIZKDWWKLV%HDVWFDQGRWR\RXµ
´%HZDUH ZKHQ ILJKWLQJ WKH GUDJRQ OHVW \RX EHFRPH WKH
GUDJRQµZULWHV1LHW]VFKHRIDOOSHRSOH

REVELATION 13:11: Then I saw another beast
which rose out of the earth;; it had two horns like a
lamb and it spoke like a dragon.

This second beast comes from the earth or land, a
word that is often used to refer to Israel. In Genesis 1:1,
God forms the land from the chaotic sea. You see, the
Dragon is emulating the One on the throne. The first beast
fakes death and resurrection;; the Dragon and the two beasts
DUH OLNH D PRFN 7ULQLW\ ´$QWLFKULVWµ GRHVQ·W VLPSO\ PHDQ
´RSSRVLWH&KULVWµEXW´LPLWDWLRQ&KULVWµ³ ´PRFN&KULVWµ
Now this land beast looks like a sacrificial lamb. But
it talks like a dragon.
REVELATION 13:12-18: It exercises all the
authority of the first beast in its presence, and makes
the earth and its inhabitants worship the first beast,
whose mortal wound was healed. It works great
[amazing] signs, even making fire come down from
heaven to earth in the sight of men;; and by the signs
which it is allowed to work in the presence of the
beast, it deceives those who dwell on earth, bidding
them make an image for the beast which was
wounded by the sword and yet lived;; and it was
allowed to give breath to the image of the beast so
that the image of the beast should even speak, and to
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cause those who would not worship the image of the
beast to be slain.
:H GRQ·W NQRZ LI ´DPD]LQJ VLJQVµ LV WULFNHU\ RU GHPRQLF
powers.)

Also it causes all, both small and great, both rich
and poor, both free and slave, to be marked on the
right hand or the forehead, so that no one can buy or
sell unless he has the mark, that is, the name of the
beast or the number of its name. This calls for
wisdom: let him who has understanding reckon the
number of the beast, for it is a human number, its
number is six hundred and sixty-six.

$ ´KXPDQ QXPEHUµ ZRXOG LPSO\ WKDW WKH RWKHU
numbers in Revelation are not merely human . . . like 42 and
7 and 3 1/2. But this number we are invited to calculate. It
ZDV FRPPRQ LQ WKDW GD\ WR GR WKLV 7KHUH·V D ZDOO LQ
3RPSHLLZKHUH\RXFDQVHHJUDIILWLRQWKHZDOO´,ORYHKHU
ZKRVHQXPEHULVµ
In that day, every letter in the alphabet was assigned
a numeric value and then added together to get the number
RI WKH QDPH ´µ LV WKH QXPEHU EXW VRPH DQFLHQW
PDQXVFULSWVUHFRUG´µ(PSHURU1HUR·VQDPHLVVSHOOHG
two ways. In Hebrew, one way adds up to 666;; the other
way adds up to 616.
Emperor Nero took Christians and rolled them in
pitch, tied them to poles, and set them on fire as human
torches in the coliseum at night so he could drink and watch
as other Christians, sown in animal skins, were torn apart by
wild dogs.
After Nero killed himself with a fatal wound to the
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head, the Empire revived, and Domitian continued the
persecutions, but only worse. Persecutions were inflicted on
WKRVHZKRZRXOGQ·WERZGRZQLQZRUVKLSEHIRUHVWDWXHVRU
images of Caesar.
The Jews were officially exempt (they were an
official religion), but they would often betray Christians and
hand them over to the Roman Concilia, who enforced the
cult of the Emperor. It was especially strong in Asia Minor.
7KRVH ZKR ZRXOGQ·W ZRUVKLS WKH (PSHURU ZHUH RIWHQ
excluded from buying and selling, and they often faced
death.
However, their names were written in a book, and
they were sealed and marked by God for resurrection, just as
the others who bowed down were marked with the Beast
for destruction.
Now, if you are one of those who likes the
+ROO\ZRRG YHUVLRQ RI WKH VWRU\ DQG \RX·UH ZRUULHG DERXW
P\LQWHUSUHWDWLRQOHWPHVD\,GRQ·WNQRZWKHIXWXUH6R,
GRQ·W know what will happen in the future. Prophecies can
have many fulfillments. So if one day someone comes up to
\RX DQGDVNV ´+H\GXGHFDQ,WDWWRRWKH QXPEHU RQ
\RXUKDQGRUIRUHKHDG"µwalk away. Just say no!
, UHDOO\ KRSH LW·V WKDW REYLRXV %XW ,·P DIUDLG WKH
Dragon is probably more subtle than that. I believe the first
Beast is evil politics throughout history, and the second
%HDVWLVHYLOUHOLJLRQ'RQ·WFRPSURPLVHGRQ·WUHFHLYHWKHLU
mark. The 666 really is a human number. It is six, the
number of fallen, incomplete humanity, three times over.
So how do we know this Beast? ³ ,W·VPDUNHGZLWK
fallen humanity. It looks like religion, it looks like a lamb . . .
but listen very closely. All the talk is psychology, sociology,
DQG EXVLQHVV ,W·V DOO KXPDQ VWULYLQJ DQG SRZHU DQG SULGH
DQGWKDW·VEODVSKHP\DQGHYLO
Human politics and human religion together are
lethal.
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In Germany, they worshiped Hitler. And
&RPPXQLVP LV PRUH WKDQ SROLWLFV LW·V D UHOLJLRQ 'LG \RX
know that historically one of the most viable candidates for
Beast and antichrist has been the visible Church and the
Pope?
In the Middle Ages, the Pope was politics and
religion, and all his talk was power. He was seated in Rome
on the Seven Hills, and many were entirely immoral and
corrupt. They enforced religion with power. In the
Inquisition, thousands were systematically tortured and
burned at the stake. They ordered the crusades against the
0XVOLPV    ,VODP LQ 3DOHVWLQH    HYHQ 6XGDQ ´%HZDUH
ZKHQILJKWLQJWKHGUDJRQOHVW\RXEHFRPHWKHGUDJRQµ
Well, what about Islam? How do we conquer?
In verse seven, the Beast is allowed to make war on
the saints and conquer them. It reminds me of something
John recorded, that our Lord Jesus, absolutely drenched in
blood and crowned with thorns, stood before the Roman
JRYHUQRU 3LODWH +H VDLG ´<RX ZRXOG KDYH QR SRZHU RYHU
PH XQOHVV LW KDG EHHQ JUDQWHG \RX IURP DERYHµ +H KDG
DOUHDG\ VDLG ´0\ NLQJGRP LV QRW RI WKLV ZRUOG ,I LW ZHUH
P\VHUYDQWVZRXOGILJKWµ
This so unnerved Pilate that he sought to release
-HVXV +H VDLG WR WKH PRE ´%HKROG \RXU NLQJµ $QG WKH
chief priests who presided over the sacrificial lambs each day
in the temple, the chief priests of the land of Israel, the chief
priests who had so ardently fought against the Roman Beast,
FULHG RXW EHIRUH WKH PRE ´:H KDYH QR NLQJ EXW &DHVDUµ
Caesar³the Beast.
´%HZDUHZKHQ ILJKWLQJWKHGUDJRQ OHVW\RX EHFRPH
WKHGUDJRQµ
And so it was that the religious leaders of Israel
delivered Jesus to the Roman Beast, just as the synagogues
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in Asia delivered Christians to the Roman Concilia. Satan,
who had so earnestly desired this, delighted as the Beast
strung Christ up on that cross, and it was a Roman soldier
who thrust a spear in His side.
REVELATION 14:1: Then I looked, and lo, on
Mount Zion stood the Lamb, and with him a
hundred and forty-four thousand who had his name
and his Father's name written on their foreheads.

Jesus conquered by being conquered;; He conquered
with sacrificial love. We FRQTXHU ZLWK ´WKH EORRG RI WKH
lamb and the word of our testimony, loving not our lives
HYHQXQWRGHDWKµ
So my friend and I sat together there in my office
for a while. Having just read Revelation 13 and wondering
what we can do about Sudan and how we can conquer, I
finally said something like this:
Well, I guess maybe we could pray that God
(and it would need to be God calling people
to this) would raise up 2,000 or 3,000 white,
upper middle class, American folks who
would leave here and go to Sudan . . . sneak
across the border . . . that is, leave Laodicea
and just go sit with their brothers and sisters
in Smyrna . . . leave America and just go sit
with their brothers and sisters in Sudan. And
if the Arabs came down on them in a fury
and crucified 2,000 or 3,000 white, upper
middle class Americans in the desert, things
would change! I imagine heads would roll at
the UN. The U.S. military would be put on
´5HG$OHUWµ,EHWWKHVODYHWUDGHZRXOGVWRS
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But far, far more powerful than that,
the Gospel would be proclaimed. And
Satanic lies placed in the hearts of Muslims
dating back to the crusades when the Church
became the Beast . . . those lies might be
broken. The rider on the white horse would
ride out, and we would conquer not just
governments but human hearts.
:HOOWKDW·VMXVWDFUD]\WKRXJKW%XWWKDWis how
RXU/RUG´GLVDUPHGWKHSULQFLSDOLWLHVDQGSRZHUVDQGPDGH
DSXEOLFH[DPSOHRIWKHPWULXPSKLQJRYHUWKHPLQ&KULVWµ
,·YH FRPH WR EHOLHYH WKDW -RKQ  LV WKH NH\ WR
XQGHUVWDQGLQJWKH5HYHODWLRQ´Now is the judgment of this
world, now shall the ruler of this world be cast out;; and I
when I am lifted up from the land will draw all men to
P\VHOIµDQG+HVSRNHRI+LVFUXFLIL[LRQ
7KH ZRUG ´GUDZµ LV SUREDEO\ EHVW WUDQVODWHG
´URPDQFHµ´,ZLOOromance DOOPHQWRP\VHOIµ<RXURPDQFH
DORYHUEHFDXVHWKDW·VWKHRQO\ZD\\RXFDQJHWWKHLUKHDUWWR
surrender in freedom, the freedom of love. There is no
greater power.
The Beast and the Dragon thought they held Christ
to that cross with the power of iron nails, but they did not!
Iron nails, Beast, and Dragon were only the means purposed
before the foundation of the world. Nails, Beast, and
Dragon cannot pin the Son of God to wood. They are not
powerful enough. Only His own relentless love could ever do
a thing like that.
Believe me, one day very soon, when this world of
illusions and lies is finally burned away, we will see beyond a
shadow of a doubt that nothing is more real or powerful
WKDQORYH´)RU*RGis ORYHµVDLG-RKQ
Even now every time you pick up a cross in love, the
Enemy is exposed and his lies are disarmed. Human striving,
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the quest for power, the survival of the fittest, the race
struggle of Nazism, the class struggle of Communism, and
the self-righteous legalism of Islam is exposed as not the
GHHSHVWWUXWK,W·Vnot all that is. It infuriates the Dragon, and
LW RYHUFRPHV WKH ZRUOG ,W·V WKH ORYH RI -HVXV &KULVW RXU
Lord.
I want to leave you with a few simple things and this
practical point: We conquer not with power of human
SROLWLFV DQG UHOLJLRQ ZH FRQTXHU ZLWK WKH SRZHU RI *RG·V
romance ³ the cross, Jesus Christ and Him crucified. So
beware, my religious friends, when fighting the Dragon, lest
you become the Dragon.
Instead of marching against the radical homosexual
agenda in Washington, we support HIV CareLink and Mike
Tucker in our church. We love homosexuals with AIDS,
and if in the process we contract the disease and die, we
conquer.
I definitely vote against abortion, for government is
charged with protecting innocent lives. Government can
protect biology, but it can never conquer a heart. So vote.
But I hope we really get behind crisis pregnancy centers,
hold babies in our arms, and minister the gospel of love to
mothers who have been through the tragedy of abortion.
,·P QRW VD\LQJ SROLWLFV DQG RUJDQL]HG UHOLJLRQ KDYH
no place,·PMXVWVD\LQJWKH\KDYHQRpower . . . no real power . .
 QRSRZHUWRFRQTXHUWKH ZRUOG %XWRQ+LWOHU·V ELUWKGD\
when Rachel Scott was shot in the head by Eric Harris, the
Beast conquered Rachel, but Rachel Scott conquered the
world.
When Dietrich Bonhoeffer returned to Germany to
die with his brothers there, conquered by the Beast
Bonhoeffer conquered the world.
Remember the report from Maluku, Indonesia? As
Christians were being killed there folks kept seeing a rider
RQ D ZKLWH KRUVH :H ZRQGHU ZKDW +H·V GRLQJ +H·V
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conquering the world!
Sudan, Indonesia, Columbine ³ conquered by the
Beast, they conquer the world. Kiss the hands of an AIDS
patient in the name of Jesus, hold an unwanted baby in the
QDPH RI -HVXV PRZ \RXU JUXPS\ QHLJKERU·V ODZQ LQ
sacrificial love in the name of Jesus, and you conquer the
ZRUOG ´7KLV LV WKH YLFWRU\ WKDW FRQTXHUV WKH ZRUOG RXU
faith. Who is it that conquers the world, but he who believes
WKDW-HVXVLVWKH6RQRI*RGµ ,-RKQ 
And get this: It was precisely when the Dragon
inspired the Beast from the land and the Beast from the sea,
when the high priest in the land delivered Jesus to the
Roman governor from over the sea, precisely when God
allowed the two Beasts to conquer Christ by nailing Him to
the cross (and Christ humbled Himself even unto death) . . .
it was precisely then that our Lord conquered the world.
And it was also then that a Roman soldier stood in
IURQWRIWKHFURVVDQGORRNHGDWWKH´JORU\RI*RGVKLQLQJLQ
WKHIDFHRI&KULVWµ,ZRXOGOLNHWRWKLQNWKDWhe was the one
holding that spear of destiny and that he was the first to say,
´6XUHO\WKLVZDVWKH6RQRI*RGµ
$WWKDWPRPHQWWKDWLQFUHGLEOHURFN´QRWKHZQZLWK
KDQGVµcrashed into the Roman Empire, and it began to fall!
And the kingdoms of this world began to crumble. And that
URFNLQ1HEXFKDGQH]]DU·VGUHDPEHJDQWRJURZLQWRDJUHDW
PRXQWDLQ,W·VJURZLQJVWLOOULJKWKHUHDQGULJKWQRZ,WLVDQ
eternal kingdom, and it cannot be stopped!
It is tragic that Hitler did not know it was a spear of
GHVWLQ\%XWDOO GHVWLQ\ LV*RG·VGHVWLQ\´$QGWKLVZDVWKH
plan for the fullness of time to unite all things in Christ and
WKURXJKKLPWRUHFRQFLOHDOOWKLQJVWRKLPVHOIµ
So we conquer by being conquered with and in love.
And holding the lance, that Roman soldier was conquered
by Jesus as Jesus conquered the world. Jesus gives the world
to us (and that soldier) brand new.
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*****

Joseph Tson was a pastor in Communist Romania.
They brought him in to the Secret Police and told him to
VWRSSUHDFKLQJRUWKH\ZRXOGNLOOKLP+HVDLG´,I\RXNLOO
me my sermons will be all over the country, and they know
ZKR,DPµ
Then he looked the Secret Police captain in the eye
DQGVDLG´<RXNQRZVLU\RXUVXSUHPHZHDSRQLVNLOOLQJmy
VXSUHPH ZHDSRQ LV G\LQJµ $QG WKH\ GLGQ·W NQRZ ZKDW WR
do with him, so they let him go! He was free, not only
politically, but free in every possible way.
So, in the name of Jesus, children of God, be free. For
+HKDVRYHUFRPHWKHZRUOG,Q-HVXV·QDPHDPHQ
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Further Reading

In the first year of Belshaz'zar king of Babylon, Daniel had a
dream and visions of his head as he lay in his bed. Then he
wrote down the dream, and told the sum of the matter.
'DQLHO VDLG ´, VDZ LQ P\ YLVLRQ E\ QLJKW DQG EHKROG WKH
four winds of heaven were stirring up the great sea. And
four great beasts came up out of the sea, different from one
DQRWKHU7KHILUVWZDVOLNHDOLRQDQGKDGHDJOHV·ZLQJV7KHQ
as I looked its wings were plucked off, and it was lifted up
from the ground and made to stand upon two feet like a
man;; and the mind of a man was given to it. And behold,
another beast, a second one, like a bear. It was raised up on
one side;; it had three ribs in its mouth between its teeth;; and
LWZDVWROG¶$ULVHGHYRXUPXFK IOHVK· $IWHU WKLV ,ORRNHG
and lo, another, like a leopard, with four wings of a bird on
its back;; and the beast had four heads;; and dominion was
given to it. After this I saw in the night visions, and behold,
a fourth beast, terrible and dreadful and exceedingly strong;;
and it had great iron teeth;; it devoured and broke in pieces,
and stamped the residue with its feet. It was different from
all the beasts that were before it;; and it had ten horns. I
considered the horns, and behold, there came up among
them another horn, a little one, before which three of the
first horns were plucked up by the roots;; and behold, in this
horn were eyes like the eyes of a man, and a mouth speaking
great things. As I looked, thrones were placed and one that
was ancient of days took his seat;; his raiment was white as
snow, and the hair of his head like pure wool;; his throne was
fiery flames, its wheels were burning fire. A stream of fire
issued and came forth from before him;; a thousand
thousands served him, and ten thousand times ten thousand
stood before him;; the court sat in judgment, and the books
ZHUHRSHQHGµ
-Daniel 7:1-10
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And I saw a beast rising out of the sea, with ten horns and
seven heads, with ten diadems upon its horns and a
blasphemous name upon its heads. And the beast that I saw
was like a leopard, its feet were like a bear's, and its mouth
was like a lion's mouth. And to it the dragon gave his power
and his throne and great authority.
-Revelation 13:1-2
I stood there quietly gazing upon it for several minutes quite
oblivious to the scene around me. It seemed to carry some
hidden inner meaning which evaded me, a meaning which I
IHOW,LQZDUGO\NQHZ\HWFRXOGQRWEULQJWRFRQVFLRXVQHVV«,
felt as though I myself had held it before in some earlier
century of history. That I myself had once claimed it as my
talisman of power and held the destiny of the world in my
KDQGV«µ
-Adolph Hitler, supposedly standing before
WKH´6SHDURI'HVWLQ\µ
The hellish vapors rise and fill the brain,
Till I go mad and my heart is utterly changed.
See this sword?
The prince of darkness
Sold it to me.
For me he beats the time and gives the signs.
Ever more boldly I play the dance of death.
-Karl Marx, Spielmann (The Player) as quoted in
Marx and Satan by Richard Wurmbrand
By the cross . . . Christ abolished the slavery which, as a
result of sin, lay over our existence as a menace and an
DFFXVDWLRQ2QWKHFURVV+H´GLVDUPHGµWKH3RZHUV´PDGH
a public example of them and thereby triumphed over
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WKHPµ+HPDGHDSXEOLFH[DPSOHRIWKHP,WLVSUHFLVHO\
in the crucifixion that the true nature of the Powers has
come to light. Previously they were accepted as the most
basic and ultimate realities, as the gods of the world. Never
had it been perceived, nor could it have been perceived, that
this belief was founded on deception. . . . The Pharisees,
personifying piety, crucified Him in the name of piety.
Pilate, representing Roman justice and law, shows what
these are worth when called upon to do justice to the Truth
+LPVHOI2EYLRXVO\´QRQHRIWKHUXOHUVRIWKLVDJHµZKROHW
WKHPVHOYHV EH ZRUVKLSSHG DV GLYLQLWLHV XQGHUVWRRG *RG·V
ZLVGRP ´IRU KDG WKH\ NQRZQ WKH\ ZRXOG QRW KDYH
FUXFLILHG WKH /RUG RI JORU\µ , &RU   1RZ WKH\ DUH
unmasked as false gods by their encounter with Very God;;
they are made a public spectacle. Thus Christ has
´WULXPSKHG RYHU WKHPµ 7KH XQPDVNLQJ LV DFWXDOO\ DOUHDG\
their defeat.
-Hendrik Berkhof
Beware when fighting the dragon lest you become the
dragon.
-Friedrich Nietzsche
His objective is to persuade people not to believe in him or,
failing that, to focus attention on his agenda, diverting our
DWWHQWLRQ IURP *RG·V DJHQGD DQG KLV PRUH LPSRUWDQW
REMHFWLYHV :RUVW RI DOO 6DWDQ SUHIHUV XV WR PDUU\ *RG·V
DJHQGDZLWKKLVWDFWLFV,WLV6DWDQ·VXOWLPDWHYLFWRU\7ZR
decades after conservative Christians charged into the
political arena, bringing new voters and millions of dollars
with them in hopes of transforming the culture through
political power, it must now be acknowledged that we have
failed. . . . The aphrodisiac of political power descended on
Lynchburg, Virginia, with the impact of an asteroid. Politics
was a better means to noble ends than the hard and often
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invisible efforts mandated by Scripture. Who wanted to ride
into the capital on the back of an ass when one could go
first class in a private jet and be picked up and driven
around in a chauffeured limousine?
-Cal Thomas, Blinded by Night
%XWDVORQJDVWKLVZRUOGODVWVDQG&KULVW·V&KXUFKLVLQLWLW
is to be a militant Church. Although it has the promise that
the gates of hell shall not prevail against it, woe to the
Christian Church when it is triumphant in this world, for
then it is not the Church that has triumphed but the world. .
. . Did he not come into the world in order to suffer;; is not
that what he called being triumphant?
-Soren Kierkegaard
Collaboration with power, whether Communist or not, is
always ruinous for the church. If the church exists, if it is to
have legitimacy in the eyes of the people, it must always
stand erect as a counter-power to political power.
-Jacques Ellul
7KHQ-HVXVVDLGWRKLP´3XW\RXUVZRUGEDFNLQWRLWVSODFH
IRUDOOZKRWDNHWKHVZRUGZLOOSHULVKE\WKHVZRUGµ
-Matthew 26:52
As historian Garry Wills says, the first nation to separate
Christianity from government produced perhaps the most
religious nation on earth.
-Philip Yancey
´$QG , ZKHQ , DP OLIWHG XS IURP WKH HDUWK ZLOO GUDZ DOO
PHQWRP\VHOIµ
-John 12:32
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So the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first, and of
the other who had been crucified with him;; but when they
came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did not
break his legs. But one of the soldiers pierced his side with a
spear, and at once there came out blood and water. He who
saw it has borne witness--his testimony is true, and he
knows that he tells the truth--that you also may believe. For
these things took place that the scripture might be fulfilled,
´1RW D ERQH RI KLP VKDOO EH EURNHQµ $QG DJDLQ DQRWKHU
VFULSWXUH VD\V ´7KH\ VKDOO ORRN RQ KLP ZKRP WKH\ KDYH
SLHUFHGµ
-John 19:32-37
´$QG , ZLOO SRXU RXW RQ WKH KRXVH RI 'DYLG DQG WKH
inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of compassion and
supplication, so that, when they look on him whom they
have pierced, they shall mourn for him, as one mourns for
an only child, and weep bitterly over him, as one weeps over
a first-born. On that day the mourning in Jerusalem will be
as great as the mourning for Hadadrim'mon in the plain of
Megid'do. The land shall mourn, each family by itself;; the
family of the house of David by itself, and their wives by
themselves;; the family of the house of Nathan by itself, and
their wives by themselves;; the family of the house of Levi by
itself, and their wives by themselves;; the family of the
Shim'e-ites by itself, and their wives by themselves;; and all
the families that are left, each by itself, and their wives by
themselves. On that day there shall be a fountain opened for
the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem to
FOHDQVHWKHPIURPVLQDQGXQFOHDQQHVVµ
-Zechariah 12:10-13:1
And when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that he
WKXVEUHDWKHGKLVODVWKHVDLG´7UXO\WKLVPDQZDVWKH6RQ
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RI*RGµ

-Mark 15:39

Revelation on TV
And the Bride Sings of Home
(Revelation 14:1-13a)
Last week we preached on Revelation 13. We
preached that the Beast from the sea and the Beast from the
land are idolatrous politics and religion. They are
principalities and powers, evil that somehow inhabits and
uses the systems and administrations of this world.
We preached that at the time of the Revelation, the
Beast from the sea took the form of the Roman Empire.
And the Beast from the land took the form of the Roman
Concilia (the counsel that enforced emperor worship) and
also the form of the chief priests of Israel who crucified
Christ.
These two beasts, idolatrous politics and idolatrous
religion, together are especially lethal.
*DU\ :LOOV ZURWH RI WKH 8QLWHV 6WDWHV ´7KH ILUVW
nation to separate Christianity from government produced
SHUKDSVWKHPRVWUHOLJLRXVQDWLRQRQHDUWKµ7KDW·VDSUHWW\
fascinating statement, and perhaps it means that we have
done better as a country battling those two beasts than most
any other country in history.
/DVWZHHNZHDVNHG´:KHUH·VWKH%HDVWWRGD\"µ:H
talked about Hitler and the Nazis;; we talked about Marx and
Communism. America did very well, it seems to me, against
those beasts. The American government wielded the sword
with a wisdom and restraint far greater than other countries.
:HGLGQ·Woccupy their land.
7KH$PHULFDQ&KXUFKGLGQ·WUHO\RQSRZHUVRPXFK
as preached the Gospel, it seems to me. And even the
American economy blessed its enemies . . . with the Marshall
Plan, for instance. And now Japan is our ally. Now those
two beasts of Nazism and Communism are mostly gone or
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dying.

Then last week we talked about Islam, Afghanistan,
and Indonesia. We talked about the atrocities in the Sudan
where, according to some accounts, 6 million have already
been slaughtered, many of them crucified in the deserts of
Sudan by Islamic fundamentalists.
The American government could probably do
VRPHWKLQJLIZHZHUHQ·WWRRFRQFHUQHGDERXWWKHHFRQRPLFV
of oil. We could probably do something, but not as much as
you think. Governments can keep people breathing a few
more years in this fallen world, but governments cannot
keep anybody out of Hell.
However, last week we preached that the American
Church just might be able to do something immense and
eternal . . . sacrificially love Sudan . . . maybe even some
folks crucified in the deserts of Sudan with their brothers
and sisters in the Church there . . . and things would change.
For we hold the power of God, the romance of God, Jesus
Christ and Him crucified. We conquer by being conquered
in and with love.
Last Tuesday morning as I was getting dressed, I
thought maybe all this talk of Revelation and the Beast and
Islam was just too far away and too unreal. So I thought this
ZHHN ,·G MXVW EULQJ LW KRPH    WDON DERXW KRZ ZH·UH QRW
only to die as martyrs in places like Sudan, but in places like
your marriage . . . and your budget . . . and what videos you
GRDQGGRQ·WEULQJKRPHIURP\RXUORFDO%ORFNEXVWHU7KDW
LVHYHU\WLPH\RX·UHREHGLHQWLQIDLWKWR-HVXV\RXGLHWRVLQ
and you die to this world.
, WKRXJKW PD\EH ,·G EULQJ LW KRPH EHFDXVH WKH
Revelation can just seem so unreal, apocalyptic, distant, and
irrelevant. That was Tuesday morning right before my sister
/\GLD FDOOHG DQG VDLG ´3HWHU DQG 6XVDQ \RX RXJKW WR WXUQ
RQ\RXU79µ:KHQ,WXUQHGLWRQ,VDZZKDW\RXVDZ
One of the World Trade Center towers was
billowing with smoke, a huge, gaping wound in the side.
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Then another airplane;; then another tower on fire;; then a
report that one of the towers had fallen. Then, all at once,
before my eyes on live TV, I saw the other tower crumble all
WKH ZD\ WR WKH JURXQG 7KHQ WKH SLFWXUH WKDW , GRQ·W WKLQN
,·OOHYHUIRUJHW7KHUHVHDWHGRQWKHZDWHUZDV/DG\/LEHUW\
KROGLQJKHUWRUFKIDFLQJWKHHDVWDVLIEHFNRQLQJ´*LYHPH
your tired, your poor, your huddled masses longing to
EUHDWKH IUHHµ /DG\ /LEHUW\ DQG EHKLQG KHU WKH JUHDW FLW\
the United Nations, Wall Street . . . the great city billowing
with fire and smoke, the World Trade Center fallen to the
ground.
At that point, the Revelation seemed relevant. And as
I began to read it, it was so relevant it just about took my
breath away. God is telling His story³telling history.
, QHHG WR WHOO \RX WKDW , GRQ·W WKLQN ,·G SUHDFK WKLV
VHUPRQWKLVPRUQLQJLI,ZHUHLQ1HZ<RUN$QGLW·VJRLQJ
to be hard here, because so many stories are happening at
once. So many stories, so many emotions, but Jesus is in
every story.
So if you came here this morning overwhelmed with
sorrow over a particular story . . . someone you knew in
New York, a child that will go to bed weeping tonight
EHFDXVH KH ZRQ·W VHH KLV PRP RU GDG DJDLQ LQ WKLV ZRUOG
ORYHUVWKDWZRQ·WNLVVDJDLQLI\RX·UHRYHUZKHOPHGZLWK
sorrow, I need to remind you: Jesus is in New York.
+H·VLQ1HZ<RUNULJKWQRZVXIIHULQJDQGZHHSLQJ
and conquering. I praise Him that He loves New York and
every fatherless child in that city far more than I am even
DEOH WR EHJLQ WR FRPSUHKHQG $QG LQ HYHU\ SHUVRQ +H·V
telling His story of love for them. Each one of those stories
is utterly unique, and I, Peter Hiett, do not know it.
+H·V DOVR WHOOLQJ D VWRU\ RI JRYHUQPHQWV HPSLUHV
principalities, and powers . . . an apocalypse (a revelation) of
-HVXVFRQTXHULQJWKHZRUOG6LQFHZH·UHLQ'HQYHUDQGQRW
LQ 1HZ <RUN DQG VLQFH ZH·UH SUHDFKLQJ WKURXJK WKH
Revelation, I think we need to start asking the question
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´:KDWGRHVLWPHDQ"µ$QGLI\RXUVRUURZKDVJLYHQZD\WR
DQJHUZHKDGEHWWHUDVN´:KDWGRHVLWPHDQ"µ
This week I was angry. I really believe that the
United States of America is the greatest nation that this
world has ever seen.
I love my country. There is no other country in
which I would rather live.
, ORYH P\ JRYHUQPHQW DQG LW·V PLOLWDU\ ,·OO QHYHU
forget a moment in Romania when my previously tortured
and persecuted friend Peter Dugulescu rolled up his
VKLUWVOHHYH DQG VKRZHG PH KLV VFDUV +H VDLG ´%URWKHU
3HWHU LI LW ZDVQ·W IRU SUHVVXUH IURP \RXU JRYHUQPHQW RQ
PLQH,ZRXOGEHGHDGµ
I love free market capitalism. I think it is the most
godly system. Its roots are in John Calvin, reformed
theology, and the Bible. It takes the image of God seriously
and allows us to love people and love God with our
resources, like they did in Acts 2 when they sold everything
and shared all that they had in common, not because they
had to, but because they wanted to.
, ORYH OLEHUW\ ,·YH VSHQWWLPH RYHUVHDV DQG , NQRZ
that freedom comes with a price. I know this sounds strange
WR\RX LI\RX KDYHQ·WWUDYHOHGPXFKEXWHYHQ P\IUHHGRP
to choose soft drinks at 7-11 is an ideal that has its roots in
the Gospel of Christ and is paid for with blood.
,ORYH$PHULFDDQG,ORYH*HRUJH%XVK,·PWKULOOHG
that he called a Day of Prayer and quoted scripture, and with
KLP,ORQJIRUMXVWLFHDQGMXGJPHQW´0DNHQRPLVWDNH7KH
U.S. will hunt down and punish those responsible for these
FRZDUGO\DFWVµ
So I felt angry. As one expert in terrorism put it,
´7KLVVWUXFNDWWKHKHDUWRI$PHULFDRXUPLOLWDU\SRZHUDQG
RXUHFRQRPLFSRZHUµAngry. And I have wanted to conquer
the Beast.
5HYHODWLRQ  ´>7KH %HDVW@ ZDV DOORZHG WR PDNH
68

ZDURQWKHVDLQWVDQGWRFRQTXHUWKHPµ
5HYHODWLRQ  ´+HUH LV D FDOO IRU WKH HQGXUDQFH
DQGIDLWKRIWKHVDLQWVµ
6RPHWLPHV6FULSWXUHLVMXVWWRRVWLQNLQ·relevant. :H·G
rather listen to illusion, to CNN. But where are you going to
get your meaning this week? CNN or Jesus? They do not sing
the same song.

REVELATION 14:1-5: Then I looked, and lo, on
Mount Zion stood the Lamb, and with him a
hundred and forty-four thousand who had his name
and his Father's name written on their foreheads.
And I heard a voice from heaven like the sound of
many waters and like the sound of loud thunder;; the
voice I heard was like the sound of harpers playing
on their harps, and they sing a new song before the
throne and before the four living creatures and before
the elders. No one could learn that song except the
hundred and forty-four thousand who had been
redeemed from the earth. It is these who have not
defiled themselves with women, for they are chaste;; it
is these who follow the Lamb wherever he goes;; these
have been redeemed from mankind as first fruits for
God and the Lamb, and in their mouth no lie was
found, for they are spotless.
They conquer by being conquered in love.
They conquer the Ancient Dragon while being
conquered by his Beast.
7KH\FRQTXHUE\WKH´EORRGRIWKHODPEDQGWKHZRUG
of their testimony, loving not their lives even unto
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GHDWKµ
They conquer by following the Lamb wherever He goes.
He goes to a cross.
They conquer, and they are us.
:H DUH OLNH ´ILUVW IUXLWV UHGHHPHG IURP WKH
HDUWKµ -DPHV   :H DUH WKH &KXUFK PLOLWDQW 
sealed servants of God, the Israel of God, 12 tribes x 12
divisions, each soldier devoted to war so figuratively celibate
OLNHWKHDQFLHQW,VUDHOLWHV 7KDW·VZK\8ULDKZRXOGQRWVOHHS
with Bathsheba.)
But most importantly, we are undefiled by idolatry.
In scripture, idolatry is whoredom.
:H DUH WKRVH LQ +HEUHZV  ZKR ´KDYH FRPH WR
Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly
Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, and
to the assembly of the first-born who are enrolled in heaven,
and to a judge who is God of all, and to the spirits of just
men made perfect, and to Jesus, the mediator of a new
covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks more
JUDFLRXVO\WKDQWKHEORRGRI$EHOµ
We conquer by the blood of the Lamb. We conquer
with the power of the cross, the romance of God, even
dying for our very enemies.
7KDW LV ODVW ZHHN·V VHUPRQ $QG \RX ´DPHQ-HGµ LW
$QGLW·V-HVXVLQ0DWWKHZ´/RYH\RXUHQHPLHVµ DQG+H
VKRZHG XV ZKDW ORYH ZDV  ´DQG SUD\ IRU WKRVH ZKR
SHUVHFXWH\RXµ
But my guess is many of you might prefer another
VFULSWXUHWKLVPRUQLQJ+RZDERXWWKLVRQH´:KHQ\RXILQG
the unfaithful strike off their head till you have made a great
VODXJKWHU DPRQJ WKHPµ 'R \RX OLNH WKDW RQH" ,W·V
Muhammad . . . the Koran, Sura 47.
You see, the Dragon is trying to get you to convert.
´%HZDUH ZKHQ ILJKWLQJ WKH GUDJRQ OHVW \RX EHFRPH WKH
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GUDJRQµ
Jesus is also trying to get you to convert, to get
everyone to convert. Islam has made great inroads into our
country in the last thirty years largely as a response to racism
upon the children of black slaves, and also as a response to
consumerism, pornography, and immorality³´$PHULFDQ
(FRQRPLF,GRODWULHVµ
But today Muslims are having an identity crisis, for
just like at the cross, the Beast has exposed himself in
YLROHQFH0XVOLPVDUHDVNLQJ´,VWKLVZKDW,VODPOHDGVWR"µ
Read the Koran;; the answer is yes.
7KH\ DUH DOVR DVNLQJ DQRWKHU TXHVWLRQ ZKLOH WKH\·UH
ORRNLQJ DW XV ´:KDW GRHV &KULVWLDQLW\ OHDG WR"µ ,I ZH
UHWDOLDWH LQ NLQG , GRXEW WKH\·OO UHDG WKH %LEOH 7KH\·OO MXVW
UHDGXVDQGVD\´:HOOLW·VMXVWWKHVDPHROGVRQJµ
Philip Yancey faxed me a letter e-mailed to him last
:HGQHVGD\ ,W·V IURP D FRQIXVHG DQG IULJKWHQHG 3DNLVWDQL
PDQOLYLQJLQWKH6WDWHVTXHVWLRQLQJKLVIDLWK,·OOTXRWHMXVW
a portion:
As I have read the Koran recently and its
explanations, and the life history of prophet
Muhammad, I have found out that the
concept of political domination by force is
very prevalent in it. And the terrible tragedy
that happened yesterday in this country, to
me it seems the logical outcome of the
WHDFKLQJV ZKLFK WHOO \RX LW·V RN WR UHSO\ LQ
kind, which says you are duty bound to
enforce the will of God through warfare if
necessary. I could be wrong here in my
RSLQLRQ EXW , WKLQN WKDW·V ZKDW KDSSHQV
ZKHQ \RX WU\ WR HQIRUFH *RG·V ZLOO LQ WKLV
earthly world rather than believing that your
kingdom is not of this world but of the other
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world.
That sounds familiar. He then laments being forced
WRUHWXUQWR3DNLVWDQZKHUHLW·VLOOHJDOWRFRQYHUW ³ people
die for it there. But Lady Liberty is sending him back in a
year. We know ZK\ ,W·V WKH HFRQRPLFV RI LPPLJUDWLRQ +H
continues:
, FDQ·W LPDJLQH JRLQJ EDFN WR 3DNLVWDQ ,W
would be just impossible. But how would I
manage to stay here in this country? Do you
think there is a way? Do you think I would
find loving and open-minded friends in the
church?
Technically he could be the Bride of Christ. The Bride
LVKLGGHQLQWKHSHRSOHRIWKHZRUOG´%HZDUHZKHQILJKWLQJ
WKHGUDJRQOHVW\RXEHFRPHWKHGUDJRQµ
Thursday night at Small Group, we were talking
about all this, and my friend Mark got frustrated and said,
´:HOO 3HWHU ZKDW GR \RX WKLQN -HVXV ZRXOG GR LI +H ZDV
SUHVLGHQW"µ 7KDW·VDJRRGTXHVWLRQ $QG, did know. I said,
´+H·G UHVLJQµ ,Q -RKQ  WKH SHRSOH RSSUHVVHG E\ WKH
Roman Beast) come and try to take Jesus by force and make
him president (king). And Jesus runs away.
,W·V QRW WKDW -HVXV FRXOG QRW FRQTXHU 5RPH ZLWK
power³Satan had already tempted Him with that in the
wilderness³LW·VWKDW+HVRZDQWHGWRFRQTXHURomans with
love and crush the Dragon. So He rode into Jerusalem, the
great city, as a king in order to hang on a cross.
/HW PH UHSKUDVH WKH TXHVWLRQ ´:KDW VKRXOG WKH
SUHVLGHQW GR"µ 0\ KRQHVW DQVZHU LV ´, GRQ·W NQRZµ ,·P
JODGKHQDPHV-HVXVDVKLV/RUG%XW,GRQ·WNQRZ
,VXSSRVHKHVKRXOG´ZLHOGWKHVZRUGRXWRIIDLWKIXO
REHGLHQFHWR*RGµMXVWOLNHDSROLFHPDQRUDVHFXULW\JXDUG
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7KDW·VWKHUROHRIJRYHUQPHQWLQ5RPDQV,W·VWKHUROHRI
SURWHFWLQJSHRSOH·VSK\VLFDOZHOO-being.
Presidents can do that, a bit. But a guy named
George who loves Jesus . . . he can do so much more. He can
go on national TV and weep for New Yorkers and children
in Afghanistan. He can weep like Jesus wept over the city of
Jerusalem before it killed Him. He can sing a different song.
,ORYHRXUJRYHUQPHQW,MXVWFDQ·WNLGP\VHOIWKDWLW
can preach the Gospel with guns, as if the kingdom were a
kingdom of this world. In Revelation 14, the 144,000
unharmed, slaughtered saints of God³the army of God³
sing a different song on Mount Zion.
REVELATION 14:6-7: Then I saw another angel
flying in midheaven, with an eternal gospel to
proclaim to those who dwell on earth, to every nation
and tribe and tongue and people;; and he said with a
ORXG YRLFH ´)HDU *RG DQG JLYH KLP JORU\ IRU WKH
hour of his judgment has come;; and worship him who
made heaven and earth, the sea and the fountains of
ZDWHUµ
´7KH 86 ZLOO KXQW GRZQ DQG SXQLVK WKRVH
UHVSRQVLEOHµ
Well, we may incarcerate, and we may kill the
SHUSHWUDWRUVEXW´WKRVHUHVSRQVLEOHµ"+DYH\RXUHDGZKHUH
Osama bin Laden got his training? ³ the CIA in
Afghanistan, where they were teaching him to fight the
Dragon, the Communist Beast.
Do you really want to trace financial responsibility?
Do you know where he got his 300 million dollars? ³ From
$PHULFDQVEX\LQJJDV,·PMXVWVD\LQJWKDWYHQJHDQFHLVQRW
VR HDV\ WR GLVSHQVH $QG LI ZH WU\ WKH TXHVW IRU ´WKRVH
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UHVSRQVLEOHµZLOOWDNHXVULJKWWRRXURZQOLYLQJURRPVDQG
all the way back to a garden and a snake. And we will end up
condemning our own mother³our species³in Hell. Hell . .
 XQOHVV ZH KHDU WKH *RVSHO VRQJ WKH ´KRXU RI +LV
MXGJPHQWµ
What you do with Jesus on that cross is your judgment.
-RKQ´Now LVWKHMXGJPHQWRIWKLVZRUOGµ,I\RX
trust judgment to Christ and believe He bore your judgment
for you, if you believe His forgiveness and likewise forgive,
you will go to Heaven. If not, you can dispense justice, and
you can bear judgment;; you can go to Hell. Next verse . . .
REVELATION 14:8-13a: Another angel, a second,
IROORZHGVD\LQJ´)DOOHQIDOOHQLV%DE\ORQWKHJUHDW
she who made all nations drink the wine of her
LPSXUHSDVVLRQµ
And another angel, a third, followed them,
VD\LQJ ZLWK D ORXG YRLFH ´,I DQ\ RQH ZRUVKLSV WKH
beast and its image, and receives a mark on his
forehead or on his hand, he also shall drink the wine
of God's wrath, poured unmixed into the cup of his
anger, and he shall be tormented with fire and
sulphur in the presence of the holy angels and in the
presence of the Lamb. And the smoke of their
torment goes up for ever and ever;; and they have no
rest, day or night, these worshipers of the beast and
its image, and whoever receives the mark of its
QDPHµ
Here is a call for the endurance of the
saints, those who keep the commandments of God
and the faith of Jesus.
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7KDW·V you7KLVLVQ·WMXVW DERXWVRPH ZHLUGEL]DUUH
,VUDHOLWHDUP\VRPHZKHUHRIILQWKHGLVWDQWIXWXUHLW·VDERXW
youLW·VDERXWus . . . right now.
$QG , KHDUG D YRLFH IURP KHDYHQ VD\LQJ ´:ULWH
this: Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord
KHQFHIRUWKµ
´+DSS\µ ´EOHVVHGµ    WKH\ DUH WKH FRQTXHULQJ
FRQTXHUHGVDLQWVVLQJLQJZLWK-HVXVRQ0RXQW=LRQ$QGLW·V
QRW MXVW D SLFWXUH RI ´SLH LQ WKH VN\ E\ DQG E\µ KHDYHQ
invades now LQ &KULVW E\ IDLWK ´:H KDYH FRPH WR 0RXQW
=LRQµ +HEUHZV   7KHVH DUH VXIIHULQJ VDLQWV G\LQJ ZLWK
Christ even now.
So how can they sing like that when the world lies in
ruin? Fearless, as if no terrorist act could ever terrorize
them? As if there is nothing in this world that could harm
them?
In verse eight, an angel flies through declaring,
´)DOOHQ IDOOHQ LV %DE\ORQ WKH JUHDW 6KH PDGH DOO QDWLRQV
GULQN WKH ZLQH RI KHU LPSXUH SDVVLRQµ +HU IDOO LVQ·W
GHVFULEHG XQWLO FKDSWHU HLJKWHHQ EXW PD\EH VKH·V DOUHDG\
fallen in the hearts of these singing saints. So she no longer
KDV DQ\ PRUH SRZHU RYHU WKHP ´LQ WKLV ZRUOG EXW QRW RI
WKLVZRUOGµ
,W·VVWUDQJH:H$PHULFDQVORYHWRWDONDQGZULWH
about the Beast and the Antichrist, yet we hardly ever
mention the great Whore. She takes up more space in the
ERRN 6KH·V DQRWKHU RQH RI WKHVH ´SULQFLSDOLWLHV DQG
SRZHUVµOLNHWKH%HDVW,QIDFWLQFKDSWHUVHYHQWHHQZHILQG
she sits RQWKH%HDVWRUSROLWLFDOSRZHU´$OOWKHNLQJVRIWKH
earth have fornicated with her, and all the peoples of the
ZRUOGDUHGUXQNZLWKWKHZLQHRIWKDWIRUQLFDWLRQµ
It becomes clear that the Whore, here in the
Revelation, is the economy and culture of Rome. The angel
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WHOOV-RKQVKHLVWKH´JUHDWFLW\µZKLFKKDVGRPLQLRQ´RYHU
WKH NLQJVRIWKHHDUWKµ6KHLV5RPH EXWDOVR%DE\ORQDQG
Egypt and Sodom. She is the global economy that thrives
under an empire due to free trade. The kings of the earth
hate KHUEHFDXVHRIKHUSRZHURYHUWKHP%XWWKH\·UHLQEHG
with her, for they want her pleasures. She is world economy.
%XW DQ HFRQRP\ LVQ·W QHFHVVDULO\ FRUUXSW 7KHUH LV
another economy in the Revelation as well, the economy of
the New Jerusalem, which is the people of God and also the
great Bride of Christ.
As a husband, you are to give your life (your seed) to
your bride in order to bear fruit (life). But Satan tempts you
to give your seed (your life) to whores in order to bear
death. In Revelation, the kings of the earth are playing the
Whore rather than loving the Bride.
Men lust after whores, sleep with them, and then
hate them and hate themselves. Men lust after idols, worship
them, and then destroy them and destroy themselves. Men
turn the economy into an idol, go to bed with it, become
enslaved to it, and then they hate it and it kills them.
The Beast and the kings fornicate with the Whore,
and then in Revelation 17:16, they hate the Whore . . .
GHVRODWHWKH:KRUHEXUQKHUZLWKILUH6DWDQ·VNLQJGRP
devours itself.
So the Whore of Babylon appears to be an
LGRODWURXV ZRUOG HFRQRP\ ,Q 5HYHODWLRQ VKH·V SLFWXUHG DV
the goddess Roma or Cybelle, seated on the waters and
6HYHQ +LOOV 1RW WKH ´*UHDW 0RWKHUµ JRGGHVV EXW WKH
´PRWKHU RI ZKRUHV DQG HDUWK·V DERPLQDWLRQVµ DQG WKH
merchants (traders) of the earth have grown rich with the
wealth of her wantonness.
If she were around today where would she be? We
asked that about the Beast last week. If she were around
today . . .
, EHW VKH·G try WR EH VHDWHG LQ WKH ZRUOG·V ULFKHVW
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economy and most influential city.

I bet the nations would be united around her,
addicted to her intoxications (dependent on her), yet
deeply resenting her.
, EHW VKH·G VHOO KHU JRRGV ZLWK EODVSKHPLHV
promising cars could save your soul and blue jeans
could give you an identity.
, EHW VKH·G EH WKH OHDGLQJ SURGXFHU DQG GLVWULEXWRU
of pornography worldwide³whoredom.
,EHWVKH·GFRQVXPHWKHYDVWPDMRULW\RIWKHZRUOG·V
resources, rich and fat while the world starves.
, EHW VKH·G EH GHIHQGHG E\ SHRSOH WKDW SUHDFK IUHH
WUDGH ZKLFK LV JRRG  EXW WKH\·G XVH WKHLU IUHHGRP
as a license for evil. And even though freedom
would be the song, it would be idolatrous freedom,
placed above God who is love. So human life would
QR ORQJHU EH VDFUHG DQG LW ZRXOGQ·W VXUSULVH PH LI
much of her wealth had been built on the backs of
slaves (Revelation 18:13).
Sometimes I think we Americans are pretty stupid to
worry about the Beast. The odds, even now, of your being
killed in a terrorist attack are remarkably slim. But maybe we
RXJKWWREHDELWRQJXDUGDJDLQVWWKH:KRUHDQGZKDWVKH·V
XSWR6KH·VVHGXFWLYHDQGLQ5HYHODWLRQWKHSHRSOHRI
God are seduced by her.
,I,ZDVD3DOHVWLQLDQ$UDE&KULVWLDQNLG ZKLFK,·PQRW
but if), and I was living in the West Bank last Tuesday and
UHDGLQJWKH5HYHODWLRQ,WKLQN,·GVHH2VDPDELQ/DGHQDV
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the Beast in bed with the Whore, dependent on the Whore
for his 300 million, yet hating the Whore . . .
7KHQ , ZRXOGQ·W KHOS EXW QRWLFH WKH %HDVW IOHZ KLV
planes right into the World Trade Center next to Wall Street
and the United Nations . . .
,·GZDWFKWKHPIDOODQGEXUQEHKLQGDVWDWXHRIDZRPDQ
KROGLQJ D WRUFK ZKLFK ,·G OHDUQ ZDV D JLIW IURP )UDQFH
reminiscent of the Goddess of Reason from the French
Revolution and Republic, and also patterned after the
Mother Goddess by Augustus Bartholdi, its sculptor. (Seven
horns are the seven seas and the torch symbolizes
enlightenment.)
I must confess that as a poor, oppressed, Palestinian
NLG,·G EHWHPSWHGWR dance . . . not because American
children, mothers, and fathers lay dying³they would be
abstractions to me at that point³but because the Whore
KDG IDOOHQ ,·G EH WHPSWHG WR GDQFH NLQG RI OLNH \RX ZHUH
tempted to dance at the end of the Persian Gulf War . . . not
because Iraqi children, moms, and dads were burning in the
desert³at that point they were abstractions to you³but
because the Beast had been mortally wounded.
Listen closely: I did not say the Statue of Liberty is the
Whore of Babylon. Idols only have power if you idolize
WKHP6RGRQ·WJHWKXQJXSRQWULYLDOLWLHV ,I\RXZDQWZH
can take a fire hose, baptize her, and call her the Church
holding the light of Christ.)
But understand this: Our statue of liberty is not a
ZRPDQ KROGLQJ D WRUFK RI HQOLJKWHQPHQW EHFNRQLQJ ´JLYH
PH\RXUWLUHG\RXUSRRU\RXUKXGGOHGPDVVHVµ7KDWLVDQ
idol. No government, no religious system, no economy can
give you liberty. Our statue of liberty is a cross. And the Spirit
FULHV´&RPHWRPHDOO\RXZKRDUHZHDU\DQGKHDY\ODGHQ
DQG,ZLOOJLYH\RXUHVWµ
How can the saints sing when the world is in ruins?
³ 7KH\·UH IUHH IURP WKLV ZRUOG DQG EHORQJ WR DQRWKHU
7KDW·VOLEHUW\WKDW·VUHVW$QGRQO\*RGFDQJLYHLWWR\RX
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And I did not say the World Trade Center or Wall
Street or the people in the Trade Center were the Whore of
Babylon. Every one of them is a priceless treasure for whom
RXU/RUGGLHGRQDFURVVLQRUGHUWRVDYHWKHP'RQ·W\RX
slander my sermon.
And I did not say America is the Whore of Babylon.
But I will say this: She is seduced by her and infected with
her demons (Revelation 18:2).
7KDW H[SHUW RQ WHUURULVP VDLG ´7KH\·YH VWUXFN WKH
KHDUW RI $PHULFD RXU PLOLWDU\ DQG RXU HFRQRP\µ ,I RXU
PLOLWDU\ LV RXU KHDUW VD\ ´KHOORµ WR WKH %HDVW $QG LI RXU
economy is our heart, we have the heart of a whore. And if
you turn your country into a whore, you will hate her. How
dare you pledge allegiance to the flag before you pledge
allegiance to the cross!
,W·V WLPH WR ORYH $PHULFD DV ZH QHYHU KDYH EHIRUH
$QGZKDWLV$PHULFD"7R*RGVKH·VGHDUO\EHORYHGSHRSOH
And what is her heart? God wants to give her a new heart.
May her heart be Christ. And how will He give her that
heart? Not through government, not through some religious
program, not through the economy, but through you³the
saints³singing the new song on Mount Zion. No one else
in Heaven and on earth can sing it but you.
<RXUOLIHWKHVRQJRI*RG·VJUDFHRYHU\RX
Amazing grace: I was guilty as Hell and God bled
for me.
So romance the Bride;; sing the song to the Bride;; tell
KHU ZKR VKH LV 6KH·V KLGGHQ LQ WKH SHRSOH WKH ´1HZ
-HUXVDOHP FRPLQJ GRZQµ %XW \RX FDQQRW URPDQFH WKH
%ULGH \RX FDQQRW ORYH \RXU FRXQWU\ LI \RX·UH LQ EHG ZLWK
the Whore.
At the fall of Babylon in chapter eighteen, a voice
FULHV IURP +HDYHQ    LW·V WKH YRLFH RI RXU /RUG DQG +H
FULHV´&RPHRXWRIKHUP\SHRSOH&RPHRXWµ'R\RXJHW
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the picture? In scripture, when a man goes into a woman,
VKHJHWVSUHJQDQW7KHYRLFHLVFU\LQJ´6WRSJLYLQJ\RXUOLIH
WRWKH:KRUH6WRSJLYLQJ\RXUKHDUWWRWKH:KRUHµ
Give your heart to the Bride and bear the fruit of the
kingdom. Stop spending your life, your heart, your passions,
your treasure on consumer idolatries! Stop consuming! Stop
FDOOLQJ \RXUVHOYHV ´FRQVXPHUVµ DQG VWDUW FDOOLQJ \RXUVHOYHV
´FUHDWRUVµ/RYHWKH%ULGHLQ$PHULFD6XGDQ3DNLVWDQ
And husbands, love your bride. Forsake porn. Love
your children, and give them time. Romance the Bride, sing
her the song of the cross, because the Whore will suck you
dry and leave your soul a desert. But the Bride will be a
treasure forever stored in Heaven.
So how then do the saints on Mount Zion sing while
the world lies in ruin? ³ They belong to another world
already, and it is invading this one. And no longer
intoxicated by the Whore, they begin to see the beauty of
the Bride. They begin to believe the furious love of the
Bridegroom. Dead to this world and alive to another, they
change this world. They are the ones who change the world . .
. change a country.
´&RQVLGHU\RXUVHOIGHDGWRVLQ>WKLVZRUOG@DQGDOLYH
WR *RGµ ZULWHV 3DXO LQ 5RPDQV  :H DUH FRQVWDQWO\
being given up to death. Now listen one more time to this
OLQHIURPWKH5HYHODWLRQ´%OHVVHG>KDSS\@DUHWKHGHDGZKR
GLHLQWKH/RUGµ
,W·VZHLUGEXWWLPHVOLNHWKHVHIRUFHWKHLVVXHV
On Tuesday afternoon, I was racked with a million
emotions but surprised and ashamed of one. For in the
midst of sorrow and grief, compassion and mourning, I
must admit something in me felt like singing. I think I was
KHDULQJDYRLFH IURPDQRWKHUZRUOG´&RPH RXW3HWHU
&RPHRXWRIKHUµ
I ached for victims;; I mourned for my own
investments in Babylon³my way of life. But the Revelation
was so entirely relevant. It was so relevant that it was like this
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whole world was losing its grip on me and I was ready to
go . . . home.
Tuesday night we came here to have church, and
many of you were here. We had communion, body broken,
blood shed, slain Lamb. The Lamb and the saints gathered
on this mountain, and we sang well.
,W·VWLPHWRORYH\RXUFRXQWU\
So sing your song, the romance of God, the power
of God unto salvation.
*****
[Prayer]
Lord God, we pray for everyone . . . I was going to
VD\´YLFWLPVµEXW,GRQ·WNQRZLI,FDQXVHWKDWZRUG/RUG
WKH\ZHUHYLFWLPVRIDQRWKHUSHUVRQ·VHYLO:HDUHall victims
RIRWKHUSHRSOH·VHYLO\HW/RUGQRQHRIXVLVZLWKRXWVLQ
So, Lord God, we pray for everyone, especially
children, Lord Jesus, who will weep tonight for their
mothers and their fathers. Lord God, I pray that you would
ride into their bedrooms on your white horse, you would
grab hold of their hearts, and you would whisper to them
that they are not fatherless.
So we pray for victims in New York and in
Afghanistan and Sudan and all over the world that you so
furiously love.
And, Lord Jesus, we pray for our president. I truly
WKDQN\RXIRU*HRUJH%XVKEHFDXVH/RUG-HVXV,·PKRQHVW
when I say I GRQ·WNQRZ what he should do. I know, Lord
Jesus, that you give the sword to government for the public
good, and I know, Lord Jesus, that you called soldiers to
\RXUVHOI LQ \RXU *RVSHO %XW /RUG -HVXV , GRQ·W NQRZ
exactly what they should do. Lord Jesus, I am so thankful
for this, that the president calls out to you, and you know. So
we pray, Lord Jesus, that he would hear your voice.
And I pray, Lord Jesus, for every soldier, that they
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would hear your voice. And, Lord Jesus, if they are called up
to do battle with guns, guard their hearts from the Dragon.
Even there, Lord Jesus, let them preach your Gospel, not
with guns but with tears.
And, Lord Jesus, we pray for our nation, we pray for
our economy, we pray for our churches, and we thank you,
Lord Jesus, for all those things. But, Lord God, we pray that
\RX ZRXOG FOHDQVH XV RI WKH (YLO 2QH·V GHPRQV DQG WKDW
Lord Jesus, our economy would be used to bless the peoples
of the world, as it has been so many times in the past and is
doing now. But, Lord Jesus, cleanse it of its evil. And
cleanse us of our evil.
In the silence now we lay our hearts before you,
Lord Jesus. [Moment of silence.]
Thank you for your grace, Lord Jesus. Thank you
that you forgive every sin. Thank you that you wash us with
your blood. Thank you that you send your Spirit to walk
with us through the valley of the shadow of death. Thank
you, Lord Jesus, for your incredible grace. And thank you,
Lord Jesus, that you have called us to war³your war. In your
name, Lord Jesus, we pray.
*****
You have come to Mount Zion, and Jesus the
Lamb³the slaughtered Lamb³is in our midst. And in His
QDPH , FDOO \RX WR ´MLKDGµ³holy war, but not against any
man, not against any woman, not against any government,
not against any economy. They can all be redeemed!
I call you to war against the Dragon and his demons.
There is right now an immeasurable greatness of power in
you. So right now on Mount Zion sing your song, and you
crush the head of that Ancient Serpent.
*****
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The trumpets are sounding, and He is coming. In
Matthew 26, Jesus stood before the religious Beast Caiaphas,
who was about to turn Him over to the political Beast Pilate.
+H ORRNHG &DLDSKDV LQ WKH H\H DQG VDLG ´+HQFHIRUWK \RX
will see the Son of man seated at the right hand of power
DQG FRPLQJ RQ WKH FORXGV RI KHDYHQµ Henceforth. He has
been coming, and He is coming. The empires of Rome,
Babylon, Egypt, and Sodom are fallen long ago, and the
kingdom is growing.
I pray that America will only grow stronger, but my
hope is in Him. He is coming;; He is conquering. You watch .
LW·VKDSSHQLQJHYHQQRZ+LVNLQJGRPLVJURZLQJDOORYHU
WKLVFRXQWU\DQGDOORYHUWKLVZRUOG6ROHW·VQRWDVNLI*RG·V
on our VLGHOHW·VPDNHVXUHZH·UHRQHis side.
Whatever you do, do not be afraid. A terrorist act has
no power LI\RX·UHQRWWHUURUL]HG<RX·UHWKHVDLQWVRQ0RXQW
=LRQ ,I \RX·YH FRPH WR +LV FURVV QRWKLQJ FDQ KDUP \RX
You already belong to another world. And you are in this
world to be a blessing to those who have not yet come
KRPH6RVLQJ\RXUVRQJZLWKJUHDWFKHHU)RU´LQWKLVZRUOG
you will have tribulation, but be of good cheer;; I have
RYHUFRPHWKHZRUOGµ
,Q-HVXV·QDPHDPHQ
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Further Reading

Bless those who persecute you;; bless and do not curse them.
Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep.
Live in harmony with one another;; do not be haughty, but
associate with the lowly;; never be conceited. Repay no one
evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight
of all. If possible, so far as it depends upon you, live
peaceably with all. Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but
OHDYHLWWRWKHZUDWKRI*RGIRULWLVZULWWHQ´9HQJHDQFHLV
PLQH , ZLOO UHSD\ VD\V WKH /RUGµ 1R ´LI \RXU HQHP\ LV
hungry, feed him;; if he is thirsty, give him drink;; for by so
GRLQJ\RX ZLOO KHDSEXUQLQJFRDOVXSRQKLV KHDGµ'RQRW
be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. Let every
person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is
no authority except from God, and those that exist have
been instituted by God. Therefore he who resists the
authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who
resist will incur judgment. For rulers are not a terror to good
conduct, but to bad. Would you have no fear of him who is
in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his
approval, for he is God's servant for your good. But if you
do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword in vain;;
he is the servant of God to execute his wrath on the
wrongdoer.
-Romans 12:14-13:4
We must remember these religions are not that different.
Islam, Christianity, and Judaism all believe in the God of
love.
-Tom Clancy on some news show
the day of the 9-11 attack
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When ye encounter the infidels, strike off their heads till ye
have made a great slaughter among them, and of the rest make
fast the fetters. . . . O Prophet! make war on the infidels and
hypocrites, and deal rigorously with them. Hell shall be their
abode! and wretched the passage to it!
-Muhammad, The Koran (Sura XLVII and LXVI)
´<RX KDYH KHDUG WKDW LW ZDV VDLG ¶<RX VKDOO ORYH \RXU
QHLJKERUDQGKDWH\RXUHQHP\·%XW,VD\WR\RX/RYH\RXU
enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you
may be sons of your Father who is in heaven;; for he makes
his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on
WKHMXVWDQGRQWKHXQMXVWµ
-Jesus, The Bible (Matthew 5:43-45)
If there is any entity to which ultimate loyalty is due, it is the
nation state. . . . The charge of blasphemy, if it is ever made,
is treated as a quaint anachronism;; but the charge of
treason, of placing another loyalty above that to the nation
state, is treated as the unforgivable crime. The nation state
has taken the place of God.
-Stanley Hauerwas and William H. Willimon
%XW-HVXVFDOOHGWKHPWRKLPDQGVDLG´<RXNQRZWKDWWKH
rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great men
exercise authority over them. It shall not be so among you;;
but whoever would be great among you must be your
servant, and whoever would be first among you must be
your slave;; even as the Son of man came not to be served
EXWWRVHUYHDQGWRJLYHKLVOLIHDVDUDQVRPIRUPDQ\µ
-Matthew 20:25-28
Then I looked, and lo, on Mount Zion stood the Lamb, and
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with him a hundred and forty-four thousand who had his
name and his Father's name written on their foreheads. And
I heard a voice from heaven like the sound of many waters
and like the sound of loud thunder;; the voice I heard was
like the sound of harpers playing on their harps, and they
sing a new song before the throne and before the four living
creatures and before the elders. No one could learn that
song except the hundred and forty-four thousand who had
been redeemed from the earth. It is these who have not
defiled themselves with women, for they are chaste;; it is
these who follow the Lamb wherever he goes;; these have
been redeemed from mankind as first fruits for God and the
Lamb . . . .
-Revelation 14:1-4
Of his own will he brought us forth by the word of truth
that we should be a kind of first fruits of his creatures.
-James 1:18
Therefore lift your drooping hands and strengthen your
weak knees . . . . But you have come to Mount Zion and to
the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to
innumerable angels in festal gathering, and to the assembly
of the first-born who are enrolled in heaven, and to a judge
who is God of all, and to the spirits of just men made
perfect, and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and
to the sprinkled blood that speaks more graciously than the
blood of Abel.
-Hebrews 12:12, 22-24
$QRWKHUDQJHODVHFRQGIROORZHGVD\LQJ´)DOOHQIDOOHQLV
Babylon the great, she who made all nations drink the wine
RIKHULPSXUHSDVVLRQµ$QGKHVDLGWRPH´7KHZDWHUV
that you saw, where the harlot is seated, are peoples and
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multitudes and nations and tongues. And the ten horns that
you saw, they and the beast will hate the harlot;; they will
make her desolate and naked, and devour her flesh and burn
her up with fire, for God has put it into their hearts to carry
out his purpose by being of one mind and giving over their
royal power to the beast, until the words of God shall be
fulfilled. And the woman that you saw is the great city which
has dominion over the kings of the earth. After this I saw
another angel coming down from heaven, having great
authority;; and the earth was made bright with his splendor.
$QG KH FDOOHG RXW ZLWK D PLJKW\ YRLFH ´)DOOHQ IDOOHQ LV
Babylon the great! It has become a dwelling place of
demons, a haunt of every foul spirit, a haunt of every foul
and hateful bird;; for all nations have drunk the wine of her
impure passion, and the kings of the earth have committed
fornication with her, and the merchants of the earth have
JURZQ ULFK ZLWK WKH ZHDOWK RI KHU ZDQWRQQHVVµ 7KHQ ,
KHDUGDQRWKHUYRLFHIURPKHDYHQVD\LQJ´&RPHRXWRIKHU
my people, lest you take part in her sins, lest you share in
KHUSODJXHV´
-Revelation 14:8, 17:15-18:4
He needs not fear confiscation, who has nothing to lose;; nor
banishment, to whom heaven is his country;; nor torments,
when his body can be destroyed at one blow;; nor death,
which is the only way to set him at liberty from sin and
sorrow.
-Eusebius to Emperor Valens (4th century A.D.)
It is said that Rabbi Akiva, while his body was tortured by
UHG KRW LURQV IRU KLV IDLWK ZDV MXELODQW ´2QO\ QRZ , FDQ
finally love God with all my heart, for none of the things of
WKLVZRUOGGLVWUDFWP\DWWHQWLRQIURPLWDQ\ORQJHUµ
-Richard Wurmbrand
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Moderate strength is shown in violence, supreme strength is
shown in levity.
-G. K. Chesterton
But when her owners saw that their hope of gain was gone,
they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the market
place before the rulers;; and when they had brought them to
WKHPDJLVWUDWHVWKH\VDLG´7KHVHPHQDUH-HZVDQGWKH\DUH
disturbing our city. They advocate customs which it is not
ODZIXO IRU XV 5RPDQV WR DFFHSW RU SUDFWLFHµ 7KH FURZG
joined in attacking them;; and the magistrates tore the
garments off them and gave orders to beat them with rods.
And when they had inflicted many blows upon them, they
threw them into prison, charging the jailer to keep them
safely. Having received this charge, he put them into the
inner prison and fastened their feet in the stocks. But about
midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to
God, and the prisoners were listening to them . . . .
-Acts 16:19-25
Our whole Roman world had gone dead in its heart because
it feared tragedy, took flight from suffering, and abhorred
failure. In fear of tragedy we worshiped power. In fear of
suffering, we worshiped security. During the rising splendor
of our thousand years, we had grown cruel, practical, and
sterile. We did win the whole world, but in the process, we
lost our souls.
-St. Ambrose
Why do the nations conspire, and the peoples plot in vain?
The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take
counsel together, against the LORD and his anointed,
VD\LQJ ´/HW XV EXUVW WKHLU ERQGV DVXQGHU DQG FDVW WKHLU
FRUGV IURP XVµ +H ZKR VLWV LQ WKH KHDYHQV ODXJKV WKH
LORD has them in derision. Then he will speak to them in
89

KLVZUDWKDQGWHUULI\WKHPLQKLVIXU\VD\LQJ´,KDYHVHWP\
NLQJRQ=LRQ P\ KRO\KLOOµ ,ZLOO WHOORIWKHGHFUHH RIWKH
/25' +H VDLG WR PH ´<RX DUH P\ VRQ WRGD\ , KDYH
begotten you. Ask of me, and I will make the nations your
heritage, and the ends of the earth your possession. You
shall break them with a rod of iron, and dash them in pieces
OLNHDSRWWHU VYHVVHOµ1RZ WKHUHIRUH2NLQJVEH ZLVHEH
warned, O rulers of the earth. Serve the LORD with fear,
with trembling kiss his feet, lest he be angry, and you perish
in the way;; for his wrath is quickly kindled. Blessed are all
who take refuge in him.
-Psalm 2
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The Fruitful Singing Bride
And the Not-So-Grim Reaper
(Revelation 14:13-20)
Remember that Revelation is one huge symphony. At
the start, we see seven little churches in Asia Minor called to
conquer, called to good deeds.
Then we see the slaughtered Lamb sitting on the
throne of God. Everything is singing! The four living
creatures around the throne never stop singing. They sing the
whole way through the book. All the creatures on earth,
under the earth, and in the sea are all singing to the glory of
this Lamb upon the throne.
+H RSHQV D VFUROO DQG KLVWRU\ KDSSHQV 2QFH LW·V
RSHQHGZHVHHDZRPDQ ,EHOLHYHVKH·VWKHSHRSOHRI*RG 
who gives birth to Jesus. The Ancient Dragon then attacks
-HVXV·IDPLO\WKH&KXUFK6DWDQLVGHIHDWHGEXWKHFDOOVXS
the Beast. The Beast battles the saints and conquers them.
<HW LW·V FOHDU WKDW WKH VDLQWV FRQTXHU E\ EHLQJ
FRQTXHUHG:HFRQTXHUE\´WKHEORRGRIWKHODPEDQGWKH
word of our testimony, loving not our lives even unto
GHDWKµ:HFRQTXHUE\OLYLQJRXW-HVXV·OLIHLQWKLVZRUOG³
sacrificial love.
All at once, the saints show up on Mount Zion
VLQJLQJ -HVXV· VRQJ 7KH\ VLQJ D new song. No one else
NQRZVLWRUFDQOHDUQLW,W·Vtheir part in the great symphony
WKDWQHYHUVWRSV,W·VWKH*RVSHOWKHURPDQFHRI*RG-HVXV
Christ and Him crucified.
We the Church sing it now. For we are to be dead to
this world and alive to God. Dead to the Beasts, dead to the
Whore of Babylon, and alive to God, joining in the great
symphony even now. Heaven is now in faith, and Heaven is a
symphony! Heaven is music!
7KDW·VLQWHUHVWLQJEHFDXVHLQSODFHVOLNH$IJKDQLVWDQ
and Iran, music is illegal.
91

The world feels such a need right now to point out
that Christianity and Islam are basically the same thing. I
WKLQN PD\EH WKDW·V EHFDXVH WKH\·UH ZRUULHG WKDW ZH ZRQ·W
tolerate Muslims.
At least on the surface there is a striking difference
between the two;; that is, Christians sing a lot, and Muslims do
not. In fact, many Orthodox Muslims do not sing at all, for
LW·V IRUELGGHQ 7KHUH·V D GHEDWH LQ WKH ,VODPLF FRPPXQLW\
QRZDERXWZKHWKHURUQRWVLQJLQJLVDVLQ WKDWLV´VLQJLQJµ
that is any more than chanting the Koran).
Last year on my Sabbatical, I read about half of the
.RUDQ,W·VDPD]LQJWRPHZKHQ,UHIOHFWRQLWWKDWLQWKH
Koran there is no music. There are no songs. There is no
SRHWU\ ,Q 6XUD  YHUVH  0XKDPPDG ZULWHV´,W LV WKH
SRHWV ZKRP WKH HUULQJ IROORZµ <HW WKH Bible is just packed
with poetry (more than you know, because you read it in
English). Poetry and songs and admonitions to sing . . .
´UHMRLFHDOZD\Vµ
If my son Coleman, six years old, were born in Iran
or Afghanistan, he would be dead by now. He will not stop
singing. He sings about everything . . . putting on his
underwear . . . walking up the stairs . . . it drives us old
SHRSOH QXWV ´6WRS VLQJLQJµ +H FDQ·W KHOS LW 7KHUH·V VR
much life in him it flows out in a song all the time.
They are singing on Mount Zion with the Lamb.
$QG ZH·UH VLQJLQJ ZLWK WKHP ULJKW KHUH ´:H·YH FRPH WR
0RXQW=LRQµ +HEUHZV 
REVELATION 14:13: And I heard a voice from
KHDYHQVD\LQJ´:ULWHWKLV%OHVVHGDUHWKHGHDGZKR
GLH LQ WKH /RUG KHQFHIRUWKµ ´%OHVVHG LQGHHGµ VD\V
WKH6SLULW´WKDWWKH\PD\UHVWIURPWKHLUODERUVIRU
WKHLUGHHGVIROORZWKHPµ
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7KHLUGHHGVIROORZWKHP,WKLQNWKDW·VZK\DORWRI
SHRSOH WKLQN ZRUOG UHOLJLRQV DUH WKH VDPH ´<RX NQRZ LW·V
DERXW JRRG GHHGV WKDW IROORZ \RXµ :HOO ZKDW are good
GHHGV"´:HOOyou know . . . like courage . . . laying down your
own life for the common good. Like a soldier who would lay
down his own life for the good of his country. Like a guy
who would fly a plane into a building and die for the good
RIDELOOLRQ0XVOLPVµ
2XFK +HDU PH FORVHO\ ,·P QRW VD\LQJ WKH VROGLHU
(or the fireman, for that matter) and the terrorist are the
VDPH ,·P MXVW VD\LQJ WKDW JRRG GHHGV PLJKW EH PRUH WKDQ
the deed you do.
7KH 3UHVLGHQW VDLG ´:H ZLOO FOHDQVH WKH ZRUOG RI
HYLO:HZLOOZLWK2SHUDWLRQ,QILQLWH-XVWLFHµ+HFDOOHG
those guys who flew the planes and sacrificed their lives in
order to cleanse the world of evil and bring the justice of
Islam (at least in their PLQGV  ´FRZDUGVµ 7KDW·V FRQIXVLQJ
And America is confused. Maybe we should be asking
RXUVHOYHV´:KDWPDNHVDGHHGgood?µ
,Q YHUVH WKLUWHHQ WKH YRLFH FULHV RXW ´7KHLU GHHGV
IROORZWKHPµ
REVELATION 14:14-16: Then I looked, and lo, a
white cloud, and seated on the cloud one like a son of
man, with a golden crown on his head, and a sharp
sickle in his hand. [I think that must be Jesus.]
And another angel came out of the temple, calling
with a loud voice to him who sat upon the cloud,
´3XW LQ \RXU VLFNOH DQG UHDS IRU WKH KRXU WR UHDS
KDVFRPHIRUWKHKDUYHVWRIWKHHDUWKLVIXOO\ULSHµ

This other angel comes out of the temple (we are the
temple) and bosses Jesus around. Who could this be? I think
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PD\EH LW·V WKH +RO\ 6SLULW FDOOLQJ IURP RXU KHDUWV ´&RPH
DQGJHWLW-HVXV7KH\·UHULSHµ

´6RKH ZKRVDW XSRQ WKHFORXGVZXQJKLVVLFNOHRQ
WKHHDUWKDQGWKHHDUWKZDVUHDSHGµ

0DWWKHZ  ´+HQFHIRUWK \RX ZLOO VHH WKH 6RQ RI PDQ
FRPLQJRQWKHFORXGVRIKHDYHQµ:KDW·V+HGRLQJ"³
reaping.
,Q -RKQ  -HVXV VD\V ´/LIW \RXU H\HV WKH ILHOGV DUH
ZKLWHULSHIRUKDUYHVWµ7KH\DUHULSHright now.
0DUN  ´:KHQ WKH JUDLQ LV ULSH DW RQFH WKH UHDSHU
SXWVLQ WKHVLFNOHµ(YHUVLQFH WKHFURVV-HVXVKDV EHHQ
harvesting this earth, His kingdom of good deeds.
So you get the picture . . . The saints broken and
bloodied sing on Mount Zion, and suddenly there is fruit.
The reaper shows up, and fruit happens.
The Israelites put the choir in front of the army and
sing. Broken, humbled slaves walk through the dessert, sing,
and the walls of Jericho come falling down. And they
possess the Promised Land.
Paul and Silas, broken and bloodied, sing in the
Philippian jail. The earth shakes, walls come tumbling down,
and they evangelize Europe. 7KDW·VIUXLW
Jesus, broken and bloodied, sings from a cross the
ILUVW OLQH RI 3VDOP  ´0\ *RG P\ *RG ZK\ KDYH \RX
IRUVDNHQPH"µ+HGLHGEHIRUHKHFRXOGILQLVKWKHVRQJ\HW
in dying He gives birth to a new creation, like a seed
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dropped into broken, fertile soil.
,VDLDK´6LQJ2EDUUHQRQHZKRGLGQRWEHDU
. ! For the children of the desolate one will be more than the
FKLOGUHQRIKHUWKDWLVPDUULHGµSing . . . sing and bear fruit!
In Romania, I met bloodied, broken, singing
Christians who toppled the government. More importantly,
they led a nation to the foot of the cross.
Last week legislators, broken and bloodied, met on
the steps of the Capitol and sang a prayer ´*RG %OHVV
$PHULFDµ$QGZKHUHZDVWKH$&/8"
In scripture, folks sing in hard times, and stuff grows.
Last week I felt bad after preaching, because I felt I
GLGQ·W H[SUHVV HQRXJK V\PSDWK\ , GRQ·W WKLQN \RX FRXOG
ever express enough sympathy.) I felt bad until I went home
DQGUHDG/XNHDQG-HVXVWHDFKHVLQ´%HFDUHIXO
DERXWGHPDQGLQJMXVWLFHIRU\RXUVHOYHV,I\RXGR\RX·OOHQG
XSLQMDLODQGZLOOKDYHWRSD\HYHU\ODVWSHQQ\µ
7KHQVRPHJX\VD\V´-HVXVGLG\RXKHDUZKDW3LODWH
did?³a great injustice, a terrorist act. He slaughtered some
Galileans while they were worshipping in the temple. What
about that?µ -HVXV ORRNHG DW KLP DQG VDLG ´'R \RX WKLQN
that they ZHUHZRUVHVLQQHUVWKDQWKHUHVW"µ
,·P VXUH WKH JX\V ZHUH WKLQNLQJ ´1R    ZDLW D
PLQXWH    WKDW·V not where we were going with this. We
ZHUH KRSLQJ IRU D OLWWOH ULJKWHRXV LQGLJQDWLRQ \RX NQRZµ
-HVXV ORRNV DW WKHP DQG VD\V ´8QOHVV \RX UHSHQW \RX ZLOO
OLNHZLVHSHULVKµ7KDW·Vharsh. But it gets worse.
He tells them a story about a fig tree that will not
EHDU IUXLW 7KH ILJ WUHH LV ,VUDHO 7KH PDVWHU VD\V ´&XW LW
GRZQµ7KHJDUGHQHUVD\V´1RZDLW,·OOJRDURXQGWKH
EDVHRIWKHWUHHEUHDNXSWKHVRLODQGWKURZVRPH¶NRSULRQ·
RQ LW ,Q WKH .LQJ -DPHV 9HUVLRQ ´,·OO GXQJ LW ,·OO WKURZ
VRPHFUDSRQLWµ 0D\EHLWZLOOEHDUIUXLWWKHQµ
Listen closely: God loves Israel. And we are Israel
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more than we can possibly begin to even comprehend. Yet
it is amazing how broken ground and manure make stuff
grow.
Last Friday the construction guys over at the new
church came over and got Aram and asked him to lead them
in prayer. They ended up having a church service in the
sanctuary of our new building. (And it kind of ticks me off,
because Aram preached the first sermon in the new
VDQFWXDU\%XWZH·OOOHWLWVOLGHEHFDXVHLW·VSUHWW\JRRGIUXLW
. .)
Philip Yancey faxed me last week. Wal-Mart,
Amazon.com, Walden Books, and Barnes & Noble all want
special edition copies of his book Where Is God When It
Hurts? All the proceeds go to help the folks in New York.
7KDW·VIUXLW
7KH\·UH VLQJLQJ SUD\HUV RQ WKH VWHSV RI WKH 86
Capitol;; the President is calling the entire nation to pray, and
people are actually doing it. I saw Dan Rather break down
weeping on the David Letterman Show over the sacrificial love
RI WKRVH 1HZ <RUN ILUHPHQ <RX VHH KH·V ZHHSLQJ RYHU
fruit that looks like Jesus.
And last Sunday I bet there were more worshippers
in church in this country than there have ever been. We had
about a twenty-five to thirty percent increase. Nationwide
that must have added up to millions upon millions singing
praises to Jesus, who did not sing them the week before.
Keep this in mind: Not just 6,000 in New York, but
all RIXVZLOOGLHRQHGD\,W·VQRWDTXHVWLRQRIif you die, but
what song will you be singing when you do?
,Q VFULSWXUH JRRG GHHGV DUH IUXLW :H GRQ·W PDNH
IUXLWDOOZHGRLVSUHSDUHWKHVRLODQGPDNHVXUHLW·VIHUWLOH
broken, and humble in order to receive the implanted seed.
5HYHODWLRQ´+DSS\>EOHVVHG@DUHWKHGHDGZKRGLHLQ
WKH /RUG    UHVWHG IURP WKHLU ODERUµ ´5HVWHGµ LV DULVW
subjunctive, as if it could be something that has already
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KDSSHQHG KHUH RQ HDUWK :H DUH WR ´VWULYH WR HQWHU WKDW
UHVWµ +HEUHZV DQGJRRGGHHGVWKHQIROORZ
,Q 0DUN  ´WKH IDUPHU VOHHSV DQG WKH KDUYHVW
JURZVKHNQRZVQRWKRZµ<HVKHZRUNVEUHDNLQJWKH
VRLO DQG JHWWLQJ LW UHDG\ EXW LW JURZV ZKLOH KH·V VOHHSLQJ
´5HVWHGIURPKLVODERUµWKDWLVIUXLWGRHVQ·WKDSSHQE\
\RXU RZQ HIIRUW ,W·V VRPHWKLQJ God does, like wheat, like
grapes, like children.
7KHUHLVLPLWDWLRQIUXLWDQGVRPHWLPHVLW·VYHU\KDUG
to tell the difference, but the real deal is made by God.
Imitation fruit is made by humans.
Last year when I read the Koran, I was struck by
KRZ KXPDQ LW LV ,W·V WKLV JX\ 0XKDPPDG MXVW WDONLQJ   
talk, talk, talk . . . about everything. No stories, no songs, no
poems. Just advice, law. But the Bible spans thousands of
years with many different authors through whom God
VSRNH   SRHPVVWRULHVVRQJV,W·VRQH WUHPHQGRXVVWRU\
IURPIURQWWREDFN$QGZKHQWKHUHLVODZLW·VODZWRKHOS
you understand a person, like a personals ad in the
newspaper.
The Koran is just Muhammad talking in the desert
along about 600 A.D., 600 years after Christ died, in another
FRXQWU\+HVD\V-HVXVGLGQ·WDFWXDOO\GLHDQGGLGQ·WDFWXDOO\
ULVH IURP WKH GHDG 7KDW·V SUHWW\ GLIIHUHQW IURP ZKDW ,
believe.
,QWKH.RUDQJRRGGHHGVDUHVPDOO 6XUD´$OODK
ZDQWVVRPHEXWQRWDOORI\RXUPRQH\µ ,QWKH.RUDQHYLO
is small, so small that some people are good enough. In the
Koran, because good is small and evil is small, grace is small.
$OODK·V PHUFLIXO EXW RQO\ RQ WKRVH ZKR GHVHUYH LW 6XUD
4:108³µ$OODKLVIRUJLYLQJPHUFLIXOEXWORYHVQRWWKRVH
WKDWGHFHLYHWKHPVHOYHVµ
In the Bible, everybody deceives themselves! In the
Bible, everybody is dead in their trespasses and sins! In the
Bible, no one is good but God alone! So in the Bible, grace is
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everything! )RU ZH DUH DOO VDYHG RQH KXQGUHG SHUFHQW ´E\
grace through faith, and this not of ourselves, lest any
VKRXOGERDVWµ
0XKDPPDG WDXJKW GRQ·W NLOO WKH LQQRFHQW %LQ
Laden teaches, none of those Americans are innocent. Jesus
WHDFKHV\RXGLGQ·WTXLWHJRIDUHQRXJKNoERG\·VLQQRFHQW
And they all deserve to die! Yet He died for all.
So we are tolerant, not because people are the same,
but because God has been so furiously, relentlessly tolerant
of us.
7KH.RUDQVWUXFNPHDVVRKXPDQ,W·VH[DFWO\ZKDW
I would have written, if I was an Arab wanting to unify
VRPH WULEHVDQGPDNH DNLQJGRP,W·VDERXWKXPDQHQHUJ\
and human kingdoms, so it participates in human violence
yet motivates everyone with other-worldly rewards, that is,
big-eyed virgins feeding you fruit on couches in the Garden
RI(GHQ,FDQVHHWKHDWWUDFWLRQWKHUHEXWLW·VSUHWW\human .
. . 666, a thoroughly human number.
It teaches, I can do it. I can pay. I can buy some of
those heavenly virgins . . . pay for love. Do you know what
WKDWLV"7KDW·Vwhoredom,I,DFWOLNH,·YHHDUQHGP\EULGH,
PDNH KHU D ZKRUH 'R \RX WKLQN LI \RX·UH JRRG HQRXJK
\RX·OO JHW LQWR +HDYHQ" ,Q &KULVWLDQLW\ +HDYHQ LVQ·W MXVW D
SODFH LW·V D SHUVRQ $QG WKLQNLQJ \RX FDQ SD\ IRU WKDW
person is the depths of depravity.
Islam is entirely different from Christianity. But
Islam is almost exactly the same as most of that run of the
mill American Civic Religion:
´-XVWGRJRRGGHHGVDQG*RGZLOOOHW\RXLQµ
´,W·VQRW-HVXVWKHSHUVRQRI*RGµ
´-XVWEHJRRGDQG\RXFDQJHW*RG·VVWXIIµ
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Those good deeds are imitation fruit, man-made
fruit, worse than no fruit, a product of Hell.
In Matthew, Jesus says His kingdom is like good
seed sown in a field, but the enemy has also sown tares³
ZHHGV WKDW ORRN OLNH ZKHDW +H VD\V ´'RQ·W WU\ WR UHPRYH
WKH WDUHV EHFDXVH \RX·OO ZUHFN WKH ZKHDW $W WKH KDUYHVW
WKH\·OOEHVHSDUDWHGµ7KHKDUYHVWHUNQRZV-HVXVNQRZV
EXWLW·VYHU\KDUGIRUXVWRWHOO
Last week after the service, a friend came up to me
DQG SXW KLV DUPV RQ P\ VKRXOGHUV DQG VDLG ´, DJUHH ZLWK
HYHU\WKLQJ \RX VDLG EXW , KDYH VR PDQ\ TXHVWLRQV ,·P D
VROGLHU , ZDV LQ 'HVHUW 6WRUPµ , GRQ·W NQRZ LI , ZDV
anticipating the questions correctly, but I stopped him and
VDLG´,GRQ·WWKLQN,KDYHWKHDQVZHUVµ
A book like the Koran does. It will tell you exactly
what to do. A book like the Bible³like the New
Testament³GRHVQ·WUHDOO\
So Christians have argued for 2,000 years about
ZKHWKHURUQRWLW·VDVLQRUDGXW\IRUD&KULVWLDQWRVHUYHLQ
DQDUP\DQGILJKWLQDZDU0DQ\KDYHVDLG\HVLW·VDVLQDQG
they have very deep theological and convincing reasons.
0DQ\KDYHVDLGQRLQIDFWLW·VDGXW\WRILJKWLILW·VDMXVWZDU
under a legitimate government, because God grants the
sword to protect its citizens (Romans 13).
I wish we had time to discuss all the views, but in
WKHHQGPD\EH*RGGRHVQ·WZDQWXVWRJHWWKHDQVZHUIURP
a book. Maybe the answer has far more to do with the
GLVSRVLWLRQRIRXUKHDUWV6R\RXFDQ·WMXGJHWKHIUXLWIURP
the outside. Only God can judge from the inside.
So I would suppose that there are pacifists just filled
with hatred, pride, and an evil cowardice. And I suppose
there are soldiers burning with love for God and love even
for their enemies (as Jesus commanded) as well as for those
they protect . . . and visa versa.
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Maybe good deeds are good because of the song you
sing in your heart when you do them. The outside may
sometimes be the same, but the Father knows. He knows
love songs.
My closet at home is full of videos of musicals,
which is strange because I hate musicals. But these musicals I
love, because my kids are in them. They are church musicals
DQG VFKRRO PXVLFDOV DQG \RX ZRXOGQ·W XQGHUVWDQG WKHP
very well because the videos only show the parts where my
kids sing, and only my kids in those parts.
Those songs abide on video in the hall closet. And
LW·V QRW WKH ZRUGV WKDW P\ NLGV VLQJ RXW ORXG WKH\·UH WKH
VDPH ZRUGV DV DOO WKH RWKHUV VLQJ DQG EHVLGHV WKH\·UH
usually off-NH\  LW·VWKDW,NQRZP\ ILYH-year-old is singing
them out of a heart that is thoroughly in love with me.
7KH\·UHVLQJLQJto me.
)RU D GDGG\ WKDW·V WKH PHDVXUH RI D JRRG GHHG³a
good song.
Did you know that the words to the song of the
Lamb³the new song that no one else can learn³appear to
EH SULQWHG LQ WKH QH[W FKDSWHU" 3HUKDSV LW·V QRW WKH ZRUGV
themselves but the heart with which we sing them as
children of God.
0\IDYRULWHVRQJLV´,ORYH\RXDEXVKHODQGDSHFN
a bushel and a peck and a hug around the neck, a hug
DURXQGWKHQHFNDQGDEXVKHODQGDSHFNµ
Only one person in the world can sing it truly. She
used to sing it to me in high school. She loved me more
than she loved any other guy in the whole world. For a
EULGHJURRP WKDW·V WKH PHDVXUH RI D JRRG GHHG³a good
VRQJ1RZVKH·VP\ZLIHDQGWKDWVRQJKDVERUQJUHDWIUXLW
Jonathan, Elizabeth, Rebecca, and Coleman.
God is a daddy, and Jesus is the Bridegroom. And they
both are one farmer growing fruit . . . love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness, faithfulness, self100

FRQWURORUDV3DXOSXWVLW´IDLWKKRSHDQGORYHDQGWKH
JUHDWHVWRIWKHVHLVORYHµ7KDWIUXLWFDQQRWEHJURZQVLPSO\
by human effort. You can only prepare the soil, broken and
fertile. You can only surrender to the Father, surrender to
the Bridegroom.
You can practice notes, you can practice the score,
but if you really want to play the song, at some point you
have to surrender to the song and lose yourself in the music.
,W·VLQWHUHVWLQJWKDW´,VODPµPHDQV´VXUUHQGHUµ%XW
most Muslims attempt to surrender to the law³the score . .
. to play the notes without hearing the song. A song can
sweep you away. You can lose your self in a song.
Christians have tried to surrender to the law of God,
to playing all the notes. But the score, the law of God, is so
demanding that it breaks them³humbles them, and they
have to surrender to the love of God, the grace of God, the
song of God, Jesus. We surrender to Jesus, the person of
God, and He romances us. He sings over us until His life
begins to grow in us and we sing back to Him. His life in us
bears fruit.
,I \RX VD\ ´:HOO , GRQ·W IHHO OLNH VLQJLQJµ PD\EH
God in His mercy will come and break up the hard soil of
your heart . . . maybe even throw some crap on it. You see,
people change their song in times like these. Times like
these break people and open them to the seed. And Jesus
VDLG´%HDUWKHIUXLWWKDWEHILWVUHSHQWDQFHµ
If you still GRQ·W IHHO OLNH VLQJLQJ UHDG RQ    7KH
wheat is harvested³the bread . . .

REVELATION 14:17-20: And another angel came
out of the temple in heaven, and he too had a sharp
sickle. [I think these are the same two at
work, by the way.] Then another angel came out
from the altar [which is in the temple], the angel
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who has power over fire, and he called with a loud
YRLFHWRKLPZKRKDGWKHVKDUSVLFNOH´3XWLQ\RXU
sickle, and gather the clusters of the vine of the earth,
IRULWVJUDSHVDUHULSHµ6RWKHDQJHOVZXQJKLVVLFNOH
on the earth and gathered the vintage of the earth,
and threw it into the great wine press of the wrath of
God;; and the wine press was trodden outside the city,
and blood flowed from the wine press, as high as a
horse's bridle, for one thousand six hundred stadia.

One thousand six hundred stadia is the length of
,VUDHO $QG LW FRYHUV ,VUDHO    WKH GHSWKV RI WKH KRUVH·V
bridle . . . enough blood to cover all Israel and indeed to
cover the entire earth.
Most commentators say this is simply a picture of
judgment on the unbelieving followers of the Beast who
KDYH EHHQ WROG WKH\·OO ´GULQN WKH ZLQH RI WKH IXU\ RI WKH
ZUDWK RI *RGµ ,Q ,VDLDK DQG -RHO WURGGLQJ WKH JUDSHV LV
judgment on the enemies of God. Right here it says they are
WKH´JUDSHVRIZUDWKµ
So commentators say the grain harvest (bread) is
good works that God does. The grape harvest (wine) is
6DWDQ·VHYLOZRUNV0D\EHVREXWWKLVSDVVDJHKDVhaunted me
this week.
$ KDUYHVW RI HYLO GRHVQ·W PDNH VHQVH 7KH IDUPHU
burns the stalks, the chaff, and the tares, but not the grain.
,W·V WKH KDUYHVW 7KH YLQHGUHVVHU SUXQHV DQG EXUQV WKH
EUDQFKHVWKDWZRQ·WEHDUIUXLWEXWQRWWKHgrapes.
,Q -RKQ  -HVXV VD\V ´, DP WKH YLQH \RX DUH WKH
EUDQFKHV $ELGH LQ PH WKDW \RX PLJKW EHDU PXFK IUXLWµ
That would be grapes.
The first angel comes from the altar in the temple,
which is us . . . the altar where the sacrifices are made in our
hearts.
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The second angel throws these grapes into the
winepress of the wrath of God. Winepresses and grapes
make wine. Yet this wine flows out and turns into blood.
%ORRGWKDW·VZLQHZLQHWKDW·VEORRGWKDWVRXQGVIDPLOLDU
7KH ZLQHSUHVV LV WURGGHQ ´RXWVLGH WKH FLW\µ ZKHUH
the sin offerings are made. Hebrews 13:13-16 points out that
Jesus suffered outside the gate, outside the camp, outside the city
RI-HUXVDOHP7KDW·VZKHUHWKH/DPERQWKHWKURQHRI*RG
was slain. And there is a river of blood that flows from that
place, enough to cover all Israel and indeed the entire world.
, -RKQ  ´+H >-HVXV@ LV WKH DWRQLQJ VDFULILFH IRU
our sins, and not only for ours, but also for the sins of the
ZKROH ZRUOGµ +H satisfies *RG·V ZUDWK $QG , NQRZ ZH·UH
skirting across incredible theological mysteries that are far
beyond us, but I believe the winepress of the fury of the
wrath of God is a cross outside the walls of Jerusalem on
which God in Christ bore the sins of the world, suffering his
own wrath on our behalf. Now every person ever born must
somehow go to that cross, visit the winepress, and see that
their sins crucified the King of Glory.
If they hate God and are of the Beast and the
'UDJRQWKH\ZLOOGULQNWKH´ZLQHRIWKHIXU\RIWKHZUDWKRI
*RGµ³blood. If they love *RG WKH\ GULQN WKH ´ZLQH RI WKH
NLQJGRPµ³the forgiveness of sins.
I know from experience³,·YH VHHQ WKLV³that
communion wine burns the Dragon Satan like fire. But to
you, children of God, it is the sweet gift of grace, the wine
of the kingdom.
-HVXVVDLG´$ELGHLQPHWKDW\RXPLJKWEHDUIUXLWµ
Perhaps that fruit is surrendered lives and sacrificed lives.
Yet we were enemies of God, so our lives are infected with
sin. But confessed sin is the fruit of abiding in Christ. Unless
\RX DELGH LQ &KULVW \RX GRQ·W HYHQ see your sins, let alone
confess them or surrender your life.
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But in repentance and confession, broken and
humbled, He takes our sin to His cross, He dies in our
place, our confessed sins are crushed in the winepress of the
fury of the wrath of God . . . crucified with Christ.
His blood is our wine. It flows from His cross. We
drink it³His life blood. Seed enters the broken, humbled
soil of our hearts, life begins to grow, and we begin to sing.
We join the great symphony.
My children sing love songs to me because I have
loved them. My bride sings love songs to me because I have
loved her. Why do \RX VLQJ WR -HVXV" ,I \RX GRQ·W IHHO OLNH
singing, go to the cross and see the love of God in Christ
Jesus for you and for a world. So much sin, so much wrath
does Jesus bear, that there is a river of blood that flows from
WKDWSODFHDQGILOOV,VUDHOWRWKHGHSWKRIDKRUVH·VEULGOH'R
you get the picture? All those great war horses stop in a river
RI/DPE·VEORRG
6RLI\RXGRQ·WIHHOOLNHVLQJLQJVSHQGVRPHWLPHDW
WKDW FURVV DQG \RX·OO EH EURNHQ \RX·OO EH KXPEOHG DQG
\RX·OOEHJLQWRVLQJ$QGGRQ·WEHVXUSULVHGLI\RXVHHVRPH
IUXLW´,GRQ·WNQRZKRZDQGLW·VZHLUGEXW,·PVWDUWLQJWR
love my mother-in-law! And those cousins from Des
0RLQHVµ
How did that happen? Good deeds are His life in
you.
Bride of Christ, the harvest of the earth is bread and
wine, body and blood of Jesus our Lord. He is good deeds
born of you.
In Islam, guys earn virgins in Heaven. In
Christianity, Jesus wins you, His Bride, with sacrificial love.
´<RX KDYH EHHQ VDYHG E\ JUDFH WKURXJK IDLWK IRU JRRG
deeds which God prepared beforehand that you should walk
LQ WKHPµ <RXU JRRG GHHGV GLG QRW VDYH \RX :KDW
arrogance! God saved you for His good deeds.
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I think the sin of those terrorists who flew those
SODQHV ZDVQ·W VR PXFK cowardice as arrogance $QG WKDW·V
familiar.
Islam is all about us: dependent on us and our effort.
So Muhammad takes us very seriously+H·Vvery serious and very
grave and very dead . . . and he never sings.
Christianity is about God: dependent upon God and
His furious grace over us. So Christians must take God
extremely seriously, so seriously that they sing all the time.
Commanded to rejoice.
One other thing: The reaper has gotten a lot of bad
press. But the reaper is anything but grim. Right now I
VXVSHFW+H·VGDQFLQJRQVWUHHWVRIJROGZLWKDZKROHEXQFK
of New Yorkers, to the sound of all creation praising Him,
and to us singing the song of the Lamb.
*****
The reaper is your Bridegroom. If you really believe
that, you can sing always, like you are supposed to, like
Coleman ³ VRPXFKOLIH\RXFDQ·WKHOSLW
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Further Reading

Muslims believe that God has previously revealed Himself
to the earlier prophets of Jews and Christians, such as
Abraham, Moses, and Jesus. Muslims therefore accept the
teachings of both the Jewish Torah and the Christian
Gospels.
-PBS Website
God is forgiving, merciful. And plead not with Us for those
who are self-deceivers;; for God loveth not him who is
deceitful, criminal. . . . God truly will not forgive the joining
of other gods with Himself. Other sins He will forgive to
whom He will: but he who joineth gods with God, hath
erred with far-JRQHHUURU$QGIRUWKHLUVD\LQJ´9HULO\
we have slain the Messiah, Jesus the son of Mary, an apostle
RI*RGµ<HWWKH\VOHZKLPQRWDQGWKH\FUXFLILHGKLPQRW
but they had only his likeness. And they who differed about
him were in doubt concerning him: No sure knowledge had
they about him, but followed only an opinion, and they did
not really slay him, but God took him up to Himself. And
God is mighty, wise! . . . O ye people of the Book! overstep
not bounds in your religion;; and of God, speak only truth.
The Messiah, Jesus, son of Mary, is only an apostle of God,
and His word which He conveyed into Mary, and a spirit
proceeding from Himself. Believe therefore in God and his
DSRVWOHV DQG VD\ QRW ´7KUHHµ WKHUH LV D 7ULQLW\ ³
Forbear³it will be better for you. God is only one God! Far
be it from His glory that He should have a son!
-Sura IV, The Koran, Muhammad
~600 A.D. somewhere in Saudi Arabia
For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also
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received, that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the
scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third
day in accordance with the scriptures, and that he appeared
to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he appeared to more
than five hundred brethren at one time, most of whom are
still alive, though some have fallen asleep. Then he appeared
to James, then to all the apostles. Last of all, as to one
untimely born, he appeared also to me. . . . If Christ has not
been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins.
-I Corinthians 15:3-8, 17
$'\HDUVDIWHU&KULVW·VGHDWK(SKHVXV

Who is the liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ?
This is the antichrist, he who denies the Father and the Son.
No one who denies the Son has the Father. He who
confesses the Son has the Father also. . . . Beloved, do not
believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they
are of God;; for many false prophets have gone out into the
world. By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit
which confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of
God, and every spirit which does not confess Jesus is not of
God. This is the spirit of antichrist, of which you heard that
it was coming, and now it is in the world already.
-I John 2:22-23, 4:1-3
*****
$QG , KHDUG D YRLFH IURP KHDYHQ VD\LQJ ´:ULWH WKLV
%OHVVHG DUH WKH GHDG ZKR GLH LQ WKH /RUG KHQFHIRUWKµ
´%OHVVHG LQGHHGµ VD\V WKH 6SLULW ´WKDW WKH\ PD\ UHVW IURP
WKHLU ODERUV IRU WKHLU GHHGV IROORZ WKHPµ 7KHQ , ORRNHG
and lo, a white cloud, and seated on the cloud one like a son
of man, with a golden crown on his head, and a sharp sickle
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in his hand. And another angel came out of the temple,
calling with a loud voice to him who sat upon the cloud,
´3XWLQ\RXUVLFNOHDQGUHDSIRUWKHKRXUWRUHDSKDVFRPH
IRUWKHKDUYHVWRIWKHHDUWKLVIXOO\ULSHµ
-Revelation 14:13-15
$QG KH VDLG ´7KH NLQJGRP RI *RG LV DV LI D PDQ VKRXOG
scatter seed upon the ground, and should sleep and rise
night and day, and the seed should sprout and grow, he
knows not how. The earth produces of itself, first the blade,
then the ear, then the full grain in the ear. But when the
grain is ripe, at once he puts in the sickle, because the
KDUYHVWKDVFRPHµ
-Mark 4:26-29
´'R \RX QRW VD\ ¶7KHUH DUH \HW IRXU PRQWKV WKHQ FRPHV
WKH KDUYHVW·" , WHOO \RX OLIW XS \RXU H\HV DQG VHH KRZ WKH
ILHOGVDUHDOUHDG\ZKLWHIRUKDUYHVWµ
-John 4:35
$QRWKHUSDUDEOHKHSXWEHIRUHWKHPVD\LQJ´7KHNLQJGRP
of heaven may be compared to a man who sowed good seed
in his field;; but while men were sleeping, his enemy came
and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went away. So
when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds
appeared also. And the servants of the householder came
DQG VDLG WR KLP ¶6LU GLG \RX QRW VRZ JRRG VHHG LQ \RXU
ILHOG"+RZWKHQKDVLWZHHGV"·+HVDLGWRWKHP¶$QHQHP\
KDVGRQHWKLV·7KHVHUYDQWVVDLGWRKLP¶7KHQGR\RXZDQW
XVWRJRDQGJDWKHUWKHP"·%XWKHVDLG¶1ROHVWLQJDWKHULQJ
the weeds you root up the wheat along with them. Let both
grow together until the harvest;; and at harvest time I will tell
the reapers, Gather the weeds first and bind them in bundles
WREHEXUQHGEXWJDWKHUWKHZKHDWLQWRP\EDUQ·µ
108

-Matthew 13:24-30
´$QGZK\GR\RXQRWMXGJHIRU\RXUVHOYHVZKDWLVULJKW"$V
you go with your accuser before the magistrate, make an
effort to settle with him on the way, lest he drag you to the
judge, and the judge hand you over to the officer, and the
officer put you in prison. I tell you, you will never get out till
\RX KDYH SDLG WKH YHU\ ODVW FRSSHUµ 7KHUH ZHUH VRPH
present at that very time who told him of the Galileans
whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. And he
DQVZHUHG WKHP ´'R \RX WKLQN WKDW WKHVH *DOLOHDQV ZHUH
worse sinners than all the other Galileans, because they
suffered thus? I tell you, No;; but unless you repent you will
all likewise perish. Or those eighteen upon whom the tower
in Silo'am fell and killed them, do you think that they were
worse offenders than all the others who dwelt in Jerusalem?
I tell you, No;; but unless you repent you will all likewise
SHULVKµ $QG KH WROG WKLV SDUDEOH ´$ PDQ KDG D ILJ WUHH
planted in his vineyard;; and he came seeking fruit on it and
IRXQGQRQH$QGKHVDLGWRWKHYLQHGUHVVHU¶/RWKHVHWKUHH
years I have come seeking fruit on this fig tree, and I find
QRQH&XWLWGRZQZK\VKRXOGLWXVHXSWKHJURXQG"·$QG
KH DQVZHUHG KLP ¶/HW LW DORQH VLU WKLV \HDU DOVR WLOO , GLJ
about it and put on manure. And if it bears fruit next year,
ZHOODQGJRRGEXWLIQRW\RXFDQFXWLWGRZQ·µ
-Luke 12:57-13:9
´%HDUIUXLWWKDWEHILWVUHSHQWDQFHDQGGRQRWSUHVXPHWRVD\
WR \RXUVHOYHV ¶:H KDYH $EUDKDP DV RXU IDWKHU· IRU , WHOO
you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to
Abraham. Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees;;
every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut
GRZQDQGWKURZQLQWRWKHILUHµ
-Matthew 3:8-10
*****
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So the angel swung his sickle on the earth and gathered the
vintage of the earth, and threw it into the great wine press of
the wrath of God;; and the wine press was trodden outside
the city, and blood flowed from the wine press, as high as a
horse's bridle, for one thousand six hundred stadia. . . . He is
clad in a robe dipped in blood, and the name by which he is
called is The Word of God. And the armies of heaven,
arrayed in fine linen, white and pure, followed him on white
horses. From his mouth issues a sharp sword with which to
smite the nations, and he will rule them with a rod of iron;;
he will tread the wine press of the fury of the wrath of God
the Almighty.
-Revelation 14:19-20, 19:13-15
(Note: Also read Hebrews 10:13-16 ² what happens outside the
camp.)
´,DPWKHWUXHYLQHDQGP\)DWKHULVWKHYLQHGUHVVHU(YHU\
branch of mine that bears no fruit, he takes away, and every
branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more
fruit. You are already made clean by the word which I have
spoken to you. Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch
cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine,
neither can you, unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you
are the branches. He who abides in me, and I in him, he it is
that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do
QRWKLQJµ
-John 15:1-5
´7KH )DWKHU MXGJHV QR RQH EXW KDV JLYHQ DOO MXGJPHQW WR
WKH6RQµ
-John 5:22
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Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did another disciple. As
this disciple was known to the high priest, he entered the
court of the high priest along with Jesus, while Peter stood
outside at the door. So the other disciple, who was known to
the high priest, went out and spoke to the maid who kept
the door, and brought Peter in.
-John 8:15-16
´7UXO\WUXO\,VD\WR\RXXQOHVVDJUDLQRIZKHDWIDOOVLQWR
the earth and dies, it remains alone;; but if it dies, it bears
much fruit. . . . Now is the judgment of this world, now shall
the ruler of this world be cast out;; and I, when I am lifted up
IURPWKHHDUWKZLOOGUDZDOOPHQWRP\VHOIµ
-John 12:24, 31-32
But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with
which he loved us, even when we were dead through our
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you
have been saved), and raised us up with him, and made us sit
with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, that in the
coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his
grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you
have been saved through faith;; and this is not your own
doing, it is the gift of God-- not because of works, lest any
man should boast. For we are his workmanship, created in
Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand, that we should walk in them.
-Ephesians 2:4-10
If you are fortunate enough to be Awakened thus, you will
know why the finest language is the one that is not spoken,
the finest action is the one that is not done and the finest
change is the one that is not willed.
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-Anthony DeMello
A saint is not someone who is good but who experiences
the goodness of God.
-Thomas Merton, Christianity and Bearing Arms
So clear was the opposition of the early Christians to bearing
arms that Celsus, in his famous attack on them, declared
that if all were to do as did the Christians the Empire would
fall victim to the wildest and most lawless barbarians. In
replying, Origen did not deny that Christians were pacifists.
Indeed, he said that Christians do not fight under the
(PSHURU´DOWKRXJKKHUHTXLUHLWµ,QVWHDGKHDUJXHGWKDWLI
all were to become Christians, the barbarians would also be
Christian, and that even now, when Christians were in the
minority, their love, labour, and prayers were doing more
than Roman arms to preserve the realm.
For the early Christians, pacifism was largely
theoretical, for they were chiefly from groups other than
those from which the legions were recruited and they did
not have the responsibility for formulating state policy.
In spite of the general trend among Christians
towards pacifism, in the third century the numbers of
Christians serving in the legions seem to have increased.
This was especially the case on the frontiers, menaced as
they were by invasion, and in the West.
Moreover, after the Emperors had espoused
Christianity and they and Christian officials were charged
with the responsibility for the body politic and for making
decisions for the government, the attitude of the majority of
Christians towards war changed. Christians now began to
believe that some wars are just. That was the position taken
by Ambrose. Augustine elaborated the theoretical basis for a
just war. He held that wickedness must be restrained, by
force if necessary, and that the sword of the magistrate is
divinely commissioned. Not all wars are just. To be just, so
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Augustine said, a war must be waged under the authority of
the prince, it must have as its object the punishment of
injustice and the restoration of peace, and it must be fought
without vindictiveness and without unnecessary violence. It
must also be carried on with inward love. Yet without the
authority of the prince, Augustine taught, the civilian must
not use force to defend even his own life. The clergy and the
monks were to be entirely exempt from military service. It
was the principle of a righteous or just war which was held
by a large proportion of Christians in subsequent centuries.
-Kenneth Latourette, A History of Christianity
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The Gospel of Wrath
,W·V3HUIHFW
(Revelation 15)

Several years ago in Prague, Vera Czermak, having
learned that her husband betrayed her, jumped from her
third-story window. The newspaper, Vicerni Praha, reported
that Mrs. Czermak was recovering in the hospital after
ODQGLQJ RQ KHU KXVEDQG ZKR ZDV NLOOHG ,VQ·W WKDW FRRO"
7KDW·VWKHZD\LWVKRXOGEHULJKW"³ Justice.
According to the Associated Press, in August 1991, a
WKLHI GHFLGHG WR VLSKRQ JDV IURP 'HQQLV 4XLJJOH\·V PRWRU
home in Seattle, Washington. Dennis, inside the motor
home, heard a commotion outside and went to investigate.
He found the thief curled up in a ball on the lawn, vomiting
violently. Intending to suck the contents of the gas tank
through a hose, the thief had accidentally put the hose in the
wrong hole and sucked up the contents of the sewage tank
instead.
The thief, a boy of fourteen, was not prosecuted
because Dennis and the police agreed that he had suffered
HQRXJK -XVWLFH KDG EHHQ PHWHG RXW 7KDW·V WKH ZD\ LW·V
VXSSRVHGWREH7KDW·VWKHZD\MXVWLFHVKRXOGZRUN
On September 11, we watched the World Trade
Center engulfed in the darkest cloud, burning with jet fuel.
You saw on TV little, black specks falling not from the third
floor but, like, the 100th floor. Something deep, deep within
FULHG ´7KLV LV not WKH ZD\ LW·V VXSSRVHG WR EH 7KLV LV QRW
ULJKW ,W QHHGV WR EH ILQLVKHGµ $QG \RX IHOW D SDVVLRQ WR
finish it.
Indignation, wrath, anger, longing for justice.
Justice cannot be explained by Charles Darwin. You
ORQJIRULWEHFDXVH\RX·UHEHLQJPDGHLQWKHLPDJHRI*RG
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On the back page of Time Magazine right after the
attack, Lance Marrow wrote this:
)RU RQFH OHW·V KDYH QR ´JULHI FRXQVHORUVµ
standing by with banal consolations, as if the
purpose, in the midst of all this, were merely
to make everyone feel better as quickly as
SRVVLEOH:HVKRXOGQ·WIHHOEHWWHU$GD\
cannot live in infamy without the
QRXULVKPHQWRIUDJH/HW·VKDYHUDJH:KDW·V
needed is a united, unifying, Pearl Harbor
sort of purple American fury³a ruthless
LQGLJQDWLRQWKDWGRHVQ·WOHDNDZD\LQDZHHN
or two, wandering into a Prozac-induced
forgetfulness [a walking death]. . . . Let
America explore the rich reciprocal
possibilities of the fatwa.
'R \RX NQRZ ZKDW ´WKH IDWZDµ LV" ,W·V DQ ,VODPLF
WHUP ,W·V D GHFODUDWLRQ WR NLOO LQ RUGHU WR IXOILOO MXVWLFH
2VDPD ELQ /DGHQ LVVXHG RQH IRU \RX , NQRZ WKDW·V ,VODP
but God has issued fatwas . . . or have you not read the Old
Testament?
´)RURQFHOHW·VKDYHQRJULHIFRXQVHORUVVWDQGLQJE\
ZLWKEDQDOFRQVRODWLRQVµ$PHULFDQVKDYHGHYHORSHG´EDQDO
FRQVRODWLRQVµLQWRDQDUWIRUP$OORIWKHPDUHMXVWZD\VWR
GHQ\ WKDW ZH OLYH LQ D ´*RG-GDPQHGµ HYLO ZRUOG ´:H
VKRXOGQ·W IHHO EHWWHUµ ZULWHV /DQFH 0DUURZ So desperate are
we to feel better.
On TV this week, they were showing a peace rally . .
. already. I watched it a bit . . . to me it looked like a denial
of evil³ ´*RKLGHLQ&DQDGDµ7KDWNLQGRISDFLILVPWXUQV
my stomach . . . wealthy Americans who run from violence
and live in a world of denial.
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We American Christians are really good at that. My
children each have one of those Precious Moments Bibles.
,W·VDgood %LEOHEXWWKHFRYHUVD\V´3UHFLRXV0RPHQWVµDQG
has a picture of these cute, little, precious, cartoon kids.
:KHQ , ORRN DW LW , ZRQGHU :KDW ´SUHFLRXV
PRPHQWVµ DUH WKH\ WDONLQJ DERXW" :KHQ *RG GDPQHG WKH
world in Genesis 3? Is that it? Maybe circumcision? What
about when the only sinless, perfect man who ever lived was
beaten and stripped and nailed to a cross and consumed by
WKHZUDWKRI*RG"2UPD\EHZKHQKHVDLG´/LVWHQ³if you
want to be my disciple, you have to pick up one of these
FURVVHVDQGFRPHIROORZPHµ"
There are Christians who actually believe God is
RSSRVHGWRYLROHQFHLQDOOIRUPV<HW-HVXVVDLG´,FDPHWR
cast fire upon the earth and would that it were already
NLQGOHGµ 7KHUH DUH SHRSOH ZKR FDOO WKHPVHOYHV &KULVWLDQV
DQGDFWXDOO\VD\´,GRQ·WEHOLHYHLQD*RGRIZUDWKµ7KHQ
\RXGRQ·WEHOLHYHLQWKHFURVVWKHDWRQHPHQW
,I \RX GRQ·W EHOLHYH LQ WKH *RG RI ZUDWK , GRQ·W
think you believe in the God who is love. For love demands
ZUDWK ,W·V so easy to be a pacifist if you love no one. Satan
UDJHVLQDIXU\EXWKHGRHVQRWNQRZRUXQGHUVWDQG*RG·V
ZUDWK)RU*RG·VZUDWKLVDIXQFWLRQRI+LVUHOHQWOHVVORYH
& 6 /HZLV ZURWH ´$QJHU >ZUDWK@ LV WKH IOXLG ORYH
EOHHGVZKHQ\RXFXWLWµ
, GRQ·W NQRZ LI , KDG HYHQ EHJXQ WR XQGHUVWDQG
ZUDWKXQWLO,KDGNLGV,W·VQRWEHFDXVHWKH\ZHUHVRbad, but
because I loved them so much. I shared this with some of
you a few years ago, but I remember a time in Danville
when Elizabeth was about two. I was sitting on a railroad tie
in the park watching my priceless, precious, little daughter
Elizabeth going up and down the slide, so proud of herself.
Then this other two-year-old came along with her
mother. This two-year-old was going up and down the slide,
and this mother thought her daughter was just priceless and
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SUHFLRXV 6KH ZDV VD\LQJ ´2K \RX·UH VR ZRQGHUIXOµ 6KH
ZDVHQFRXUDJLQJ´<RX·UHGRLQJJUHDWµ%XWVKHQHYHUHYHQ
noticed Elizabeth.
Finally, Elizabeth walked to the top of the slide, sat
GRZQDQGVWDUWHG\HOOLQJDWWKHODG\´6HHPH"6HHPH",GR
LW,GRLW6HHPH"µ$QGWKHODG\did not even turn her head. I
had this fantasy that flashed through my mind . . . I still
remember it . . . of me picking up a board and smacking the
woman right up side the head. It shocked me! Wrath. But,
\RXVHHWKDW·VSDUWRIDIDWKHU·VKHDUW
Do you think the Father in Heaven loved those
6,000 people in the World Trade Center . . . thousands and
thousands of worlds destroyed . . . children . . . families?
This is one of the problems with wrath: How could there
ever be enough of it to set things straight? Enough boards .
. . enough blood . . .
,I ZH NLOO 2VDPD ELQ /DGHQ WRGD\ WKDW·V D GURS RI
blood for an ocean of blood.
We Americans are just beginning to understand how
much of the world feels and how the Church felt in the time
of the Revelation. In Revelation 6:10, the slaughtered cry out
IURP XQGHU WKH DOWDU LQ WKH WHPSOH ´+RZ ORQJ 2 /RUG
EHIRUH\RXZLOODYHQJHRXUEORRG"µ
/HW·V IDFH LW :H FRXOGQ·W PDNH 2VDPD ELQ /DGHQ
SD\EHFDXVHKHGRHVQ·WKDYHHQRXJKEORRG
But that leads to another problem with wrath. Short
of blood, we make other people pay. The terrorists exercised
indiscriminate wrath. So we are tempted to exercise
indiscriminate wrath in return! Just go blow the Hell out of all
Afghanistan! We underpay or we overpay wrath.
But how are we to know how much to dish out?
Even with people like Osama bin Laden? I read somewhere
WKDW KH LV RQH RI ILIW\ NLGV ,·P VXUH KH KDG D great
relationship with old dad . . . He grew up nurtured in war,
and who knows all the demons that plague his soul? Who
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was it that nurtured him in that war? And where does he get
his money? ³ &,$    JDV :HOO ZKR NQRZV ZKDW KH·V
really responsible for?
<RX VHH GLVSHQVLQJ ZUDWK LV LQVDQHO\ GLIILFXOW ,W·V
also an incredible burden. You know people who are
enslaved to a burden of wrath ³ angry people, bitter people
³ enslaved by their own lack of forgiveness.
, NQRZ PDQ\ RI \RX DUH WKLQNLQJ ´7KDW·V ZK\ ZH
must entrust wrath to God ³ ¶9HQJHDQFHLVPLQH·VD\VWKH
/RUGµ%XWOHW·VEHKRQHVW:H KDYHWURXEOHHQWUXVWLQJRXU
finances to God, let alone our wrath, which comes from deep
within.
For one, we worry that God will underSD\WKDW+H·V
like one of those pacifists who will pretend nothing really
happened ³ GHQLDO´:KDWLIELQ/DGHQGLHVDQHDV\GHDWK"µ
,Q ,, 3HWHU  3HWHU ZULWHV ´*RG NQRZV KRZ WR
SUHVHUYH WKH XQULJKWHRXV IRU WKH GD\ RI SXQLVKPHQWµ $QG
*RG VD\V ´9HQJHDQFH LV PLQHµ 6R 3DXO DGGV ´7UXVW KLP
ZLWK YHQJHDQFHµ ,Q RWKHU ZRUGV you forgive, and let Him
avenge.
Secondly, we worry not only that God might
underpay, but that He might overpay. As a young believer, I
think my deepest struggle with my faith was the doctrine
that God would send the reprobate to Hell to be tortured
with wrath for ever and ever and ever ZLWKRXWHQG7KDW·VDORW
of wrath! ³ for a fifteen-year-old who dies in a car accident.
I know we sin against an infinite God, but does that
mean infinite wrath forever? Such that God Himself is
enslaved to His own bitter wrath forever? Is that you, Jesus?
7KLUGO\ ZH KDYH D KDUG WLPH WUXVWLQJ *RG·V ZUDWK
EHFDXVH ZKHQ *RG·V ZUDWK IDOOV RQ HDUWK LW VHHPV VR
indiscriminate. Hurricanes, floods, the World Trade Center .
..
Jerry Falwell suggested the Trade Center tragedy
KDSSHQHG EHFDXVH RI KRPRVH[XDOV LQ $PHULFD , GRQ·W
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NQRZPD\EHWKDW·VSDUWO\WUXHEXWZHUHWKH\DOOgay in
the World Trade Center?
In 1998 on the 700 Club, Pat Robertson predicted
that God would visit hurricanes and tornadoes upon
2UODQGR )ORULGD IRU VSRQVRULQJ WKDW \HDU·V ´*D\ 'D\
)HVWLYDOµ6KRUWO\DIWHUWKDWWKHILUVWKXUULFDQHRIWKHVHDVRQ
KLWWKH HDVWFRDVW %XWLWGLGQ·WKLW2UODQGR )ORULGD,WKLW
Virginia Beach, home of the 700 Club.
,W·VKDUGWRHQWUXVWZUDWKWR*RGIRUZHZRUU\+H·OO
dispense too little or too much or do it in the wrong place . .
. indiscriminately. Even worse, deep inside we fear this the
very most: He may dispense wrath to absolute perfection.
As I sat on the timber in the park, fantasizing about
hitting this woman in the head with a board because she
ignored my priceless little princess, I had this thought . . . I
EHOLHYHLWFDPHIURPP\)DWKHULQ+HDYHQ´3HWHUQRZ
\RX NQRZ MXVW D OLWWOH KRZ , IHHO IRU DOO P\ FKLOGUHQµ ,
thought, Oh, God! How many children have I ignored? In
the Sudan . . . in Ethiopia . . . in Mexico, not sitting on slides
EXWLQJDUEDJHKHDSVVD\LQJ´/RRNDWPH,·PKXQJU\µ
What if He feels over them the way I feel over my
daughter? For that matter, what if He thinks the lady in the
park is one of His children, and He reads my thoughts? I
suppose He feels that way over Afghan children, over
terrorist children, maybe even over terrorists. (When
Elizabeth was two, sometimes she acted like a terrorist . . .
and I still loved her.)
What if He felt about everyone on the planet the
way I felt about Elizabeth sitting on that slide that day? ³ so
much wrath . . . so much blood . . . all of us guilty as Hell.
What does a Daddy do when His own children
murder each other? Rape each other? Destroy each other?
$QG ,·P RQH RI WKHP :KDW GRHV D )DWKHU GR ZLWK +LV
wrath? ³ I guess just kill them all . . . flood them all . . .
drown them all. In fact, He tried that once. The problem
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was, Noah got away.
7KDW·V WKH KXJH P\VWHU\ LQ WKH %LEOH :K\ DUH ZH
VWLOO KHUH" ,W·V QRW D P\VWHU\ LQ WKH .RUDQ EHFDXVH VRPH
people are good. 3HRSOHVD\´'RQ·WEDVKWKH.RUDQ7KHUH·V
YLROHQFHLQWKH2OG7HVWDPHQWWRRµ:HOOWKHUH sure is. The
mystery is why there is not more. $WWKHYHU\EHJLQQLQJLW·V
as if God Himself issues a fatwa against all humanity. He says,
´,I \RX HDW WKH IUXLW RI WKH WUHH \RX ZLOO GLHµ :H DWH VR
ZH·UHHLWKHUGHDGRUG\LQJ ZDONLQJGHDG 3DXOZULWHV´7KH
wrath of God is [not will be@EHLQJUHYHDOHGµ
What a nightmare. We long for justice, yet the justice
we long for is our own death. The wrath of God ³ what a
nightmare. For years I was terrified of Revelation 15-16.
7KDW LV ZKHUH WKH ZUDWKRI *RG LV SRXUHG RXW 6R , GLGQ·W
read it . . . denial of a nightmare.
<RX·OOUHPHPEHUWKDWLQFKDSWHUIRXUWHHQ-RKQKDV
just watched Jesus trample the grapes of wrath outside the
city where He was crucified. Blood flowed from the wine
press like a river that filled the whole land to the depth of a
KRUVH·VEULGOH7KDW·VDORWRIEORRG

REVELATION 15: Then I saw another portent in
heaven, great and wonderful, seven angels with seven
plagues, which are the last, for with them the wrath
of God is ended.
And I saw what appeared to be a sea of
glass mingled with fire, and those who had conquered
the beast and its image and the number of its name,
standing beside the sea of glass with harps of God in
their hands. And they sing the song of Moses, the
servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying,
´*UHDW DQG ZRQGHUIXO DUH WK\ GHHGV 2 /RUG *RG
the Almighty! Just and true are thy ways, O King of
the ages! Who shall not fear and glorify thy name, O
Lord? For thou alone art holy. All nations shall
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come and worship thee, for thy judgments have been
UHYHDOHGµ
After this I looked, and the temple of the
tent of witness in heaven was opened, and out of the
temple came the seven angels with the seven plagues,
robed in pure bright linen, and their breasts girded
with golden girdles. And one of the four living
creatures gave the seven angels seven golden bowls full
of the wrath of God who lives for ever and ever;; and
the temple was filled with smoke from the glory of
God and from his power, and no one could enter the
temple until the seven plagues of the seven angels were
HQGHG>LQ*UHHN´WHOHRVµ@

Then John watches as the angels pour out the bowls
of wrath upon the earth in chapter sixteen: sores, the sea
becomes blood, the rivers become blood, the sun scorches
PHQ DQG ZRPHQ WKH %HDVW·V NLQJGRP LV SOXQJHG LQWR
darkness.
And nobody repents. Demons and armies ready for
Armageddon. At the last bowl, mountains and islands flee,
and all opposed to God end in the Lake of Fire.
These seven bowls in chapter sixteen are very much
OLNH WKH WHQ SODJXHV RQ (J\SW ZKLFK ZHUH ´SRXUHG RXWµ
immediately before Israel passed through the Red Sea and
sang the song of Moses. Here in chapter fifteen of
Revelation, the saints seem to pass through this sea of fire
and glass, and sing the song of Moses and the Lamb.
The seven bowls are also very much like the seven
seals and seven trumpets, except with the seals, things
happen in fourths, and with the trumpets, things happen in
thirds. Now with the bowls, the plagues are complete. (Not
a third of the sea but all of the sea turns to blood.)
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Seven bowls of wrath are also like the seven days of
FUHDWLRQ RQO\ LQ UHYHUVH ,I \RX ZDQW ZUDWK \RX·OO JHW LW
And it will be perfect. Yet this is good, wonderful news?
Did you notice the seven angels come out of the
temple? Maybe they are the seven angels in the seven
churches. Remember, we make up the temple.
I think the seven angelos messengers that seem like
the seven spirits before the throne (which are the eyes of the
Lamb, the Spirit of God sent out into the entire earth) are
the Holy Spirit or closely connected to the Spirit who lives
in us³the temple³the Church³the tabernacle. And each
one of them is dressed like Jesus dressed in chapter one ³
He wore a white, linen robe with a golden sash around His
chest.
5HPHPEHU-HVXVVDLG´2QWKHGD\RIMXGJPHQWWKH
NLQJZLOOVD\¶:KDWHYHU\RXGLGWRWKHOHDVWRIWKHVH\RXGLG
WRPH·µ:K\ZLOO +HVD\WKDW" ³ Because the king was in
them. He dwells in His temple, His brethren.
So this is judgment: How you treat Christ in His
temple. And you are that temple, children of God. He
knows every thought. The Angel of Yahweh is in the temple
³ us. So these angels do not pour these bowls
LQGLVFULPLQDWHO\,W·VSHUIHFWDQGDEVROXWH
I believe wrath probably was being poured out at the
:RUOG 7UDGH &HQWHU , EHOLHYH LW·V EHLQJ SRXUHG RXW DOO WKH
WLPH 3DXO VDLG LW LQ 5RPDQV  ´7KH ZUDWK RI *RG LV
being revealed against all ungodliness and wickedness of
PHQZKRE\WKHLUZLFNHGQHVVVXSSUHVVWKHWUXWKµ
So I bet wrath was being poured out in New York.
But not just wrath. I bet some saw seals broken revealing the
glory of Christ, some heard trumpets, even the last trumpet
FDOOLQJ ´&RPH KRPH &RPH KRPHµ 6RPH KHDUG WKH
thunders speak wonders that cannot be uttered on earth.
And yes, I imagine some drank from the cup of the
fury of the wrath of God Almighty. Seals, trumpets,
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WKXQGHUV ERZOV,EHOLHYHWKH\·UHDOOKDSSHQLQJ7RWKH
outsider, they look the same and so indiscriminate. But to
WKH UHFHLYHU WKH\·UH QRW DW all the same. His judgments are
revealed, and they are not indiscriminate but a perfect
wonder.
In verse one, John writes that the sign or portent is
great and wonderful, for with these seven plagues the wrath
of God is ended³´WHOHRµ³SHUIHFWHG ,·P MXVW JRLQJ WR
believe scripture on this one. The wrath of God comes to an
HQG7KDWPHDQVLIVRXOVDUHIRUHYHUWRUPHQWHGLQ+HOOLW·V
not by the wrath of God. In fact, in the second death
(Revelation 20), death and Hell themselves get thrown in the
/DNHRI)LUH´$QGGHDWKVKDOOEHQRPRUHµ 5HYHODWLRQ 
No living death ³ annihilation. The wrath of God comes to
DQHQGHYHQEHWWHUD´WHOHRVµ³a perfection.
The seventh bowl is like the seventh and last
WUXPSHW $W WKH ODVW WUXPSHW ´WKH GHDG ZLOO EH UDLVHG
LPSHULVKDEOHµ ZULWHV 3DXO 7KH VHYHQWK ERZO DQG WKH
seventh trumpet anticipate the last plague on the Egyptians,
which you remember was the death of the first-born son.
$V WKH VHYHQWK ERZO LV EHLQJ SRXUHG RXW DV *RG·V
wrath is complete, as mountains and hills flee away, in verse
17 a voice comes out of the temple from the throne. Who is
on the throne? ³ A slaughtered Lamb, the first-born Son of
*RGRQO\EHJRWWHQRIWKH)DWKHU$QGWKHYRLFHFULHV´,WLV
GRQHµ/LJKWQLQJIODVKHVDQGWKHHDUWKVKDNHV
When Jesus hung on that cross outside Jerusalem,
trampling the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God,
John records that as He was dying, with His last breath He
VDLG ´,W LV ILQLVKHG >WHOHR@µ $QG WKH OLJKWQLQJ IODVKHG DQG
the earth shook.
2Q WKDW FURVV -HVXV GLGQ·W MXVW VDYH XV IURP 6DWDQ
and death, He saved us from the wrath of God Almighty by
bearing it Himself. There God fulfilled His fatwa against
humanity, and the blood flowed a river over all the land to
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WKH GHSWK RI D KRUVH·V EULGOH 7KDW LV enough blood. On that
FURVV-HVXVGLGQ·WMXVWGLH+LVRZQGHDWKKHERUHWKHHQWLUH
ZUDWKRI*RGIRUDQHQWLUH´*RG-GDPQHGµZRUOG7KDW·VD
lot of blood.
Every bowl, every sin, every sorrow;; every tear wept
by every child in New York City going to bed alone;; the
anxiety of every mother at the Afghan border trying to feed
her children;; every pain, every sorrow, every sin, He Himself
bore. God in flesh bore it. What does a good Father do with
all His wrath? He bears it Himself. And on that cross, the
)DWKHU·VZUDWKZDVWHOHRV³perfected³ended.
The wrath of God will come to an end, either at the
cross or in the Lake of Fire. The question is, Where does it
come to an end for you? Surrender wrath to Jesus, and it
ends at the cross. Harbor wrath for yourself, and it will end
with you in the Lake of Fire. Fire.
:H VD\ ´:HOO WKDW·V ILQH EXW ZK\ GR ZH KDYH WR
live in this world of fire and wrath in the first SODFH"µ 7KH
wrath of God will come to an end, but better than that, it
will come to a teleos³a perfection³a goal.
This is the incredible news: The wrath of God has a
goal6DWDQ·VIXU\KDVQRJRDOLW·VDUHDFWLRQ*RG·VZUDWKLV
QRW VLPSO\ D UHDFWLRQ WR VLQ 7KDW·V QRW WKH GHHSHVW VWRU\
*RG·V ZUDWK LV SDUW RI D JORULRXV SODQ VHW IRUWK DW WKH
IRXQGDWLRQ RI WKH ZRUOG ´/HW XV PDNH PDQ LQ RXU RZQ
LPDJHµ
In chapter fifteen, it appears these saints pass
through the sea of fire and glass, just like the Israelites
passed through the Red Sea. The same sea that baptized,
delivered, and created the Israelites consumed the
Egyptians.
The saints stand on the edge of the sea and sing the
song of Moses and the Lamb³*RG·V VDOYDWLRQ 2QO\ they,
the children of God, can sing it. It is faith in the relentless
love of the Father. Maybe the sea of fire not only consumes
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ZKDW·V HYLO EXW SXULILHV ZKDW·V JRRG    WKLQJV OLNH RXU
´IDLWKPRUHSUHFLRXVWKDQJROGZKLFKWKRXJKSHULVKDEOHLV
WHVWHG>UHILQHG@E\ILUHµ
Maybe fire consumes evil and purifies the good.
0D\EHLW·VKRZZH·UHPDGH³ in His image.
What is WKH ILUH" 7KLV LV ZLOG    LW·V D huge mystery,
DQG ,·P QRW VD\LQJ , UHDOO\ XQGHUVWDQG LW 7KH DXWKRU RI
+HEUHZV VD\V ´2XU *RG LV D FRQVXPLQJ ILUHµ 7KH ZRUG
´WKHLRQµ LQ *UHHN FDQ EH WUDQVODWHG ERWK DV ´EULPVWRQHµ
DQG ´GLYLQLW\µ ,Q 5HYHODWLRQ    DQG  ZH UHDG
DERXW WKH ODNH RI ´ILUH DQG EULPVWRQHµ RU ´ILUH DQG
GLYLQLW\µRU´ILUHWKDWLVGLYLQLW\µ
-RKQ LQ , -RKQ ZULWHV ´*RG LV ORYHµ , GRQ·W WKLQN
that means He is part love and part fire. I think that means
His love LVILUH$QG-HVXVGLGVD\´,FDPHWRFDVWILUHXSRQ
the earth. How I am constrained until it is accomplished. I
GLGQRWFRPHWREULQJSHDFHRQHDUWKEXWDVZRUGµ
He taught us His Spirit would convict the world of
sin. He taught that His cross was the judgment. That fire did
fall at Pentecost³the Spirit of the Living God.
And the Church did go to war. And Satan is defeated.
And the gates of Hell cannot prevail against the Church. And
saints do FRQTXHUE\´WKHEORRGRIWKH/DPEµ)RU+HKDV
given us His blood to drink. It is the fluid. Love bled when
it was cut on Calvary. Sweet wine to the children of God,
fiery wrath to the Prince of Darkness, but the same fluid.
The love of God in Christ is a consuming fire, and it is what
ZH DUH WR EOHHG ,W·V FDOOHG forgiveness. When we forgive, we
bleed fire.
7KHUH DUH SHRSOH ZKR DUH FDOOHG ´&KULVWLDQ
3DFLILVWVµ SHRSOH OLNH 4XDNHUV 0HQQRQLWHV $PLVK   
maybe even you . . . I hope you, at least in your personal life .
  ZKHQ \RX ´WXUQ WKH RWKHU FKHHNµ OLNH -HVXV WROG \RX WR
do, when you hang on crosses, when you bleed with Jesus.
People like that are hardly pacifists;; in fact, I really
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EHOLHYH WKH\·UH WKH PRVW YLROHQW SHRSOH RQ HDUWK ,W·V MXVW
WKH\ GRQ·W EDWWOH DQ\ HDUWKO\ NLQJGRP 7KH\ EDWWOH WKH
kingdom of Hell with the fire of God, the blood of Christ,
the grace of God. They pour it unmixed on the head of the
Evil One, and it burns him like hot coals, exposing every
one of his foul arguments, obstacles to the glory of God.
They are people like John, exiled on the island of
Patmos;; Peter, crucified upside-down;; Paul, beheaded;; the
martyrs in the seven churches that changed the world . . .
people like St. Francis of Assisi, people like Mother
Theresa . . . people like you HYHU\WLPH\RXEOHHG-HVXV·ORYH
for someone else. You are being made in His image.
The Lamb is the Lion. He is the consuming fire.
,·YHVHHQLWIDOORQGHPRQVLQSUD\HUDQGLWEXUQVWKHPOLNH
fire. But that very same Spirit on you is love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness . . . life!
6R LI \RX·YH VXUUHQGHUHG WR +LP DQG +LV JUDFH LI
you surrender wrath to Him . . .
The cup of wrath is not blood to you, but wine.
The Word is not the sword of death but the
scalpel of healing.
The rock does not crush you, but it hides you³
your refuge.
The cross is not your judgment but your
salvation.
The wrath of God is not your horror but a
EOD]LQJ SRUWHQW LQ WKH KHDYHQV RI \RXU )DWKHU·V
relentless love.
The fire does not consume you but refines you
in His image. And you will stand forever with
-HVXV VLQJLQJ WR WKH SUDLVH RI *RG·V JORULRXV
grace in Christ for you.
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7KDW·V WKH ´WHOHRVµ WKDW·V WKH HQG WKDW·V WKH
perfection of the wrath of God ² in a word, the Bride of
Christ, spotless and without blemish, refined, precious, like a
jewel in the New Jerusalem;; like gold refined by fire,
standing with Jesus, the Great Bridegroom.
In the rubble of the Trade Center, there are
diamonds, and they are unscathed. Why? ³ %HFDXVHWKH\·YH
already been through the fire. And in the rubble of the
7UDGH&HQWHUWKHUHLVJROG,W·VLQQHZVKDSHVEXWQRQHRILW
has been consumed. It has only been refined. And in the
rubble of the Trade Center, there is a cross. It was on the
cover of the Rocky Mountain News. Some people say it was an
accident. But there are QR DFFLGHQWV ,W·V D SRUWHQW +H·V
passed through the fire too, and He takes His Bride with
Him.
One morning about three years ago my wife Susan
ZRNHPH XSHDUO\DQGVDLG´3HWHU,MXVWKDGDYLVLRQµ ,W
really kind of freaked her out, because it was a new thing for
her. ,·YH never had a vision, but she gets them every now and
then.) She said:
I looked in the corner of the room, and I
saw dark clouds. Then they parted and the
sun came out. Before that, I had a clear
dream³it seemed so real! I saw thousands
of people descending in a line down a spiral
staircase. The people were like zombies, like
the walking dead. And all along the line there
were demons that were harassing them,
poking them, and trying to hurt them.
7KH SHRSOH GLGQ·W HYHQ PRYH³they
hardly even flinched³because they were used
to it. They were used to being dead. It was
normal for them.
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Then all at once I saw this woman
DQG KHU H\HV ZHUHQ·W FORXG\ OLNH HYHU\RQH
HOVH·V7KH\ZHUHZLGHRSHQDQGDZDNHDQG
she was alive! She kept protesting,
´6RPHWKLQJ·VZURQJKHUH,·PQRWVXSSRVHG
WR EH KHUH 6RPHWKLQJ·V QRW ULJKWµ 7KH
demons kept harassing her, trying to horrify
her and mock her, but she kept protesting.
And the line kept moving.
At the bottom of the staircase, there
was one huge demon, a beast with eight
arms. It would take these zombies and throw
WKHP LQ WKH /DNH RI )LUH DQG WKH\·G EH
consumed. Then the beast threw that
ZRPDQ LQ WKH /DNH RI )LUH %XW VKH ZDVQ·W
consumed! In fact, she kept protesting,
´6RPHWKLQJ·VQRWULJKW,·PQRWVXSSRVHGWR
EHKHUHµ
It absolutely infuriated the beast! He
went into a rage and was trying to push her
into the fire, but each time she would just
float back up protesting. He kept pushing
her down and she kept rising up, and as I
watched this, she gradually began to float out
of the reach of the arms of this beast. It was
like the whole lake shifted and she floated
into this area of cool, clear water (like glass).
Then on the shores I began to see
vegetation lush with life. Then I saw Him. I
saw Jesus. And He reached in and pulled the
woman out of the water and stood her right
next to Him. And she was gorgeous! It was like
VKH ZDV UHILQHG VSXQ JROG , GRQ·W HYHQ
know what spun gold isEXWWKDW·VZKDWVKH
was! She was radiant.
Jesus looked at her and said,
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´6ZHHWKHDUW\RXZHUHPHDQWIRUhereµ

Susan had never read Revelation 15. So she said,
´3HWHU ZKDW was that? I understand that the end was
Heaven, but where were those walking dead, and who was
WKDWZRPDQ"µ
Where were all those people? ³ Here, in the land of
the walking dead. And who is the woman? ³ Us, the Bride
of Christ.
Revelation 15 is not a nightmare. It is one glorious
and wonderful dream.
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Further Reading

When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the
souls of those who had been slain for the word of God and
for the witness they had borne;; they cried out with a loud
YRLFH ´2 6RYHUHLJQ /RUG KRO\ DQG WUXH KRZ ORQJ EHIRUH
thou wilt judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell
XSRQWKHHDUWK"µ
-Revelation 6:9-10
Then I saw another portent in heaven, great and wonderful,
seven angels with seven plagues . . .
-Revelation 15:1a
The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all
the godlessness and wickedness of men who suppress the
truth by their wickedness . . . .
-Romans 1:18
It may seem strange to say that Mark, having long lived in a
world without charity, had nevertheless very seldom met real
anger. Malice in plenty he had encountered, but it all
operated by snubs and sneers and stabbing in the back.
-C. S. Lewis, That Hideous Strength
Anger is the fluid that love bleeds when you cut it.
-C. S. Lewis
´,FDPHWRFDVWILUHXSRQWKHHDUWKDQGZRXOGWKDWLWZHUH
already kindled! I have a baptism to be baptized with;; and
how I am constrained until it is accomplished! Do you think
that I have come to give peace on earth? No, I tell you, but
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UDWKHUGLYLVLRQµ
-Luke 12:49-51
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together
in one place. And suddenly a sound came from heaven like
the rush of a mighty wind, and it filled all the house where
they were sitting. And there appeared to them tongues as of
fire, distributed and resting on each one of them.
-Acts 2:1-3
´1HYHUWKHOHVV,WHOO\RXWKHWUXWKLWLVWR\RXUDGYDQWDJHWKDW
I go away, for if I do not go away, the Counselor will not
come to you;; but if I go, I will send him to you. And when
he comes, he will convince the world concerning sin and
righteousness and judgment: concerning sin, because they
do not believe in me;; concerning righteousness, because I go
to the Father, and you will see me no more;; concerning
MXGJPHQWEHFDXVHWKHUXOHURIWKLVZRUOGLVMXGJHGµ
-John 16:7-11
FDOOLQJWRWKHPRXQWDLQVDQGURFNV´)DOORQXVDQGKLGH
us from the face of him who is seated on the throne, and
IURPWKHZUDWKRIWKH/DPE"µ
-Revelation 6:16
What if God, desiring to show his wrath and to make
known his power, has endured with much patience the
vessels of wrath made for destruction, in order to make
known the riches of his glory for the vessels of mercy,
which he has prepared beforehand for glory, even us whom
he has called, not from the Jews only but also from the
Gentiles?
-Romans 9:22-24
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´1RZLVWKHMXGJPHQWRIWKLVZRUOGQRZVKDOOWKHUXOHURI
WKLVZRUOGEHFDVWRXWµ
-John 12:31
:KHQ-HVXVKDGUHFHLYHGWKHYLQHJDUKHVDLG´,WLVILQLVKHG
>WHOHRV@µDQGKHERZHGKLVKHDGDQGJDYHXSKLVVSLULW
-John 19:30
Then I saw another portent in heaven, great and wonderful,
seven angels with seven plagues, which are the last, for with
them the wrath of God is ended [teleos].
-Revelation 15:1
The seventh angel poured his bowl into the air, and a loud
YRLFHFDPHRXWRIWKHWHPSOHIURPWKHWKURQHVD\LQJ´,WLV
GRQHµ
-Revelation 16:17
´%XW DV IRU WKH FRZDUGO\ WKH IDLWKOHVV WKH SROOXWHG DV IRU
murderers, fornicators, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their
lot shall be in the lake that burns with fire and sulphur,
ZKLFKLVWKHVHFRQGGHDWKµ
-Revelation 21:8
But for infidels is the fire of Hell;; to die shall never be
decreed them, nor shall aught of its torment be made light
to them. Thus reward We every infidel!
-The Koran, Sura 35:34
Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath
RI *RG IRU LW LV ZULWWHQ ´9HQJHDQFH LV PLQH , ZLOO UHSD\
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VD\VWKH/RUGµ
-Romans 12:19
Since, therefore, we are now justified by his blood, much
more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God.
-Romans 5:9
For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that
whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal
life. For God sent the Son into the world, not to condemn
the world, but that the world might be saved through him.
He who believes in him is not condemned;; he who does not
believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in
the name of the only Son of God. And this is the judgment,
that the light has come into the world, and men loved
darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. For
every one who does evil hates the light, and does not come
to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed. But he who
does what is true comes to the light, that it may be clearly
seen that his deeds have been wrought in God. . . . He who
believes in the Son has eternal life;; he who does not obey
the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God rests upon
him.
-John 3:16-21, 36
´6RQµKHVDLG´\HFDQQRWLQ\RXUSUHVHQWVWDWHXQGHUVWDQG
eternity: when Anodos looked through the door of the
Timeless, he brought no message back. But ye can get some
likeness of it if ye say that both good and evil, when they are
full grown, become retrospective. Not only this valley but all
this earthly past will have been Heaven to those who are
saved. Not only the twilight in that town, but all their life on
earth too, will then be seen by the damned to have been
Hell. This is what mortals misunderstand. They say of some
WHPSRUDOVXIIHULQJ¶1RIXWXUHEOLVVFDQPDNHXSIRULW·QRW
knowing that Heaven, once attained, will work backwards
and turn even that agony into a glory. And of some sinful
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SOHDVXUH WKH\ VD\ ¶/HW PH EXW KDYH this DQG ,·OO WDNH WKH
FRQVHTXHQFHV· OLWWOH GUHDPLQJ KRZ GDPQDWLRQ ZLOO VSUHDG
back and back into their past and contaminate the pleasure
of the sin. Both processes begin even before death. The
JRRG PDQ·VSDVWEHJLQVWRFKDQJHVRWKDWKLVIRUJLYHQVLQV
and remembered sorrows take on the quality of Heaven: the
EDGPDQ·VSDVWDOUHDG\FRQIRUPVWRKLVEDGQHVVDQGLVILOOHG
only with dreariness. And that is why, at the end of all
things, when the sun rises here and the twilight turns to
EODFNQHVVGRZQWKHUHWKH %OHVVHG ZLOOVD\¶:HKDYHQHYHU
OLYHG DQ\ZKHUH H[FHSW LQ +HDYHQ· DQG WKH /RVW ¶:H ZHUH
DOZD\VLQ+HOO·$QGERWKZLOOVSHDNWUXO\µ
-C. S. Lewis, The Great Divorce
Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire.
This is the second death, the lake of fire . . .
-Revelation 20:14
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When Fear Turns Into Faith
And What the Prince Is After
(Revelation 16)

Last week Osama bin Laden issued a statement
saying he was pleased with the terrorist attack of September
11, because all of America was filled with fear. I think he
was at least partly right. Sometimes you can feel it in the air
³ a spirit of fear.
,W·VQRWMXVW$PHULFDWKDW·VLQIHDU$IJKDQLVWDQ LV D
garden of terror, for women especially. Women are virtually
slaves in Afghanistan. Imprisoned. In an effort to restore the
´SXULW\ RI ,VODPµ WKH 7DOLEDQ KDV RXWODZHG DOPRVW
HYHU\WKLQJ PXVLF VLQJLQJ FKLOGUHQ·V WR\V HYHQ ZHGGLQJ
parties. For women, even more has been outlawed:
employment, education, exposing any skin, laughing in
public.
For entertainment, men gather in the old Olympic
stadium and watch women as they are flogged or stoned for
crimes like exposing their face or walking with a man who is
not a relative. Afghan women have been so filled with fear
and depression that foreign aid doctors report many of them
have burned throats from attempting to kill themselves by
drinking battery acid and household cleaners.
And now, on top of everything else, U.S. bombs are
exploding throughout their country as their government tells
them we hate them.
Muslims are quick to point out that the treatment of
women in places like Saudi Arabia, Iran, and Afghanistan is
QRWUHSUHVHQWDWLYHRIDOO,VODP%XWLW·VFOHDUWKH.RUDQVHHV
women as inferior. We read this week that one of the
WHUURULVWV ZLOOHG WKDW QR ZRPDQ YLVLW KLV JUDYH 0HQ DUH ´D
VWHS DERYH ZRPHQµ 6XUD   DQG ´VXSHULRU WR
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ZRPHQµ 6XUD   ,Q WKH .RUDQ PHQ FDQ PDUU\ VHYHUDO
women and even acquire them with money.
According to many Muslim scholars and the
WUDGLWLRQDOWHDFKLQJRIWKH+DGLWKZRPHQDUH´DWR\IRUWKH
UHOHDVH RI PDQ·V VH[XDO VWRUPµ 0XVOLPV DUJXH DERXW WKHVH
things, and clearly Christians have repressed women as well,
but the Bible does tell a different story.
,Q WKH HQWLUH .RUDQ WKH ZRUG ´NLVVµ QHYHU DSSHDUV
once. But the word is absolutely critical in our Scriptures. In
fact, at the end of all things, according to the Bible and the
book of the Revelation, there is the ultimate Marriage
Supper. Heaven is a wedding party. Heaven is illegal in
Afghanistan.
Women certainly know fear in any society. Physically
DQG VRFLDOO\ WKH\ DUH PRUH YXOQHUDEOH WKDQ PHQ 7KDW·V
because their bodies were made to bear life itself. Hating
women is hating life.
Recently I saw a movie about a young woman who
fell in love but lost her love at sea. She sank into despair.
Years later she was kidnapped by thieves, chased by pirates
(more thieves) in the night, and finally one pirate captures
her. In terror, she finds out this is the man blamed with
NLOOLQJ KHU ORYHU +H KROGV KLV EODGH DQG WHOOV KHU ´/LIH LV
SDLQµ +H PRFNV KHU ORYH DQG WKHQ GHVFULEHV KHU ORYHU·V
death.
Maybe you feel like that woman . . . vulnerable,
SODJXHGE\WHUURUDIUDLGORYHLVDVKDPDQGGHDWKLVZKDW·V
real. Your world is crumbling, you feel violated, and you
ZRQGHU´:KDWGRWKHVHWHUURUVPHDQ"µ
In the beginning we fell, but why did God let us
choose evil? Why did He give us our wish? We died that day!
What do these plagues mean? ³ wrath, death, hell?
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REVELATION 16: Then I heard a loud voice from
WKHWHPSOHWHOOLQJWKHVHYHQDQJHOV´*RDQGSRXURXW
RQWKHHDUWKWKHVHYHQERZOVRIWKHZUDWKRI*RGµ
So the first angel went and poured his bowl
on the earth, and foul and evil sores came upon the
men who bore the mark of the beast and worshiped
its image.
The second angel poured his bowl into the
sea, and it became like the blood of a dead man, and
every living thing died that was in the sea.
The third angel poured his bowl into the
rivers and the fountains of water, and they became
EORRG$QG,KHDUGWKHDQJHORIZDWHUVD\´-XVWDUW
thou in these thy judgments, thou who art and wast,
O Holy One. For men have shed the blood of saints
and prophets, and thou hast given them blood to
GULQN ,W LV WKHLU GXHµ $QG , KHDUG WKH DOWDU FU\
´<HD/RUG*RGWKH$OPLJKW\WUXHDQGMXVWDUHWK\
MXGJPHQWVµ
The fourth angel poured his bowl on the
sun, and it was allowed to scorch men with fire;; men
were scorched by the fierce heat, and they cursed the
name of God who had power over these plagues, and
they did not repent and give him glory.
The fifth angel poured his bowl on the
throne of the beast, and its kingdom was in
darkness;; men gnawed their tongues in anguish and
cursed the God of heaven for their pain and sores,
and did not repent of their deeds.
The sixth angel poured his bowl on the
great river Euphra'tes, and its water was dried up, to
prepare the way for the kings from the east. And I
saw, issuing from the mouth of the dragon and from
the mouth of the beast and from the mouth of the
false prophet, three foul spirits like frogs;; for they are
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demonic spirits, performing signs, who go abroad to
the kings of the whole world, to assemble them for
EDWWOHRQWKHJUHDWGD\RI*RGWKH$OPLJKW\ ´/R,
am coming like a thief! Blessed is he who is awake,
keeping his garments that he may not go naked and
EHVHHQ H[SRVHGµ $QGWKH\DVVHPEOHGWKHPDWWKH
place which is called in Hebrew Armaged'don.
The seventh angel poured his bowl into the
air, and a loud voice came out of the temple, from the
WKURQHVD\LQJ´,WLVGRQHµ$QGWKHUHZHUHIODVKHV
of lightning, voices, peals of thunder, and a great
earthquake such as had never been since men were on
the earth, so great was that earthquake. The great
city was split into three parts, and the cities of the
nations fell, and God remembered great Babylon, to
make her drain the cup of the fury of his wrath. And
every island fled away, and no mountains were to be
found;; and great hailstones, heavy as a hundredweight, dropped on men from heaven, till men cursed
God for the plague of the hail, so fearful was that
plague.

There are approximately 2.6 billion views as to what
WKRVH ERZOV UHSUHVHQW ,W·V YHU\ GLIILFXOW WR NQRZ ZKDW WR
take at face value and what is more. For instance, the frogs
are not just frogs, they are demons enticing kings. There is no
$UPDJHGGRQWKDWZHNQRZRI7KHZRUGPHDQV´0RXQWDLQV
RI 0HJLGGRµ 7KHUH LV D 0HJLGGR EXW WKHUH DUH QR
mountains there. Are the sores just sores, or are they more?
Historists like John Wesley, Jonathan Edwards, and
George Whitfield saw the sores as atheism infecting people
of the French Revolution. They taught that chapter sixteen
was all about the French revolutions and the downfall of the
papacy in 1798. And it makes remarkable sense. In fact, they
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had some astounding, successful predictions in the
eighteenth century.
Preterists say chapter sixteen refers to ancient Rome
or Jerusalem. What they say fits remarkably well also. For
instance, at the seventh bowl, one-hundred-pound
hailstones fall from the sky onto the city. The Jewish
historian Josephus records in his history of the Jews (written
independently of the Revelation) that during the siege of
Jerusalem in 70 A.D. the Romans launched one-hundredSRXQGZKLWHVWRQHVIURPFDWDSXOWVDQGWKH-HZVFULHG´7KH
6RQ FRPHWKµ 6FKRODUV KDYH EHHQ FRQIXVHG E\ WKDW 7KH
best they can make out is that the Jews were mocking Christ
and His words on Jerusalem.
According to Josephus, the Sea of Galilee turned to
blood, full of the corpses of dead Jews. There were rivers of
blood in the city, and like Christ said, Jerusalem fell.
Some Preterists point to the fifth bowl poured on
WKH WKURQH RI WKH %HDVW 7KDW·V DW least Rome, but that
kingdom fell long ago. Perhaps the throne of the Beast is
plunged into darkness more than once.
Futurists love to speculate about a renewed Roman
Empire, nuclear war, the red tide, sun scorch through ozone
depletion, earthquake-related deaths, and the Asian hordes
coming over the Euphrates from places like Afghanistan.
Now we can add new speculations involving
America, Osama bin Laden, and world trade.
:KDW·VUHPDUNDEOHWRPHLVKRZVRPXFKRILWUHDOO\
ILWV0D\EHWKH\·UHDOOpartly right. Maybe all these tribulations
DUH´ODERUSDLQVµDV-HVXVFDOOHGWKHP/DERUSDLQVFRPHLQ
F\FOHV RYHU DQG RYHU XQWLO LW·V WLPH IRU GHOLYHU\³life.
Maybe history is repeating itself all in the service of giving
birth to something.
0DOFROP 0XJJHULGJH ZURWH ´+LVWRU\ FRQVLVWV RI
parables whereby God communicates in terms that the
imagination rather than the mind, faith rather than
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NQRZOHGJHFDQJUDVSµ
That is, God is using the props of history to get us
to have faith in something, to give birth to something.
´<RX NQRZ WKHUH DUH PDQ\ SOHDVXUHV LQ EHLQJ ROG
DQGJDJDµZULWHV0XJJHULGJH´2QHRIWKHJUHDWHVWLVWR
realize that history is largely nonsensical. . . . The only
reason for studying what goes on is to get at this parable
that it conveys. Otherwise it is just like an interminable soap
opera whose situations endlessly recur although the
FKDUDFWHUVFKDQJHµ
,·YH KHDUG P\ HLJKW\-two-year-old father talk this
way. In fact, he was the one who first read me this quote.
When I talked to him after the World Trade Center tragedy,
his attitude was, Hitler . . . Marx . . . Osama bin Laden . . .
seen it all before. How are my grandkids? ³ tell me about
love.
0D\EHKHLVJHWWLQJWKHSDUDEOH0D\EHLW·VOLNH*.
&KHVWHUWRQ DUJXHG ´7KH PRVW UHDVRQDEOH WKLQJV DUH
IDLU\WDOHVQRWIDFWVµ
Well, the bowls, trumpets, and seals look pretty
much the same, except seals reveal glories, trumpets
SURFODLPQHZVDQGERZOVGLVSHQVHZUDWK,I\RXGRQ·WZDQW
to experience the bowls of wrath, repent! Turn your life over
to Christ. Turn your fear into faith.
People who receive the bowls in verses nine, eleven,
and twenty-RQHGRQ·WUHSHQW6Rrepent . . . and you might get
VRUHV DQG JHW VXQEXUQHG EXW LW·V QRW ZUDWK ,W·V D EURNHQ
seal, trumpet, or thunder. Repent and Christ takes your
ZUDWK´,WLVGRQHµ+HVD\V 7KDWZDVODVWZHHN·VVHUPRQ
Now the bowls are also like the plagues on Egypt:
sores, blood, hail, fire, darkness, frogs, the slaughter of the
first-born.
In the midst of those plagues, God instituted the
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3DVVRYHU 7KH -HZV ZHUH WR SODFH ODPE·V EORRG RQ WKHLU
doors so the wrath of God (the last plague, death of the first
-ERUQ  ZRXOGQ·W IDOO RQ WKHP 7KH\ ZHUH WKHQ WR HDW WKH
flesh of the lamb in haste. They were to be packed and ready
to go, for in the morning the Lord was coming to deliver
them. That was when they were born as a nation and born
as the Bride of Ezekiel 16.
So what does it mean? What did the plagues mean
for Israel? It meant the Lord was coming to rescue them. So
what does all this tribulation mean for us believers? He is
coming to take us home. When? ³ Soon . . . any time . . .
So always be packed. Always be ready;; it could be
any time.
If that Left Behind series is correct, then these people
in Revelation 16 would know exactly when He was coming:
seven years from when all those Christians were raptured.
But right here between the sixth and seventh bowls,
+HVDLG´,·PFRPLQJOLNHDWKLHIµAlways be ready. It could
be now! It could be bio-WHUURULVP WKLV ZHHN ,I +H GRHVQ·W
come for you at the close of the age, believer, He does come
for you the day you die. He said so in John 14. Time is
weird, and maybe the day a believer dies and the close of the
age are always the same . . . eternity invades your time at that
point.
But He is coming;; always be ready.
And the more intense the tribulation gets, the closer
your Lord comes. The more intense the plagues became, the
closer the Israelites were to enduring freedom.
Maybe your castle is being stormed;; maybe your
world is under siege because you are being rescued, and your
OLEHUDWRU LV GUDZLQJ QHDU PD\EH \RX·UH DFWXDOO\ LPSULVRQHG
here, intoxicated into acquiescence by an evil prince who has
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OXOOHG\RXWRVOHHSVR\RXZRQ·WKHDU\RXU6DYLRU·VFDOO
Maybe we were in much more danger before
September 11 than now, comfortably asleep in the Evil
2QH·VFDVWOHEXWQRZWKH/RUGLVZDNLQJXVWROLIHDQGWKH
tribulation means Jesus is coming!
,QWKHPLGVWRIWULEXODWLRQ-HVXVFDOOV´,·PFRPLQJ
VRRQµ'RHVWKDWILOO\RXZLWKfear or hope? Is He your enemy
or your Savior? 'R\RX IHDU+LVZUDWK"'R\RX WKLQN +H·V
coming to rape you? Steal your life? Crush your heart? Is that
who you think He is?
, GRQ·W WKLQN ZH HYHQ EHJLQ WR XQGHUVWDQG WKH
VRUURZ ZH LQIOLFW XSRQ RXU /RUG -HVXV ZKHQ ZH·UH DIUDLG
The opposite of fear is faith, and anything that does not
´SURFHHG IURP IDLWK LV VLQµ 2YHU DQG RYHU LQ WKH JRVSHOV
the disciples insult Christ with their lack of faith. He
DGPRQLVKHVWKHP´)HDUQRWµ
The opposite of fear is faith. Your lack of faith
makes you fear.
The same fear that makes you turn to porn and
not trust your desires to Christ
The same fear that makes you eat and eat and eat
instead of stopping
The same fear that causes you to lie instead of
depending on truth
The same fear that keeps you from entrusting
every moment of your life to Christ in joyful and
thorough obedience
The same fear that makes you close your heart to
Him
, EHW LW·V WKH VDPH IHDU WKDW \RX IHOW RQ 6HSWHPEHU
11. September 11 just awoke you to the fear that was already
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there.
0DQ\ WKLQN WKH\ DUH FRXUDJHRXV EXW LW·V MXVW WKDW
WKHLUIDLWKKDVQ·WEHHQWHVWHGDQGWKHLUIHDUVKDYHQHYHUEHHQ
exposed. But fear, hidden or revealed, is what robs you of
life now. Fear can be an evil spirit Satan sends to keep you
in bondage. So when you are afraid, rebuke fear and call on
Jesus.
3DXO ZULWHV ´:H KDYH QRW UHFHLYHG D VSLULW RI
timidity [fear] but power, love, and self-FRQWUROµ )HDU LV D
false suitor. We think it offers us security, that it will guard
our hearts. But for the Bride of Christ, fear is a lie. Jesus is
our security.
,W·VWUXH)HDURI*RGLVWKH´EHJLQQLQJRIZLVGRPµ
EXW QRW WKH HQG IRU ´SHUIHFW ORYH FDVWV RXW IHDUµ -RKQ
´/HWQRW\RXUKHDUWVEHWURXEOHGµVD\V-HVXV´,ZLOO
FRPHIRU\RXµ-RKQ´,ZLOOQRWOHDYH\RXGHVRODWH,
ZLOOFRPHWR\RXµ+HZDVWDONLQJDERXW+LV6SLULW
:KHQHYHUZHKRSHLQ&KULVW·VFRPLQJ LQWKHHQGDW
death), He comes now in Spirit and drives out fear.
<RX·YH SUREDEO\ DOUHDG\ QRWLFHG WKLV <RX·YH KDG
moments when the feeling of fear increased. In the last few
ZHHNV \RX·YHIHOWPRUH IHDU%XW\RX WXUQHGWR&KULVWDQG
the feeling of life increased.
:RUU\LQJ DERXW ´ELR-WHUURULVPµ ODVW ZHHN , ZHQW
for a walk with Coleman and Becky. I was half-consciously
SUD\LQJDQG,WKRXJKW´:HFRXOGDOOEHGHDGVRRQµ7KHQ,
WKRXJKW ´:HOO -HVXV WKDW·V JUHDW <RX ORYH &ROHPDQ DQG
%HFN\ PRUH WKDQ , GRµ , ORRNHG XS DQG WKH VXQ ZDV
shining, the mountains were glorious, and the field in which
we were walking by Hampden was bathed in light.
Becky and Coleman were running through the tall
grass laughing, and . . . I lived. I was blessed;; I was happy. I
WKRXJKW ´7KLV LV glorious!µ $QG LW ZDV )RU +H ZDV WKHUH
transforming fear into faith.
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:KHQIHDUVD\V´<RXFRXOGGLHµ
-HVXVVD\V´<RXZLOOOLYHµ
:KHQIHDUVD\V´<RXFRXOGJHWFUXFLILHGµ
-HVXVVD\V´$QG,ZLOOUDLVH\RXXSµ
:KHQIHDUVD\V´<RXFRXOGORVHHYHU\WKLQJµ
-HVXVVD\V´,DPJLYLQJ\RXHYHU\WKLQJµ
:KHQIHDUVD\V´6DWDQLVFRPLQJWRJHW\RXµ
-HVXVVD\V´,DPFRPLQJWRVHW\RXIUHHµ
:KHQIHDUVD\V´$OO+HOOKDVEURNHQORRVHµ
-HVXVVD\V´+HOOLVXQGHUVLHJHDQG+HDYHQ
KDVFRPHWRWDNH\RXKRPHµ
Lookout Mountain Community Church, stop
listening to fear! Fear is an insult to Christ, and it robs you
of life now! :KHQ \RX·UH DIUDLG \RX GRQ·W GDQFH ZHOO \RX
GRQ·W VLQJ ZHOO DQG \RX GRQ·W OLYH ZHOO $QG \RX FHUWDLQO\
GRQ·Wkiss well.
I remember the first time I kissed Susan. She was
VHYHQWHHQ \HDUV ROG ,W ZDV OLNH NLVVLQJ    D SRVW 'RQ·W
worry ³ LW·V JRWWHQ EHWWHU  , XQGHUVWDQG ZK\ ³ she was
afraid. She did not yet have faith in me. So her kiss was
impure (infected with fear), and her kiss lacked passion (fear
guarded her heart). So that kiss ranks at just about the very
bottom of my list of kisses.
Tribulation comes, but for us Christians that
VKRXOGQ·WPHDQIHDU:KDWdoes it mean? In the midst of the
bowls of wrath, right before the great earthquake, the voice
IURP WKH WHPSOH FDOOV RXW ´%HKROG , FRPH OLNH D WKLHI
Blessed [happy] is he who stays awake and keeps his clothes
with him, so that he may not go naked and be shamefully
H[SRVHGµ
I used to dress fast in California, because in my first
two encounters with major earthquakes, I was caught naked.
(I had just gotten out of the shower.) I still remember the
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whole room shaking . . . and me diving into a moving closet,
trying to get my pants on, hopping on one foot in a moving
URRPDOOVR,ZRXOGQ·WEHIRXQGQDNHGLQWKHUXEEOHRIP\
fallen world.
$QG-HVXVVD\V´%HUHDG\$OZD\VNHHS\RXUFORWKHV
with \RXµ
Some people think that means underground
EXQNHUV VXUYLYDO JHDU VWDVKHV RI IRRG    %XW -HVXV LVQ·W
talking about physical clothing. (You can take a shower in
peace . . . relax . . . 3DXOWHOOVXVZHDUHWR´SXWRQ&KULVWµ
,Q 5HYHODWLRQ  WKH ILQH OLQHQ LV WKH ´ULJKWHRXV
GHHGV RI WKH VDLQWVµ 2XU ULJKWHRXV GHHGV DUH WKH IUXLW RI
IDLWK 5HPHPEHU LQ 5HYHODWLRQ  JRRG GHHGV DUH &KULVW·V
righteousness on us. We are to clothe ourselves with faith,
not fear. With fear, Satan tempts us to cover our naked
shame from the wrath of God. But with faith, Christ covers
our shame with His righteousness.
Fear closes our hearts, but faith opens our hearts.
-HVXV GRHVQ·W MXVW ZDQW RXU ERGLHV +H ZDQWV RXU
hearts. If He only has our bodies, He has purchased a
whore. If He has our hearts and our bodies, He has won a
bride.
,QWKH.RUDQZRPHQDUHOLNHSURSHUW\´7KH\DUHD
PDQ·V ILHOGµ VD\V 0XKDPPDG 0HQ PD\ RZQ WKHP DV
slaves, and men may acquire them with wealth. In much of
,VODPWKHQLWDSSHDUVDVLIDZRPDQ·VKHDUWGRHVQ·WPDWWHU
+HUZLVKHVGRQ·WUHDOO\PDWWHU
2QH FRQWHPSRUDU\ 0XVOLP VFKRODU ZURWH ´6H[XDO
LQWHUFRXUVH LV DQ DFWLRQ DQG WKH ZRPDQ GRHV QRW DFWµ
Undoubtedly that sentiment is behind the practice of female
circumcision and female genital mutilation. The pleasure is
for the man, not for the woman.
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I think Jesus calls that rape . . . surrender by fear.
,VODP PHDQV ´VXEPLVVLRQµ    ´VXUUHQGHUµ    EXW LW·V
VXUUHQGHU LQ IHDU %\ WKH ZD\ WKDW·V WKH law, which is a
much larger religion than just Islam.)
In Islam, men get many virgins to have sex with in
Heaven. In Christianity, we are the Bride, who has
surrendered in love. And our Lord will not ravish us until
He has won our heart. For in His furious love, our pleasure
is His pleasure, and our sorrows are His sorrows. So He
longs for our kisses . . . but only if they are freely given.
Do you see the suffering of Jesus? His Bride has
JRQH WR EHG ZLWK WKH (YLO 2QH DQG VKH WKLQNV LW·V life. He
comes to set her free, and the Evil One fills her with fear.
He must rescue her from the Evil One and also win her
heart. He crushes the Evil One with power but must say to
+LV %ULGH ´$V \RX ZLVKµ )RU NLVVHV VXUUHQGHUHG LQ IHDU
have no value to Him.
,Q$IJKDQLVWDQZH·UHGURSSLQJERPEVDQGZH·UH
GURSSLQJ IRRG ,·P VR SURXG RI P\ FRXQWU\ $OWKRXJK WKH
U.S. is terribly infected with sin, and although I understand
WKDW IRRG GURSV DUH SROLWLFDOO\H[SHGLHQW , GR EHOLHYH LW·VD
faint reflection of Jesus.
Afghan women are seeing their world destroyed, but
LW·VDQHYLOZRUOG$QGWKHRQHGHVWUR\LQJLWLVVHQGLQJWKHP
IRRG 6R PD\EH WKH ERPEV GRQ·W PHDQ WKH\·UH EHLQJ
DWWDFNHG EXW WKH\·UH EHLQJ UHVFXHG 7KDW·V D ZHDN DQDORJ\
EXW WULEXODWLRQ PHDQV ´%ULGH RI &KULVW \RX·UH EHLQJ
UHVFXHGµ )RU WKH 2QH ZKR FDOOV WR WKH DQJHOV WRSRXU RXW
the bowls of wrath, which destroy your old world, is the
One who feeds you bread from Heaven.
That manna in your wilderness is His body broken.
And with His blood, you wash your garments white
5HYHODWLRQ 1RZ+HFDOOV´.HHS\RXUJDUPHQWVUHDG\µ
In Revelation 19, the garment is white linen . . . the
righteous deeds of the saints . . . and it is what the Bride
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wears. It is a wedding dress. He comes to elope! He wants to
PDUU\\RX%XWRQO\´DV\RXZLVKµ
:LWKMR\IXOKRSHFDQ\RXVD\´&RPH/RUG-HVXVµ"
7KDW·V WKH ODVW OLQH RI 5HYHODWLRQ EHIRUH -RKQ·V
benediction). Throughout Revelation, Jesus keeps saying,
´,·PFRPLQJµ:HNHHSDQVZHULQJZLWKIHDU%XW+HLVWKH
*UHDW /RYHU VR LQ WKH HQG ZH ILQDOO\ VD\ LQ IDLWK ´&RPH
/RUG-HVXVµ+HPXVWDQVZHU´$V\RXZLVKµIRUWKDW·VWKH
end.
He does not want a frightened harlot;; He wants a
Bride full of faith, hope, and love.
What does it mean then when bombs are exploding,
and giants are loose, and the castle is being stormed? It
PHDQV \RX·UH EHLQJ UHVFXHG <RX·UH EHLQJ UHVFXHG E\ \RXU
KHDUW·VGHHSHVWGHVLUH<RX·UHEHLQJUHVFXHGE\True Love.
Remember the movie I told you of? The pirate that
FDSWXUHVWKHPDLGHQ"7KHPDLGHQ·VQDPHLV%XWWHUFXS7KH
pirate is the Dread Pirate Roberts, who is actually her true
love Westley, who has crossed the sea, fought the Spaniard
and the giant, and outwitted Vesini to reach her. But now
KH·VWHVWLQJKHUKHDUWIRUVKHKDVEHHQEHWURWKHGWRWKHHYLO
Prince Humperdink.
So he accuses her of faithlessness for her betrothal
WR+XPSHUGLQN6KHFULHV´,died that day. And you can die
WRRµ$QGVKHSXVKHVKLPGRZQDVWHHSKLOO$VKHIDOOVKH
FULHV ´$V    \RX    ZLVK   µ %XWWHUFXS UHDOL]HV LW·V
Westley, her true love, and she flings herself down the hill to
GLHZLWKKLP6KH·VWKH3ULQFHVV%ULGHDQGVRDUHZH
As you know, they get separated again, but the
ZKROHPRYLHLVDERXW:HVWOH\ ZLQQLQJ%XWWHUFXS·VKHDUW³
%XWWHUFXS·VIDLWK)RULQWKHEHJLQQLQJ%XWWHUFXS·VKHDUWLV
arrogant. She orders Westley around until she realizes that
ZKHQ KH VD\V ´$V \RX ZLVKµ KH LV UHDOO\ VD\LQJ ´, ORYH
\RXµ
$W RQH SRLQW :HVWOH\ GLHV %XW KH·V RQO\ ´PRVWO\
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GHDGµ6RKH·VUHVXUUHFWHGE\0LUDFOH0D[IRUWUXHORYH+H
SODQVWRVWRUP+XPSHUGLQN·VFDVWOHZKHUH%XWWHUFXSLVRQFH
again tempted to marry Humperdink out of fear. Before the
wedding, she has a dream that wakens her.
She dreams of marrying Humperdink, and she
dreams of an old woman in the crowd who keeps yelling,
´%RR%RRµ%XWWHUFXSDVNV´:K\GR\RXGRWKLV"µ7KHROG
ZRPDQVD\V´%HFDXVH\RXKDGORYHLQ\RXUKDQGVDQG\RX
JDYHLWXSµ
´%XWWKH\ZRXOGKDYHNLOOHG:HVWOH\LI,KDGQ·WGRQH
LWµ%XWWHUFXSUHVSRQGV
´<RXUWUXHORYHOLYHVDQG\RXPDUU\DQRWKHUµFULHV
WKHROGZRPDQ´7UXHORYHVDYHGKHULQWKHILUHVZDPSDQG
VKHWUHDWHGLWOLNHJDUEDJH$QGWKDW·VZKDWVKHLVWKH4XHHQ
of Refuse. So bow down to her if you want. Bow to her.
Bow to the Queen of Slime, the Queen of Filth, the Queen
of Putrescence! Boo! Boo! Rubbish! Filth! Slime! Muck! Boo!
%RR%RRµ
The dream is fear (her fear), but Buttercup wakes to
faith.
Bride of Christ, True Love has saved you from the
fire swamp (Lake of Fire). True Love lives, and you have
treated it like garbage. But He will not let you go. You will
not marry another. Wake up and live now.
2Q %XWWHUFXS·V ZHGGLQJ GD\ WKH FDVWOH LV VWRUPHG
and Buttercup is saved. The moral of the movie is, true love
always conquers . . . just as Westley said at the first to
%XWWHUFXS´+HDUWKLVQRZ,ZLOODOZD\VFRPHIRU\RXµ6KH
DVNV ´+RZ FDQ \RX EH VXUH"µ +H UHSOLHV ´7KLV LV WUXH
ORYHµ
<RXVD\´7KDW·VDIDLU\WDOHµYes´,W·VQRWUHDOOLIHµ
Wrong. ,WLVUHDOOLIHLQYDGLQJXQUHDOOLIH WKLVZRUOG ,W·VWKH
revelation of St. John. Jesus always wins.
<RXVD\´:HOOZK\WKLVOLIH":K\WKHVWUXJJOH":K\
WKHWULEXODWLRQ":K\KLVWRU\"µ
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At the end of The Princess Bride, as dawn rises,
:HVWOH\ DQG %XWWHUFXS NLVV $QG WKH QDUUDWRU VD\V ´6LQFH
the invention of the kiss, there had been five kisses that
were rated the most passionate, the most pure. This one left
WKHPDOOEHKLQG7+((1'µ
,I\RX·YHEHHQDVNLQJODWHO\´:KDWGRHV*RGZDQW"µ
Jesus told us in John 4:23 that God seeks true worshippers,
´SURVNXQHRµ LQ *UHHN 6FKRODUV DJUHH WKDW EDVLFDOO\ PHDQV
´DJRRGNLVVµ
He is coming soon. When He arrives, may you say
WR+LPLQSHUIHFWIDLWKZLWKRXWIHDU´$V\RXZLVKµ
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Further Reading

´/R,DPFRPLQJOLNHDWKLHI%OHVVHGLVKHZKRLVDZDNH
keeping his garments that he may not go naked and be seen
H[SRVHGµ
-Revelation 16:15
In this manner you shall eat it: your loins girded, your
sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand;; and you
shall eat it in haste. It is the LORD's passover. For I will
pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will smite
all the first-born in the land of Egypt, both man and beast;;
and on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am
the LORD. The blood shall be a sign for you, upon the
houses where you are;; and when I see the blood, I will pass
over you, and no plague shall fall upon you to destroy you,
when I smite the land of Egypt.
-Exodus 12:11-13
´/HW XV UHMRLFH DQG H[XOW DQG JLYH KLP WKH JORU\ IRU WKH
marriage of the Lamb has come, and his Bride has made
herself ready;; it was granted her to be clothed with fine
OLQHQ EULJKW DQG SXUHµ--for the fine linen is the righteous
deeds of the saints.
-Revelation 19:7-8
´%XW ZKHQ WKH NLQJ FDPH LQ WR ORRN DW WKH JXHVWV KH VDZ
there a man who had no wedding garment;; and he said to
KLP ¶)ULHQG KRZ GLG \RX JHW LQ KHUH ZLWKRXW D ZHGGLQJ
JDUPHQW"·$QGKHZDVVSHHFKOHVV7KHQWKHNLQJVDLGWRWKH
DWWHQGDQWV¶%LQGKLPKDQGDQGIRRWDQGFDVWKLPLQWRWKH
RXWHUGDUNQHVVWKHUHPHQZLOOZHHSDQGJQDVKWKHLUWHHWK·
For many are called, but few are chosen. . . . But know this,
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that if the householder had known in what part of the night
the thief was coming, he would have watched and would not
have let his house be broken into. Therefore you also must
be ready;; for the Son of man is coming at an hour you do
not expect. Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom
his master has set over his household, to give them their
food at the proper time? Blessed is that servant whom his
master when he comes will find so doing. Truly, I say to
you, he will set him over all his possessions. But if that
ZLFNHG VHUYDQW VD\V WR KLPVHOI ¶0\ PDVWHU LV GHOD\HG· DQG
begins to beat his fellow servants, and eats and drinks with
the drunken, the master of that servant will come on a day
when he does not expect him and at an hour he does not
know, and will punish him, and put him with the hypocrites;;
there men will weep and gnash their teeth. Then the
kingdom of heaven shall be compared to ten maidens who
took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of
them were foolish, and five were wise. For when the foolish
took their lamps, they took no oil with them;; but the wise
took flasks of oil with their lamps. As the bridegroom was
delayed, they all slumbered and slept. But at midnight there
ZDVDFU\¶%HKROGWKHEULGHJURRP&RPHRXWWRPHHWKLP·
Then all those maidens rose and trimmed their lamps. And
WKH IRROLVK VDLGWRWKHZLVH¶*LYHXV VRPH RI\RXURLOIRU
RXU ODPSV DUH JRLQJ RXW· %XW WKH ZLVH UHSOLHG ¶3HUKDSV
there will not be enough for us and for you;; go rather to the
GHDOHUVDQGEX\IRU\RXUVHOYHV·$QGZKLOHWKH\ZHQWWREX\
the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in
with him to the marriage feast;; and the door was shut.
$IWHUZDUGWKHRWKHUPDLGHQVFDPHDOVRVD\LQJ¶/RUGORUG
RSHQ WR XV· %XW KH UHSOLHG ¶7UXO\ , VD\ WR \RX , GR QRW
NQRZ \RX· :DWFK WKHUHIRUH IRU \RX NQRZ QHLWKHU WKH GD\
QRUWKHKRXUµ
-Matthew 22:11-14;; 24:43-25:13
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For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on
Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave
nor free, there is neither male nor female;; for you are all one
in Christ Jesus. And if you are Christ's, then you are
Abraham's offspring, heirs according to promise.
-Galatians 3:27-29
Your wives are your field: go in, therefore, to your field as ye
will . . . . And it is for the women to act as they (the
husbands) act by them, in all fairness;; but the men are a step
above them. God is mighty, wise. Ye may divorce your
wives twice. . . . But if the husband divorce her a third time, it
is not lawful for him to take her again, until she shall have
married another husband . . . . And if ye are apprehensive
that ye shall not deal fairly with orphans, then, of other
women who seem good in your eyes, marry but two, or
three, or four;; and if ye still fear that ye shall not act
equitably, then one only;; or the slaves whom ye have
acquired: this will make justice on your part easier. . . .
Forbidden to you also are married women, except those who
are in your hands as slaves: This is the law of God for you.
And it is allowed you, beside this, to seek out wives by
means of your wealth, with modest conduct, and without
fornication. . . . Men are superior to women on account of
the qualities with which God hath gifted the one above the
other, and on account of the outlay they make from their
substance for them.
-The Koran, 2:223, 228, 230;; 4:3, 29, 38
Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and
JDYH KLPVHOI XS IRU KHU     ´)RU WKLV UHDVRQ DPDQ VKDOO
leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and
WKHWZRVKDOOEHFRPHRQHIOHVKµ7KLVP\VWHU\LVDSURIRXQG
one, and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the church .
...
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-Ephesians 5:25, 31-32
´/HW QRW \RXU KHDUWV EH WURXEOHG EHOLHYH LQ *RG EHOLHYH
also in me. In my Father's house are many rooms;; if it were
not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for
you? And when I go and prepare a place for you, I will come
again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may
be also. . . . I will not leave you desolate;; I will come to you. .
µ
-John 14:1-3, 18
´)RUWKH6RQRIPDQLVWRFRPHZLWKKLVDQJHOVLQWKHJORU\
of his Father, and then he will repay every man for what he
has done. Truly, I say to you, there are some standing here
who will not taste death before they see the Son of man
FRPLQJLQKLVNLQJGRPµ
-Matthew 16:27-28
$QG KH VDLG ´-HVXV UHPHPEHU PH ZKHQ \RX FRPH LQWR
\RXU NLQJGRPµ $QG KH VDLG WR KLP ´7UXO\ , VD\ WR \RX
WRGD\\RXZLOOEHZLWKPHLQ3DUDGLVHµ
-Luke 23:42-43
Then I heard a loud voice from the temple telling the seven
DQJHOV ´*R DQG SRXU RXW RQ WKH HDUWK WKH VHYHQ ERZOV RI
WKHZUDWKRI*RGµ
-Revelation 16:1
History consists of parables whereby God communicates in
terms that the imagination rather than the mind, faith rather
than knowledge, can grasp. You know, there are many
pleasures in being old and gaga. One of the greatest of them
is to realize that history is largely nonsensical. How does this
come about? Because when you get to be into your middle
seventies, events and situations and circumstances that you
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very vividly and clearly remember are already history. Yet
when you read them written as history they are completely
and utterly unconvincing, with no possible resemblance to
what you remember as the original on which they are based.
So you have the pleasure of knowing that you need not
bother in any way about history. The only reason for
studying what goes on is to get at this parable that it
conveys. Otherwise it is just like an interminable soap opera
whose situations endlessly recur although the characters
change.
-Malcolm Muggeridge
Rejoice in the Lord always;; again I will say, Rejoice. Let all
men know your forbearance. The Lord is at hand. Have no
anxiety about anything, but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made
known to God. And the peace of God, which passes all
understanding, will keep your hearts and your minds in
Christ Jesus.
-Philippians 4:4-7
Neither can one who wills the Good do so out of
fear of punishment. In essence, this is the same thing as
willing the Good for the sake of a reward. The one who
wills in truth one thing fears only doing wrong, not the
punishment. In fact, he who does wrong, yet sincerely wills
the Good, actually desires to face the consequences ² so that
the punishment, like medicine, may heal him. He
understands that punishment only exists for the sake of the
sinner. It is a helping hand. It goads one to press on further
toward the Good, if one really wills it. On the other hand,
the one who is divided considers punishment or hardship as
a sickness. He fears all worldly setback for there is nothing
eternal in him.
True, fear deceptively offers to help us. It too offers
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to keep us on the right track. Yet the one who strives in fear
QHYHU EHFRPHV *RG·V IULHQG )HDU LV D GHFHLWIXO DLG ,W FDQ
sour your delight, make life arduous and miserable, make
you old and decrepit;; but it is never able to help you toward
the Good. The Good will not tolerate any alien helper.
Those who live in fear may indeed desire heaven but
not for itself. . . . Only one thing can help us to will the
Good in truth: the Good itself.
-Soren Kierkegaard

Also Read: I Thessalonians 5:1-6;; Matthew 26:64;; Revelation 1:7,
2:25, 22:7, 12, 20
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7KH+DUORW:DVKHGLQWKH3ULQFH·V%ORRG
How to Make a Bride
(Revelation 17)

A few weeks ago at the Living Stone Service, Marcia
Hinds stood up and shared a vision³a picture³that she
UHFHLYHG GXULQJ WKH ZRUVKLS VHUYLFH 6KH VDLG ´7KH FDOOLQJ
upon Lookout Mountain is to express the creativity in our
KHDUWVµ
A few days after that, I was surprised to find out that
our speaker for the church retreat, McNair Wilson, was
VSHDNLQJ RQ WKLV WRSLF ´5HFDSWXULQJ <RXU &UHDWLYH 6SLULW
)LQGLQJ2XU3ODFHLQ*RG·V3ODQµ7KLVSDVWZHHNHQGPDQ\
of you were there as McNair shared insights into being a
creative person.
´,QWKHEHJLQQLQJ*RGFUHDWHGWKHKHDYHQVDQGWKH
HDUWKµDQGDVWKHILQDODFWRIFUHDWLRQ+HVDLG´/HWXVPDNH
PDQ LQ RXU RZQ LPDJH DQG OLNHQHVVµ 0DQ\ WKHRORJLDQV
argue that the image of God is to be a creator, as He is a
creator.
Well, Marcia described her vision at the Living Stone
Service. I love it when folks get visions and not only words,
EHFDXVH LW·V REYLRXV WKH YLVLRQ LV PRUH WKDQ WKH\ NQRZ ,
think it must have been like that with John in the
5HYHODWLRQ 6FKRODUV ZRQGHU DW -RKQ·V VNLOO DQG DUWLVWU\ LQ
FUDIWLQJ WKH 5HYHODWLRQ EXW -RKQ GLGQ·W SDLQW WKH SLFWXUH
The Lamb painted the picture, and John just described it.
0DUFLDGHVFULEHGWKLVHQRUPRXVFDQYDV,W·VRSHQLQJ
VFHQH RQ RQH VLGH GLVSOD\HG WKH ZRUGV ´,Q WKH EHJLQQLQJ
*RGFUHDWHGµ7KHHQGLQJVFHQHZDVWKH1HZ-HUXVDOHP,Q
the middle, where she expected to see the cross, was the
Lamb upon His throne. Throughout the canvas were
SLFWXUHVWKDWGHSLFWHGWKHOLYHVRI*RG·VSHRSOH
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,·YHEHHQFKHZLQJRQWKDWSLFWXUH SHUKDSVDVFUROO 
WKLQNLQJ DERXW WKH EHJLQQLQJ DQG WKH HQG :H·UH VWXG\LQJ
the end in the Revelation. From here on out, the end is
dominated by two women separated by the Lamb and one
thousand years of His reign.
The two women are the Great Harlot (the Whore of
Babylon) and the Bride (the New Jerusalem). The New
Jerusalem is the end. Does the end have anything to do with
the beginning?
3DXOZULWHV´*RGDFFRPSOLVKHVDOOWKLQJVDFFRUGLQJ
WR WKH FRXQVHO RI +LV ZLOOµ 7KDW PHDQV WKDW WKH HQG must
have something to do with the beginning. And your life is
not Plan B, because there is QR3ODQ%,W·VDOO3ODQ$DQG
you must be an integral part of the whole story.
Genesis is about you;; Revelation is about you.
´$QG HYHU\WKLQJ WKDW ZDV ZULWWHQ LQ WKH SDVW ZDV
ZULWWHQ WR WHDFK XVµ 5RPDQV   )RU ZH DUH WKH ,VUDHO RI
God, children of Abraham by faith, true Jews circumcised in
heart, the temple of the Living God, the Bride of Christ, the
New Jerusalem coming down.
6R LW·V QRW OLNH WKLV $PHULFDQ 3RS 7KHRORJ\ RI WKH
last hundred years that makes the Church a parenthesis in
*RG·VSODQIRUWKHJHR-political state of Israel. The Church
is not a parenthesis in another plan. The Church is the
FURZQLQJSLQQDFOHRI*RG·VFUHDWLRQ3DXOVDLG´)RU>*RG@
made Christ head over all things for the church, which is
+LVERG\WKHIXOOQHVVRI+LPZKRILOOVDOOLQDOOµ (SKHVLDQV
1:22-23). The end has everything to do with the beginning
and with you right now.
In the beginning (Genesis 1-2:3), God creates
everything in six days. The last thing created (the pinnacle of
FUHDWLRQ*RG·VGUHDPRIFUHDWLRQ ZDVPDQ´LQ+LVLPDJHµ
Then God rests on the seventh day, because all creation is
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finished.
We modern people tend to read that story simply as
´VHYHQGD\VµORQJDJR%XWWKHUH·VDKXJHSUREOHPZLWKWKDW
*RG LV VWLOO FUHDWLQJ +H·V QRW ILQLVKHG 3DXO HYHQ VDLG LQ ,
&RULQWKLDQV  WKDW ZH·UH VWLOO EHLQJ PDGH LQWR +LV LPDJH
WKH LPDJH RI &KULVW WKH 6HFRQG $GDP  :H·UH VWLOO EHLQJ
made into the kind of creator that Christ is. Remember,
&KULVWFDOOHGIURP+LVFURVV´,WLVILQLVKHGµ'LG*RGVD\
´([FXVH PH     actually it was finished back there on the
VHYHQWKGD\µ"
In Hebrews, we read that God rested on the seventh
day, but we are called to enter His rest now. So did Christ
HQWHU *RG·V UHVW DW WKH FURVV" 'LG &KULVW ILQLVK *RG·V
creating on His cross? Are we finally perfected in His image
through the cross, not just at a point in time, but when we
carry His cross each day?
,IVRLWPHDQVZH·UHVWLOOOLYLQJLQWKHVL[WKGD\VWLOO
being made into the image of God. And then those seven
days of Genesis cover all of time, the whole canvas. Seven
churches, seven days, seven seals, seven bowls, seven
trumpets, seven thunders, seven eyes of the Lamb, seven
KHDGVRIWKH%HDVW7KDW·VPRUH WKDQ MXVWFRXQWLQJ ,W·V
VD\LQJ ´7KHVH DUH WKH GD\V RI WLPH WKH GD\V LQ ZKLFK ZH
OLYHµ
:H·UH EHLQJ SDLQWHG LQ WLPH EXW WKH FDQYDV LV
finished in eternity. So we have been made and are being
made in His image.
1RZ \RX PD\ VD\ ´6HYHQ GD\V LV seven days, and I
take the Bible literally!µ 6RPHWLPHV , WKLQN WKDW PHDQV ZH
take the Bible scientifically rather than spiritually, by sight
rather than by faith.) Well . . . how long is seven days? Are
you traveling at the speed of light? Where are you standing?
Gerald Schroeder, a physicist from MIT, decided to
calculate the age of the universe from the point of the Big
Bang, because modern science has demonstrated that time is
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relative to changes in gravity and velocity. So calculating the
PDVVRIWKHXQLYHUVHDQGWKHUDWHRIH[SDQVLRQ6FKURHGHU·V
figures indicated that from the earth looking back at
creation, the universe would appear to be 15 3/4 billion
years old. However, from creation³the beginning³looking
out at the earth, the universe would appear to be not quite . .
. seven days old. We are living in the sixth day, still being
PDGHLQ*RG·VLPDJH
Well, Genesis 1-2:3 describes the seven days and
*RG·V GUHDP RI FUHDWLRQ ´/HW XV PDNH PDQ LQ RXU RZQ
LPDJH DQG OLNHQHVVµ %XW WKHQ LQ *HQHVLV  WKH DXWKRU
goes back to day six. He begins to describe how God made
man. I believe the rest of the Bible is day six until some
women go to a tomb early one Sunday morning, and the
stone is rolled away, and Easter³eternity³day seven³
begins to invade history.
But day seven³Heaven³never fully invades all
space and time until the end of the Revelation when the
SHRSOHRI*RGVD\´&RPH/RUG-HVXVµDQG+H VD\V´$V
\RXZLVKµ,W·VWKHFRQVXPPDWHGILQLVKHGNLQJGRPRI*RG
for His Bride is ready³finished³IXOO\ FUHDWHG ,W·V WKH
Wedding Supper of the Lamb.
How is the Bride made ready?
In Genesis 2, God makes the Garden, and God says,
´(DWQRWRIWKHIUXLWRIWKHWUHHRIWKHNQRZOHGJHRIJRRG
DQGHYLO7KHGD\\RXHDWRILW\RXZLOOGLHµ7KHQ*RGVHHV
WKH ILUVW WKLQJ ZKLFK KH SURQRXQFHV ´QRW JRRGµ ,Q WKH
words of Milton, that thing is loneliness. +H VDLG ´,W LV QRW
good for man to be alone. I will make a helper fit [suitable]
IRUKLPµ
A helper. Who is your helper, Christian?
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Then He brought to Adam every beast and every
ELUG 7KH\·UH HDFK PDOH DQG IHPDOH , ZRXOG LPDJLQH    
each has a partner, each has a likeness, each has a helper
through whom more life will be created. Animals are created
after their kind. But Adam is alone.
,W·V OLNH *RG DVNV ´:KR·V \RXU KHOSHU $GDP" ,Q
whose likeness are you, Adam? Who will create through you,
Adam? To whom will you cleave, Adam? As you wish,
$GDPµ
´%XW $GDP GLG QRW ILQG D KHOSHU VXLWDEOH IRU
KLPµ 1RZWKLVLVDGHHSP\VWHU\ EXWKRZFRXOGKHILQG
his helper? He did not yet know good and evil, and his
helper is the Good.)
So God begins the great lesson. He puts Adam to
sleep, and He takes a rib from his side and fashions it into
(YH:RPHQGRQ·WEHRIIHQGHGIRU\RXwere Adam, and he
was you. Up to this point, Adam was a he-she. So far, when
,·YH VDLG ´$GDPµ , ZDV WDONLQJ DERXW \RX WRR ZRPHQ
Together, male and female, we are in the image of God.
Adam was a he-she.
6R ZKHQ $GDP VHHV (YH KH VD\V´+H\ 7KDW·V P\
ULE %RQH RI P\ ERQHV DQG IOHVK RI P\ IOHVK 6KH LV PHµ
And she really was.
The helper Adam got was more of himself. And the
helper Eve got was more of herself. In Ephesians, Paul
writes that this male-female thing in Genesis 2 is a picture, a
lesson, about something else.
You see, the helper Adam picks is more of himself.
And some help she turns out to be! The first thing she does
is help him find some fruit. She talks to a snake. But both
Adam and Eve are present, and not only is Eve a lousy
helper for Adam, but Adam is a lousy helper for Eve.
$GDPLV(YH(YHLV$GDPDQGZH·UHMXVWQRWJRRG
at helping ourselves.
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7KH VQDNH VD\V ´+H\ WKLV IUXLW ZLOO PDNH \RX OLNH
*RGNQRZLQJJRRGDQGHYLOµ7KHWKLQJLVLWdoes. For God
HYHQVD\V´%HKROGWKH\KDYHEHFRPHOLNHXVNQRZLQJJRRG
DQG HYLOµ ,VQ·W WKDW *RG·V GUHDP" +LV OLNHQHVV" <HW $GDP
and Eve sinned.
They are kicked out of the Garden, sentenced to
death, and they find themselves alone. They sinned. How
GLG WKH\ VLQ" :DVQ·W LW *RG·V GUHDP RI FUHDWLRQ WR FUHDWH
WKHPLQ+LVOLNHQHVV"<HVLWZDV*RG·VGUHDPEXWWKH\WULHG
to create themselves without help. If God wanted them to
know good and evil (like Him), perhaps He would have
JLYHQ WKHP WKDW IUXLW DQRWKHU ZD\ , GRQ·W NQRZ LW·V D
mystery.) But independent of God, they took the fruit and
consumed the fruit. Not just like God . . . they tried to be
God.
0RUH WKDQ *RG WKH\ ZDQWHG *RG·V VWXII   
consumers. More than His self³His heart³they wanted His
attributes. Instead of trusting God to create them in His
image, they trusted themselves to create themselves in His
image. Instead of trusting their helper, they trusted
themselves and they trusted a snake. Instead of a bride,
humanity had become a whore . . . a consumer rather than a
creator.
But that was still day six, and God will still have His
dream. And God still ´DFFRPSOLVKHVDOO WKLQJVDFFRUGLQJWR
WKHFRXQVHORI+LVZLOOµ $QG*RGZDV still making man in
His image, according to plan. And God is still asking,
´:KR·V\RXUKHOSHU"µ
7KH QH[W WLPH WKDW ZRUG ´KHOSHUµ DSSHDUV LQ P\
English Bible is a few thousand years later. A desperate man
named David (hardly a model citizen, but a royal
FDWDVWURSKH  ZURWH ´2K /RUG EH P\ KHOSHUµ $QG *RG
called him a man after His own heart.
A thousand years later, another man, a son of David
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and the Son of God (Jesus, who referred to Himself as the
´SDUDNOHWRVµ³WKH ´KHOSHUµ  VDLG ´, DP JRLQJ EXW , ZLOO
send you another helper. You already know Him, for He is
ZLWK\RXDQGZLOOEHLQ\RXµ
-HVXVUHIHUUHGWRXVDV+LV%ULGHVD\LQJ´$SDUWIURP
me you can do nothing. But abide in me and I in you and so
EHDUPXFKIUXLWµ7KDWLVFUHDWHmuch fruit³*RG·VGUHDPRI
creation, His Bride, man in His own image and likeness.

REVELATION 17:1: Then one of the seven angels
who had the seven bowls came and said to me,
´&RPH , ZLOO VKRZ \RX WKH MXGJPHQW RI WKH JUHDW
harlot who is seated upon many waters, with whom
the kings of the earth have committed fornication,
and with the wine of whose fornication the dwellers
RQ HDUWK KDYH EHFRPH GUXQNµ $QG KH FDUULHG PH
away in the Spirit into a wilderness, and I saw a
woman sitting on a scarlet beast which was full of
blasphemous names, and it had seven heads and ten
horns. The woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet,
and bedecked with gold and jewels and pearls,
holding in her hand a golden cup full of
abominations and the impurities of her fornication;;
and on her forehead was written a name of mystery:
´%DE\ORQWKHJUHDWPRWKHURIKDUORWVDQGRIHDUWK V
DERPLQDWLRQVµ$QG,VDZWKHZRPDQGUXQNZLWK
the blood of the saints and the blood of the martyrs of
Jesus.
When I saw her I marveled greatly. But the
DQJHO VDLG WR PH ´:K\ PDUYHO" , ZLOO WHOO \RX WKH
mystery of the woman, and of the beast with seven
heads and ten horns that carries her. The beast that
you saw was, and is not, and is to ascend from the
bottomless pit and go to perdition;; and the dwellers
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on earth whose names have not been written in the
book of life from the foundation of the world, will
marvel to behold the beast, because it was and is not
and is to come. This calls for a mind with wisdom:
the seven heads are seven mountains on which the
woman is seated;; they are also seven kings, five of
whom have fallen, one is, the other has not yet come,
and when he comes he must remain only a little
while. As for the beast that was and is not, it is an
eighth but it belongs to the seven, and it goes to
perdition. And the ten horns that you saw are ten
kings who have not yet received royal power, but they
are to receive authority as kings for one hour, together
with the beast. These are of one mind and give over
their power and authority to the beast;; they will
make war on the Lamb, and the Lamb will conquer
them, for he is Lord of lords and King of kings, and
WKRVHZLWKKLPDUHFDOOHGDQGFKRVHQDQGIDLWKIXOµ
$QG KH VDLG WR PH ´7KH ZDWHUV WKDW \RX
saw, where the harlot is seated, are peoples and
multitudes and nations and tongues. And the ten
horns that you saw, they and the beast will hate the
harlot;; they will make her desolate and naked, and
devour her flesh and burn her up with fire, for God
has put it into their hearts to carry out his purpose
by being of one mind and giving over their royal
power to the beast, until the words of God shall be
fulfilled. And the woman that you saw is the great
FLW\ZKLFKKDVGRPLQLRQRYHUWKHNLQJVRIWKHHDUWKµ

There is a whole lot in that chapter, but did you notice
6DWDQ·V NLQJGRP FRQVXPHV LWVHOI" 7KH %HDVW FRQVXPHV WKH
Harlot³a consumer kingdom.
In verse fourteen, those with Christ conquer the
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Beast! Remember ³ that was the huge question at the start
RIWKHERRN´:KRZLOOFRQTXHU":KRZLOOHDWRIWKHWUHHRI
life in the Paradise of God? Who will not be hurt by the
second death? Who receives the morning star and will be
clad in white garments? Who will be the temple, the New
Jerusalem, the dwelling place of God? Who will sit with
Christ on His throne? Who will conquer?µ+HUH·VWKHDQVZHU
Those with Christ . . . for He is their helper.
:H·YHDOUHDG\SUHDFKHGRQWKH%HDVW%XWQRZ-RKQ
LV ´DPD]HGµ DW WKH +DUORW 7KH ZRUG FDQ HYHQ PHDQ
´DWWUDFWHGµ,W·VFOHDUWKH+DUORWLVHYLO\HWDWWUDFWLYH 7KDW·V
how harlots are.) She loves men for their attributes but not
for themselves. She loves men as food to consume. The
Beast exercises power over men through intimidation. The
Harlot exercises power over men through seduction. In the
QH[WFKDSWHUZHILQG*RG·VSHRSOHKDYHEHHQVHGXFHG
People argue forever about who exactly the Whore
is . . .
,QYHUVHILYHVKH·VBabylon.
In verse nine, she sits on seven mountains like
Rome. In verse eighteen she is (as John writes) the great city
WKDWKDVGRPLQLRQRYHUWKHNLQJVRIWKHHDUWK 6KH·Vat least
Rome and Babylon.)
,QYHUVHVL[VKH·VGUXQNZLWKWKHEORRGRIWKHVDLQWV
and martyrs. That best fits Jerusalem. (Jerusalem fell in 70
A.D., utterly destroyed by the Roman Beast, as Jesus
SURSKHVLHG  ,W·V FOHDU WKLV ZRPDQ LV WKH DQWLWKHVLV RI WKH
New Jerusalem, so maybe this is the Old Jerusalem.
Remember, it was the Old Jerusalem that killed Jesus. They
had a dream of Messiah who would liberate the geo-political
entity of Israel from the dominion of Rome. And when He
did not do that, they killed him. They wanted an
independent Jewish State. They wanted the blessings of
God, not the person of God. So when the person of God
showed up, they killed Him.
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Amazingly, some Christians are all worried about
blessing the state of Israel so they can be blessed. That
sounds like harlotry and the spirit that got Jesus crucified.
,Q-HVXV·GD\-HUXVDOHPZDVLQIHFWHGZLWKFRQVXPHU
religion. So Jesus went into the temple and drove out the
merchants and moneychangers in an absolute fury, like a
PDQZKRKDVIRXQGDQRWKHUPDQLQKLVZLIH·VEHG+HVDLG
´'HVWUR\ WKLV WHPSOH DQG , ZLOO UDLVH LW XS LQ WKUHH GD\Vµ
And He did,·PORRNLQJDWLW
+DUORWU\LVWKHSLQQDFOHRIFRQVXPHULVP,W·VEX\LQJ
and selling life³consuming life. When you pay for a person,
you make them worth a finite amount, something you can
pay. You make them part of your own portfolio, your own
kingdom. But then everything in your kingdom is less than
\RX    GHDG    DQG \RX·UH DORQH 7KDW·V WKH HQG RI
consumerism.
If you consume everything, purchase everything,
own everything, everything is dead. You can pay for idols,
but do you think you can acquire God? Acquire the blessings
of God, the attributes of God, like plucking fruit from a
tree? To dream of buying God is to dream your own death,
*RG·VGHDWKDQGWKHZRUOG·VGHDWK,W·VWRGUHDPRI+HOO
Harlotry is trying to get with human energy what
only God can give through grace. Harlotry is choosing a
dead lover, an unsuitable helper.
$V , UHDG WKH 5HYHODWLRQ WKH %HDVW GRHVQ·W UHDOO\
VFDUHPHWKH'UDJRQ·VQRWHYHQWKDWELJRIDGHDO%XWWKH
Harlot really makes me nervous . . . because I find her
attractive. She looks a lot like home: A world economy in
bed with the kings of the earth, the great consumer culture.
She looks an awful lot like America.
We Americans think we can buy and sell anything,
even kings, friends, and enemies (around the world). We
have come to view each other as consumer items. So we
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FRQVXPHZLYHVDQGFRQVXPHKXVEDQGV,W·VHYHQWKHZD\ZH
date in America. We shop for love.
I watched Happy Days in high school, so I dated
around. Girls were like a consumer item: you shopped
around and got the best you could, for you obtained her
attributes and she increased your value.
In my ninth grade year, I dumped a wonderful girl
named Erin, because I could get Lisa , GLGQ·W HYHQ know
Lisa, but she was a cheerleader . . . more valuable than PomPom Girl, and almost a Liberty Bell!) I was a soccer player,
and I had a cheerleader, and I was making myself.
During my tenth grade year, Lisa dumped me . . . I
got cut from the soccer team. Then suddenly Erin became
really attractive. In fact, I found girls to be very attractive
until I had them. Then they would lose their luster.
By the eleventh grade, I was dating a girl named
Susan, who was absolutely gorgeous until I thought I owned
her heart. Then she would lose her magic. We would break
XSDQGWKHQRQFHDJDLQ,FRXOGQ·WOLYHZLWKRXWKHU<RXVHH
every time I thought I had her, I turned her into a harlot in
my heart. It was during my senior year that I began thinking,
´0D\EHDEULGHLVQ·WDFRQVXPHULWHP :KHQ,SRVVHVVKHU
as a consumer item, she dies. Maybe a bride is more like
something I serveDQGLQVHUYLQJ,FUHDWHµ
6RPDQ\$PHULFDQVDUHJHWWLQJGLYRUFHGVD\LQJ´0\
KXVEDQGRUZLIHZDVQ·WZKDW,WKRXJKWWKH\ZRXOGEH,·P
UHWXUQLQJ WKH PHUFKDQGLVHµ ,I WKDW·V \RX LW UHYHDOV \RX
GLGQ·W UHDOO\ PDUU\ D KXVEDQG RU ZLIH <RX WKRXJKW \RX
purchased a harlot. Your husband or wife is not a consumer
item. They are not to be consumed, but created. And we learn
that in marriage.
In Ephesians 5, Paul quotes Genesis 2 about God
PDNLQJ$GDPPDOHDQGIHPDOH+HVD\V´7KLVP\VWHU\LVD
SURIRXQGRQHDQGLWUHIHUVWR&KULVWDQG+LV&KXUFKµ
´+XVEDQGV ORYH \RXU ZLYHV DV &KULVW ORYHG WKH
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church and gave himself up for her, that he might sanctify
her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the
word, that he might present the church to himself in
splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she
PLJKW EH KRO\ DQG ZLWKRXW EOHPLVKµ (SKHVLDQV -27).
Finished.
Christ creates His Bride³His people³by washing
her with His Word³His Gospel³His very own body
EURNHQ DQG EORRG VKHG+H ZDVKHV KHU EHFDXVH VKH·V XJO\
6KH·V EHFRPH D ZKRUH 6KH NQRZV JRRG DQG HYLO EHFDXVH
VKH·V FKRVHQ HYLO 6KH·V VROG RXW WR HYLO %XW ZLWK +LV RZQ
flesh and blood He makes her³He creates her³to choose
the good³Himself³her helper³her wish.
In Patterson, California, two American teenagers,
Felipe Garza and Donna Ashlock, dated. They dated until
Donna began dating another boy. One day Donna doubled
over in pain. Doctors soon discovered she was dying of a
degenerative heart disease and desperately needed a heart
WUDQVSODQW )HOLSH KHDUG DERXW 'RQQD·V FRQGLWLRQ DQG WROG
KLV PRWKHU ´,·P JRLQJ WR GLH DQG ,·P JRLQJ WR JLYH P\
KHDUWWRP\JLUOIULHQGµ
Boys say crazy things, and Felipe appeared to his
mom to be in perfect health. Three weeks later Felipe woke
up and complained of pain on the left side of his head. He
EHJDQORVLQJKLVEUHDWKDQGFRXOGQ·WZDON+HZDVWDNHQWR
the hospital. He had had an aneurysm. Soon he was brain
dead.
His sudden death mystified his doctors. While he
remained on the respirator, his family decided to let
physicians remove his heart for Donna and his kidneys and
eyes for others in need. After Donna received the transplant,
KHU IDWKHU WROG KHU RI )HOLSH·V GHDWK +H VDLG ´)HOLSH
GRQDWHG KLV NLGQH\V DQG H\HVµ 7KHUH ZDV D SDXVH DQG
'RQQDVDLG´$QG,KDYHKLVKHDUWµ
Imagine if you received a new heart from someone
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ZKRORYHG\RXOLNHWKDW&KDG0LOOHUZULWHV´(YHU\PRPHQW
you lived would be a tribute to the one who loved you so
PXFK KH JDYH KLV OLIH IRU \RXµ , LPDJLQH 'RQQD ORYHG
)HOLSHZLWKDOOKHUQHZKHDUW,IRQO\KH·GULVHIURPWKHGHDG
what a bride Donna would be!
In chapter seventeen, the Harlot is drunk on blood.
In chapter nineteen, the Bride has been washed in blood
WKH/DPE·VOLIH 
The Harlot is decked with jewels, gold, and pearls.
The Bride is jewels, gold, and pearls.
The Harlot is the abode of demons.
The Bride is the dwelling place of God.
The Harlot is a city, an economy of consumption.
The Bride is a city, an economy of creation.
The Harlot consumes, and she is a consumer finally
consumed in the Lake of Fire. The Great Harlot is the spirit
of harlotry.
But God loves harlots: Rahab, Mary of Magdalene,
you +LVSHRSOH 'RQ·W\RXVHH+LVSODQIRUWKHIXOOQHVV
of time is to take harlots (the children of Adam) and turn
them into His Bride?
A friend heard Jesus whisper these words one
HYHQLQJ LQ RXU ZRUVKLS VHUYLFH ´, ORYH \RX , ORYH WKH
whores, the murderers, the adulterers, but especially the
ZKRUHVµ
We all were whores loving other gods, other lords.
But Christ makes us His Bride. In Ezekiel 16, God says
-HUXVDOHP LV D KDUORW D ZKRULQJ EULGH +H VD\V ´, ZLOO
deliver you to be burned by your lovers, but then I will
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establish with you my everlasting covenant. I will atone for
\RXUVLQVµ7KDWDWRQHPHQWLV+LVERG\DQGEORRG
Hosea is commanded to marry a harlot because
Israel is a harlot. Hosea is commanded to redeem her³buy
her back for fifteen shekels.
Jesus has purchased you from the Evil One with His
own blood. There is no greater price. Jesus creates His Bride
with His own flesh and blood. God creates His people in
His image by ripping His own heart from His chest and
placing it in a manger, then nailing it to a cross. In John 1,
´-HVXVLVWKH:RUGIURPWKHERVRPRIWKHIDWKHUµ
Remember that the Revelation is somehow a scroll .
  D FDQYDV $QG LW·V RQO\ RSHQHG E\ WKH /DPE RQ WKH
throne.
The Revelation of His Bride is purchased with His
blood. She is created with blood.
0DUFLD VDLG ´:H DUH DOO FUHDWLYH DQG DOO FDOOHG WR
FUHDWLYLW\ ZKHWKHU LW·V VLQJLQJ KRVSLWDOLW\ DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ
SUD\HUµ,QWKHPLGGOHRIWKDWFDQYDVVKHVDZWKH/DPE+H
ZDVRQWKHWKURQH5HPHPEHU+HDSSHDUV´DVRQHZKRKDV
EHHQVODLQµ+HSDLQWVZLWK+LVRZQEORRG+HSDLQWVus. On
the canvas, she saw us, Lookout Mountain Community
Church, in poor villages around the world, in the inner city,
shining His light.
She said the canvas began to beat in tempo with
*RG·V KHDUWEHDW *RG VKRZHG 0DUFLD WKDW WKH FDQYDV ZDV
ZUDSSHG DURXQG +LV KHDUW ´6R /RRNRXW 0RXQWDLQµ VKH
VDLG ´\RX KDYH D FDOOLQJ RQ \RXU KHDUW WR OLYH RXW \RXU
FUHDWLYLW\µ
Our creativity is His creativity, for He has given us
His heart. When you surrender to Jesus, when you love like
Jesus, the heart of God beats in your chest, and you create
in the image of God. When you rely on yourself and try to
become self-actualized, you create death. You play the
harlot.
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Who is your helper? Then stop playing the Harlot. If
\RX QDPH WKH QDPH RI -HVXV GRQ·W OHW WKH (YLO 2QH OLH WR
\RX<RX·UHQRWWKH+DUORW<RX·UH+LV%ULGH
,Q-HVXV·QDPHDPHQ
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Further Reading

7KHQ*RGVDLG´/HW8VPDNHPDQLQ2XULPDJHDFFRUGLQJ
to Our likeness;; and let them rule over the fish of the sea
and over the birds of the sky and over the cattle and over all
the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps on the
HDUWKµ*RGFUHDWHGPDQLQ+LVRZQLPDJHLQWKHLPDJHRI
God He created him;; male and female He created them.
*RGEOHVVHGWKHPDQG*RGVDLGWRWKHP´%HIUXLWIXODQG
multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it;; and rule over the
fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over every
OLYLQJWKLQJWKDWPRYHVRQWKHHDUWKµ,QWKHGD\WKDWWKH
LORD God made earth and heaven. . . . then the LORD
*RG VDLG ´,W LV QRW JRRG IRU WKH PDQ WR EH DORQH , ZLOO
make him a helper VXLWDEOHIRUKLPµ2XWRIWKHJURXQGWKH
LORD God formed every beast of the field and every bird
of the sky, and brought them to the man to see what he
would call them;; and whatever the man called a living
creature, that was its name. The man gave names to all the
cattle, and to the birds of the sky, and to every beast of the
field, but for Adam there was not found a helper suitable for
him. So the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the
man, and he slept;; then He took one of his ribs and closed
up the flesh at that place. The LORD God fashioned into a
woman the rib which He had taken from the man, and
EURXJKWKHUWRWKHPDQ7KHPDQVDLG´7KLVLVQRZERQHRI
my bones, And flesh of my flesh;; She shall be called
:RPDQ %HFDXVH VKH ZDV WDNHQ RXW RI 0DQµ )RU WKLV
reason a man shall leave his father and his mother, and be
joined to his wife;; and they shall become one flesh. And the
man and his wife were both naked and were not ashamed.
Now the serpent was more crafty than any beast of the field
which the LORD God had made. And he said to the
ZRPDQ´,QGHHGKDV*RGVDLG¶<RXVKDOOQRWHDWIURPDQ\
WUHHRIWKHJDUGHQ·"µ
-Genesis 1:26-28;; 2:4b;; 2:18-3:1
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´+HDU2/25'DQGEHJUDFLRXVWRPH2/25'EHP\
helperµ
-Psalm 30:10
'DYLGWKHPDQDIWHU*RG·VRZQKHDUW
´,ZLOODVNWKH)DWKHUDQG+HZLOOJLYH\RXDQRWKHUHelper,
that He may be with you forever;; that is the Spirit of truth,
whom the world cannot receive, because it does not see
Him or know Him, but you know Him because He abides
with you and will be in you. I will not leave you as orphans;;
,ZLOOFRPHWR\RXµ
-John 14:16-18
Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and
gave himself up for her, that he might sanctify her, having
cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, that he
might present the church to himself in splendor, without
spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy
and without blemish. Even so husbands should love their
wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves
himself. For no man ever hates his own flesh, but nourishes
and cherishes it, as Christ does the church, because we are
PHPEHUVRIKLVERG\´)RUWKLVUHDVRQDPDQVKDOOOHDYHKLV
father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two
VKDOO EHFRPH RQH IOHVKµ 7KLV P\VWHU\ LV D SURIRXQG RQH
and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the church . . . .
-Ephesians 5:25-32
7KHQ RQH RI WKH HOGHUV DGGUHVVHG PH VD\LQJ ´:KR DUH
WKHVHFORWKHGLQZKLWHUREHVDQGZKHQFHKDYHWKH\FRPH"µ
,VDLGWRKLP´6LU\RXNQRZµ$QGKHVDLGWRPH´7KHVH
are they who have come out of the great tribulation;; they
have washed their robes and made them white in the blood
RIWKH/DPEµ´/HWXVUHMRLFHDQGH[XOWDQGJLYHKLPWKH
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glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and his Bride
has made herself ready;; it was granted her to be clothed with
ILQH OLQHQ EULJKW DQG SXUHµ--for the fine linen is the
righteous deeds of the saints.
-Revelation 7:13-14, 19:7-8
When the LORD began to speak through Hosea, the
/25'VDLGWRKLP´*RWDNHWR\RXUVHOIDQDGXOWHURXVZLIH
and children of unfaithfulness, because the land is guilty of
WKH YLOHVW DGXOWHU\ LQ GHSDUWLQJ IURP WKH /25'µ    7KH
/25'VDLGWRPH´*RVKRZ\RXUORYHWR\RXUZLIHDJDLQ
though she is loved by another and is an adulteress. Love
her as the LORD loves the Israelites, though they turn to
RWKHUJRGVDQGORYHWKHVDFUHGUDLVLQFDNHVµ6R,ERXJKWKHU
for fifteen shekels of silver and about a homer and a lethek
RI EDUOH\ 7KHQ , WROG KHU ´<RX DUH WR OLYH ZLWK PH PDQ\
days;; you must not be a prostitute or be intimate with any
PDQ DQG , ZLOO OLYH ZLWK \RXµ )RU WKH ,VUDHOLWHV ZLOO OLYH
many days without king or prince, without sacrifice or
sacred stones, without ephod or idol. Afterward the
Israelites will return and seek the LORD their God and
David their king. They will come trembling to the LORD
and to his blessings in the last days.
-Hosea 1:2, 3:1-5
$JDLQ WKH ZRUG RI WKH /25' FDPH WR PH ´6RQ RI PDQ
make known to Jerusalem her abominations, and say, Thus
says the Lord GOD to Jerusalem: Your origin and your
birth are of the land of the Canaanites;; your father was an
Amorite, and your mother a Hittite. And as for your birth,
on the day you were born your navel string was not cut, nor
were you washed with water to cleanse you, nor rubbed with
salt, nor swathed with bands. No eye pitied you, to do any
of these things to you out of compassion for you;; but you
were cast out on the open field, for you were abhorred, on
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the day that you were born. And when I passed by you, and
saw you weltering in your blood, I said to you in your blood,
¶/LYHDQGJURZ XSOLNH DSODQWRIWKHILHOG·$QG\RX JUHZ
up and became tall and arrived at full maidenhood;; your
breasts were formed, and your hair had grown;; yet you were
naked and bare. When I passed by you again and looked
upon you, behold, you were at the age for love;; and I spread
my skirt over you, and covered your nakedness: yea, I
plighted my troth to you and entered into a covenant with
you, says the Lord GOD, and you became mine. . . . But you
trusted in your beauty, and played the harlot because of your
renown, and lavished your harlotries on any passer-by. . . .
Wherefore, O harlot, hear the word of the LORD: Thus
says the Lord GOD, Because your shame was laid bare and
your nakedness uncovered in your harlotries with your
lovers, and because of all your idols, and because of the
blood of your children that you gave to them, therefore,
behold, I will gather all your lovers, with whom you took
pleasure, all those you loved and all those you loathed;; I will
gather them against you from every side, and will uncover
your nakedness to them, that they may see all your
nakedness. And I will judge you as women who break
wedlock and shed blood are judged, and bring upon you the
blood of wrath and jealousy. And I will give you into the
hand of your lovers, and they shall throw down your vaulted
chamber and break down your lofty places;; they shall strip
you of your clothes and take your fair jewels, and leave you
naked and bare. They shall bring up a host against you, and
they shall stone you and cut you to pieces with their swords.
And they shall burn your houses and execute judgments
upon you in the sight of many women;; I will make you stop
playing the harlot, and you shall also give hire no more. . . .
As I live, says the Lord GOD, your sister Sodom and her
daughters have not done as you and your daughters have
done. Behold, this was the guilt of your sister Sodom: she
and her daughters had pride, surfeit of food, and prosperous
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ease, but did not aid the poor and needy. They were
haughty, and did abominable things before me;; therefore I
removed them, when I saw it. . . . Yea, thus says the Lord
GOD: I will deal with you as you have done, who have
despised the oath in breaking the covenant, yet I will
remember my covenant with you in the days of your youth,
and I will establish with you an everlasting covenant. Then
you will remember your ways, and be ashamed when I take
your sisters, both your elder and your younger, and give
them to you as daughters, but not on account of the
covenant with you. I will establish my covenant with you,
DQG\RXVKDOONQRZWKDW,DPWKH/25'µ
-Ezekiel 16:1-8, 15, 35-41, 48-50, 59-62
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth;; for the first
heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was
no more. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming
down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned
for her husband;; and I heard a loud voice from the throne
VD\LQJ´%HKROGWKHGZHOOLQJRI*RGLVZLWKPHQµ
-Revelation 21:1-3a
In loving me, you made me loveable.
-Augustine
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Loving the Bride
Leaving the Harlot
(Revelation 18-19:8)

7KLV VHUPRQ LV UHDOO\ D FRQWLQXDWLRQ RI ODVW ZHHN·V
sermon (and actually all those that have come before). The
Revelation is one incredible picture. Last week we preached
IURP *HQHVLV WKURXJK 5HYHODWLRQ DERXW *RG·V GUHDP RI
creation: creators in His image. And we preached of the
Bride and the Harlot.
Harlotry is the pinnacle of consumption³an
´HFRQRP\ RI FRQVXPSWLRQµ DQG KDUORWU\ LV D JUHDW OLH³a
deception. It is the belief that one can purchase something
which only comes by grace.
God created sexuality as a sacramental communion
of grace. The groom goes into his bride to commune with
her in love, and in the process he implants his seed in her
womb³his life. She bears life³creation³in the image of
*RG6H[XDOLW\LVWREH´OLIHJLYHQµDQG´OLIHFUHDWHGµ$QG
God designed it to be pure ecstasy.
Harlotry is a lie. It promises communion, life, and
ecstasy, but . . .
Instead of surrender, it is control;;
Instead of giving, it is taking;;
Instead of creation, it is consumption;;
Instead of ecstasy, it ends in depravity and tragedy;;
Instead of communion, it ends in isolation and
death.
Harlotry uses people to obtain things;; love uses things
to serve people. Harlotry is consumption;; love is creation.
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Harlotry ends in dead hearts alone in their own private hell.
So there really are no happy hookers.
,Q 5HYHODWLRQ  ZH PHHW WKH *UHDW +DUORW 6KH·V
not happy, but drunk with blood. She rides the Beast;; she is
dependent on the Beast and his kings, and they are
dependent on her. They are using each other, so they hate
each other. In the end, the Beast burns her and makes her
fall.
She is world economy dependent on a unified
political authority. She is world trade dependent on United
Nations. She is a goddess who preaches liberty but practices
licentiousness. She is a goddess who preaches freedom that
is really bondage to evil.
:KRLVWKH+DUORW":HOOVKH·VBabylon . . . Babel in
Genesis, where they built a tower to conquer Heaven. Babel
is a tower that falls.
6KH·V DOVR Rome. Peter even refers to Rome as
Babylon in I Peter 5. World trade flourished under Roman
Empirical power. The Mediterranean Sea became a free
trade zone. (This then is quite a picture: John the Apostle,
old and exiled to Patmos by the Empire of Rome, sings a
funeral dirge over Roman culture in the height of its glory.)
The Harlot also appears to be Old Jerusalem.
Jerusalem fell suddenly, crushed by the Roman Beast in 70
A.D. She was called a harlot by God, because the people of
God had sold out to other gods³idolatry.
:KHQWKHYRLFHFULHVLQFKDSWHUHLJKWHHQ´&RPHRXW
RI KHU P\ SHRSOHµ LW VRXQGV OLNH -HVXV 5HPHPEHU WKDW
Jesus warned His disciples in Jerusalem to flee the city at the
sign of its destruction. History shows that, in fact, they did.
In Revelation 17, John describes the Great Harlot,
KRZVKH·VGHVWUR\HGE\WKH%HDVW,Q5HYHODWLRQKHVLQJV
a funeral dirge over her destruction. Who is she?
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REVELATION 18:1-3: After this I saw another
angel coming down from heaven, having great
authority;; and the earth was made bright with his
splendor. And he called out with a mighty voice,
´)DOOHQIDOOHQLV%DE\ORQWKHJUHDW,WKDVEHFRPHD
dwelling place of demons, a haunt of every foul spirit,
a haunt of every foul and hateful bird;; for all nations
KDYHGUXQNWKHZLQHRIKHULPSXUHSDVVLRQµ
´3RUQHLDVµ LQ *UHHN PHDQV IRUQLFDWLRQ LPSXUH
SDVVLRQ KDUORWULHV ´3RUQRVµ LV ´KDUORWµ RU ´ZKRUHµ $OO
these words are from the same root ³² porn.
7KH 8QLWHG 6WDWHV RI $PHULFDQ LV WKH ZRUOG·V
number one producer of porn . . . something like a $10
billion a year industry. Especially now with the Internet, all
the nations of the world are drunk with our porn.
'R \RX XVH SRUQ" ´,I \RX ORRN RQ D ZRPDQ ZLWK
OXVW\RXFRPPLWDGXOWHU\LQ\RXUKHDUWµ-HVXVVDLG6H[IRU
money or sex simply for pleasure (sex for consumption, sex
RXWVLGHWKHFRYHQDQWRIPDUULDJH LV´SRUQHLDVµ
´    DQG WKH NLQJV RI WKH HDUWK KDYH FRPPLWWHG
fornication [porneias] with her, and the merchants of
the earth have grown rich with the wealth of her
ZDQWRQQHVVµ

2XU HFRQRP\ UXQV RQ ´ZDQWRQQHVVµ :H FDOO LW
´FRQVXPHUFRQILGHQFHµ7KLVZDVDUHFHQWSHUIXPHDGLQWKH
ZLQGRZDW0DF\·V
You want it. You want it bad. Sometimes so
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much it hurts. You can taste it. You feel like
you would do anything to get it. Go further
WKDQ WKH\·G VXVSHFW 7ZLVW \RXU VRXO DQG
FUXVK ZKDW·V LQ \RXU ZD\ 7KHQ \RX JHW LW
And something happens. You become the
object of your desire. And it feels incredible.
Does it? Throwing licentious parties for herself
alone in the dark ³ The Great Whore.
´7KH PHUFKDQWV RI WKH HDUWK KDYH JURZQ ULFK ZLWK
WKH ZHDOWKRIKHUZDQWRQQHVVµ,EHWPRUH SHRSOH DURXQG
the world have tasted Coca-Cola than communion wine. But
WKDWRQO\VWDQGVWRUHDVRQIRU´&RNHLVWKHUHDOWKLQJµ
REVELATION 18:4-7: Then I heard another voice
IURPKHDYHQVD\LQJ´&RPHRXWRIKHUP\SHRSOHOHVW
you take part in her sins, lest you share in her
SODJXHVIRUKHUVLQVDUHKHDSHGKLJKDVKHDYHQµ

. . . heaped like bricks in the Tower of Babel, heaped
in order to seize eternity with human energy . . .
´    DQG *RG KDV UHPHPEHUHG KHU LQLTXLWLHV
Render to her as she herself has rendered, and repay
her double for her deeds;; mix a double draught for
her in the cup she mixed. As she glorified herself and
played the wanton [that is, gave herself luxuries] . .
µ

,UHDGWKDWLIZHFRXOGVKULQNWKHHDUWK·VSRSXODWLRQ
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to a village of one hundred people, one-half of the village
would suffer from malnutrition, one-KDOI RI WKH YLOODJH·V
wealth would be in the hands of only six citizens, and all six
ZRXOGEH$PHULFDQ,GRQ·WNQRZKRZDFFXUDWHWKDWLVEXW,
do know that minimum wage in the Dominican Republic is
 D ZHHN 7KDW·V UHDOO\ JRRG FRQVLGHULQJ WKDW RYHU 
billion people subsist on the equivalent of less than $1.00 a
day . . . like in Mozambique.
In Mozambique, infant mortality is almost one-fifth
RIWKHOLYHELUWKVRI,QWKH86LW·VRI
´%XW PDQ VKDOO QRW OLYH RQ EUHDG DORQH EXW HYHU\
ZRUGWKDWSURFHHGVIURPWKHPRXWKRI*RGµ+LV:RUGLV
life.
,Q WKH HDUO\ ·V LW ZDV UHSRUWHG WKDW $PHULFDQV
spent 140 times as much on legalized gambling as overseas
Protestant ministries. And we spent 17 times as much on
diets and diet-related products. That is, while billions of
unsaved people starved, we paid already wealthy people to
help us not eat . . . at a rate of 17 to 1 . . . diets over the
:RUG:H·UHVWLOOVRPHRIWKHIDWWHVWSHRSOHRQHDUWK$QGD
little preaching might have gone a long way in Afghanistan
about ten years ago. . . .

REVELATION 18:7: ´    VR JLYH KHU D OLNH
measure of torment and mourning. Since in her heart
VKHVD\V¶$TXHHQ,VLW,DPQRZLGRZPRXUQLQJ,
VKDOOQHYHUVHH·µ

The Harlot has become so arrogant in her wealth she
WKLQNV VKH ZLOO QHYHU VHH VXIIHULQJ ´+HDOWK DQG ZHDOWKµ
WKHRORJ\LVUHDOO\VWURQJLQ$PHULFD2XUULFKHVPHDQ*RG·V
approval. This whole Pre-tribulation Rapture thing is really a
recent American phenomenon. The idea is, God surely
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ZRXOGQ·WOHW+LVFKRVHQSHRSOHVXIIHUJUHDWWULEXODWLRQ
So I guess that means those martyrs in the Sudan
ZHUHQ·WFKRVHQ$QGof course ZH·UHVXSSRVHGWR´SLFNXS
RXUFURVVDQGIROORZµ,QIDFW\RXFDQJHWDQLFHJROG-plated
RQHRQDFKDLQDW0DF\·VIRU

REVELATION 18:8-13: ´VRVKDOOKHUSODJXHV
come in a single day, pestilence and mourning and
famine, and she shall be burned with fire;; for mighty
LVWKH/RUG*RGZKRMXGJHVKHUµ
And the kings of the earth, who committed
fornication and were wanton with her, will weep and
wail over her when they see the smoke of her burning;;
they will stand far off, in fear of her torment, and
VD\ ´$ODV DODV WKRX JUHDW FLW\ WKRX PLJKW\ FLW\
%DE\ORQ,QRQHKRXUKDVWK\MXGJPHQWFRPHµ
And the merchants of the earth weep and
mourn for her, since no one buys their cargo any
more, cargo of gold, silver, jewels and pearls, fine
linen, purple, silk and scarlet, all kinds of scented
wood, all articles of ivory, all articles of costly wood,
bronze, iron and marble, cinnamon, spice, incense,
myrrh, frankincense, wine, oil, fine flour and wheat,
cattle and sheep, horses and chariots, and slaves, that
is, human souls.

In my country, white people are still far richer than
EODFNSHRSOH'RQ·WEHIRROHG7KHUHLVDUHDVRQIRUWKDW
slavery.
And if I understand Scripture correctly, my country
has systematically and hygienically aborted something like 38
million human souls since 1973.
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Loneliness is longing for human souls.

REVELATION 18:14- ´The fruit for which thy
soul longed has gone from thee, and all thy dainties
and thy splendor are lost to thee, never to be found
DJDLQµ
The merchants of these wares, who gained
wealth from her, will stand far off, in fear of her
WRUPHQWZHHSLQJDQGPRXUQLQJDORXG´$ODVDODV
for the great city that was clothed in fine linen, in
purple and scarlet, bedecked with gold, with jewels,
and with pearls! In one hour all this wealth has been
ODLGZDVWHµ$QGDOOVKLSPDVWHUVDQGVHDIDULQJPHQ
sailors and all whose trade is on the sea, stood far off
and cried out as they saw the smoke of her burning,
´:KDWFLW\ZDVOLNHWKHJUHDWFLW\"µ$QGWKH\WKUHZ
dust on their heads, as they wept and mourned,
FU\LQJ RXW ´$ODV DODV IRU WKH JUHDW FLW\ ZKHUH DOO
who had ships at sea grew rich by her wealth! In one
hour she has been laid waste. Rejoice over her, O
heaven, O saints and apostles and prophets, for God
KDVJLYHQMXGJPHQWIRU\RXDJDLQVWKHUµ
Then a mighty angel took up a stone like a
great millstone and threw it into the sea . . .
-HVXV VDLG ´,W ZRXOG EH EHWWHU WR KDYH D PLOOVWRQH
tied around your neck and cast into the sea than to lead one
RI WKHVH OLWWOH RQHV DVWUD\µ ,Q P\ FKLOGUHQ·V VFKRRO LW LV
illegal to talk about God. Life is explained through
FRQVXPSWLRQ´VXUYLYDORIWKHILWWHVWµ$Q\ELRORJLVWKDVWR
DGPLW WKDW GRHVQ·W H[SODLQ OLIH LW H[SODLQV GHDWK +DYH \RX
ever tried to teach World History without referring to Jesus?
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Of necessity it forces you to lie and lead children astray . . .
A mighty angel took up a stone like a great
PLOOVWRQHDQGWKUHZLWLQWRWKHVHDVD\LQJ´6RVKDOO
Babylon the great city be thrown down with violence,
and shall be found no more;; and the sound of harpers
and minstrels, of flute players and trumpeters, shall
be heard in thee no more;; and a craftsman of any
craft shall be found in thee no more;; and the sound of
the millstone shall be heard in thee no more;; and the
light of a lamp shall shine in thee no more;; and the
voice of bridegroom and bride shall be heard in thee
no more;; for thy merchants were the great men of the
earth, and all nations were deceived by thy sorcery
>PDJLFVSHOO@µ

By graduation, the average American teenager has
seen 350,000 TV commercials, amounting to one and onehalf years of eight-hour work days. Not just Americans, but
all nations are sucked into our economy through
FRPPHUFLDOV,W·VKRZZHUXOHWKHZRUOGRXUPDJLFVSHOO
And how do they work?
5HPHPEHUWKLVRQH"´,VWKDWPHKROGLQJ\RXRU\RX
holding me? I cannot tell where you begin and I end.
Eternity.µ:KDWDUHWKH\VHOOLQJ" ³ perfume. What can you
say about perfume? ³ It smells good. What do they
promise? ³ eternal communion.
Now in Eternity commercials they show children
running down a beach . . . eternal communion that bears
life. And all it really is, is smelly water. 7KDW·VDO\LQJSURPLVH
a magic spell, harlotry . . . and it works, for we buy the stuff.
REVELATION 18:24: ´$QGLQKHUZDVIRXQGWKH
blood of prophets and of saints, and of all who have
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EHHQVODLQRQHDUWKµ
Prophets and saints bled for a vision of a country,
EOHVVHGOLNHROG,VUDHO´%OHVVHGLQRUGHUWREHDEOHVVLQJµ
7KDW·VWKH 3URWHVWDQWZRUNHWKLF:RUNZLWK*RGWRFUHDWH
for others, instead of working alone to consume in the dark.
It may look the same on the outside, but its dream is
creation not consumption . . . It runs on Creator confidence,
not consumer confidence . . . It runs on fullness not emptiness,
giving instead of getting . . . Israel was blessed in order to be a
blessing, but they turned their blessings into idols.
I was listening to a secular rock song and heard
these lyrics:
Only in America
:H·UHVODYHVWREHIUHH
Only in America we kill the unborn
To make ends meet
Only in America
Sexuality is democracy
Only in America we stamp our god
´,Q*RG:H7UXVWµ
[Creed]
$QG LW·V LOOHJDO LQ WKH SXEOLF HGXFDWLRQ V\VWHP WR
mention just who we think God might be. That means many
children first read of God on a dollar bill.
What have you been mourning since September 11?
I hope it is towers filled with priceless human souls for
whom Christ died. But perhaps it is towers that represent an
idol, our consumer lifestyle. . . towers of Babel.
You see, my heart is awfully invested in Babylon.
God may be trying to remind me of something. So this is
QRWDQHDV\VHUPRQWRSUHDFKEXW,·PVFDUHGQRWWRSUHDFK
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it.
For while we were preaching through the
Revelation, right after we spoke of the Beast as the nation of
Islam, planes flew into the Twin Towers (the World Trade
Center) right down the street from the United Nations, in
the Great City. We watched them fall in one hour behind a
statue on the waters, the goddess of liberty, whose liberty
KDVEHFRPHOLFHQVH$QGWKHQH[WZHHN·VWH[WWKDW,ZDVWR
SUHDFK RQ LQ 5HYHODWLRQ DQQRXQFHV WKH IDOO RI ´%DEHO-RQµ
for the Beast will attack and burn her with fire.
God might actually be sending us a message, even at
the hands of the godless Beast. And the message is,
´5HSHQWµ :KHQHYHU ,VUDHO HQFRXQWHUHG GLVDVWHU WKHLU
LPPHGLDWH WHPSWDWLRQ ZDV DUURJDQFH ´:H·UH *RG·V
SHRSOHµ%XW*RG·VPHVVDJHZDVDOZD\VWKHVDPH´5HSHQWµ
Well, the U.S. is not Israel, but the Church is Israel.
We may be living in the most dangerous place on earth, but
QRWEHFDXVHRIWHUURULVWV-HVXVFDOOV´&RPHRXWRIKHUP\
SHRSOHµDQGZHFDOOEDFN´:HOOZHDFWXDOO\NLQGRI like it
KHUHµ
:H·UHOLNHGLHWHUVZKRZRUNLQDGRXJKQXWVKRSOLNH
alcoholics who work in a liquor store. Is anything wrong
with doughnuts and alcohol³the goods of this world? No!
In fact, donuts can be used to save a starving man, and
DOFRKRO FDQ EH FRPPXQLRQ %XW LI \RX·UH D IDW DOFRKROLF
idolater, hanging around doughnut shops and liquor stores
can be dangerous!
´7KH/RUGLVP\VKHSKHUG,VKDOOQRWZDQWµ
In America? Yeah, right.
´7KRXVKDOWKDYHQRRWKHUJRGVEHIRUHPHµ
,Q$PHULFD"7KDW·VWRXJK
$QG WR WKH H[WHQW $PHULFD LV D KRRNHU VKH·V DQ
unhappy hooker. For prostitution leaves you violated, alone,
and mortally depressed. Some sociologists claim America is
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the most violent country on earth. Mother Teresa said
VHYHUDOWLPHV´7KHJUHDWHVWSRYHUW\LVLQWKHZHVWµ6KHZDV
talking about loneliness.
The suicide rate for youth in our country has tripled
VLQFH WKH ·V <HW ZH DUH DOO ZRUNHG XS RYHU $QWKUD[
because four or five people have died. Since September 11,
if statistical rates stay constant, about 6,000 Americans have
NLOOHG WKHPVHOYHV 7KDW·V PRUH SHRSOH WKDQ WKH WHUURULVWV
killed on September 11! Have you mourned their deaths?
They were worse by far. They died feeling like lonely harlots.
6RZKDWLV*RGVD\LQJ"7KHYRLFHFULHV´&RPHRXW
RIKHUP\SHRSOHµ:KDWGRHVLWPHDQZKHQDPDQFRPHV
RXWRIDKDUORW"-HVXVLVVD\LQJ´6WRSIRUQLFDWLQJWKHZKRUH
6KH·OOVXFN\RXGU\DQGOHDYH\RXGHVRODWH6WRSJLYLQJ\RXU
treasure, your heart, your dreams, the deepest longings of
your soul, to an economy of consumption. Your heart is
only satisfied in me. And I am in the last and least of these,
P\EUHWKUHQµ
:KHQ \RX·UH GHSUHVVHG GR \RX JR VKRSSLQJ" -HVXV
FDOOVWR\RXLQWKDWPRPHQWVD\LQJ´&RPHRXWRIKHU6KH
ZLOOQRWJLYH\RXOLIHµ
Well, a man was made to go into a woman and give
life. If he is to come out of a whore, into whom is he to give
life and make life?

REVELATION 19:1-8: After this I heard what
seemed to be the loud voice of a great multitude in
KHDYHQFU\LQJ´+DOOHOXMDK6DOYDWLRQDQGJORU\DQG
power belong to our God, for his judgments are true
and just;; he has judged the great harlot who
corrupted the earth with her fornication, and he has
DYHQJHGRQKHUWKHEORRGRIKLVVHUYDQWVµ2QFHPRUH
WKH\FULHG´+DOOHOXMDK7KHVPRNHIURPKHUJRHVXS
IRU HYHU DQG HYHUµ $QG WKH WZHQW\-four elders and
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the four living creatures fell down and worshiped God
ZKR LV VHDWHG RQ WKH WKURQH VD\LQJ ´$PHQ
+DOOHOXMDKµ $QG IURP WKH WKURQH FDPH D YRLFH
FU\LQJ ´3UDLVH RXU *RG DOO \RX KLV VHUYDQWV \RX
ZKRIHDUKLPVPDOODQGJUHDWµ7KHQ,KHDUGZKDW
seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the
sound of many waters and like the sound of mighty
WKXQGHUSHDOVFU\LQJ´+DOOHOXMDK)RUWKH/RUGRXU
God the Almighty reigns. Let us rejoice and exult
and give him the glory, for the marriage of the Lamb
has come, and his Bride has made herself ready;; it
was granted her to be clothed with fine linen, bright
DQGSXUHµ³for the fine linen is the righteous deeds
of the saints.

,Q5HYHODWLRQZHUHDG´7KHNLQJVRIWKHHDUWK
EULQJ WKHLU JORU\µ³their life, their stuff³´LQWR >WKH 1HZ
-HUXVDOHP@µWKH%ULGHRI&KULVW,Q5HYHODWLRQZHUHDG
´7KH 1HZ -HUXVDOHP is >SUHVHQW SDUWLFLSOH@ FRPLQJ GRZQµ
That means the New Jerusalem has been coming down for
200 years and is currently among us . . . like Jesus said the
Kingdom is among us (Luke 17:20). The New Jerusalem is
the people of God³the Bride.
Come out of the Whore and go into the Bride . . .
ZLWK \RXU VHHG ´VSHUPDµ LQ *UHHN  LI VKH·V \RXU ZLIH   
ZLWK \RXU WUHDVXUH KHDUW WLPH DQG PRQH\ LI VKH·V \RXU
church. In other words, use things to love people and bear
much fruit . . . fruit that will not be consumed in the fire but
purified for eternity.
If America is the Harlot, America is also the Bride.
No country has ever consumed as much, and no country has
ever created DVPXFK:H·YHEXLOWKRVSLWDOVDURXQGWKHZRUOG
ZH·YH HYDQJHOL]HG QDWLRQV ZH·YH HYHQ UHVFXHG WKH ZRUOG
from Hitler in World War II.
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$PHULFD LV VHGXFHG E\ WKH *UHDW +DUORW EXW VKH·V
also salted with the Bride.
At the last Living Stone Service, Philip Yancey
shared about his recent visit to New York and Ground
Zero. He could not stop talking about how proud he was of
America. For at Ground Zero he saw the Bride: firemen,
policemen, construction workers, sacrificing themselves and
pouring their lives into others. He spoke of spontaneous
DQG SODQQHG SUD\HU PHHWLQJV DOO RYHU WKH SODFH 3HRSOH·V
lives had been changed.
There were three booths set up right across from the
site:
POLICEMEN FOR CHRIST
FIREMEN FOR CHRIST
SANITATION WORKERS FOR CHRIST
2QH RI 3KLOLS·V SDVWRU IULHQGV *RUGRQ 0F'RQDOG
volunteered with the Salvation Army. In his journal,
McDonald wrote of the first night serving at Ground Zero.
´,Q DOO P\ \HDUV RI &KULVWLDQ PLQLVWU\ >0F'RQDOG KDV
ministered to presidents . . . he has written books] I never
IHOWPRUHDOLYHWKDQ,IHOWODVWQLJKWµ
Alive ³ at the foot of a cross? Imagine that! Jesus is
there impregnating His surrendered Bride with life, creating
His Bride from the rubble of World Trade. The Bride is in
New York City: the people of God. Some were in the Tower
when it fell;; some are now searching through the rubble. But
WKH%ULGHLVULVLQJLQWKH+DUORW·VUHPDLQV
God consumes the great spirit of harlotry by turning
harlots into brides. His love is D FRQVXPLQJ ILUH *RG·V
people were all harlots without Him³idolaters. He creates
His Bride from harlots by bleeding for them on His cross,
then sending His word to conquer their hearts and
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impregnate them with life.
In chapter nineteen, the Word riding a white horse
conquers the world. Then the Bride is revealed in all her
glory.
We are created to create in His image. It means
sacrifice, it means Word³seed³spoken into broken hearts.
,W KXUWV EXW GRQH LQ ORYH LW·V D WDVWH RI HFVWDV\³life. It
produces life³the party³the Kingdom³the New
Jerusalem³even here. Come out of the Whore and go into
the Bride.
Tony Campolo tells about a certain night when he
found himself wide awake at 3:30 AM due to jet lag. He was
in some U.S. city where he was to speak. But now he was
alone³a tempting time for men and for preachers. He
walked down to the street and into a dingy, little diner. The
fat guy behind the counter shoved him a doughnut and
some coffee.
About that time, eight or nine good-looking
prostitutes walked in. They sat near Tony. Their talk was
loud and very crude. He was just ready to leave when he
RYHUKHDUG´7RPRUURZ·VP\ELUWKGD\,·OOEHµ$VHFRQG
YRLFH VDLG ´6R ZKDW" :KDW GR \RX ZDQW IURP PH" $
ELUWKGD\ FDNH DQG D &RNH" <RX ZDQW PH WR VLQJ ¶+DSS\
%LUWKGD\·"µ7KHILUVWRQHVDLG´&RPHRQZK\GR\RXKDYH
to be so mean? I was just telling \RXWKDW·VDOO,GRQ·WZDQW
anything from you. I mean, why should you give me a
ELUWKGD\FDNH",·YHQHYHUKDGRQHP\ZKROHOLIHµ
Campolo waited until the women left, and he asked
WKH IDW JX\ EHKLQG WKH FRXQWHU ´'R WKH\ FRPH LQ HYHU\
QLJKW"µ
´<HDµ
´+RZDERXWWKHRQHULJKWQH[WWRPH"µ
´<HDWKDW·V$JQHV:K\WR\RXZDQWWRNQRZ"µ
´,W·V KHU ELUWKGD\ WRPRUURZ :KDW GR \RX VD\ ZH
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WKURZDSDUW\"µ
The fat guy thought a minute, smiled, and said,
´7KDW·VJUHDW,OLNH$JQHVµ+LVQDPH ZDV+DUU\+H VDLG
´,·OOEULQJWKHFDNHDQGVSUHDGWKHZRUGµ
At 2:30 AM the next night, Campolo came back
with decorations he had purchased with his time and with
KLV PRQH\ +H KDG D ELJ VLJQ WKDW VDLG ´+DSS\ %LUWKGD\
$JQHVµ $W  LW ZDV ZDOO WR ZDOO KRRNHUV +DUU\ DQG
Tony. At 3:30, Agnes arrived. They all screamed, ´+DSS\
%LUWKGD\$JQHVµ And they sang to Agnes.
When Agnes saw the cake, she broke down weeping.
+DUU\ VDLG ´$JQHV FXW WKH FDNH :H ZDQW FDNHµ )LQDOO\
Agnes composed herself and said softly as she looked at the
FDNH ´/RRN +DUU\ LV LW RND\ LI , MXVW ORRN DW LW D OLWWOH
ZKLOH"µ +DUU\ VDLG ´6XUH7DNHLWKRPHLI\RX ZDQWµ6KH
VDLG´2KFDQ,"µ6KHORRNHGDW7RQ\DQGVDLG´,OLYHULJKW
GRZQWKHVWUHHW,MXVWZDQWWRWDNHLWKRPHµ6KHSLFNHGLW
up like it was the holy grail³the communion cup³and
walked out.
At that, no one knew quite what to do. So they all
ORRNHGDW7RQ\%HLQJDSDVWRU7RQ\VDLG´/HW·VSUD\µ
So he led them all in prayer to God through Jesus
His Son³the Word. He prayed for Agnes, that God would
bless her, change her life, and save her. When he was done,
+DUU\ OHDQHGRYHUZLWKVRPH KRVWLOLW\ DQGVDLG ´+H\<RX
never told me you were a preacher! What kind of church do
\RX EHORQJ WR"µ &DPSROR VDLG ´$ FKXUFK WKDW WKURZV
SDUWLHVIRUKRRNHUVDWLQWKHPRUQLQJµ+DUU\VDLG´1R
\RXGRQ·W7KHUH·VQRFKXUFKOLNHWKDW,IWKHUHZDVDFKXUFK
OLNHWKDW,·Gjoin LW,·Gjoin DFKXUFKOLNHWKDWµ
7KHUHLVDFKXUFKOLNHWKDW-HVXV·&KXUFK+HDOZD\V
got in trouble for partying with tax collectors and sinners . . .
prostitutes like Mary Magdalene. But He turns prostitutes
into brides.
´7KHUH·VQRFKXUFKOLNHWKDWµ,KRSHwe are a church
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like that. Campolo said his story was partly fictitious, but
ours is not . . .
When we go to the Dominican Republic, we usually
VWD\LQDSODFHFDOOHG5RVLH·V7KHUHDUHUHGOLJKWVDERYHWKH
doors, and it functions at times like a brothel. Last time
Andrew was there, Tom set up a meeting between Andrew
and Rosie, and he led her to Christ.
Your giving goes to places like the Dominican
Republic and places like Alternatives Pregnancy Center. We
help young mothers keep their babies. Who knows all the
stories behind those pregnancies?
With your giving, you love people in Mozambique
and the Dominican Republic . . . harlots in the mountain,
city, and world . . . people like us³people of harlotry, some
very literal in their harlotry, some metaphorical in their
harlotry, but all harlots apart from Christ, now redeemed by
blood and impregnated with life.
:H·UH DERXW WR PRYH LQWR RXU QHZ EXLOGLQJ ,W
represents our hearts, money, and treasure, and it may be
harlotry if we see ourselves as religious consumers with the
building there to service us alone. It may be harlotry that
ends in stagnation, loneliness, and death.
But it will be life and the New Jerusalem if we think
RI LW DV +DUU\·V 'LQHU³7KH +DUORW·V &DIp ,Q LW ZH WKURZ
parties for harlots and sinners. We not only serve Cokes and
cakes to people driving by, but in worship we offer the body
and blood of Jesus, who died for His whoring Bride and
now impregnates her with life as we surrender to His love.
There was never a more creative moment than when
Jesus (betrayed, forsaken by His Bride) took the bread and
EURNHLWDQGVDLG´7KLVLVP\ERG\JLYHQIRU\RX'RWKLVLQ
UHPHPEUDQFH RI PHµ ,Q WKH VDPH ZD\ DIWHU VXSSHU +H
WRRNWKHFXSDQGVDLG´7KLVLVWKHFXSRIWKHQHZFRYHQDQW
in my blood, shed for the forgiveness of sins. Do this in
UHPHPEUDQFHRIPHµ
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He paints His Bride with His own body and blood,
and impregnates His Bride with life when she comes to Him
in surrender.
*****
Clearly you are the Bride of Christ. And He will not
let you go. But there is an Evil One, a Dragon, and I suspect
KH·OO VHQG HPLVVDULHV ZKR DIWHU D VHUPRQ OLNH WKLV ZLOO
ZKLVSHU LQ \RXU HDU VRPHWKLQJ OLNH WKLV ´<RX·UH D ZKRUH
DUHQ·W\RX"<RX·UHMXVWEDG:K\GRQ·W\RXJRZDWFKVRPH
SRUQ"0D\EH\RXRXJKWWRJREX\VRPHWKLQJµ
Even more than that, maybe he will say something
OLNH WKLV ´0D\EH \RX KDG EHWWHU JLYH D ORW PRUH ,Q IDFW
PD\EH\RXKDGEHWWHUJLYHµ$QGWKHQ\RXVD\´-HVXV
would you be pleased with me if I gave 20%? 25%? How
about if I gave you my raise this year? Would you be pleased
ZLWKPHWKHQ"µ
-HVXVVD\V´,am pleased with you! You came to my
WDEOH , ZDVKHG \RX ZLWK P\ EORRG <RX·UH P\ %ULGH <RX
FDQ·WEX\P\ORYHµ
So when you hear those voices, rebuke the Evil One
DQG UHPLQG \RXUVHOI ZKR \RX DUH <RX·UH WKH %ULGH RI
Christ.
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Further Reading

7KHQ,KHDUGDQRWKHUYRLFHIURPKHDYHQVD\LQJ´&RPHRXW
of her, my people, lest you take part in her sins, lest you
share in her plagues;; for her sins are heaped high as heaven,
DQG*RGKDVUHPHPEHUHGKHULQLTXLWLHVµ
-Revelation 18:4-5
Now the whole earth had one language and few words. And
as men migrated from the east, they found a plain in the
land of Shinar and settled there. And they said to one
DQRWKHU ´&RPH OHW XV PDNH EULFNV DQG EXUQ WKHP
WKRURXJKO\µ$QGWKH\KDGEULFNIRUVWRQHDQGELWXPHQIRU
PRUWDU7KHQWKH\VDLG´&RPHOHWXVEXLOGRXUVHOYHVDFLW\
and a tower with its top in the heavens, and let us make a
name for ourselves, lest we be scattered abroad upon the
IDFHRIWKHZKROHHDUWKµ7KHUHIRUHLWVQDPHZDVFDOOHG
Ba'bel, because there the LORD confused the language of
all the earth;; and from there the LORD scattered them
abroad over the face of all the earth.
-Genesis 11:1-4, 9
´)HDUQRWOLWWOHIORFNIRULWLV\RXU)DWKHU VJRRGSOHDVXUHWR
give you the kingdom. Sell your possessions, and give alms;;
provide yourselves with purses that do not grow old, with a
treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no thief
approaches and no moth destroys. For where your treasure
LVWKHUHZLOO\RXUKHDUWEHDOVRµ
-Luke 12:32-34
´$QG , WHOO \RX PDNH IULHQGV IRU \RXUVHOYHV E\ PHDQV RI
unrighteous mammon, so that when it fails they may receive
\RXLQWRWKHHWHUQDOKDELWDWLRQVµ
-Luke 16:9
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Do not love the world or the things in the world. If any one
loves the world, love for the Father is not in him. For all
that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the
eyes and the pride of life, is not of the Father but is of the
world. And the world passes away, and the lust of it;; but he
who does the will of God abides for ever.
-I John 2:15-17

By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us;; and
we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. But if any
one has the world's goods and sees his brother in need, yet
closes his heart against him, how does God's love abide in
him?
-I John 3:16-17
A survey of expenditures in the late 1980s and early
1990s demonstrated that Americans spent annually twice as
much on cut flowers as on overseas Protestant ministries,
WZLFH DV PXFK RQ ZRPHQ·V VKHHU KRVLHU\ RQH DQG D KDOI
times as much on video games, one and a half times as
much on pinball machines, slightly more on the lawn
industry, about five times as much on pets, one and a half
times as much on skin care, almost one and a half times as
much on chewing gum, almost three times as much on
swimming pools and accessories, approximately seven times
as much on sweets, seventeen times as much on diets and
diet-related products, twenty times as much on sports
activities, approximately twenty-six times as much on soft
drinks, and a staggering 140 times as much on legalized
gambling activities (Ronsvalle & Ronsvalle 1992: 53-54).
And in 1995 worldwide expenditures for advertising,
designed largely to convince us that all of these and similar
items are necessities, amounted to $385 billion (R. Sider
1997: 21). As for church construction, between 1984 and
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1989 American Christians spent $15.7 billion (R. Snider
   6XWHU    SXWV LW SRLQWHGO\ ´,Q LWV PRVW
dramatic and obscene form, the question is whether the
labour and resources of the Third World nations should
FRQWULEXWHPRUHWRWKHRSXOHQFHRI$PHULFD·VFDWVDQGGRJV
than to the elementary good health of Third World
KXPDQVµ
Meanwhile, the amount of American giving to
charitable organizations of all kinds remains relatively
FRQVWDQWDWVRPHZKHUHEHWZHHQDQGRIDIDPLO\·V
income (Stafford 1997: 21-22). American Christians do only
slightly better, averaging somewhere around 2.4% of the
national per capita income (R. Sider 1997: 205). And
consistently, Americans with lower incomes give more of
their earnings to religious organizations than those with
higher incomes (Ronsvalle & Ronsvalle 1990: 154). . . . As
for our governments, the US ranks last among the eighteen
major Western donors of foreign aid in terms of percentage
of GNP, while the UK comes in twelfth (R. Sider 1997: 31).
-Craig Blomberg, Denver Seminary
2Q (DUWK WKLV GHVLUH LV RIWHQ FDOOHG ´ORYHµ ,Q +HOO , IHLJQ
that they recognise it as hunger. But there the hunger is
more ravenous, and a fuller satisfaction is possible. There, I
suggest, the stronger spirit³there are perhaps no bodies to
impede the operation³can really and irrevocably suck the
weaker into itself and permanently gorge its own being on
WKHZHDNHU·VRXWUDJHGLQGLYLGXDOLW\,WLV ,IHLJQ IRUWKLVWKDW
devils desire human souls and the souls of one another. It is
for this that Satan desires all his own followers and all the
sons of Eve and all the host of Heaven. His dream is of the
GD\ZKHQDOOVKDOOEHLQVLGHKLPDQGDOOWKDWVD\V´,µFDQVD\
it only through him. This, I surmise, is the bloated-spider
parody, the only imitation he can understand, of that
unfathomed bounty whereby God turns tools into servants
and servants into sons, so that they may be at last reunited
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to Him in perfect freedom of a love offered from the height
of the utter individualities which he has liberated them to be.
-C. S. Lewis
For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that
whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal
life.
-John 3:16
Throughout the entire Old Testament dispensation the
wedding was announced. Next, the Son of God assumed
our flesh and blood: the betrothal took place. The price³
the dowry³was paid on Calvary. And now, after an interval
which in the eyes of God is but a little while, the
%ULGHJURRP UHWXUQV DQG ´,W KDV FRPH WKH ZHGGLQJ RI WKH
/DPEµ
-William Hendrikson
´$QGPRUHWKDQRQFH,DVNHGP\VHOI² as everyone
asks ² is God here? And I decided that He is closer to this
SODFH WKDQ DQ\ RWKHU SODFH ,·YH HYHU YLVLWHG 7KH VWUDQJH
irony is that, amidst this absolute catastrophe of unspeakable
proportions, there is a beauty in the way human beings are
acting that defines the imagination. Everyone ² underscore,
everyone ² LVHYHU\RQHHOVH·VEURWKHURUVLVWHU7KHUHDUHQR
strangers among the thousands at the work site. Everyone
talks;; everyone cooperates;; everyone does the next thing
that has to be done. No job is too small, too humble, or, on
the other hand, too large. Tears ran freely, affection was
exchanged openly, exhaustion was defied. We all stopped
FDULQJDERXWRXUVHOYHV7KHZRUGV¶LW·VQRWDERXW PH·ZHUH
never more true.
´1R FKXUFK VHUYLFH QR FKXUFK VDQFWXDU\ QR
religiously inspiring service has spoken so deeply into my
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soul and witnessed to the presence of God as those hours
last night at the crash site.
´,Q DOO P\ \HDUV RI &KULVWLDQ PLQLVWU\ , QHYHU IHOW
more alive than I felt last night. The only other time I can
remember a similar feeling was the week that Gail and I
worked on a Habitat for Humanity project in Hungary. As
much as I love preaching the Bible and all the other things
that I have been privileged to do over the years, being on
that street, giving cold water to workmen, praying and
weeping with them, listening to their stories was the closest
I have ever felt to God. Even though it sounds meloGUDPDWLF , NHSW ILQGLQJ P\VHOI VD\LQJ ¶7KLV LV WKH SODFH
ZKHUH-HVXVPRVWZDQWVWREH·µ
-*RUGRQ0F'RQDOG·VMRXUQDOHQWU\ YLD3KLOLS<DQFH\
after volunteering at Ground Zero
And in the Spirit he carried me away to a great, high
mountain, and showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming
down out of heaven from God . . . . By its light shall the
nations walk;; and the kings of the earth shall bring their
glory into it . . . .
-Revelation 21:10, 24
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The Prince Rides His War Horse
And You Feel Like a Little Ass Talking About Jesus
(Revelation 19)

REVELATION 19:1-8: After this I heard what
seemed to be the loud voice of a great multitude in
KHDYHQFU\LQJ´+DOOHOXMDK6DOYDWLRQDQGJORU\DQG
power belong to our God, for his judgments are true
and just;; he has judged the great harlot who
corrupted the earth with her fornication, and he has
DYHQJHGRQKHUWKHEORRGRIKLVVHUYDQWVµ2QFHPRUH
WKH\FULHG´+DOOHOXMDK7KHVPRNHIURPKHUJRHVXS
IRU HYHU DQG HYHUµ $QG WKH WZHQW\-four elders and
the four living creatures fell down and worshiped God
ZKR LV VHDWHG RQ WKH WKURQH VD\LQJ ´$PHQ
+DOOHOXMDKµ $QG IURP WKH WKURQH FDPH D YRLFH
FU\LQJ ´3UDLVH RXU *RG DOO \RX KLV VHUYDQWV \RX
ZKRIHDUKLPVPDOODQGJUHDWµ7KHQ,KHDUGZKDW
seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the
sound of many waters and like the sound of mighty
WKXQGHUSHDOVFU\LQJ´+DOOHOXMDK)RUWKH/RUGRXU
God the Almighty reigns. Let us rejoice and exult
and give him the glory, for the marriage of the Lamb
has come, and his Bride has made herself ready;; it
was granted her to be clothed with fine linen, bright
DQGSXUHµ³for the fine linen is the righteous deeds
of the saints.

Remember that the Revelation is being sent to the
saints in those seven baby churches in Asia Minor. To them
the Revelation must have seemed like a myth. The Word of
God must have seemed like a myth.
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Asia Minor is a long way from Palestine. Paul had
planted the churches forty years before, but now Paul was
dead and John was exiled. A few in these churches had been
killed for not worshipping the Emperor. Many were facing
economic trials (exiled from the trade guilds, persecuted yet
also seduced back into their old lifestyles). These were
probably the days of Emperor Vespasian or Emperor
Domitian. So the coliseum in Rome was brand new. Soon it
would be filled with the blood of Christians slaughtered by
Roman gladiators for entertainment.
The world had never seen an empire³culture³
economy³as glorious and powerful as Rome.
Now John writes this letter and sings a funeral dirge
over Rome. He tells these churches they will conquer with
Christ. It must have seemed like a myth . . . a lie . . . good
words separated from their daily reality.
When you think about it, all good words seem
VHSDUDWHG IURP UHDOLW\ , WKLQN ZH FDOO WKDW ´IXWLOLW\µ DQG
VRPHWLPHV ´LQMXVWLFHµ 7KH ZRUG ´ORYHµ IRU LQVWDQFH
VKRXOGQ·W IHHO OLNH SDLQ DQG VXIIHULQJ <HW LQ WKLV ZRUOG LW
RIWHQGRHV7KHZRUG´HYLOµVKRXOGQ·WORRNOLNHDKDQGVRPH
man in a designer suit with gold rings. Yet in this world
sometimes it does.
In fairy tales, the good somehow always turns out
beautiful, and the evil is always exposed as a monster. Even
in Shrek they turn out to be good-looking ogres. Something
WHOOVXVWKHZRUG´EHORYHGµshould look like a gorgeous bride,
VSRWOHVV DQG ZLWKRXW EOHPLVK 7KH ZRUGV ´IDLWKIXOµ DQG
´WUXHµVKRXOGORRNOLNHDSULQFHRQDZKLWHKRUVH7KHZRUGV
´FRZDUGµDQG´OLHµVKRXOGORRNOLNHDVQDNH
7KH+HEUHZVGLGQ·WUHDOO\KDYHDZRUGIRU´ZRUGµ
´:RUGµ PHDQW ´WKLQJµ³ ´GDEDUµ 6R \RX ´VD\ D WKLQJµ
´KHDUDWKLQJµ7KH*UHHNZRUGIRU´ZRUGµZDV´ORJRVµ³
idea³reality³PHDQLQJ DQG DOVR ´UKHPDµ³applied
meaning.
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%XWWKLVLVZKDW·VVRKDUGDERXWZRUGVLQWKLVZRUOG
7KH\ GRQ·W DOZD\V OLQH XS ZLWK WKH UHDOLW\ ZH H[SHULHQFH
$QGVRZHVD\´,W·VMXVWZRUGVµ
In the twentieth century, we came to believe that
unless words matched what we could prove with our five
VHQVHVWKH\ZHUHQ·WUHDOO\WUXHMXVWP\WKV7KDW·VFDOOHG
Logical Positivism, Empiricism, Scientism, or Modernism.
7KHRQO\SUREOHPLVWKDW/RJLFDO3RVLWLYLVPFDQ·WEHSURYHG
true with Logical Positivism (our flesh, our senses), for truth
is not of this world.
:HOOZKDW,·PVD\LQJLV6SHDNLQJJRRGZRUGVLQWKH
ZRUOG FDQ EH YHU\ KDUG :RUGV OLNH ´MXVWµ ´IDLWKIXOµ DQG
´WUXHµWHQGWRJHWFUXFLILHGLQWKLVZRUOG,W·VKDUGWRVSHDN
the Word of God³Jesus, because . . .
1. The Word seems ridiculous and weak, and our
world likes demonstrations of power.
2. The Word seems confused. How do you prove
RU GHILQH D ZRUG OLNH ´ORYHµ RU ´-HVXVµ ZUDS
Him up nice and tidy)?
3. 7KH :RUG LV SDLQIXO *RG·V :RUG FXWV DJDLQVW
this world and into your own heart. And when it
does, it lives in you with power and passion. But
ZKHQ\RXVKDUHLWLW·VRIWHQUHMHFWHGDVP\WK
6R PDQ\ WLPHV ZKHQ ,·P GRQH SUHDFKLQJ RU
witnessing, I feel like a jackass . . . I feel like an ass:
ridiculous, weak, confused, alone, rejected, by myself³my
RZQIOHVKP\RZQILYHVHQVHV,WKLQN´+RZFRXOG,KDYH
said VXFK WKLQJV"µ Crazy myths. +DYHQ·W \RX ZDONHG RXW RI
FKXUFKDQGVDLGWR\RXUVHOI´:KDWZDVthat?µ,KDYH
Arguably the most influential theologian of the last
century was Rudolph Butmann. In 1941 in Germany, he
SXEOLVKHG DQ KLVWRULF HVVD\ RQ ´0\WK LQ WKH 1HZ
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7HVWDPHQWµ LQ ZKLFK KH DUJXHG WKDW VFULSWXUH HPERGLHG D
pre-scientific view of the world. He reasoned that to
communicate the Gospel to the modern mind we needed to
translate scripture into non-mythical terms. That is, we
QHHGHGWR´GH-P\WKRORJL]HµWKH:RUG
So while Hitler preached pagan myths, we (the
&KXUFK ´GH-P\WKRORJL]HGµWKH:RUG
In mainline churches, that fueled a liberalism that
tended to make angels and demons into psychologies, and
God into a great idea. So the Revelation was like a parable.
Fundamentalist churches reacted against that idea,
but they did their own de-mythologizing, trying to prove the
Word of God with science. They said they took the
5HYHODWLRQ ´OLWHUDOO\µ ZKLFK PHDQW VFLHQWLILFDOO\ RU
empirically. They took numbers and calendars, space and
time, very seriously. But the meaning was a secondary issue.
I think even Charismatics got in on deP\WKRORJL]LQJ E\ WHDFKLQJ WKDW *RG GLGQ·W VKRZ XS XQOHVV
someone shook, fell down, or got up out of a wheelchair . . .
unless there was scientific evidence . . . something you could see.
0DLQOLQH )XQGDPHQWDOLVW &KDULVPDWLF    ,·P D ELW RI
each. And for us in the twentieth century Church, words just
GLGQ·W FXW LW 7R EHOLHYH VRPHWKLQJ ZH QHHGHG WR VHH LW
explain it, chart it, or feel it. We needed flesh. Surely you
GRQ·W H[SHFW IDLWK WR ´FRPH E\ KHDULQJ DQG KHDULQJ E\ WKH
:RUG RI *RGµ ,Q WKLV ZRUOG ´ZRUGµ LV ULGLFXORXV ZHDN
confusing, and even painful. So speaking the Word of God
is hard. And what is it?
1. 7KH/RJRV :RUGRI*RG LVXQFKDQJLQJWUXWK,W·V
scripture, at least.
2. 7KH5KHPD RI*RGLVPRUH OLNH*RG·V:RUGIRU D
moment. How do I know that Word?
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A friend tells about a prophetic meeting where a lady
VWRRGXSDQGVDLGLQDGUDPDWLFYRLFH´<HDKWKH/RUGVDLWK
unto us He shall lead us in deliverance as Moses led the
DQLPDOVRQWRWKHDUNµ6KHVDWGRZQDQGDIHZPLQXWHVODWHU
VWRRGXSDQGVDLG´<HDKWKH/RUGVDLWKLWZDV1RDKµ
Cindy Jacobs tells about a meeting where a lady stood
DQGVDLG ´*RGVD\V%HFDXVH \RX KDYHGLVREH\HGPH ,DP
JRLQJ WR ZULWH 0LFKHORE RYHU WKLV FKXUFKµ , WKLQN VKH
PHDQW´,FKDERGµPHDQLQJ´WKHJORU\KDVGHSDUWHGµ%XWDW
least they get free beer! (Maybe that could use some demythologizing.)
Some people think the spirit of weird is the Word of
*RG %XW QRW HYHU\WKLQJ ZHLUG LV KRO\ RU ZH·G EH
worshipping Peewee Herman. Sometimes weird is just weird.
And yet have you ever received a note or received a prayer
or some words from somebody and it really was weird . . .
not because it GLGQ·W fit, but because it fit so well?
Even weirder, have you ever been the one who spoke the
ZRUG" , KDYH RQ RFFDVLRQ DQG ZKDW·V ZHLUGHVW WR PH LV LW
ZDVQ·WWKRVHWLPHV,ZDVWU\LQJso hard WRKHDU*RG·V:RUG
,QIDFW ,ZDVQ·WHYHQ IRFXVHG RQPH DQGZKDW I could do.
6R,GRQ·WIXOO\NQRZKRZLWKDSSHQHG
+RZDUHZHWRVSHDN*RG·VWUXHZRUGVLQWKHPRPHQW"
REVELATION 19:9-10: And the angel said to me,
´:ULWHWKLV%OHVVHGDUHWKRVHZKRDUHLQYLWHGWRWKH
PDUULDJHVXSSHURIWKH/DPEµ$QGKHVDLGWRPH
´7KHVHDUHWUXHZRUGVRI*RGµ7KHQ,IHOOGRZQDW
KLV IHHW WR ZRUVKLS KLP EXW KH VDLG WR PH ´<RX
must not do that! I am a fellow servant with you and
your brethren who hold the testimony of Jesus.
:RUVKLS *RGµ )RU WKH WHVWLPRQ\ RI -HVXV LV WKH
spirit of prophecy.
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3URSKHF\ LVVSHDNLQJ*RG·V:RUGIRUWKHPRPHQW
´7KHWHVWLPRQ\RI-HVXVLVWKHVSLULWRISURSKHF\µ7KHVSLULW
of prophecy is all about Jesus.
,·PDEDE\DWDOORIWKLVEXW,·YHIRXQGWKDWLI,JHW
DOOZRUNHGXSDERXWZKHWKHURUQRW,FDQKHDU*RG·V:RUG
LQWKHPRPHQWZKHWKHURUQRW,·PULGLFXORXVFRQIXVHGRU
going to get hurt, whether or not I can hear . . . well, I GRQ·W.
But if I can forget myself (my flesh) and get lost in
Jesus,loving Jesus, glorifying Jesus, thinking about Jesus,
ZRUVKLSSLQJ-HVXVWHVWLI\LQJWR-HVXV,W·VDWWKRVH WLPHV
,·YHEHHQVKRFNHGWRILQG*RG·V:RUGJRWWKURXJKDQGLWfit
like a hand in a glove.
The Prophetic Team is being overrun by people
wanting prayer at the Living Stone Service. But if you come
because you want to know who to date, what stock to buy,
RUKRZWRIHHG\RXUIOHVK\RXGRQ·WJHWLW,W·VWKHWHVWLPRQ\
of Jesus. He leads³the Word leads³and we follow.
When I first prayed for some people who struggled
with some powerful demonic spirits, for the first time I
could see violent, physical reactions to words that came off
my tongue. (That was because other spiritual realities
momentarily controlled their flesh.)
Now I see that many of those words were prophetic,
DQG,VSRNHWKHPZKHQ,ZDVQ·WZRUULHGDERXWme. I longed
to see Jesus glorified. I would speak a thought, and the word
was exactly like a knife sticking something in another world.
And the wildest part was that it felt like the word had a life
RI LWV RZQ 7KH ZRUG ZDVQ·W GHSHQGHQW RQ PH , ZDV
dependent on the Word³following the Word³which fit
into a plan from before there was time. I just got the
incredible privilege of speaking it into history.
The spirit of prophecy is the testimony of Jesus. But
the Revelation says the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of
SURSKHV\DVSLULWDOLYLQJWKLQJ$QG\RXVHHLW·VQRW
MXVWWKHIHZWLPHV,·YHEHHQDEOHWRVHHLWHPSLULFDOO\LQWKH
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IOHVKEXWHYHU\WLPH,WUXO\´WHVWLI\µWR-HVXV,·PVSHDNLQJD
ZRUG WKDW KDV D OLIH RI LWV RZQ ´OLYLQJ DQG DFWLYH VKDUSHU
than any two-HGJHG VZRUGµ³sharper and stronger, cutting
into things deeper than flesh, even beyond space and time.
And every time I focus on Jesus, watch Jesus, love
Jesus (not thinking of myself) . . . lost in Jesus, following
Jesus and so testifying of Jesus . . . the Word actually rides
out and conquers, even if I look like an ass . . . and later feel
OLNHDQDVVZKHQ,·PDORQHZLWKP\VHOI

REVELATION 19:11-16: Then I saw heaven
opened, and behold a white horse! He who sat upon
it is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness
he judges and makes war. His eyes are like a flame
of fire, and on his head are many diadems;; and he
has a name inscribed which no one knows but
himself. He is clad in a robe dipped in blood, and the
name by which he is called is The Word of God.
And the armies of heaven, arrayed in fine linen,
white and pure, followed him on white horses. From
his mouth issues a sharp sword with which to smite
the nations, and he will rule them with a rod of iron;;
he will tread the wine press of the fury of the wrath of
God the Almighty.
Remember, we preached that that winepress from
chapter fourteen looks like the cross outside the walls of
Jerusalem.

On his robe and on his thigh he has a name
inscribed, King of kings and Lord of lords.
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Remember that we just witnessed the destruction of
the Great Whore (Old Jerusalem and all those whoring
moneychangers in the temple). Now the Word rides in, and
VRRQZH·OOVHHWKH%ULGHWKH1HZ-HUXVDOHP
Two thousand years ago, the Word rode an ass . . .
into old Jerusalem. He died on a cross and cleansed His
harlot Bride (His temple) with His blood that is wine.
John 12: On the cross, Jesus cast out the ruler of this
world. He was judgment;; His Word is judgment.
There He draws all men to Himself. He does it
through the Word proclaimed, and the Word is
Himself.
Ephesians 5:25: Christ died for His Bride that He
might cleanse her by the washing of water with the
Word, that He might present her to Himself spotless
in splendor.
-RKQ´<RXDUHDOUHDG\PDGHFOHDQE\WKHZRUG
ZKLFK,KDYHVSRNHQWR\RXµ
In this earthly realm, Jesus still rides into town on an
ass. Like then, He often looks ridiculous, weak, confused,
and in pain. In this earthly realm, Jesus still rides on
jackasses. But in reality He rides the warhorse.
When you testify to Jesus (not yourself) and follow
Him, you ride with the King, clothed in fine linen. You may
look and feel like an ass, but there is no greater power and
glory than the One who rides out on your tongue: King of
kings and Lord of lords.
If you are a mainline liberal\RXVD\´2KWKDW·VD
myth ,W·VQRW WKHUHDOZRUOGµ:HOO KRZ GR\RX NQRZWKDW
WKHUHDOZRUOGLVQ·WDP\WKDQGWKLVP\WKLFDOZRUOGLVUHDO"
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Maybe Jesus is truth, and you are the lie. Maybe there really
LV D ZRUOG ZKHUH WKH %HORYHG LV D ´*ORULRXV %ULGHµ ZKHUH
:RUG IDLWKIXO DQG WUXH LV D ´&RQTXHULQJ .LQJ RQ D ZKLWH
KRUVHµ ZKHUH WKH\ VHH HYLO IRU ZKDW LW LV ³ a snake;; and
good always conquers. And maybe truth is invading this
world of lies. But He comes humbled and riding on an ass,
because God wants us to chose His world in faith . . . the
freedom of love, not the constraint of fear.
And one day all eyes will be opened, and the
MXGJPHQW LV ´'LG \RX FKRRVH WR VHH PH ZKHQ , URGH LQWR
WRZQRQDQDVV"µ
Many fundamentalists VD\ ´7KLV LV VWULFWO\ LQ WKH
future ZKHQ DOO H\HV ZLOO VHHµ 5HYHODWLRQ  ´%HKROG >WKDW
PHDQV´ORRNµ@KHLVFRPLQJDQGDOOH\HVZLOOVHHKLPµ+H
already is FRPLQJLW·VMXVWWKDWQRWDOOH\HVFDQ\HWVHH
Paul prayed for Ephesus and Asia Minor, for a spirit
of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him, that the
eyes of their hearts would be opened and they would know,
among other things, the immeasurable greatness of His
power at work in us who believe (Ephesians 2).
I think that prayer was answered forty years later
when John sent a letter³a book³called the Revelation.
Heaven is opened and, behold, He is coming.
3HRSOHVD\´6WRSVSLULWXDOL]LQJWKHWH[Wµ0D\EHZH
QHHGWRVWRS´flesh-atizingµWKHWH[WDVLI´WKHVSLULWLVQRWKLQJ
DQGWKHIOHVKDYDLOHWKPXFKµ
-RKQ´,WLVWKHVSLULWWKDWJLYHVOLIHWKHIOHVKLV
of no avail;; the words that I have spoken to you are spirit
DQGOLIHµ
Stop taking this world, this space and time, so
seriously! Now even science has shown us that this world is
relative. Ask Einstein. All matter is fundamentally uncertain.
Ask Heisenberg. This world is even incomprehensible to
physicists without postulating other dimensions that
intersect ours.
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On the night of September 11, after our worship
VHUYLFHP\IULHQG7RPFDPHXSDQGVDLG´2K3HWHUDV\RX
ZHUH VSHDNLQJ,NHSWVHHLQJWKLVZKLWH KRUVHµ +HWROGPH
later he saw Jesus on His horse, galloping up and down the
front of the church. There were mounted troops lined up,
and Jesus was agitated, excited, ready for war.
,WKLQN7RPVDZWKH:RUG,·PEHJLQQLQJWRDFWXDOO\
think Tom was seeing something more real than the room in
which we sit.
Charismatics ZLOO VD\ ´:H GLGQ·W VHH DQ\ERG\
VKDNHDQGQRRQHJRWKHDOHGµ<RXUHDOL]HWKDWZKHQ-HVXV
the Word, rode into Jerusalem and crushed the head of the
Dragon, ransoming you from Hell (that is, cleansing His
harlot Bride for all time, washing her with the blood of His
eternal covenant), nobody shook with joy;; nobody spoke in
WRQJXHV QRERG\·V EDFN ZDV KHDOHG ,W ORRNHG LUUHOHYDQW
weak, wretched, confused, and painful. And everyone
abandoned Him, thinking He had failed.
He is the Word. He does not return void.
The twentieth century is over, and modernity turned
RXW WR EH DEVXUG 0D\EH ZH QHHG WR ´UH-P\WKRORJL]Hµ WKH
:RUG DV LI ZH HYHU FRXOG KDYH ´GH-P\WKRORJL]HGµ LW  :H
QHHGWR´UH-P\WKRORJL]HµRXUVHOYHV:HQHHGWREHOLHYHWKH
Word and not our flesh.

REVELATION 19:17-21: Then I saw an angel
standing in the sun, and with a loud voice he called
to all the birds that fly in mid-KHDYHQ´&RPHJDWKHU
for the great supper of God, to eat the flesh of kings,
the flesh of captains, the flesh of mighty men, the flesh
of horses and their riders, and the flesh of all men,
ERWK IUHH DQG VODYH ERWK VPDOO DQG JUHDWµ $QG ,
saw the beast and the kings of the earth . . .
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Remember that the kings of the earth have been
consistently bad throughout the Revelation, serving the
Beast and fornicating the Whore . . .

. . . with their armies gathered to make war against
him who sits upon the horse and against his army.
And the beast was captured, and with it the false
prophet who in its presence had worked the signs by
which he deceived those who had received the mark of
the beast and those who worshiped its image. These
two were thrown alive into the lake of fire that burns
with sulphur. And the rest [the remnant] were slain
by the sword of him who sits upon the horse, the
sword that issues from his mouth;; and all the birds
were gorged with their flesh.

´)OHVK DQG EORRG FDQQRW LQKHULW WKH NLQJGRP RI
*RGµZURWH3DXO
So the Beast and the False Prophet will be thrown
into the Lake of Fire. But the rest³the remnant³the kings
of the earth³are slain by the Word (Logos) with the Word
(Rhema), and the birds devour their flesh. Now check this
out: In Revelation 21:24, the kings of the earth bring their
glory into the New Jerusalem. They must have been slain in
order that they might live.
´7KH :RUG EHFDXVH IOHVK >VLQOHVV IOHVK@ DQG GZHOW
DPRQJ XV IXOO RI JUDFHµ ZURWH -RKQ &KULVW ZHQW WR WKH
cross to absorb our sinful flesh and die in our place. And
there God condemned sin in the flesh (Romans 8:3).
If we are crucified with Christ, we will be raised with
Christ. Old flesh is stripped away, and we receive a new
body. But the Word slays us³crucifies us. The testimony of
Jesus is His death and resurrection, the Gospel. The Word
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came to save sinners, and He slays us. So He reveals my sin,
my flesh, my arrogance, my pride . . . crucified so I can live.
Speaking the Word can feel ridiculous, weak,
confusing, and lonely, and it hurts because it cuts your own
pride³your flesh, and it cuts those to whom you speak.
So you may feel like an ass, but in reality nothing is
more glorious and nothing is more powerful.
Sometimes you can even see it in this world of lies.
´)RUWKHNLQJGRPRIWKLVZRUOGLVEHFRPHWKHNLQJGRPRI
RXU*RGDQGRI+LV&KULVWµ´+HKDVWDNHQ+LVJUHDWSRZHU
DQGEHJXQWRUHLJQµ
At the end of the first century in Asia Minor, the
Revelation must have seemed like a ridiculous myth. In 312
$'WKHHPSHURU&RQVWDQWLQHFRQIHVVHG&KULVWDV´.LQJRI
NLQJVDQG/RUGRIORUGVµ%\WKHHQGRIWKHIRXUWKFHQWXU\
most of the Roman Empire was at least nominally Christian.
According to historians and church tradition, in Asia
Minor there lived a monk named Telemachus (a descendent
of the seven churches). He spent his days in prayer, worship,
and contemplation of Jesus, the Word. One day he felt as if
he was to go to Rome (the old Harlot). He arrived at the
time of the Roman circus when the city was celebrating their
recent victory over the Goths. Confused and lonely,
Telemachus followed the crowds to the Roman Coliseum
(where the Harlot had drunk the blood of saints for 200
years).
7KH OLWWOH PRQN GLGQ·W NQRZ ZKDW WR H[SHFW EXW
thought God had sent him. He was shocked when gladiators
marched into the arena carrying swords. They saluted the
(PSHURUDQGFULHG´:HZKRDUHDERXWWRGLHVDOXWHWKHHµ
Telemachus must have shuddered as he began to realize
human lives were bought and sold and offered as
entertainment.
He jumped to the top of the perimeter wall and
FULHG RXW ´,Q WKH QDPH RI &KULVW stop!µ 1R RQH SDLG
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attention. Telemachus followed Jesus, so he jumped down
and ran on to the Coliseum floor. (This irrelevant,
ridiculous, little monk.) He ran back and forth between
JODGLDWRUV\HOOLQJ´,QWKHQDPHRI&KULVWstop!µ
A gladiator hit him with his shield. He went flying;;
WKH FURZG URDUHG ZLWK ODXJKWHU %XW 7HOHPDFKXV ZRXOGQ·W
VWRS+HJRWLQWKHZD\RIDJODGLDWRU·VYLVLRQ7KHJODGLDWRU
ZDV DQJU\ WKH FURZG EHJDQ WR FKDQW ´5XQ KLP WKURXJK
5XQKLPWKURXJKµ7KHJODGLDWRUUDLVHGKLVVZRUGEURXJKW
LW GRZQ DFURVV WKH PRQN·V FKHVW DQG WKUXVW LW LQWR
7HOHPDFKXV·EHOO\
The story is that with his dying breath he spoke the
:RUG ´,Q WKH QDPH RI &KULVW VWRSµ :LWK KLV IOHVK
Telemachus never saw the power and glory of that Word.
Yet an amazing thing happened. The gladiators and the
crowd all stared at the lifeless body lying in the red dirt.
After a time, a man got up and left. Then another and
another. All over the Coliseum they left.
According to historians, that was the last gladiator
contest in the Roman Coliseum. It was won by the Last
Gladiator. He set an ambush and rode out on the tongue of
a ridiculous, little monk.
That was about 400 A.D. According to the U.S.
Center for World Missions . . .
By 1420 A.D. there was one Bible-believing
Christian for every 99 people on the planet
By 1790 A.D. there was one for every 49 people
on the planet
By 1940 it was one in 32
By 1970 it was one in 19
By 1980 it was one in 10
By 1999 it was one in 8
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He is coming. There is no greater power and no
JUHDWHUJORU\6SHDNWKH:RUG´6WLFNVDQGVWRQHVPD\EUHDN
P\ERQHVµEXWWKHNLQJGRPRI*RGFRPHVZLWKD:RUG³
the Word. Sticks and stones will one day be dissolved by fire,
but the Word of God abides forever.
*****
The most powerful bomb we dropped on
Afghanistan was two women³two witnesses³from Texas.
,I \RX·UH JRLQJ WR ERPE EH D ERPE OLNH WKDW D IRRO IRU
Jesus.
,Q-HVXV·QDPHDPHQ
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Further Reading

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with
God;; all things were made through him, and without him
was not anything made that was made. In him was life, and
the life was the light of men. . . . The true light that
enlightens every man was coming into the world. He was in
the world, and the world was made through him, yet the
world knew him not. He came to his own home, and his
own people received him not. But to all who received him,
who believed in his name, he gave power to become
children of God;; who were born, not of blood nor of the
will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. And the
Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and
truth;; we have beheld his glory, glory as of the only Son
from the Father.
-John 1:1-4, 9-14
´1RZLVWKHMXGJPHQWRIWKLVZRUOGQRZVKDOOWKHUXOHURI
this world be cast out;; and I, when I am lifted up from the
earth, will draw all men to myself. . . . He who rejects me
and does not receive my sayings has a judge;; the word that I
have spoken will be his judge on the last day. For I have not
spoken on my own authority;; the Father who sent me has
himself given me commandment what to say and what to
speak. And I know that his commandment is eternal life.
:KDW,VD\WKHUHIRUH,VD\DVWKH)DWKHUKDVELGGHQPHµ
-John 12:31-32, 48-50
Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! He
who sat upon it is called Faithful and True, and in
righteousness he judges and makes war. His eyes are like a
flame of fire, and on his head are many diadems;; and he has
218

a name inscribed which no one knows but himself. He is
clad in a robe dipped in blood, and the name by which he is
called is The Word of God.
-Revelation 19:11-13
And they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb
and by the word of their testimony, for they loved not their
lives even unto death.
-Revelation 12:11
For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any
two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and spirit,
of joints and marrow, and discerning the thoughts and
intentions of the heart.
-Hebrews 4:12
Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and
gave himself up for her, that he might sanctify her, having
cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, that he
might present the church to himself in splendor, without
spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy
and without blemish.
-Ephesians 5:25-27
You are already made clean by the word which I have
spoken to you.
-John 15:3
It is the spirit that gives life, the flesh is of no avail;; the
words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life.
-John 6:63
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And the rest were slain by the sword of him who sits upon
the horse, the sword that issues from his mouth;; and all the
birds were gorged with their flesh.
-Revelation 19:21
This took place to fulfil what was spoken by the prophet,
VD\LQJ ´7HOO WKH GDXJKWHU RI =LRQ %HKROG \RXU NLQJ LV
coming to you, humble, and mounted on an ass, and on a
FROWWKHIRDORIDQDVVµ$QGZKHQKHHQWHUHG-HUXVDOHP
DOO WKH FLW\ ZDV VWLUUHG VD\LQJ ´:KR LV WKLV"µ $QG WKH
FURZGV VDLG ´7KLV LV WKH SURSKHW -HVXV IURP 1D]DUHWK RI
*DOLOHHµ $QG -HVXV HQWHUHG WKH WHPSOH RI *RG DQG GURYH
out all who sold and bought in the temple, and he
overturned the tables of the money-changers and the seats
of those who sold pigeons.
-Matthew 21:4-5, 10-12
After this I heard what seemed to be the loud voice of a
JUHDWPXOWLWXGHLQKHDYHQFU\LQJ´+DOOHOXMDK6DOYDWLRQDQG
glory and power belong to our God, for his judgments are
true and just;; he has judged the great harlot who corrupted
the earth with her fornication, and he has avenged on her
WKHEORRGRIKLVVHUYDQWVµ7KHQ,VDZKHDYHQRSHQHG
and behold, a white horse! He who sat upon it is called
Faithful and True, and in righteousness he judges and makes
war. . . . On his robe and on his thigh he has a name
inscribed, King of kings and Lord of lords.
-Revelation 19:1-2, 11, 16
But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and
DGGUHVVHG WKHP ´0HQ RI -XGHD DQG DOO ZKR GZHOO LQ
Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and give ear to my
words. For these men are not drunk, as you suppose, since
it is only the third hour of the day;; but this is what was
VSRNHQE\WKHSURSKHW-RHO¶$QGLQWKHODVWGD\VLWVKDOOEH
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God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh,
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your
young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream
dreams;; yea, and on my menservants and my maidservants
in those days I will pour out my Spirit;; and they shall
prophesy. And I will show wonders in the heaven above and
signs on the earth beneath, blood, and fire, and vapor of
smoke;; the sun shall be turned into darkness and the moon
into blood, before the day of the Lord comes, the great and
manifest day. And it shall be that whoever calls on the name
RIWKH/RUGVKDOOEHVDYHG·µ
-Acts 2:14-21
´:RUVKLS *RGµ )RUWKHWHVWLPRQ\RI-HVXVLVWKHVSLULWRI
prophecy.
-Revelation 19:10b
The essential thing is not what we say, but what God says to
us and through us. All our words will be useless unless they
come from within. Words which do not give the light of
Christ increase the darkness.
-Mother Teresa
Behold, he IS coming with the clouds, and every eye WILL
see him . . . .
-Revelation 1:7a
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The Millennial Reign
The Princess Is No Victim
(Revelation 20:1-10)

$PHULFD LV DW ZDU :H·UH WHUURUL]HG E\ WHUURULVWV
Anthrax, small pox, nuclear weapons. For the moment,
Russia appears to be our friend. But China is a Super Power
³ They have the H-ERPE DQG WKH\ DUHQ·W IDU IURP
Afghanistan. Kings of the east from the other side of the
Euphrates (Revelation 9), symbolized by the Dragon
(Revelation 12).
On October 1, 1949, Mao Tse Tung declared the
ELUWK RI WKH 3HRSOH·V 5HSXEOLF RI &KLQD $OO PLVVLRQDULHV
were kicked out;; churches were closed and burned;; pastors
were executed. The Communist Beast began to rule.
In his book The Late Great Planet Earth, in the
FKDSWHUHQWLWOHG´7KH<HOORZ3HULOµ+DO/LQGVH\ZULWHVWKDW
China has boasted of an army 200 million strong, the exact
same number as that of Revelation 9:16.
In his book 7KH ·V &RXQWGRZQ WR $UPDJHGGRQ,
Lindsey reveals that the western nations will battle the
RULHQWDOSHRSOHV OHGE\&KLQD LQWKHSODQHW·VODVWJUHDWZDU
³Armageddon, which will usher in the millennial reign of
Christ.
Wars, rumors of war, terrorism, plagues, immorality,
abortion, drugs, promiscuity, divorce . . . On top of all that,
the Church has lost its place in society, in the courts and the
VFKRROVEHOLWWOHGLQWKHPHGLD:H·YHORVWSRZHUDXWKRULW\
DQG FRQWURO :H·YH EHFRPH YLFWLPV LQ D KRVWLOH ZRUOG
Victims!
$QGWKDW·VLURQLFIRU*RG·VSODQZDVWKDWZHZRXOG
rule the world from a paradise garden. For in the beginning
*RGFUHDWHG PDQLQ+LVRZQ LPDJHDQGVDLGWRWKHP´%H
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fruitful and multiply . . . and have dominion [rule] over every
OLYLQJ WKLQJ WKDW PRYHV RQ WKH IDFH RI WKH HDUWKµ 7KDW
would certainly include snakes. But you know what happened
³ deception.
The punishment was death, futility, and snake
bites³dragon bites, bruised heels, and we were banished
from the Garden.
Now this world is hardly a garden. The world is
JRLQJ WR +HOO LQ D KDQG EDVNHW ´7KH WLPH LV DW KDQGµ ZH
live in the last days, so we need to be prepared for His
coming. Instead of a feast, maybe we need to stockpile food
DQGKHDGIRUWKHKLOOV,W·VWLPHWRJHW out RIKHUH,W·VWLPH
for the Rapture!
In youth group, we used to hold Rapture Practice
Drills. We would all jump as high as we could into the air.
,·PEHLQJVLOO\EXW,HDUQHVWO\EHOLHYHWKDWRQWKHODVWGD\
´ZHZLOOEHFDXJKWXSLQWKHDLUWRPHHWWKH/RUGDQGVRZH
VKDOODOZD\VEHZLWK+LPµ ,7KHVVDORQLDQV 

REVELATION 20:1-10: Then I saw an angel
coming down from heaven, having the key to the
bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. He laid
hold of the dragon, that serpent of old, who is the
Devil and Satan [the Snake], and bound him for a
thousand years;; and he cast him into the bottomless
pit, and shut him up, and set a seal on him, so that
he should deceive the nations no more till the
thousand years were finished. But after these things
he must be released for a little while.
And I saw thrones, and they sat on them,
and judgment was committed to them. And I saw the
souls of those who had been beheaded for their
witness to Jesus and for the word of God, who had
not worshiped the beast or his image, and had not
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received his mark on their foreheads or on their
hands. And they lived . . .
6RPHWUDQVODWLRQVVD\´WKH\FDPHWROLIHµEXWWKH*UHHNLV
simple ³ DRULVWDFWLYHLQGLFDWLYH´WKH\OLYHGµ
. . . and reigned with Christ for a thousand years.
But the rest of the dead did not live again until the
thousand years were finished. This is the first
resurrection. Blessed and holy is he who has part in
the first resurrection. Over such the second death has
no power, but they shall be priests of God and of
Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand years.
Now when the thousand years have expired,
Satan will be released from his prison and will go out
to deceive the nations [the Gentiles] which are in the
four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather
them together to battle, whose number is as the sand
of the sea. They went up on the breadth of the earth
and surrounded the camp of the saints and the
beloved city. And fire came down from God out of
heaven and devoured them, and the devil who had
deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and
sulphur where the beast and the false prophet were,
and they will be tormented day and night for ever and
ever.

Revelation 20 is probably the most controversial
chapter in all of scripture. So I have included a chart of four
dominant millennial views from Christian History magazine.
Remember that Millennium means 1,000 years.
In the upper left hand corner of the chart is the
Historic Premillennial view. Several of the early church
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fathers believed that after Christ returned bodily He would
reign for 1,000 years on earth, and then the final judgment
would come.
In the upper right corner is a view labeled
Amillennialism. Several other early church fathers taught
that this present age is the Millennium, and Christ reigns on
earth now through His Church. As Christ taught in the
parable of the wheat and the tares, the kingdom of Heaven
and the kingdom of Satan both grow in history until the end
when Jesus returns, and the earth is reaped on the last day.
About 410 A.D., Augustine wrote The City of God
and argued for Amillennialism. In 431 A.D. at the third
Ecumenical Council in Ephesus, the early Church
denounced the Pre-millennial view as superstitious and
unbiblical. The Amillennial view was the dominant and
official church view for 1,400 years. It was the view of
Augustine, Martin Luther, John Calvin, and as always, the
Roman Catholic Church.
In the nineteenth century, Postmillennialism
became the dominant view in America. It is the view that
the 1,000-year reign of Christ happens in the future, but that
LW KDSSHQV WKURXJK WKH ´RUGLQDU\ PHDQV RI JUDFHµ
7KHUHIRUH &KULVW·V ERGLO\ UHWXUQ LV DIWHU WKH 0LOOHQQLXP DW
the final judgment.
Postmillennialists believe a day will come when
Christ, through the Church, will convert the nations and
usher in a 1,000-year period of spiritual blessings and
physical prosperity not yet experienced here on earth.
Postmillennialism gave rise to abolition, temperance,
and the great missionary thrust of the nineteenth century. It
was behind the Great Awakening and the second Great
Awakening: the great American revivals. Both Charles
Finney and the Puritan Jonathan Edwards were avid
Postmillennialists. But over time, much of Postmillennialism
devolved into optimistic liberalism, the belief in utopia by
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human energy.
Well, none of those views are the popular view in
America today. Sometime in the mid-nineteenth century in
England, John Darby developed Dispensational Theology
DQG DGGHG DQ ´H[WUDRUGLQDU\ LQQRYDWLRQµ WR KLV
Premillennial scheme: the heretofore unheard of
Pretribulation Rapture.
Dispensationalism teaches that Christians are
P\VWHULRXVO\ ´UDSWXUHGµ SULRU WR D VHYHQ-year Tribulation.
They argue that the Tribulation has to do with the
conversion of ethnic Jews and that this is what most of
Revelation is about. After the Tribulation, Christ returns
with His raptured Church. They set up an earthly
government in Jerusalem and reign 1,000 years on earth,
fulfilling Old Testament and Messianic prophecies. After
that, the other dead from throughout history are raised and
are judged. Then the end comes: new heaven and new earth.
Traditionally there has also been a fifth view known
as the Igno-DSRWKRPLOOHQQLDO YLHZ ,W PHDQV URXJKO\ ´,
GRQ·WNQRZDQG,GRQ·WFDUHµ)RUPRVWRIP\OLIHWKDWKDV
been my staunch position.
:HOO ZH·UH SUHDFKLQJ WKURXJK WKH 5HYHODWLRQ VR
now I have WRFDUH,·YHEHHQUHDGLQJOLNHDZLOGEDQVKHH-boy,
DQG , FDQ·W HYHQ EHJLQ WR H[SODLQ HYHU\WKLQJ ,·YH OHDUQHG
But now I have a view, and I have real problems with the
popular view. I want to tell you what the problems are,
because our view of the end changes how we live now.
, ZDQW WR WHOO \RX EXW , GRQ·W ZDQW \RX WR EH
RIIHQGHGRUIHHODWWDFNHG:H·UHDOOOHDUQLQJDQG,FRXOGEH
wrong.
Very simply, these are some of my problems with
the popular view:
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1. The popular view is part of Dispensationalism, a
scheme which says that certain gifts of the Spirit,
like prophecy, are no longer for today.
:KLOH ,·YH EHHQ SUHDFKLQJ WKURXJK WKH 5HYHODWLRQ
many of you have even had visions of things in the book.
,W·V KDSSHQLQJ now. In Acts 2, Peter says these are the last
days.
2. The popular view teaches that Israel and the
Church are separate groups, that the Old
Testament and most of Revelation is about the
state of Israel, not about me.
But I am Israel, a child of Abraham by faith, one of
the chosen people. Old branches were broken off, and I was
grafted in. Scripture is extremely clear on that. Read
Romans.
I hope that the old branches are grafted back in
DJDLQEXWWKH&KXUFKLVQRWDSDUHQWKHVLVLQ*RG·VSODQIRU
the worldly state of Israel. The Church is why the Lamb
bleeds on the throne. She is why Christ died;; she is His
Bride, His temple, His body, His suffering presence in this
world, redeeming the world.
3. 7KHSRSXODUYLHZGRHVQ·WWDNH6FULSWXUHOLWHUDOO\
They say they do, but I think they take it
empirically, fleshly, scientifically, worldly.
´7DNLQJ LW OLWHUDOO\µ PHDQV WDNLQJ LWDFFRUGLQJ WR LWV
OLWHUDO IRUP KRZ WKH DXWKRU LQWHQGHG LW ,W·V SDLQIXOO\ FOHDU
to me that the Revelation is not meant to be taken as a
calendar. And the one thing the popular view takes as
obvious is the one thing scripture says is not obvious. II
3HWHU  ´%XW GR QRW LJQRUH WKLV RQH IDFW EHORYHG WKDW
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with the Lord a day is a thousand years and a thousand years
LVDGD\µ:KR·VFRXQWLQJ"*RG"8V"$UHZHWUDYHOLQJDWWKH
speed of light?
In our text, John writes of those who live ³ ´NLQJV
DQG SULHVWVµ ZKR UHLJQ ZLWK &KULVW  \HDUV 7KHQ -RKQ
VWRSVKLVGHVFULSWLRQRIWKH\HDUVDQGVD\V´+H\WKLV
LV WKH ILUVW UHVXUUHFWLRQµ³as if those folks in Ephesus and
Colossae and Asia Minor ought to know what that is.
,Q(SKHVLDQV3DXOVD\V´:H·YHEHHQUDLVHGZLWK
Christ and seated in the heavenly
SODFHVµ (SKHVLDQV 
,Q&RORVVLDQV3DXOZULWHV´,I\RX·YHEHHQUDLVHG
ZLWK &KULVW VHHN WKH WKLQJV DERYHµ &RORVVLDQV
3:1).
$QGLI\RX·YHHYHUUHDGWKHJRVSHORI-RKQRUKLV
letters, you know he is Mr. Born Again . . .
DOZD\V WDONLQJ DERXW HWHUQDO OLIH DQG KRZ ZH·YH
´SDVVHGIURPGHDWKWROLIHµ ,-RKQ 
In John 3, Jesus talks with Nicodemus and says,
´1LFRGHPXV\RXPXVWEHERUQRIWKH6SLULW
\RXPXVWEHERUQDJDLQµ1LFRGHPXVVD\V´<RX
PHDQ , KDYH WR HQWHU DJDLQ LQWR P\ PRWKHU·V
ZRPE"µ-HVXVVD\V´&RPHRQ1LFRGHPXV-XVW
WDNHDVKRWDWDEVWUDFWUHDVRQLQJµ$FWXDOO\-HVXV
VD\V ´,I ,·YH WROG \RX HDUWKO\ WKLQJV DQG \RX
GRQ·WEHOLHYHKRZZLOO\RXEHOLHYHLI,VSHDNWR
\RXRIKHDYHQO\WKLQJV"µ
In Revelation 20, John is now speaking of heavenly
WKLQJVIRU+HDYHQKDVEHHQRSHQHG%XWZHGRQ·WEHOLHYHLW
:HGRQ·Wget LW:HGRQ·WWDNHLWseriously. I think the modern
&KXUFK LV DEVROXWHO\ LQIHFWHG ZLWK ´1LFRGHPLWLVµ VSLULWXDO
blindness. So we pull out our calendars and start counting a
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WKRXVDQG\HDUVLQVSDFHDQGWLPH-RKQVWRSVDQGVD\V´7KLV
LVWKHILUVWUHVXUUHFWLRQµ
Have you not been raised with Christ? Do you not
KDYHHWHUQDOOLIHQRZ"<RX·UH+LVERG\WKHOLYLQJ&KULVWLV
LQ \RXDQG +H·V QRW GHDG ´0D\ WKHH\HV RI RXUKHDUWV EH
RSHQHGµ (SKHVLDQV 
7KH SRSXODU YLHZ GRHVQ·W WDNH 6FULSWXUH VHULRXVO\
and . . .
4. The popular view takes this world way too
seriously . . . when this world will be dissolved
by fire and faith will remain.
It takes space and time and empirical evidence way
WRRVHULRXVO\DQGVSLULWXDOUHDOLWLHVQRWVHULRXVO\,W´ZDONVE\
VLJKWDQGQRWE\IDLWKµ6RWKHNLQJGRPFRPHVZLWK´VLJQV
WR EH REVHUYHGµ DQGZH·UH DOZD\V DVNLQJ ´:KHQGRHV WKH
NLQJGRPFRPH"µ ³ just like the Pharisees did in Luke 17.
$QG-HVXVVD\V´7KHNLQJGRPGRHVQRWFRPHZLWKVLJQVWR
EHREVHUYHG7KHNLQJGRPLVLQWKHPLGVWRI\RXµ
$QG -HVXV VDLG ´,Q WKLV ZRUOG \RX ZLOO KDYH
WULEXODWLRQ>GRQ·WWDNHLWVRVHULRXVO\@EXWEHRIJRRGFKHHU
IRU,KDYHFRQTXHUHGWKHZRUOG,UXOHWKHZRUOGµ
7KH SRSXODU YLHZ VD\V ´:HOO -HVXV ZRQ·W OHW XV
VXIIHU WULEXODWLRQµ ,W·V QRW WKDW +H FRQTXHUV DQG UXOHV WKH
world through us in tribulation, but that He takes us out of
the world ³ Rapture Practice!
I believe the idea of a Pretribulation Rapture is
unbiblical. It sends an awful message to the world . . . not
that Christ suffers for the world, but that He hightails it out
RI WKH ZRUOG :H DUH WKH ERG\ RI &KULVW :H ´ILOO XS WKH
PHDVXUHRI+LVVXIIHULQJVµZULWHV3DXOWKDWPXVWEHLQ
the world. He overcomes the world in us in WULEXODWLRQ´%H
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RIJRRGFKHHUµ
I have Romanian friends who bear the scars of
torture on their bodies. One friend held his dying wife in his
arms, because she would not renounce her faith.
Mozambican friends were persecuted and imprisoned for
WKHLU IDLWK DQG ,·P VXSSRVHG WR VD\ ´%H RI JRRG FKHHU
because God will rapture His faithful Church before the
7ULEXODWLRQµ"
Americans taught that doctrine to the Church in
&KLQDLQ WKH ·V:KHQWKH &RPPXQLVWV WRRN RYHU DQG
started torturing the Church, many Chinese Christians
thought they had missed the Rapture. According to Brother
Andrew, many missionaries were not allowed back by the
&KXUFKIRUWKRVH&KLQHVH&KULVWLDQVVDLG´<RXWROGXVWKDW
EHIRUHWULEXODWLRQZH·GEHUDSWXUHG<RX·UHOLDUVµ
7KHFURVVLVWULEXODWLRQDQGZH·UHFUXFLILHGZLWK&KULVW
5. The popular view makes the cross small. It
discounts what God has already done and is
doing.
´Now is this world judged, now is the ruler of this
world cast out, and I, when I am lifted up (said Jesus
VSHDNLQJRIKLVGHDWK ,ZLOOGUDZDOOPHQWRP\VHOIµ -RKQ
12:31).
On the cross, Jesus bore our judgment, conquered
WKH HQHP\ DQG FRQTXHUHG WKH ZRUOG $QG ZH DUH ´PRUH
WKDQFRQTXHURUVWKURXJKKLPZKRORYHVXVµ 5RPDQV 
2QWKHFURVV-HVXV´GLVDUPHGWKHSULQFLSDOLWLHVDQG
SRZHUVµ &RORVVLDQV +HWROGXV´:KDWHYHU\RXELQG
RQHDUWKZLOOEHERXQGLQKHDYHQµ 0DWWKHZ 
,Q/XNH+HVDLG´,VDZ6DWDQIDOOOLNHOLJKWQLQJ
from Heaven. Behold, I have given you authority to tread
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on serpents and scorpions and over all the power of the
HQHP\ DQG QRWKLQJ VKDOO KXUW \RXµ ³ No more snake
bites.
´,I*RGLVIRUXVZKRZRXOGEHDJDLQVWXVµ 5RPDQV
 "´)RUDOOWKLQJVDUH\RXUVDQG\RXDUH&KULVW·VDQG
&KULVWLV*RG·Vµ ,&RULQWKLDQV 5HYHODWLRQ-´%\
loving us and washing us in his blood [that is, his cross], He
[Jesus] has made us kings and priests unto God and his
Father. To him be glory and dominion for ever and ever.
$PHQµ
Gosh! If you really believed the cross and took
scripture literally DQGGLGQ·WWDNHWKLVZRUOGVRseriously, I think
\RX·GDOPRVWILJXUHWKH0LOOHQQLXPLVnow.
Technically, I suppose that puts me in the
$PLOOHQQLDO FDPS %XW ´$PLOOHQQLDOµ PHDQV ´QR
0LOOHQQLXPµDQG,EHOLHYHLQWKH0LOOHQQLXP,EHOLHYHWKH
Millennial reign of Christ happens whenever we walk by
faith. Whenever we walk by faith the kingdom of God is
XSRQ XV $QG HWHUQLW\ ´NDLURVµ  LQYDGHV HDFK PRPHQW
´FKURQRVµ 
Of course, I believe all chronology will end. Jesus
will return with fire . . . as fire consuming the earth and His
adversaries. And there will be judgment at the last day (John
12). And He will raise us up on the last day (John 6). And it
will be the last day, not 365,000 days before the last day.
8QWLO WKHQ ,DPWR´RFFXS\µ´RFFXS\ XQWLO+H
FRPHVµ /XNH ,·PWRUHLJQDQGUXOH
,NQRZZKDW\RX·UHWKLQNLQJ´,I,ZHUHNLQJIRUD
GD\WKLQJVZRXOGEHGLIIHUHQWµ:HOO\RX·UHQRWWREHNLQJ
for a day but for eternity, and being a king is far more
difficult than you think. Ask Abraham or Joseph or Moses
or Saul or David. (Their stories are all about you.) Or ask
King Jesus . . . Being a good king can hurt.
And we are child kings now. Child kings reign with a
reagent. We reign with Christ. But we really do reign and
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rule. Rule over what?
1. We are to reign over sin in our own flesh (Romans
6:12). The world is enslaved to sin. We rule it through
JUDFH :H·UH IRUJLYHQ    QR ORQJHUFRQGHPQHG 7KDW
means . . .
2. We rule over the Accuser, Satan. Satan is bound by the
Gospel Word on your tongue. He is bound in Hell. Yet
I suspect Hell is among us just as Heaven is among us.
6DWDQ·V RQO\ KRSH LV WR JHW \RX WR EHOLHYH OLHV OLYH LQ
lives, and believe Hell. He is unbound at the end to
PLVOHDGWKHQDWLRQV ,LPDJLQHWKDW·VRXWULJKW6DWDQLVP
. . when he no longer needs the Beast and False
Prophet.) But he is still bound by the Word that rides on
your tongue.
3. Sin . . . Satan . . . We even rule over creation´$OOWKLQJV
ZRUN IRU WKH JRRG ZLWK WKHP WKDW ORYH KLPµ <HDK LW
can hurt a lot! But for you tribulation has been
transformed from wrath into grace. In trials, God shapes
you into the image of Christ the King. In trials, you
exhibit the Gospel of Christ. In trials, Christ Himself
communes with you in suffering. Every moment you
receive in gratitude by faith becomes an eternal moment.
Christ is with you, and you commune with Him³walk
with Him. You walk with God, like in the Garden. Your
prayers rise before the throne as He speaks creation into
H[LVWHQFH<RX UXOH WKH ZRUOG E\ IDLWK 'RQ·W OHW LW UXOH
you.
4. We rule over sin, over Satan, over creation, and even
over the hearts of men and women. We are priests;; that
is, we bring them to God. We are the body of Christ in
this world, and when His body is broken and when His
blood is shed . . . when His body (us) is crucified, when
we suffer in love, He draws all men to Himself through
us.
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´7KDQNV EH WR *RG ZKR LQ &KULVW DOZD\V OHDGV XV LQ
triumph and through us spreads the fragrance of the
NQRZOHGJHRIKLPHYHU\ZKHUHµ ,,&RULQWKLDQV 
I may be wrong about the Millennium, but I am right
DERXW WKLV ´<RX DUH D FKRVHQ UDFH D UR\DO >´EDVLOHRXVµ NLQJO\@SULHVWKRRGDKRO\QDWLRQ*RG·VRZQSHRSOHµWhy?
´7KDW \RX PLJKW GHFODUH WKH ZRQGHUIXO GHHGV RI KLP ZKR
FDOOHG\RXRXWRIGDUNQHVVLQWRKLVPDUYHORXVOLJKWµ ,3HWHU
2:9).
So I may be wrong about the Millennium, but the
resurrected Jesus did appear to His victimized, seemingly
SRZHUOHVVGLVFLSOHVDQGGLGVD\´$OODXWKRULW\>UXOHUHLJQ@LQ
heaven and on earth has been given unto me. Therefore, go
DQGPDNHGLVFLSOHVRIDOOQDWLRQV>7KH\·UHQRORQJHUERXQG
by Satan] . . . and lo I am with you always, to the close of the
DJHµ
You are kings and priests . . . that you would live and
reign and declare the Word³the Rider on the white horse.
6DWDQ·VRQO\KRSHLVWRFRQYLQFH\RXLW·VQRWWUXHVR
\RX·OO JHW DOOGHSUHVVHGIHDUIXO DQGDQ[LRXVVR\RX·OOFORVH
\RXU KHDUW DQG PRXWK NHHSLQJ WKH 5LGHU LQVLGH VR \RX·OO
stockpile food and hoard the feast and wring your hands as
you wait for the Rapture and dream of the Millennium.
6DWDQ·VRQO\KRSHLVWRFRQYLQFH\RX\RX·UHDvictim when
\RX·UHUHDOO\DYLFWRU+LVRQO\KRSHLVWRFRQYLQFH\RXWKH
world rules you when, in fact, you rule the world.
In 1949, when Mao took over China, American
&KULVWLDQVZUXQJWKHLUKDQGVDQGPDQ\WKRXJKW´7KDW·VLW
7KH &KXUFK LV SRZHUOHVV LQ &KLQDµ ,W·V D JRRG WKLQJ
&KLQHVH &KULVWLDQV GLGQ·W EHOLHYH WKDW ,W·V HVWLPDWHG WKDW
there were 750,000 Chinese Christians in 1949. China is now
the second largest evangelical Christian community in the
world with a conservative estimate of 35 million believers.
,·YH UHDG QXPEHUV DV KLJK DV  PLOOLRQ EHOLHYHUV ZKLFK
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would make it the largest Christian community.
In the U.S., the Church is stagnant. In China, Africa, and
South America, it grows at an unprecedented rate. While
Lindsey wrote The Late Great Planet Earth and we wrung our
KDQGV RYHU WKH ´<HOORZ 3HULOµ 3DVWRU *HRUJH &KHQ ZDV
shoveling human sewage in a Chinese prison camp. They
thought putting him deep in the cesspool was the best
punishment for a pastor.
But George Chen loved it there because he was left
alone with Jesus, the King of kings. When he was released
from prison after eighteen years, he found his churches had
grown from 300 to 5,000 people. He had reigned in the
cesspool.
7KDW·Vcrazy! Yes . . . just about as crazy as the King born
in a barn and placed in a manger . . . or the King stripped
naked and nailed to a cross. Even there, especially there, He
conquers. Look who sits on the throne bleeding.
Years ago my friend Ed got to hear a pastor named Y.
&KDQ VKDUH KLV WHVWLPRQ\ , GRQ·W NQRZ LI < &KDQ LV WKH
same man as G. Chen, but Chan was sentenced to labor
GHHS LQ WKH SULVRQ FDPSV FHVVSRRO DV ZHOO +H VDLG ´,
enjoyed it there in the cesspool because I could pray as loud
as I wanted, I could recite scripture and no one would come
near me, I could sing hymns with all my energy. One of my
IDYRULWHK\PQVZDV¶,QWKH*DUGHQ·µ
I come to the garden alone, while the dew is
still on the roses, and the voice I hear falling
on my ear the Son of God discloses. And He
walks with me and He talks with me, and He
tells me I am His own. And the joy we share
as we tarry there, no other has ever known!
&KDQVDLG´:KHQ,VDQJWKLVK\PQLQWKHFHVVSRRO
I understood the meaning of the garden. I met my Lord in
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WKHJDUGHQRIWKHFHVVSRROµ
Instead of death, futility, and snake bites, he lived,
reigned, and stomped on the old Dragon. Just think of it!
On earth (in the cesspool) he exercised dominion as he
walked with God in the garden. Amen.
*****
If you have a cesspool, which I suppose we all do,
MXVWWKLQNRILWQRZ0D\EHLW·VDSDLQIXOVLWXDWLRQPD\EH
LW·VVRPHVLQVWKDWVHHPWRKDYHDKROGRQ\RXPD\EHLW·V
fears, anxieties, insecurities, shame, and guilt ³ human waste.
)URP WKDW SODFH UHSHDW WKHVH ZRUGV TXLHWO\ ´/RUG
-HVXVFRPHWRP\FHVVSRRODQGEHZLWKPHµ
If you really ask Him, He does come. I imagine He
was already there. Now pay attention to Him. I believe this
LVZKDW+HWHOOV\RX´,·YHJRWWKLVSODFHEHDW6RGRQ·WOHWLW
OLHWR\RX<RXZDONZLWKPH/HW·VJRFRQTXHUWKHZRUOGµ
,Q -HVXV· QDPH EHOLHYH WKH :RUG RI *RG DQG ZDON
by faith not by sight. Amen.
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Further Reading

´7KDWZKLFKLVERUQRIWKHIOHVKLVIOHVKDQGWKDWZKLFKLV
born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not marvel that I said to you,
¶<RX PXVW EH ERUQ DQHZ· 7KH ZLQG EORZV ZKHUH LW ZLOOV
and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know whence
it comes or whither it goes;; so it is with every one who is
ERUQRIWKH6SLULWµ1LFRGH PXVVDLGWRKLP´+RZFDQWKLV
EH"µ-HVXVDQVZHUHGKLP´$UH\RXDWHDFKHURI,VUDHODQG
yet you do not understand this? Truly, truly, I say to you, we
speak of what we know, and bear witness to what we have
seen;; but you do not receive our testimony. If I have told
you earthly things and you do not believe, how can you
EHOLHYHLI,WHOO\RXKHDYHQO\WKLQJV"µ
-John 3:6-12
Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. . . .
And I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was
committed to them. Then I saw the souls of those who had
been beheaded for their witness to Jesus and for the word of
God, who had not worshiped the beast or his image, and
had not received his mark on their foreheads or on their
hands. And they lived and reigned with Christ for a
thousand years. But the rest of the dead did not live again
until the thousand years were finished. This is the first
resurrection. Blessed and holy is he who has part in the first
resurrection. Over such the second death has no power, but
they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign
with Him a thousand years.
-Revelation 19:11a, 20:4-6
´7UXO\ WUXO\ , VD\ WR \RX KH ZKR KHDUV P\ ZRUG DQG
believes him who sent me, has eternal life;; he does not come
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LQWRMXGJPHQWEXWKDVSDVVHGIURPGHDWKWROLIHµ
-John 5:24
If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that
are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.
Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that
are on earth. For you have died, and your life is hid with
Christ in God. When Christ who is our life appears, then
you also will appear with him in glory.
-Colossians 3:1-4
For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the
Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, I do not
cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my
prayers, that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of
glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in
the knowledge of him, having the eyes of your hearts
enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which
he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious
inheritance in the saints, and what is the immeasurable
greatness of his power in us who believe, according to the
working of his great might which he accomplished in Christ
when he raised him from the dead and made him sit at his
right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and
authority and power and dominion, and above every name
that is named, not only in this age but also in that which is
to come;; and he has put all things under his feet and has
made him the head over all things for the church, which is
his body, the fulness of him who fills all in all. And you he
made alive, when you were dead through the trespasses and
sins in which you once walked, following the course of this
world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit
that is now at work in the sons of disobedience. Among
these we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, following
the desires of body and mind, and so we were by nature
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children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. But God, who is
rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us,
even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us
alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved),
and raised us up with him, and made us sit with him in the
heavenly places in Christ Jesus, that in the coming ages he
might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness
toward us in Christ Jesus.
-Ephesians 1:15-2:7
$QG-HVXVFDPHDQGVDLGWRWKHP´$OODXWKRULW\LQKHDYHQ
and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them
to observe all that I have commanded you;; and lo, I am with
\RXDOZD\VWRWKHFORVHRIWKHDJHµ
-Matthew 28:18-20
But do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord
one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one
day. The Lord is not slow about his promise as some count
slowness, but is forbearing toward you, not wishing that any
should perish, but that all should reach repentance. But the
day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens
will pass away with a loud noise, and the elements will be
dissolved with fire, and the earth and the works that are
upon it will be burned up.
-II Peter 3:8-10

240

The Dragon Is a Legalist
Dying by the Law and Living by Grace
(Revelation 20:11-15)

[Peter enters stage carrying on his back a large
backpack full of books.]
Man, these books are really heavy . . . but I have to
FDUU\WKHPZLWKPHEHFDXVH,ZDQWWRNQRZZKDW·VJRRG
because I want to be good. These are the Books of
Judgment.
7KH\ DUH H[WUHPHO\ FRPSOLFDWHG VR ,·YH VLPSOLILHG
and reproduced one page onto an overhead transparency so
you can see. (I showed you something like this four years
ago, but you need to see it again.)
This [Exhibit A] is one page from one book for one
moment of one day in the fall of 1975:
The Book of Judgment, Peter Hiett
Page #924,465,432;; 9-15-75, 3:27 PM
I have edited the page to include only three people:
Bobby, Dave, and me. (There were others on the page like
Alan Parsons and Susan Coleman, but Alan goes to church
KHUHDQG,PDUULHG6XVDQVR,WKLQNLW·VSROLWLFDOO\H[SHGLHQW
that I delete their records.)
This is how it works:
On the left is The Table of Good Deeds. (Of
course, in 1975 I referred to it as Categories of Cool.) On
the right is The Record of Good Deeds, measured in
´8*8·Vµ 8QLYHUVDO*RRGQHVV8QLWV 
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In 1975, if you had Ski Tags on your jacket, that was
really good. Even in September Bobby, for instance, had ski
tags on his jacket, so give him 2 points;; I had ski tags on my
MDFNHWVRJLYHPHD'DYHGLGQ·WKDYHDQ\  
Sports was really big. Bobby was really good at
VSRUWV SRLQWV ,ZDVRQWKHVRFFHUWHDPEXWZDVQ·WWKDW
JRRG SRLQWV 'DYHGLGQ·WGRDQ\VSRUWV SRLQWV 
Girls ³ all the girls loved Bobby (3), and a
cheerleader talked to me (3)! Dave ³ no girls (0).
Pimples ³ %REE\GLGQ·WKDYHDQ\SLPSOHV  ,did
have some pimples (1). Dave ³ one day he came to school
with dried Clearasil on his face (-1).
Dumb Instruments ³ %REE\GLGQ·WSOD\DQ\GXPE
LQVWUXPHQWV   , GLGQ·W SOD\ DQ\ GXPE LQVWUXPHQWV  
Dave was the state champion cello player (-3).
Body Function Noises ³ %REE\ GLGQ·W UHDOO\ KDYH
any good body function noises (1);; however, I could makes
noises with my throat (3);; David could burp the entire
alphabet (5).
So you would tabulate up the scores, and these
scores were constantly factored into historical scores. But
IRUWKH VDNHRIXQGHUVWDQGLQJZH·OOSORWWKHVFRUHVIRUWKLV
particular day, assuming we all started at zero.
1. Calculate and plot.
2. Draw the Universal Geek Line. Those above it
are The Good (The Cool);; those below it are
The Bad (The Geeks).
In 1975, I was ruled by The Book of Judgment. It
determined who I would sit with at lunch and to whom I
ZRXOGVD\´+H\'XGHµLQWKHKDOOZD\,WZDVWKHUHDVRQ,
went out for sports I hated;; it was the reason why I quit
piano. I was driven in fear by The Book of Judgment ³
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enslaved. It determined my moods.
If, for example, Bobby got a big zit, I rejoiced. (I was
that much closer to my idol.) When I was down, I could think
of Dave carrying his cello across the football field while I
SUDFWLFHGVRFFHU ,FRXOGMXGJHKLP´ODVWDQGOHDVWµDQGIHHO
good about myself.)
%XWLQ,JRWFXWIURPWKHVRFFHUWHDP,GRQ·W
know if I have ever been so depressed . . . not because I
missed soccer, but because it knocked me down into the
Geek Zone.
I went behind our house beside the railroad tracks,
DQG,ZHSWIRUKRXUVWKLQNLQJ´+RZDP,JRLQJWRH[SODLQ
to my children and my grandchildren that I was a geek?µ
That really hurt, but after a few weeks of mourning,
I just changed a few categories on The Table of Good
'HHGV WKXV ORZHULQJ WKH 8QLYHUVDO *HHN /LQH 7KDW·V WKH
EHDXW\ RI LW    EXW DOVR ZK\ LW·V VR PXFK work: all the
FRPSXWDWLRQV,W·VZK\\RXNLQGRIOLYHLQIHDU´:KDWLI
my computations are inaccurate? I bet 'DYH·V Book of
Judgment is different from mine. What if I am %REE\·V geek
³ WKH ¶ODVW DQG WKH OHDVW· ZKR PDNHV KLP IHHO JRRG DERXW
KRZFRROKHLV"µ
:HOO LI \RX·UH LQ WHQWK JUDGH DQG \RX·UH IHHOLQJ
embarrassed, let me show you a page out of The Book of
Judgment from the Standard American Adult Male [Exhibit
%@,W·VH[DFWO\WKHVDPHOD\RXWVDPH2SHUDWLQJ6\VWHP
. but the categories of good have changed:
Business Success
Wife
Kids
Landscaping
Snow Blower Horse Power
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The Universal Geek Line is now called the Invite
Them Over For Dinner Line. Above the line are the
Responsible Citizens;; below the line are the Less Fortunate.
<RXSORWIRUIULHQGVQHLJKERUV7DOLEDQLW·VLPSRUWDQWWR
have someone like Osama bin Laden considered on your
SDJH KHGRHVQ·WKDYHDVQRZEORZHUKLVODQGVFDSLQJVWLQNV 
² WKH´ODVWDQGWKHOHDVWµWRKHOSPDNH\RXIHHOJRRGDERXW
yourself.
Here is a page out of The Book of Judgment for a
Standard Taliban Soldier [Exhibit C], except the categories
of good are things like this:
Beard Length
Beard Bushiness
Dominance of Sassy Women
Fighting in Jihad
Dying for Allah
The Geek Line is now the Jihad Line;; above the line
are the Muslims;; below are the Infidels.
Now, this is a Standard Jewish Pharisee page from
their Book of Judgment [Exhibit D]. The Table of Good
Deeds has been changed:
Circumcision Party
Phylactery Length
Not eating with Tax Collectors & Sinners
Not being born in a barn
Not being crucified on a cross
The Geek Line is now the Holiness Line, with
Righteous above and Sinners below. The Operating System
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is competition, envy, judgment, fear.
6RPH RI \RX DUH VD\LQJ ´,W·V D JRRG WKLQJ ZH·UH
&KULVWLDQV LQVWHDG RI -HZV RU 0XVOLPVµ :HOO this is a page
from the Standard American Christian Book of Judgment
[Exhibit E]. It has the same Operating System (competition,
envy, judgment, fear);; it has the same layout. But The Table
of Good Deeds has been changed:
No Gross Sins
No Cussing
Neat-R&KULVWLDQ:RUGV OLNH´EOHVV\RXµDQG
´SURSLWLDWLRQµ
Quality Bible Cover
Short-Term Mission Project
+DUU\3RWWHU ZKHWKHURUQRW\RX·YHVHHQWKHPRYLH
The Geek Line is now the Saved Line. Born Again
&KULVWLDQV DUH DERYH WKH OLQH 1RZ ZH·UH QRW VXSSRVHG WR
judge, so the area below the line is the I Wonder If They
Know The Lord zone.
1RZ \RX·UH SUREDEO\ WKLQNLQJ ´7KDW LV so true of
&KULVWLDQV,·PJODG,·PQRWDOHJDOLVWLF&KULVWLDQµ:HOOWKLV
is a page from the Standard American Non-Legalistic
Christian Book of Judgment [Exhibit F] . . . same layout . . .
just The Table of Good Deeds has been changed:
Understanding your freedom in Christ
Not being judgmental
Graciousness
Number of Philip Yancey books read
1LFHQHVVWRWKH´ODVWDQGOHDVWµ
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But the Operating System is just the same:
competition, envy, judgment, fear. So we are enslaved to
WU\LQJ WR ´EH IUHH LQ &KULVWµ :H MXGJH SHRSOH RQ KRZ
judgmental they DUH :H·UH GULYHQ WR EH PRVW JUDFLRXV :H
use QLFHQHVV WR WKH ´ODVW DQG WKH OHDVWµ LQ RUGHU WR HDUQ
points.
+HUH·V D SDJH IURP my Book of Judgment today
[Exhibit G]. The layout is much the same, but The Table of
Good Deeds is now . . .
Preaching well
Church size
Family
Evangelism
The Geek Line is the God Is Pleased Line. Above it
is Good Pastor;; below is Bad Pastor. The neighbors who I
judge myself by are people like pastor friends, Andrew
Trawick, Tim Brewer, Dave Jones.
This is an amazing thing, but Jesus was in Dave
Jones. He turned out to be one of my best friends;; he was
the best man in my wedding. We worked in ministry
together, but I still battled the Book of Judgments. So when
Dave preached at Youth Group (and he was good), I would
VHFUHWO\KRSHKLVPHVVDJHGLGQ·WJRZHOOEHFDXVHWKHQ,·G
look better.
My friend Tim had a larger church than I did. But in
a depression he asphyxiated himself, leaving behind a wife,
children, and a confused church. Something inside me
ZDQWHGWRVD\´<HDK,ZRQµ
I remember the night I held Dave Jones in my arms
DVKHVREEHG´/HVOLH>KLVZLIH@LVOHDYLQJPHµ6RPHWKLQJLQ
me wanted to rejoice.
,·OOEHKRQHVW:KHQ$QGUHZ7UDZLFNFRPHVEDFN
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from those mission trips to places like Mozambique where
thousands come to Christ, it will get me depressed. Why?
Because in that same time, I GLGQ·WOHDGDQ\RQHWR&KULVW6R
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ZKDW·VP\ZLVK"7KDWWKRXVDQGVRISHRSOHGLGQ·W get saved? I
PLJKWDVZHOOMXVWZLVK¶HPDOOWR+HOOWRJXDUGP\HJR
Do you see what I end up doing? ³ Hating my best

248

friends, hating the kingdom, maybe even hating God. And
then when I see this, I hate myself . . . condemn myself.
I think scripture calls all these books The Law. And
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the energy by which I play this game is called The Flesh.
When I live by the Book of Judgments, I walk in death. I
FDQ·WOLYHJUDFHIXOO\:LWKDOOWKHVHERRNVRQP\EDFN,FDQ·W
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dance well, sing well, laugh well, live well. Ironically, trying
to be good I FDQ·W EHJRRG,·PDOZD\VSUHRFFXSLHGZLWKWKH
books and how I measure up. Calculating, scheming,
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SRVWXULQJ SRVLQJ    ,W·V D WHUULEOH EXUGHQ WRFDUU\ $QG ,
FDQ·WORVHP\VHOI,·PHQVODYHGWRP\VHOI
-HVXV VDLG ´8QOHVV \RX ORVH \RXU OLIH \RX·OO QHYHU
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ILQGLWµ,·PXQDEOHWRJHWEH\RQGP\VHOIVR,FHUWDLQO\FDQ·W
ORYHRWKHUV,FDQ·WORYH*RGDQG,KDWHP\VHOI
, -RKQ  ´+H ZKR GRHV QRW ORYH DELGHV LQ
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GHDWKµDeath. The walking dead.
,Q *HQHVLV  *RG VDLG ´$GDP >PDQ@ \RX PD\
freely eat of every tree of the garden;; but of the tree of the
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knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day
WKDW \RX HDW RI LW \RX VKDOO VXUHO\ GLHµ $W WKH 'UDJRQ·V
WHPSWLQJ $GDP GRXEWHG *RG·V JRRGQHVV WUXVWLQJ WKH ODZ
instead of God. He ate and he got the law library and lost
God. He ate and got knowledge of good and evil . . . the
knowledge he was naked, bad, and dead. The walking dead.

REVELATION 20:11-12: And I saw a great white
throne and Him who sat upon it, from whose
presence earth and sky fled away, and no place was
found for them. And I saw the dead . . .
Remember in the last paragraph John saw the
´OLYLQJµ WKRVH ZKR ´OLYH ZLWK &KULVW RQ HDUWKµ WKH ILUVW
resurrection . . .
. . . the great and the small, standing before the
throne, and books were opened;; and another book
was opened, which is the book of life;; and the dead
were judged from the things which were written in the
books, according to their deeds.

The dead are judged by the things in the books,
DFFRUGLQJWRWKHLUGHHGV-HVXVVDLG´-XGJHQRWWKDW\RXEH
not judged. For with the judgment you pronounce you will
EHMXGJHGµ7KDWLV´,I\RXZDQWWRSOD\E\WKHERRN\RX·OO
get WKHERRNµ
Have you ever wondered why it is that across the
globe people have a knowledge of good and evil? We argue
about the details, but people live with these books in their
hearts and minds, constantly keeping score, trying to be
good.
,W·VEHFDXVHZHDOONQRZGHHSLQVLGHWKDWZHKDYHD
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Creator, He is good, and He has books. We exist in fear of
those books, constantly preparing our defense, for we know
that one day the books will be opened and there will be an
accounting.
Jesus revealed on what that accounting is based. He
VDLG´/RYHWKH/RUG\RXU*RGZLWKDOO\RXUKHDUWDQGZLWK
all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great and
first commandment, and the second is like it. Love your
QHLJKERUDV\RXUVHOI2QWKLVUHVWVDOOWKHODZDQGSURSKHWVµ
By loving your neighbor you love God.
In Matthew 25, Jesus said this:
When the Son of man comes in his glory,
and all the angels with him, then he will sit
on his glorious throne. Before him will be
gathered all the nations, and he will separate
them one from another as a shepherd
separates the sheep from the goats, and he
will place the sheep at his right hand, but the
goats at the left. . . .
He will say to those at his left hand,
´'HSDUW IURP PH \RX FXUVHG LQWR WKH
eternal fire prepared for the devil and his
angels;; for I was hungry and you gave me no
food . . . thirsty and you gave me no drink . .
. a stranger and you did not welcome me,
naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in
SULVRQDQG\RXGLGQRWYLVLWPHµ
7KHQ WKH\ DOVR ZLOO DQVZHU ´/RUG
when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a
stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and
GLG QRW PLQLVWHU WR \RX"µ 7KHQ KH ZLOO
DQVZHUWKHP´7UXO\,VD\WR\RXDV\RXGLG
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it not to one of the least of these, you did it
QRWWRPHµ
If you want to live by the book, God is keeping
VFRUH+H·VLQ/D]DUXVE\WKHJDWH+H·VLQWKH´ODVWDQGWKH
OHDVWµ7KH\VLWRQWKURQHVMXGJLQJQDWLRQV+H·VLQWKHPLQ
judgment. You may even do many mighty works in His
QDPHIHHGWKH´ODVWDQGWKHOHDVWµEXW+HPD\VWLOOVD\
´'HSDUW,QHYHUNQHZ\RXµ 0DWWKHZ 
7KH JRDWV VD\ ´:KHQ GLG ZH VHH \RX"µ :HOO WKH\
GLGQ·W see Him . . . ever! 7KH\MXVWVDZWKH´ODVWDQGWKHOHDVWµ
DQG D ZD\ WR VFRUH SRLQWV -XVW E\ MXGJLQJ VRPHRQH ´WKH
ODVW DQG WKH OHDVWµ , MXGJH -HVXV &KULVW ´ODVW DQG OHDVWµ
Remember that when He walked this earth almost everyone
MXGJHG+LP´ODVWDQGOHDVWµDEDE\LQDIRRGWURXJKD
peasant on a cross³cursed.)
So living by the book, God is everywhere in my
world as judgment. And just by playing the game, trusting the
books, I hate my neighbor, so I hate God, and then I hate
P\VHOI$QG,EURDGFDVWWRWKHKHDYHQOLHV´<HV,VWROHWKH
IUXLWRIWKHWUHHRIWKHNQRZOHGJHRIJRRGDQGHYLOµGuilty.
:HOOLIZHGDUHJXHVVDW*RG·V%RRNRI-XGJPHQW,
imagine it would be something like this [Exhibit H]:
The Table of Good Deeds would be summed up
as: LOVE . . . the Lord with all you are, and your
neighbor as yourself.
The Record of Good Deeds: Children of Adam
³ Dead.
When I compute The Good and The Bad, what
is it God requires? ³ Perfection. How are we
doing? Well, Osama bin Laden is dead. Mother
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Teresa, apart from God, is also dead. Aram, you,
me . . . dead, in our trespasses and sins.
So what good are the books or the knowledge of the
books? ³ They tell us we need a Savior. They tell Adam
[mankind]: A walk with God is better than a law library.
´$QG QRZ $GDP \RX ZLOO PHHW WKH SLQQDFOH RI
JRRG-HVXVPHDQV¶*RGVDYHV·<RX·OOVHHWKH6DYLRUµ
Well, in Revelation 20 on the last day, books are
opened (Tables of the Good and Records of Good Deeds),
and another book is opened: one book³the Book of Life.
In chapters thirteen and seventeen of the Revelation, we
read that this book contains names written from the
foundation of the world, before Adam fell. Names . . . it
GRHVQ·WVD\deeds but names.
To the Hebrews, names were persons. These are
persons who have entrusted themselves to the Lamb on the
WKURQH,W·VWKH/DPE·V%RRNof Life. Jesus said in the book of
-RKQ´7UXO\WUXO\KHZKRKHDUVP\ZRUG>5HPHPEHUWKDW
the Word rode out at the beginning of this chapter] and
believes him who sent me has eternal life [already alive!]. He
does not come into judgment [condemnation] but has
SDVVHGIURPGHDWKWROLIHµ
How can that be?! 3DXO WHOOV XV ´)RU RXU VDNH *RG
made Jesus to be sin, who knew no sin, so that in Him we
PLJKW EHFRPH WKH ULJKWHRXVQHVV RI *RGµ ,, &RULQWKLDQV
5:21). Jesus is called the Second Adam. His righteousness is
imputed to us by faith as a gift from God.
[Exhibit H]: To me as a gift, to you as a gift, to
Aram as a gift, to Mother Teresa as a gift, to Osama bin
Laden . . . I hope so, for God desires that none should perish.
The Operating System is grace, and He is The Good
³ not a what, but a who.
3DXOZURWH´&KULVWKDVUHGHHPHGXVIURPWKHFXUVH
of the law, having become a curse for us (for it is written,
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¶&XUVHGLVHYHU\RQHZKRKDQJVRQDWUHH· µ
I suspect that tree, the cross on which Jesus was
crucified, was the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
Jesus was crucified, cursed by the law on our behalf.
&RORVVLDQV  ´$QG \RX ZKR ZHUH GHDG LQ WUHVSDVVHV DQG
the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together
with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, having
cancelled the bond which stood against us with its legal
GHPDQGVWKLVKHVHWDVLGHQDLOLQJLWWRWKHFURVVµ
At the cross, God opens His books. For the children
RI*RGMXGJPHQWZDVWKHFURVVRI&KULVW-HVXVVDLG´Now
LVWKLVZRUOGMXGJHGµ$WWKHFURVV*RGRSHQV\RXUERRNV
(with their legal demands), and with His own blood through
all your history³past, present, future³He stamps
´&$1&(//('µRQHYHU\GHEW
Greed³CANCELLED
Lust³CANCELLED
Fornication³CANCELLED
Adultery³CANCELLED
Murder³CANCELLED
Abortion³CANCELLED
Judging Dave Jones at the football field³
CANCELLED
CANCELLED, CANCELLED, CANCELLED . .
´%\ P\ EORRGµ    ´'ULQN RI LW DOO RI \RXµ >3HWHU LV
looking through books on the communion table and
stamping them.]
3DXO JRHV RQ LQ WKH VDPH YHUVH DQG ZULWHV ´7KHUH
[on the cross] he disarmed the principalities and powers and
made a public example of them, triumphing over them in
-HVXVµ
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Do you see what Paul is saying? This is not just Be
Happy Psychology. This is the very heart of your battle with
WKH$QFLHQW'UDJRQ<RXFRQTXHUKLPE\´WKHEORRGRIWKH
/DPEDQGWKHZRUGRI\RXUWHVWLPRQ\µDSSO\LQJWKHEORRG
of the Lamb to every moment of your life. You must believe
you are entirely forgiven and thoroughly loved. Then every
point of sin is transformed into a point of grace.
,QVWHDGRI-HVXVZDLWLQJLQMXGJPHQW+H·VZDLWLQJWR
show you His grace. And every sin is transformed from
shame into a demonstration of love, for every sin was on
that cross and now reminds you of Easter and tells you how
much God loves you and how good He truly is. And every
moment you step on the head of the Old Serpent, for He
has no ground on which to accuse.
Satan has been disarmed. Yet he is the Accuser and
the Father of Lies, so although my certificate of debt has
been cancelled, Satan made Xeroxed copies (like Juan Carlos
Ortiz said). His only hope against me is making me believe
falsified documents, making me doubt the grace of God and
the blood of Christ³WKDW ,·P WRWDOO\ IRUJLYHQ DQG
thoroughly loved. For then I live by the old books . . . I
begin to condemn myself and walk in death, doing the work
of the Accuser for KLP 7KDW·VKRZ KHWDNHVPH RXWRI WKH
EDWWOHDQGNHHSVPHIURPGRLQJWKH´ZRUNVRI*RGµ
7KH\ DVNHG -HVXV ´:KDW PXVW ZH EH GRLQJ WR EH
GRLQJWKHZRUNVRI*RG"µ$QG-HVXVVDLG´7KLVLVWKHZRUN
RI*RGWKDW\RXEHOLHYHLQ+LPZKRPKHVHQWµ

REVELATION 20:13-15: And the sea gave up the
dead which were in it, and death and Hades gave up
the dead which were in them;; and they were judged,
every one of them according to their deeds. Then death
and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is
WKH VHFRQG GHDWK WKH ODNH RI ILUH $QG LI DQ\RQH·V
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name was not found written in the book of life, he
was thrown into the lake of fire.

Theologians argue about whether the saints (the
sheep) are even in this scene. If we are ZH·UH QRW EHLQJ
condemned for sinful deeds. However, in Revelation 22:12,
-HVXV VD\V ´, DP FRPLQJ VRRQ ZLWK P\ UHZDUG WR UHSD\
HYHU\RQHIRUKLVGHHGVµ
Well, if my evil deeds were judged and paid for at
the cross, what deeds are these? If my record of
condemnation is cancelled, what record is this? ,I ,·P QRW
paid for evil deeds, what deeds am I paid for?
Matthew 25:
The King will say to those at his right
KDQG ´&RPH 2 EOHVVHG RI P\ )DWKHU
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from
the foundation of the world;; for I was
hungry and you gave me food. I was thirsty
and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and
you welcomed me, I was naked and you
clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I
ZDVLQSULVRQDQG\RXFDPHWRPHµ
Then the righteous will answer him,
´/RUGZKHQGLGZHVHH\RXKXQJU\DQGIHHG
you, or thirsty and give you drink? And when
did we see you a stranger and welcome you,
or naked and clothe you? And when did we
VHH\RXVLFNRULQSULVRQDQGYLVLW\RX"µ
, GRQ·W WKLQN WKH\ VDZ -HVXV there because they saw
Him everywhere$QG+HZDVQ·WZDLWLQJLQWKH´ODVWDQGOHDVWµ
261

to condemn them, He was everywhere in grace and waiting
in all His brethren to be loved and to love . . . and to reward
them with all His kingdom.
$QGWKH.LQJZLOODQVZHUWKHP´7UXO\,VD\
to you, as you did it to one of the least of
WKHVHP\EUHWKUHQ\RXGLGLWWRPHµ
$QG , EHW WKH\ GRQ·W HYHQ UHPHPEHU    EHFDXVH
they ZHUHQ·W NHHSLQJ VFRUH 7KH\ ZHUHQ·W FRQVFLRXV RI WKH
%RRNV WKH\ ZHUHQ·W FRQVFLRXV RI WKHPVHOYHV WKH\ ZHUHQ·W
FRQVFLRXV RI WKH ´ODVW RU OHDVWµ WKH\ ZHUH FRQVFLRXV RI
Christ.
So they loved because they had been loved by
&KULVW,QVKRUWWKH\ZHUHQ·WWU\LQJWREHJRRGWKH\MXVWwere
good.
I work so hard at trying to be good to impress God
and impress you. On Judgment Day, trumpets will sound,
and Jesus will say something like this:
´3HWHU +LHWW RQ $XJXVW   DW  30 \RX
JDYHPHDFXSRIFROGZDWHU(QWHUWKHNLQJGRPµ
$QG ,·OO VD\ ´%XW ZKDW DERXW WKH VHUPRQV" , GRQ·W
even remember JLYLQJ\RXFROGZDWHUµ
´([DFWO\ <RX ZHUHQ·W WU\LQJ WR EH JRRG <RX just
were. And now you know good and evil, not because you are
HYLODQGGHDGEXWEHFDXVH\RX·UHIRUJLYHQDQGDOLYHDQG,·YH
PDGH\RXJRRG<RXDFWXDOO\ORYHµ
So what am I saying? Try harder to love? No.
&RQIHVVWKDW\RXGRQ·WDQGUHFHLYH+LVORYH,W·VFDOOHG
grace-HVXVWDXJKW´7KHRQHIRUJLYHQPXFKORYHVPXFKµ
Richard Wurmbrand said that several years ago in
the province of Besarabia, Romania, the Soviet army
marched into a particular village. They rounded up all the
Christians, some two hundred of them, and took them into
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a field and forced them to dig their own graves. They were
to be shot.
:KHQWKH\ZHUHILQLVKHGWKHFDSWDLQVDLG´:KRHYHU
UHQRXQFHV&KULVWFDQJRKRPHLPPHGLDWHO\µ6RPHGHFLGHG
to be shot. Some renounced their faith. While they were
returning to the village and the executions were about to
begin, a man came running from the village to the field
screaming. All the villagers knew who he was. The man had
EHHQH[SHOOHGIURPWKHFKXUFKIRU´JURVVVLQVµ+HKDGVHHQ
KLVVLQ+HFDPHUXQQLQJIURPWKHYLOODJHVKRXWLQJ´6KRRW
PH WRR 6KRRW PH WRR ,·P D EDG &KULVWLDQ EXW D bad
Christian is also a Christian. A bad Christian also has the right
WRGLHIRU&KULVW6KRRWPHWRRµ
+H ZDQWHG WR GLH IRU -HVXV ´*UHDWHU ORYH KDV QR
PDQWKDQWKLVWKDWKHOD\GRZQKLVOLIHIRUKLVIULHQGµ-HVXV
ZDVKLV´IULHQGµ
-HVXVPXVWKDYHWXUQHGWRWKHDQJHOVDQGVDLG´2K
WKHUHLVP\QHZFUHDWLRQPDGHZLWKP\EORRGµ+HZDVQ·WD
bad Christian;; he was a new creation.
Forgiven much, we love much. Open your eyes. If
\RXFDOO-HVXV\RXU6DYLRU\RX·YHEHHQIRUJLYHQPXFK
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But the rest of the dead did not live again until the thousand
years were finished. This is the first resurrection. Blessed
and holy is he who has part in the first resurrection. Over
such the second death has no power, but they shall be
priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a
thousand years. . . . Then I saw a great white throne and
Him who sat upon it, from whose presence earth and
heaven fled away, and no place was found for them. And I
saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before the
throne, and books were opened;; and another book was
opened, which is the book of life;; and the dead were judged
from the things which were written in the books, according
to their deeds. And the sea gave up the dead which were in
it, and death and Hades gave up the dead which were in
them;; and they were judged, every one of them according to
their deeds. Then death and Hades were thrown into the
lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. And if
anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he
was thrown into the lake of fire.
-Revelation 20:5-6 (NKJV), 11-15 (NAS)
´7KH )DWKHU MXGJHV QR RQH EXW KDV JLYHQ DOO MXGJPHQW WR
the Son, that all may honor the Son, even as they honor the
Father. He who does not honor the Son does not honor the
Father who sent him. Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears
my word and believes him who sent me, has eternal life;; he
does not come into judgment, but has passed from death to
life. Truly, truly, I say to you, the hour is coming, and now
is, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, and
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those who hear will live. For as the Father has life in
himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life in
himself, and has given him authority to execute judgment,
because he is the Son of man. Do not marvel at this;; for the
hour is coming when all who are in the tombs will hear his
voice and come forth, those who have done good, to the
resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to the
UHVXUUHFWLRQRIMXGJPHQWµ
-John 5:22-29
´$QGEHKROG ,DPFRPLQJ TXLFNO\DQG0\ UHZDUGLVZLWK
0HWRJLYHWRHYHU\RQHDFFRUGLQJWRKLVZRUN>HUJRQ@µ
-Revelation 22:12
7KHQ WKH\ VDLG WR +LP ´:KDW VKDOO ZH GR WKDW ZH PD\
ZRUNWKHZRUNVRI*RG"µ-HVXVDQVZHUHGDQGVDLGWRWKHP
´7KLVLV WKH ZRUN>HUJRQ@RI*RGWKDW\RX EHOLHYHLQ+LP
ZKRP+HVHQWµ
-John 6:28-29
But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with
which he loved us, even when we were dead through our
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you
have been saved), and raised us up with him, and made us sit
with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, that in the
coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his
grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you
have been saved through faith;; and this is not your own
doing, it is the gift of God--not because of works [ergon],
lest any man should boast. For we are his workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus for good works [ergon], which God
prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.
-Ephesians 2:4-10
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For as many as are of the works [ergon] of the law are under
WKHFXUVHIRULWLVZULWWHQ´&XUVHGLVHYHU\RQHZKRGRHVQRW
continue in all things which are written in the book of the
ODZ WR GR WKHPµ But that no one is justified by the law in
WKHVLJKWRI*RGLVHYLGHQWIRUWKHMXVWVKDOOOLYHE\IDLWKµ
<HW WKH ODZ LV QRW RI IDLWK EXW ´WKH PDQ ZKR GRHV WKHP
VKDOOOLYHE\WKHPµ&KULVWKDVUHGHHPHGXVIURPWKHFXUVH
of the law, having become a curse for us (for it is written,
´&XUVHGLVHYHU\RQHZKRKDQJVRQDWUHHµ 
-Galatians 3:10-13
And you, who were dead in trespasses and the
uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together with
him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, having canceled
the bond which stood against us with its legal demands;; this
he set aside, nailing it to the cross. He disarmed the
principalities and powers and made a public example of
them, triumphing over them in him.
-Colossians 2:13-15
´+H ZKR overcomes shall be clothed in white garments,
and I will not blot out his name from the Book of Life;; but I
will confess his name before My Father and before His
DQJHOVµ
-Revelation 3:5
The beast that you saw was, and is not, and will ascend out
of the bottomless pit and go to perdition. And those who
dwell on the earth will marvel, whose names are not written
in the Book of Life from the foundation of the world, when
they see the beast that was, and is not, and yet is.
-Revelation 17:8
For whatever is born of God overcomes the world. And
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this is the victory that has overcome the world--our faith.
Who is he who overcomes the world, but he who believes
that Jesus is the Son of God?
-I John 5:4-5
But with me it is a very small thing that I should be judged
by you or by any human court. I do not even judge myself. I
am not aware of anything against myself, but I am not
thereby acquitted. It is the Lord who judges me. Therefore
do not pronounce judgment before the time, before the
Lord comes, who will bring to light the things now hidden
in darkness and will disclose the purposes of the heart. Then
every man will receive his commendation from God.
-I Corinthians 4:3-5
It is a consoling idea, that before God we are always in the
wrong.
-Soren Kierkegaard
There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are
in Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ
Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and death.
-Romans 8:1-2
Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not
boast, it is not proud. It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it
is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.
-I Corinthians 13:4-5 (NIV)
God is love . . . .
-I John 4:16 (RSV)
Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things,
endures all things.
-I Corinthians 13:7 (RSV)
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The Bride Goes Home
And Everything Old Is New
(Revelation 21:1-14)

,W·V RQO\ HLJKW GD\V XQWLO &KULVWPDV ³ until we get
new stuff. As a child, I could barely wait, because if I got what
I wanted, my life would be complete and I would be happy
ever after. Do you remember that thrill on Christmas
morning? I remember my electric race car set ³ paradise.
Tony Campolo describes the Christmas morning he got his
train set:
I was overcome with joy. A sense of ecstasy
surged through me. I loved everything. I
loved everybody. The world became radiant
and wonderful. A sense of aliveness
permeated my consciousness. . . . I stayed in
my state of heightened awareness and
sensitivity for almost three hours. Then
something happened to the trains. They
GLGQ·W EUHDN %URNHQ WUDLQV FDQ EH IL[HG 
Something far worse than that happened to
them. They became old.
I remember that my racecar set was such paradise
and ecstasy, but by about 7:00 p.m., after watching cars go
round and round, it had gotten old.
Material possessions get old. So we should be less
PDWHULDOLVWLFDQGDSSUHFLDWHWKHZRQGHUDQGEHDXW\RI*RG·V
creation³sky and land, heaven and earth, the wonder of
life . . . less toys and get the kids into nature.
A few months ago Susan and I came home from a
date. We walked into the house and all the lights were on.
276

The hamster cage lay broken and open on the floor. No
hamster . . . but hamster bedding and refuse was spilled on
the new carpet. It looked like a bomb had gone off. We
heard Poppy (Grandpa, my dad) upstairs reading stories to
the children.
He would explain to us later that the neighbor girl
brought her turtle over to see our turtle and then decided to
bring her hamster to visit our hamsters. In fact, the children
had already done this and learned about the wonder of
UHSURGXFWLRQ 6R RXU QHLJKERU·V KDPVWHU KDG QHZ EDELHV
ZKLFKWHFKQLFDOO\DUHP\NLGV·JUDQGEDELHVDQG3RSS\WROG
WKHPWKH\VKRXOGQ·WKROGWKHEDELHVEXWWKH\GLG
$ERXW WKDW WLPH P\ VRQ·V JHFNR HVFDSHG IURP LWV
FDJH DQG FRXOGQ·W EH IRXQG 0\ VRQ ZDV GLVWUDXJKW    ,
imagine the dog was barking . . . and then the mother
hamster got so nervous she began to kill her babies and do
uncivilized cannibalistic hamster things.
The kids were so horrified to see this, that our
GDXJKWHU·V IULHQG ZHQW LQWR D K\VWHULFDO UDJH DQG WKUHZ KHU
hamster off the top deck. Somehow our hamsters got out,
everyone was screaming and yelling, Poppy was on his
R[\JHQDQGFRXOGQ·WPRYHVRIDVW+HWROGWKHPWRFDOP
GRZQDQGP\VRQ\HOOHG´<RXGRQ·WXQGHUVWDQGRXUSDLQµ
One child fell on the floor screaming in uncontrollable
agony;; there was open wailing and general pandemonium.
All Hell broke loose. My father said it was such chaos that
he decided to sit down and read a book.
Finally, when the chaos had died down, my two
\RXQJHVW FDPH WR 3RSS\ DQG VDLG ´:H QHHG VRPH %LEOH
VWRULHV:RXOG\RXVD\RXUSUD\HUV"µ
If you idolize nature, spend some time on a farm or
in a stable . . . or get some hamsters . . . and nature can get
old really quickly.
Toys get old, this world gets old . . . in every new
experience we hope for fulfillment and ecstasy. We may
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even taste it for a moment, but then it gets old.
Church JHWV ROG 1HZ SHRSOH ZLOO VRPHWLPHV VD\ ´2K
,·P VR JODG ZH IRXQG WKLV FKXUFK 7KH ZRUVKLS WKH
SUHDFKLQJWKHSURJUDPVµ$QG,ZRQGHU´:LOOWKH\
OHDYHZKHQLWJHWVROG"µ
Religion gets old. At the time of the Revelation, Judaism
was thousands of years old and had become cynical and
dead, so dead that Jerusalem had murdered the Messiah.
People get old. How many times have you met someone
DQGWKRXJKW´7KLVSHUVRQKDVLWDOOWRJHWKHUµ7KHQWKH\
get old.
C. S. Lewis writes:
These things are good images of what we
really desire;; but if they are mistaken for the
thing itself they turn into dumb idols,
breaking the hearts of their worshippers.
[They get old.] For they are not the thing
itself, they are only the scent of a flower we
have not found, the echo of a tune we have
not heard, news from a country we have
never visited.
So I got a new race track for Christmas . . . and it got
old. I got a turtle, snake, dog . . . and they got old. I went
camping . . . and it got old. I got a new church . . . and it got
old. I made new friends . . . and they got old. I married a
EULGHDQGQRZ,·PJRLQJWRFKDQJHWKHVXEMHFW:KDWLV
it that makes a thing old?
1. 2Q D SK\VLFDO OHYHO LW·V ZKHQ D WKLQJ GHFD\V DQG
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breaks down ³ entropy.
2. On a personal level, things get old when they get old
to us, when we think we have them figured out, when
WKHUH·VQRP\VWHU\OHIWQRZRQGHUQRQHZQHVV
3HRSOH·VSK\VLFDOERGLHVJHWROGDQGZKHQZHWKLQN
we have them figured out they get old to us. For
some, God is old news and not wonderful, because
they think they have God figured out. The higher
the percentage of things you have figured out in
your world, the older you are, and the older is your
world, and the closer it is to dead. A toddler has
nothing figured out, and everything is wonderful.
3. Decay and a loss of wonder makes things old. In
VKRUWDQ\WKLQJLQWLPH ´FKURQRVµ JHWVROG
Well, now . . . we all want the new and wonderful,
but the older we get the more we know that new gets old. So
ZHJHWF\QLFDO:HDOOZDQWWKHQHZEXWZH·UHDOOIHDUIXORI
the new, because to get the new is to lose the old (that was
new). So we say:
´*LYH PH WKDW ROG WLPH UHOLJLRQ ,W·V JRRG
HQRXJKIRUPHµ
´&DUHIXORIWKDWnew VWXIIµ
´3OD\LWVDIHµ
´6WD\DWKRPHµ
Somewhere in life, we switch strategies: We give up
on the new and hang on to the old. Instead of wanting a
new house, we want a home. Instead of wishing for new
experiences, we guard the old. But just as the new becomes
ROGZHFDQ·WVWRSWKHROGIURPEHLQJUHSODFHGE\WKHQHZ
We cannot stop time.
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Some people leave church because it gets old. Some
SHRSOHOHDYHFKXUFKEHFDXVHLWJHWVQHZ7KH\·OOVD\DOONLQGV
RI WKLQJV EXW WKH ERWWRP OLQH LV ´&KXUFK MXVW GRHVQ·W IHHO
like home. Remember how it used WR EH"µ 7KH\ PD\ WU\ WR
ILQG DQRWKHU FKXUFK EXW OLNH WKH\ VD\ ´<RX FDQ QHYHU JR
KRPHµ
Sometimes I drive by the house where I grew up in
/LWWOHWRQ DQG , WKLQN ´<RX FDQ QHYHU JR KRPH 'DG ZLOO
never work in that yard again while I play in my fort, while
Lydia and Rachel play with the rabbit, and while mom
makes fried mushroom sandwiches in our kitchen with the
PXVWDUG\HOORZFRXQWHUWRSVDQGWKHDYRFDGRUHIULJHUDWRU,·OO
QHYHUJRKRPHµ
And then I want to grab my dad and hang on,
EHFDXVH KH·V HLJKW\-two with heart trouble and a lung
GLVHDVH%XW\RXFDQ·WJRKRPH
The folks in the seven churches in Asia Minor were
probably mostly the Diaspora (dispersed Jews). Jerusalem
was their real home. Jerusalem was Abraham, David,
Solomon, Exodus, the exile . . . It was the twelve tribes and
also the twelve apostles (Peter, James, John);; it was the
temple: the place they met God, and John had memories of
meeting Jesus there;; it was history, energy, religion for 2000
years, and in 70 A.D., the Romans laid siege to Jerusalem.
They literally plowed the temple into the ground. All that
energy gone, laid waste . . . all that labor in vain. They must
KDYHWKRXJKW´<RXFDQQHYHUJRKRPHµ
I remember when my bride came down the aisle. I
was afraid, afraid that the new would get old, and I was
DIUDLGWKHROGZDVEHLQJUHSODFHGE\WKHQHZWKDWLV,ZDVQ·W
going home. In fear, hanging on to the past and worried
about the future, I almost missed the bride coming down (the
DLVOH  , UHPHPEHU WKLQNLQJ WR P\VHOI ´6WRS LW 6WRS
ZRUU\LQJ/LYHWKLVPRPHQW'RQ·WPLVVWKLVPRPHQW/LYH
12:µ
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7KH ´QRZµ LV ZKDW LV DFWXDOO\ QHZ $QG LI , GRQ·W
live in the now (which is new), it will never be the old. I
ZRQ·WKDYHWKHQHZ or the old, and I will have never lived.
And I will have missed the bride coming down, because I
was preoccupied with fear. And at the end of our marriage
VKH ZLOO VD\ ´'HSDUW , QHYHU NQHZ \RX <RX QHYHU PDGH
RXUKRXVHDKRPHµ
NOW is when I can know another.
NOW is when I live.
NOW is when I make choices.
NOW is when I create.
NOW is when the new is created into the form of
the old.
NOW is when I enjoy a gift or make a home or see a
bride.
NOW is the moment eternity touches time.
Scientists say that if I traveled at the speed of light,
all time would be eternally present;; all past and all future
would be eternally new;; all old would then be forever new . .
. at the speed of light.
And God said:
´/HWWKHUHEHOLJKWµ
´0RVHVP\QDPHLV,$0µ
´Now is the acceptable time;; now is the day of
VDOYDWLRQµ
´-HVXVµPHDQV´*RGVDYHVµDQG-HVXVVDLG´,FDPH
WKDW \RX PLJKW KDYH OLIH DQG KDYH LW DEXQGDQWO\µ (WHUQDO
life, new life, a life of newness.
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Remember that at His cross, Jesus redeems every
page of our book, every moment of our lives. At His cross,
´+H PDNHV DOO WKLQJV QHZµ :KHQ ZH·UH ZLWK +LP LQ HDFK
moment, we live new.
:HOO , MXVW JRW UHDO P\VWLFDO DQG ELEOLFDO 6R ,·OO
VXPPDUL]H ,Q WKLV ZRUOG RI WLPH ´FKURQRVµ  HYHU\ QHZ
thing gets old, every old thing is replaced by the new ² it
dies in time.
/DVWZHHN,KDGDEXUULWRZLWKP\GDG+H·VJHWWLQJ
SUHWW\ROGDQG,ZRUU\WKDWRQHGD\KHPD\GLH+H·VJHWWLQJ
old, but I remember one moment, looking into his eyes. He
was so excited and animated and grateful about something, and,
well, he just seemed so . . . new0D\EHKH·VQRWWRWDOO\OLYLQJ
in time.
My bride just turned forty-RQH %XW WR PH VKH·V
PRUHQHZDQGZRQGHUIXOWKDQHYHU6KH·VVWLOOFRPLQJGRZQ
that aisle.

REVELATION 21:1-2: Then I saw a new heaven
and a new earth;; for the first heaven and the first
earth had passed away, and the sea was no more.
And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming
down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride
adorned for her husband . . .

-RKQ VHHV ´D QHZ KHDYHQ DQG D QHZ HDUWKµ -RKQ
VHHVD´QHZZRUOGµLWYLRODWHVRXUWKUHH-dimensional laws of
SK\VLFV7KDW·VQRWEHFDXVHLW·Vless real but more real than this
ZRUOG -HVXV· UHVXUUHFWHG ERG\ ZDVQ·W less real but more real
than brick walls.
´$ QHZ KHDYHQ DQGD QHZ HDUWKµ   DQG , KDYHD
theory that it is disproportionately populated with goldfish
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and hamsters (set free from their bondage to decay, having
obtained the glorious liberty of the children of God through
little pet-loving children saying their prayers before bed.)
,W·V EDFN WR WKH *DUGHQ EXW QRW MXVW WKH *DUGHQ
John sees a city. (Cities are made with human hands, but this
FLW\ FRPHV IURP *RG  0D\EH LW·V EXLOW OLNH D ´JRRG ZRUN
ZKLFK*RGSUHSDUHGEHIRUHKDQGWKDWZHVKRXOGZDONLQLWµ
,W LV DGRUQHG ZLWK WKH ´ULJKWHRXV GHHGV RI WKH
VDLQWVµ 5HYHODWLRQ 
$W WKH HQG RI WKH FKDSWHU ´WKH NLQJV RI WKH HDUWK
EULQJ WKHLU JORU\ LQWR LWµ VWXII OLNH FRPSXWHUV DQG
microwave ovens and electric trains, I suppose. So I fully
expect to see my electric racecar set in heaven, and it will
never get old, and it will never get old to me.
John sees a city, but not just any city, he sees
Jerusalem . . . the New Jerusalem. I guess you can go home.
, DVNHG P\ GDG ´$UH \RX VFDUHG WR GLH"µ +H VDLG
´2KQR,QIDFW,KDGDGUHDP,WKLQNLWZDVDGUHDPRI
Heaven. The old farmhouse . . . Mom and Dad and my
brothers and sisters . . . we were all having such fun. I
GUHDPWRIKRPHµ
0D\EH \RX FDQ JR KRPH EXW LW·V QHYHU ROG    LW·V
always new.
REVELATION 21:2-8: And I saw the . . . new
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband;; and I
KHDUG DORXGYRLFHIURPWKHWKURQHVD\LQJ´%HKROG
WKHGZHOOLQJRI*RGLVZLWKPHQµ
´*RG ZLWK XVµ ,I \RX VD\ WKDW LQ +HEUHZ LW LV
SURQRXQFHG´(PPDQXHOµ7KDW·VZKDWWKH\FDOOHGWKHEDE\
in the manger in the stable.
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´+H ZLOO GZHOO ZLWK WKHP DQG WKH\ VKDOO EH KLV
people, and God himself will be with them;; he will
wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall
be no more, neither shall there be mourning nor
crying nor pain any more, for the former things have
SDVVHGDZD\µ
And he who sat upon the throne said,
´%HKROG , PDNH DOO WKLQJV QHZµ $OVR KH VDLG
´:ULWH WKLV IRU WKHVH ZRUGV DUH WUXVWZRUWK\ DQG
WUXHµ
$QG KH VDLG WR PH ´,W LV GRQH , DP WKH
Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end.
To the thirsty I will give from the fountain of the
water of life without payment. He who conquers shall
have this heritage, and I will be his God and he shall
be my son. But as for the cowardly [fearful], the
faithless, the polluted, as for murderers, fornicators
[fornication is sex outside of marriage], sorcerers,
idolaters, and all liars, their lot shall be in the lake
that burns with fire and sulphur, which is the second
GHDWKµ
But He said He makes all things new. That must
PHDQ´DOONLQGVRIWKLQJVQHZµRU´DOOQHZ+HPDNHVQHZµ
or that some things are made new after the second death or
WKDWWKRVHSHRSOHDQGWKH'UDJRQDQGWKH%HDVWDUHQ·WUHDOO\
´WKLQJVµEXWYHVVHOVRIZUDWKDQGVKDGRZVRIWKLQJV,GRQ·W
know, but He makes all things new . . . old but forever new.

REVELATION 21:9-14: Then came one of the
seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven
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ODVWSODJXHVDQGVSRNHWRPHVD\LQJ´&RPH,ZLOO
VKRZ\RXWKH%ULGHWKHZLIHRIWKH/DPEµ$QGLQ
the Spirit he carried me away to a great, high
mountain, and showed me the holy city Jerusalem
coming down out of heaven from God, having the
glory of God, its radiance like a most rare jewel, like
a jasper, clear as crystal. It had a great, high wall,
with twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and
on the gates the names of the twelve tribes of the sons
of Israel were inscribed;; on the east three gates, on the
north three gates, on the south three gates, and on the
west three gates. And the wall of the city had twelve
foundations, and on them the twelve names of the
twelve apostles of the Lamb.

,Q5HYHODWLRQ-HVXVVD\V´+HZKRFRQTXHUV,
ZLOOPDNHDSLOODULQWKHWHPSOHRIP\*RGµ7KLV-HUXVDOHP
is that temple (it appears), and it is built with people. Names
are inscribed on the gates and on the foundations . . . names
like Judah, who sold his brother Joseph into slavery and
fornicated his daughter-in-law Tamar . . . names like Peter,
who lied about Jesus and ran like a coward . . . names like
John, who wanted to murder an entire Samaritan village,
who is also seeing this vision.
The city is built with liars, fornicators, and
PXUGHUHUV ZKR KDYH EHHQ UHGHHPHG ,W·V EXLOW ZLWK -RKQ
who must have wondered at times as he was exiled on
Patmos, Is all my work and struggle and ministry just in
vain? Was Jerusalem all in vain?
All the people, all the faith, all the hope, all the love
that went into building that old Jerusalem was not in vain.
In time, they built a Jerusalem of stone, which the
Romans destroyed. But with their faith, hope, and love God
built the heavenly Jerusalem in eternity. Faith, hope, and
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love abide . . . that labor is not in vain.
We think faith, hope, and love are tools they use for
building the city. Maybe building the city was the tool God
used for building faith, hope, and love . . . the eternal city.
Well . . . He makes all things new, so nothing you give Him
is wasted.
Some of you are discouraged;; some of you are tired;;
some of you are confused;; some of you feel wretched
because of sin. Surrender it . . . give each moment to Jesus in
the obedience of faith, and that moment becomes gold brick
in the eternal city. It fits perfectly, for it was prepared before
time by God.
History is like a backwards explosion. Do you
remember in school when the teacher would play a movie
backwards³reverse time? We would watch an explosion or
a wreck backwards. All the burnt, confused, old pieces
would miraculously fly together, from the end to the
beginning, and make something new that was old.
Jesus is end and beginning. He can play the Big Bang
forwards and backwards. I think the biggest bang is not the
beginning but the end of time, when it all comes together in
wonder through His cross. He is playing the biggest bang
backwards.
The night the hamster bomb went off at my house
and all Hell broke loose and then my children repented, read
Bible stories, and prayed ³ all the pieces will come together
in the new creation . . . hamsters everywhere and a city built
with the faith, hope, and love of children.
Well, the New Jerusalem is built with people. II
&RULQWKLDQV  ´,I DQ\RQH LV LQ &KULVW KH LV D QHZ
FUHDWLRQµ 0\ GDG·V ERG\ LV ROG EXW KLV VSLULW LV QHZ 0\
EULGH·VERG\LVJUHDW EXWJHWWLQJROG +HUVSLULWLVDQHZ
creation. She is a mystery and wonder far greater than the
day I met her.
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7KH QHZ FUHDWLRQ LV DOUHDG\ KHUH LQ *RG·V SHRSOH
Church will get old or new . . . unless you realize church is
*RG·VSHRSOHDQGWKHQWKHROGLVIRUHYHUQHZ
´:HQRORQJHUYLHZDQ\RQHIURPDKXPDQSRLQWRI
YLHZµ ZULWHV 3DXO ´2QFH ZH VDZ &KULVW IURP D KXPDQ
point of view;; we see Him that way no longer. Therefore, if
DQ\RQHLVLQ&KULVWKHLVDQHZFUHDWLRQµ
The new creation has already invaded the old
creation. It was born into an old, dirty stable and lain in a
manger. In that manger, in human flesh, was the bottomless
depths of the Father, our Lord God. Mysteries unimaginable
and wonders that will never cease.
,Q 5HYHODWLRQ  -HVXV VD\V ´7KH 1HZ -HUXVDOHP LV
FRPLQJGRZQµ,WLVFRPLQJGRZQEXWGR\RXKDYHH\HVWR
see? Most people walked past the stable that Christmas. But
some shepherds entered in through that stable door, they
wondered, and they lived.
+HEUHZV´<RXKDYHFRPHWR0RXQW=LRQWRWKH
city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem . . . and to
Jesus the mediator of a new covenant. See that you do not
UHIXVH KLP ZKR LV VSHDNLQJµ :KHQ ZH KHDU WKH :RUG LQ
faith, New Jerusalem comes down. In faith, hope, and love
the New Jerusalem builds us.
3DXO VDLG ´7KH -HUXVDOHP DERYH LV RXU PRWKHUµ
(WHUQLW\JLYHVELUWKWRRXUWHPSRUDOLW\´$Q\RQHLQ&KULVWLV
a new creation. The old has passed away, the new has
FRPHµ )RUWKRVHSHRSOHWKHLUZRUOGPXVWEHZRQGHUIXO
My dad came over while I was writing this sermon.
All he does any more is talk about how wonderful everything
LV+HVDLG´3HWHUJRVKWKDWFKXUFKLVwonderful, and those
people are wonderful. Oh, Peter, I love this house, and your
kids are so wonGHUIXO (YHQ\RXUZLIHVKH·V wonGHUIXOµ
7KHQKHVDLGWKLVDQG,TXRWH´,ORYH&-470. I love going
up and down that highway. I love those foothills. They are
just wonGHUIXOµ$QG,VWDUWHGODXJKLQJ
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6RPHWLPHV,WKLQNP\GDGLVNRRN\%XWKH·VQRW,
WKLQN KH·V VWDUWLQJ WR VHH WKH 1HZ -HUXVDOHP WKURXJK WKDW
VWDEOH GRRU 0D\EH KH·V JHWWLQJ VR QHZ WKDW HYHU\WKLQJ LV
new to him.
You know, whenever we receive a moment in faith
(thank you, Jesus!) instead of fear, we live in that moment.
That moment is now DQGHWHUQDODQGQHZDQGWKDW·VZKHUH
´, $0µ LV³´*RG ZLWK XVµ³DQG ´+H PDNHV DOO WKLQJV
QHZµ
Maybe whenever we believe the new covenant and so
sing the new song with a new heart and new spirit and new life,
walking in newness of life . . . maybe we begin walking into
the New Jerusalem now . . . or at least see it by faith through
the stable door.
Whatever the case, one day a trumpet will sound,
DQGWKHUHZLOOEHQRGRXEW<RX·OOVHHLWZLWKDQHZERG\
DQGQHZH\HV$QG\RX·OOVD\´7KLVLVit! ,·Phome! Hey, look!
,W·V&- PDGHRIJROG DQG'DQ +LHWWEXW KH·VEXLOW
OLNH$UQROG6FKZDU]HQHJJHUµ
Everything old is forever new, and you recognize it,
for you have visited this country in faith, hope, and love.
In The Chronicles of Narnia, the world of Narnia
FRPHVWRDQHQGDWDQROGVWDEOHEXWLW·VDPDJLFVWDEOHIRU
RQFH \RX·UH LQ LW HYHU\WKLQJ LV QHZ /XF\ UHPDUNV ´,Q RXU
world too, a stable once had something inside it that was
ELJJHUWKDQRXUZKROHZRUOGµ
Well, some look in the stable door and see nothing
but refuse. But for those who love Aslan (the Great Lion),
they see a whole new world.
At the end, Aslan comes to the stable door and
URDUV´7LPHµDQGWKHJLDQWQDPHG7LPHZDNHVDQGHQWHUV
the stable. The stars fall;; Narnia ends. Those who could see
enter the open stable door. And those who would not see
walk into the eternal night. Inside the children find
themselves in a new outside, a new world. Lucy and Peter
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mourn the old world, and Digory says:

´/LVWHQ 3HWHU :KHQ $VODQ VDLG \RX FRXOG
never go back to Narnia, he meant the
Narnia you were thinking of. But that was
not the real Narnia. That had a beginning
and an end. It was only a shadow or a copy
of the real Narnia which has always been
here and always will be here: just as our own
world, England and all, is only a shadow or
FRS\RIVRPHWKLQJLQ$VODQ·VUHDOZRUOG<RX
need not mourn over Narnia, Lucy. All of
the old Narnia that mattered, all the dear
creatures, have been drawn into the real
Narnia through the Door. And of course it is
different;; as different as a real thing is from a
VKDGRZRUDVZDNLQJOLIHLVIURPDGUHDPµ
It was the Unicorn who summed up
what everyone was feeling. He stamped his
right forehoof on the ground and neighed,
DQG WKHQ FULHG ´, KDYH FRPH KRPH DW ODVW
This is real country! I belong here. This is
the land I have been looking for all my life,
though I never knew it till now. The reason
why we loved the old Narnia is that it
sometimes looked a little like this. Bree-heeKHH&RPHIXUWKHUXSFRPHIXUWKHULQµ
They go further up and further in, and it gets better
DQG EHWWHU ´PRUH UHDO DQG PRUH EHDXWLIXOµ ´ZRUOG ZLWKLQ
ZRUOG1DUQLDZLWKLQ1DUQLDµXQFHDVLQJZRQGHU7KH\ILQG
their parents from England, and then Aslan appears and
says:
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´<RXU IDWKHU DQG PRWKHU DQG DOO RI \RX
are³as you used to call it in the
Shadowlands³dead. The term is over: the
holidays have begun. The dream is ended:
WKLVLVWKHPRUQLQJµ
And as He spoke He no longer
looked to them like a lion;; but the things that
began to happen after that were so great and
beautiful that I cannot write them. And for
us this is the end of all the stories, and we
can most truly say that they all lived happily
ever after. But for them it was only the
beginning of the real story . . . which goes on
forever: in which every chapter is better than
the one before.
/LVWHQWRWKH2QHZKRLVVSHDNLQJ´%HKROG,PDNHDOO
WKLQJVQHZµ%HOLHYHWKH:RUGDQGOLYH
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Further Reading

´/LIW XS \RXU H\HV WR WKH KHDYHQV DQG ORRN DW WKH HDUWK
beneath;; for the heavens will vanish like smoke, the earth
will wear out like a garment, and they who dwell in it will die
like gnats;; but my salvation will be for ever, and my
GHOLYHUDQFHZLOOQHYHUEHHQGHGµ
-Isaiah 51:6
For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of
the sons of God;; for the creation was subjected to futility,
not of its own will but by the will of him who subjected it in
hope;; because the creation itself will be set free from its
bondage to decay and obtain the glorious liberty of the
children of God.
-Romans 8:19-21
Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of
persons ought you to be in lives of holiness and godliness,
waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God,
because of which the heavens will be kindled and dissolved,
and the elements will melt with fire! But according to his
promise we wait for new heavens and a new earth in which
righteousness dwells.
-II Peter 3:11-13
In speaking of a new covenant he treats the first as obsolete.
And what is becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to
vanish away.
-Hebrews 8:13
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From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human
point of view;; even though we once regarded Christ from a
human point of view, we regard him thus no longer.
Therefore, if any one is in Christ, he is a new creation;; the
old has passed away, behold, the new has come.
-II Corinthians 5:16-17
For he has made known to us in all wisdom and insight the
mystery of his will, according to his purpose which he set
forth in Christ as a plan for the fulness of time, to unite all
things in him, things in heaven and things on earth.
-Ephesians 1:9-10
´,W VHHPV WKHQµ VDLG 7LULDQ VPLOLQJ KLPVHOI ´WKDW WKH
stable seen from within and the stable seen from without are
WZR GLIIHUHQW SODFHVµ ´<HVµ VDLG WKH /RUG 'LJRU\ ´,WV
LQVLGH LV ELJJHU WKDQ LWV RXWVLGHµ ´<HVµ VDLG 4XHHQ /XF\
´,QRXUZRUOGWRRDVWDEOHRQFHKDGVRPHWKLQJLQVLGHLWWKDW
ZDVELJJHUWKDQRXUZKROHZRUOGµ
He [Aslan] went to the Door and they all followed
KLP+HUDLVHGKLVKHDGDQGURDUHG´1RZLWLVWLPHµWKHQ
ORXGHU´7LPHµWKHQVRORXGWKDWLWFRXOGKDYHVKDNHQWKH
VWDUV´7,0(µ7KH'RRUIOHZRSHQ
´7KH(DJOHLVULJKWµVDLGWKH/RUG'LJRU\´/LVWHQ
Peter. When Aslan said you could never go back to Narnia,
he meant the Narnia you were thinking of. But that was not
the real Narnia. That had a beginning and an end. It was
only a shadow or a copy of the real Narnia which has always
been here and always will be here: just as our own world,
England and all, is only a shadow or copy of something in
$VODQ·VUHDOZRUOG<RXQHHGQRWPRXUQRYHU1DUQLD/XF\
All of the old Narnia that mattered, all the dear creatures,
have been drawn into the real Narnia through the Door.
And of course it is different;; as different as a real thing is
IURPDVKDGRZRUDVZDNLQJOLIHLVIURPDGUHDPµ
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It was the Unicorn who summed up what everyone
was feeling. He stamped his right forehoof on the ground
DQG QHLJKHG DQG WKHQ FULHG ´, KDYH FRPH KRPH DW ODVW
This is real country! I belong here. This is the land I have
been looking for all my life, though I never knew it till now.
The reason why we loved the old Narnia is that it sometimes
looked a little like this. Bree-hee-hee! Come further up,
FRPHIXUWKHULQµ
´, VHHµ VKH >/XF\@ VDLG DW ODVW WKRXJKWIXOO\ ´, VHH
now. This garden is like the stable. It is far bigger inside than
it was outside. . . . This is still Narnia, and more real and
more beautiful than the Narnia down below, just as it was
more real and more beautiful than the Narnia outside the
stable door! I see . . . world within world, Narnia within
1DUQLDµ´<HVVDLG0U7XPQXV´OLNHDQRQLRQH[FHSW
that as you continue to go in and in, each circle is larger than
WKHODVWµ
7KHQ $VODQ WXUQHG WR WKHP DQG VDLG ´<RX GR QRW
\HWORRNVRKDSS\DV,PHDQ\RXWREHµ/XF\VDLG´:H·UH
so afraid of being sent away, Aslan. And you have sent us
EDFNLQWRRXURZQZRUOGVRRIWHQµ´1RIHDURIWKDWµVDLG
$VODQ ´+DYH \RX QRW JXHVVHG"µ 7KHLU KHDUWV OHDSHG DQG D
ZLOG KRSH URVH ZLWKLQ WKHP ´7KHUH was a real railway
DFFLGHQWµVDLG$VODQVRIWO\´<RXUIDWKHUDQGPRWKHUDQGDOO
of you are³as you used to call it in the Shadowlands³
dead. The term is over: the holidays have begun. The dream
LVHQGHGWKLVLVWKHPRUQLQJµ
And as He spoke He no longer looked to them like a
lion;; but the things that began to happen after that were so
great and beautiful that I cannot write them. And for us this
is the end of all the stories, and we can most truly say that
they all lived happily ever after. But for them it was only the
beginning of the real story. All their life in this world and all
their adventures in Narnia had only been the cover and the
title page: now at last they were beginning Chapter One of
the Great Story which no one on earth has read: which goes
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on forever: in which every chapter is better than the one
before.
-C. S. Lewis, The Last Battle
What the caterpillar calls the end, God calls a butterfly.
-James Hewitt
´%HKROG,DPPDNLQJDOOWKLQJVQHZµ
-Revelation 21:5
*****
But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the
living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable
angels in festal gathering, and to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to a judge who is God
of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect, and to
Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled
blood that speaks more graciously than the blood of Abel.
See that you do not refuse him who is speaking.
-Hebrews 12:22-25a
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Feeling Sexy
&UXVKLQJWKH6HUSHQW·V+HDG
(Revelation 21:9-22:5)

Pastor Walter Wangerin writes:
The woman sitting before me has a . . .
problem so difficult to state that she twists
her fingers in silence. She has come alone
and looks . . . lonely.
´,·P VRUU\µ VKH VD\V ´, MXVW GRQ·W
NQRZKRZWRVD\LWµ
´7DNH\RXUWLPHµ,VD\
She smiles a small apologetic smile.
´+HµVKHVD\V³VKH·VUHIHUULQJWRKHUDEVHQW
husband. The problem is in their marriage.
´:KHQHYHU ZH DK PDNH ORYHµ VKH VD\V
dropping her eyes . . . .
As though she has just made up her
mind, she says the sentence smoothly:
´:KHQHYHU ZH PDNH ORYH KH ODXJKVµ 6KH
looks up. Her eyes question me.
´$W\RX"µ,DVN´+HODXJKVDW\RX"µ
´1R2KQRµ1RZVKHLVFRQFHUQHG
WKDW , GRQ·W PLVXQGHUVWDQG ´1R KH ODXJKV
IRUMR\µ
This is what she thinks the problem
LVKHUKXVEDQG·VSOHDVXUHDWHQWHULQJKHU
. . . He laughs like a boy at a new joke;; the
tears run down his cheeks and he kisses her.
´'RHVWKHQRLVHGLVWUDFW\RX"µ,DVN
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´, GRQ·W WKLQN VRµ VD\V WKH ZRPDQ
:H·UHWDONLQJDERXWKHUIHHOLQJVQRZVRVKH
drops her eyes again and twists her fingers.
´,µVKHZKLVSHUVEOXVKLQJ´,VRUWRIJLJJOH
ZLWKKLP+H·VKDYLQJVRPXFK³µ+HUSRRU
face blazes with embarrassment;; her voice
IDOOV WR D GLVWDQW ZKLVSHU ´³so much fun,
\RXNQRZ%XWWKDWLVQ·WULJKWLVLW",VQ·WKH
EHLQJ , GRQ·W NQRZ GLVUHVSHFWIXO OLNH
laughing in church? And then, when I laugh
too, I feel so³JXLOW\µ
She feels shame.
In Genesis 2, God makes man, and then He makes
+LV EULGH IURP WKH PDQ·V EOHHGLQJ ZRXQGHG VLGH 9HUVH
twenty-IRXU ´7KHUHIRUH D PDQ OHDYHV KLV IDWKHU DQG KLV
PRWKHUDQGFOHDYHVWRKLVZLIHDQGWKH\EHFRPHRQHIOHVKµ
,Q (SKHVLDQV  3DXO ZULWHV ´7KLV P\VWHU\ LV D
profound one, and I am saying it refers to Christ and
KLVFKXUFKµ
*HQHVLV´$QGWKHPDQDQGKLVZLIHZHUHERWK
naked and were not ashamed. Now the serpent was more
subtle than any other wild creature that the Lord God had
PDGHµ7KHVHUSHQW WKH$QFLHQW'UDJRQ WHPSWV(YH(YH
takes the fruit and gives some to Adam.
´7KHQWKHH\HVRIERWKZHUHRSHQHGDQGWKH\NQHZ
that they were naked;; and they sewed fig leaves together and
made themselves aprons. And they heard the sound of the
/RUG*RGZDONLQJLQWKHJDUGHQLQWKHFRRORIWKHGD\µ

3VDOP  ´,Q WKH SUHVHQFH RI WKH /RUG WKHUH LV
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fullness of joy. At his right hand are pleasures for
HYHUPRUHµ
They heard the sound of the Lord walking in the
JDUGHQ´DQGWKHPDQDQGKLVZLIHKLGWKHPVHOYHVIURP
the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the
garden. But the Lord God called to the man and said to him,
¶:KHUHDUH\RX"·$QG$GDPVDLG¶,KHDUGWKHVRXQGRIWKHH
in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked;; and I
KLGP\VHOI·µ
A pastor went to visit one of his parishioners. He
rang the doorbell, waited, and no one came. Finally, he took
out his card, wrote Revelation 3:20 on the back, and slipped
LWXQGHUWKHGRRU´%HKROG,VWDQGDWWKHGRRUDQGNQRFNLI
DQ\RQHKHDUVP\YRLFHDQGRSHQVWKHGRRU,ZLOOFRPHLQµ
Two days later the pastor received his calling card
back in an envelope with a brief note attached ³ Genesis
 ´, KHDUG WKH VRXQG RI WKHH LQ WKH JDUGHQ DQG , ZDV
DIUDLGEHFDXVH,ZDVQDNHGDQG,KLGP\VHOIµ
:H·YH EHHQ VWXG\LQJ WKH 5HYHODWLRQ :H UHDG
5HYHODWLRQ´%HKROG,VWDQGDWWKHGRRUDQGNQRFN
µ
Why GRQ·W we open the door? Why GRQ·Wwe invite
Him in? ³ not just with our heads but our hearts? Why
GRQ·W we thoroughly surrender in absolute and joyful
obedience? Why GRQ·W we invite Him into every dark corner
of our souls so every breath we take is the ecstasy of
unadulterated, passionate surrender? Why? ³ Because of
VKDPH$QGZH·YHKDGUHDVRQIRUVKDPH
:H·UH DOO OLNH RXU PRWKHU (YH ZKR WUXVWHG WKH
6QDNHDQGEHFDPHDKDUORW6RZHKLGHIURP*RGEXWZH·UH
desperate for communion and fulfillment. So we join
ourselves to idols: cars, houses, jobs, pornography, adultery;;
but that makes us only more ashamed. Then the presence of
the Lord is shame and drives us deeper into the trees, deeper
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into the dark, deeper into the closet. His glory becomes our
FULWLFLVPLW·VWKHVWRU\RI,VUDHO
7KURXJKWKHODZ*RGUHYHDOV´,VUDHO\RX·UHEHLQJD
ZKRUHµ 7KURXJK WKH SURSKHWV *RG FULHV ´,VUDHO \RX·YH
EHFRPH D KDUORWµ %XW LW RQO\ GULYHV ,VUDHO GHHSHU LQWR WKH
dark, into the closet, and she will not open the door and let
Him in. She has too much pride to surrender her shame.
$ FKLOG ZURWH LQ D VFKRRO SDSHU ´7KH -HZV ZHUH
proud people, and throughout history they had trouble with
WKH XQV\PSDWKHWLF JHQLWDOVµ , WKLQN KH PHDQW ´*HQWLOHVµ
EXW,KRSHKHJRWDQ´$µEHFDXVHKHZDVULJKW
In Acts 2, the problem with the Jews was an
uncircumcised heart, the unsympathetic genital of the soul;; a
heart unfeeling, sealed off to God, hiding in the dark, hiding
in the bushes.
The law was criticism driving them deeper into
shame.
Husband, you know that if you really want to make
love to your wife, the last thing you want to say when she
SXWVRQWKHOLQJHULHLV´+H\\RXSXWRQDIHZSRXQGVWKLV
ZHHNµ 7KDWPD\EHWUXHDQGLWPD\EHEHVWLIVKH KDGQ·W
and you may love her thoroughly and absolutely, but that
(criticism) will slam the door, my friend. And she may have
sex with you out of obedience, but not joyful surrender. Her
heart will be far from you.
-HVXVVDLG´7KLVSHRSOH>,VUDHO@KRQRUVPHZLWKWKHLU
OLSVEXWWKHLUKHDUWLVIDUIURPPHµ+HZDVTXRWLQJ,VDLDK
ZKR JRHV RQ WR VD\ ´7KHUHIRUH , ZLOO DJDLQ GR PDUYHORXV
WKLQJVZLWKWKLVSHRSOHµ
(]HNLHO SURSKHVLHV WR *RG·V ZKRULQJ %ULGH ´<HW ,
will establish with you an everlasting covenant. I will
FRQIRXQG\RXZKHQ,IRUJLYHDOO\RXKDYHGRQHµ
+RVHD  ´7KHUHIRUH EHKROG , ZLOO DOOXUH KHU
romance her, entice her, and bring her into the wilderness
and speak tenderly to her, and there I will give her her
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vineyards;; there I will make the Valley of Achor [Valley of
7URXEOH@ D GRRU RI KRSHµ 7KDW LV ´,·OO WDNH P\ ZKRULQJ
%ULGH WKURXJK WURXEOH DQG WKHUH LQ WKDW ZLOGHUQHVV ,·OO
provide a door. I will show my grace and romance her heart
RXWRIWKHGDUNQHVVµ
Israel of God, Lookout Mountain Community
Church, we were born into the wilderness. And Christ is the
door.
In Revelation 17, one of the seven bowl angels takes
John to the wilderness. There he sees the Great Whore,
DQGKHKHDUV*RGFDOO´&RPHRXWRIKHUP\SHRSOHµ
In Revelation 19, the Word of God³Christ Jesus³
conquers.
In Revelation 21, one of the seven bowl angels takes
John to the mountain and shows him the Bride of Christ
coming down from God.
Jesus takes His whoring Bride and washes her with
His blood³His Word. Jesus has entered the shadows³
entered the closet³and He whispers:
Eve, Eve . . . I went to the tree. I was crucified on
the tree. You handed me the evil fruit (for I am
always with you), and I was not deceived, but I took
the curse for the love of you.
I am the last Adam, and I am your Lord. I
died for you. So see my face . . . your scars on my
brow;; your bruises on my back. Now see the glory
RI *RG VKLQLQJ LQ P\ IDFH <HV P\ (YH \RX·YH
sinned immeasurably. But I have already loved you
immeasurably more.
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Ephesians 5:
Even so husbands love your wives as Christ loved
the church and gave himself up for her, that he
might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the
washing of water with the Word, that he might
present the church to himself in splendor without
spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be
holy and without blemish.
He whispers:
Eve, Eve . . . come out of the darkness. I bear your
curse, and now look in my mirror . . . not the old law
but my perfect law³the law of liberty³my grace . .
. and see yourself clothed in my righteousness. And
QRZ(YHLW·VRXUZHGGLQJ GD\6D\ ´,GRµZLWKDOO
your heart, so you would laugh with joy as I enter
you and give you life for evermore. Look in my
mirror and believe.
Revelation 21:9 is the last vision in the Revelation,
the last vision in scripture. This tells us what God is doing . .
. why the wilderness, why the Valley of Achor, why the curse,
why the pain, the seals, the trumpets, the bowls of wrath.
<RX·OO QHYHU XQGHUVWDQG WKH *RVSHO XQWLO \RX XQGHUVWDQG
ZKDWLWLV*RGZDQWV´(YHORRNLQWKHPLUURUDQGVHHZKR
\RXDUHµ

REVELATION 21:9-22:5: Then came one of the
seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven
ODVWSODJXHVDQGVSRNHWRPHVD\LQJ´&RPH,ZLOO
VKRZ\RXWKH%ULGHWKHZLIHRIWKH/DPEµ$QGLQ
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the Spirit he carried me away to a great, high
mountain, and showed me the holy city Jerusalem
coming down out of heaven from God, having the
glory of God, its radiance like a most rare jewel, like
a jasper, clear as crystal. It had a great, high wall,
with twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and
on the gates the names of the twelve tribes of the sons
of Israel were inscribed;; on the east three gates, on the
north three gates, on the south three gates, and on the
west three gates. And the wall of the city had twelve
foundations, and on them the twelve names of the
twelve apostles of the Lamb.

That means John looked and saw his name! This was
a mirror.

And he who talked to me had a measuring rod of
gold to measure the city and its gates and walls. The
city lies foursquare, its length the same as its breadth;;
and he measured the city with his rod, twelve
thousand stadia;; its length and breadth and height
are equal. He also measured its wall, a hundred and
forty-IRXU FXELWV E\ D PDQ·V PHDVXUH WKDW LV DQ
DQJHO·V 7KH ZDOO ZDV EXLOW RI MDVSHU ZKLOH WKH FLW\
was pure gold, clear as glass. The foundations of the
wall of the city were adorned with every jewel;; the first
was jasper, the second sapphire, the third agate, the
fourth emerald, the fifth onyx, the sixth carnelian,
the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth
topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, the
twelfth amethyst. And the twelve gates were twelve
pearls, each of the gates made of a single pearl, and
the street of the city was pure gold, transparent as
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glass.
And I saw no temple in the city, for its
temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the
Lamb. And the city has no need of sun or moon to
shine upon it, for the glory of God is its light, and its
lamp is the Lamb. By its light shall the nations
walk;; and the kings of the earth shall bring their
glory into it, and its gates shall never be shut by day-and there shall be no night there;; they shall bring
into it the glory and the honor of the nations. But
nothing unclean shall enter it, nor any one who
practices abomination or falsehood, but only those
who are written in the Lamb's book of life.
Then he showed me the river of the water of
life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God
and of the Lamb through the middle of the street of
the city;; also, on either side of the river, the tree of life
with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each
month;; and the leaves of the tree were for the healing
of the nations. There shall no more be anything
accursed, but the throne of God and of the Lamb
shall be in it, and his servants shall worship him;;
they shall see his face, and his name shall be on their
foreheads. And night shall be no more;; they need no
light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their
light, and they shall reign for ever and ever.

´(YHORRNLQP\PLUURUDQGVHHZKR\RXDUHµ
7KLVLVVRKDUGWRSUHDFKEHFDXVHLW·Vall here ´WKH
KRSHVDQGIHDUVRIDOOWKH\HDUVµ/LWWOHFKLOGUHQWKHUHLVQR
QLJKW KHUH DQG WKHUH LV QR FXUVH KHUH :H·UH EDFN WR WKH
Garden.
But Eve is not just in the Garden, the Garden is in
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Eve. The Garden and the city are the Bride of Christ. And
she is radiant (every precious stone;; supernatural gold;; pearls
for gates). She fulfills the prophesies of Ezekiel, Hosea, and
Isaiah;; the words of Jesus³Living Water³Light of the
World. She is twelve tribes and twelve apostles (Israel and
the Church). She is a cube, just like the sanctuary in the
temple, but 1500 miles wide, 1500 miles deep, and 1500
miles high. A big gal . . . she contains the throne of God;; she
is His temple and He is hers. She sees His face, and she has
His glory.
´(YHORRNLQWKHPLUURUDQGEHOLHYHZKR\RXDUHµ
Now, this is the future, for the first earth had passed
DZD\<HW-RKQZULWHV´%\LWVOLJKWVKDOOWKHQDWLRQVZDONµ
What nations?
,QYHUVHIRXUWHHQKHZULWHV´%OHVVHGDUHWKRVHZKR
wash their robes, that they may have the right to the tree of
life and that they may enter the city by the gates [those
pearls]. Outside are the dogs and sorcerers and fornicators
and murderers and idolaters, and every one who loves and
SUDFWLFHVIDOVHKRRGµ7KDWVRXQGVOLNHnow.
We already are the temple of God, according to Paul.
We are WKH%ULGHRI&KULVW-HVXVVDLG´+HZKREHOLHYHVLQ
PHRXWRIKLVKHDUWZLOOIORZULYHUVRIOLYLQJZDWHUµ+HVDLG
if we believe, we have eternal life now$QG-HVXVVDLG´:H
are WKH OLJKW RI WKH ZRUOGµ -HVXV WDXJKW +H ZDV D SHDUO
merchant who paid everything for the greatest pearl³His
Church.
$SHDUOLV*RG·VPLUDFOHZKLFKJHWVZUDSSHGDURXQG
a wound in an oyster buried in the mud. The Church is
*RG·VSHRSOHZUDSSHGDURXQGWKHwound of Jesus, buried in
this fallen world.
The gates are pearls. The gates are the Church now.
$QG DFFRUGLQJ WR 3DXO ZH·YH VHHQ WKH ´OLJKW RI WKH
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knowledge of the glory of God in our hearts already . . . the
JORU\RI*RGLQWKHIDFHRI&KULVWµ
+HEUHZVVD\V´<RX·YHFRPHWR0RXQW=LRQ
WRWKHFLW\RIWKHOLYLQJ*RGWKHKHDYHQO\-HUXVDOHPµ,QWKH
ILUVW FHQWXU\ -RKQ ZURWH ´7KH 1HZ -HUXVDOHP is coming
GRZQµ6RPHKRZLW·VDOUHDG\KHUH(WHUQLW\LVnow by faith.
Jesus is not the Ghost of Christmas Future. He is
the Alpha and Omega. So this is not what could be;; this is
what is . . . now . . . what is in eternity.
´(YHORRNLQWKHPLUURUDQGVHHZKR\RXWUXO\DUHµ
7KH SUREOHP LV WKDW ZH GRQ·W KDYH H\HV WR VHH ,Q
Ephesians 1, Paul prays for the seven churches in Asia
0LQRU´0D\WKHH\HVRI\RXUKHDUWVEHHQOLJKWHQHGWKDW\RX
may know . . . what are the riches of his glorious inheritance
LQWKHVDLQWVµ
You DUH&KULVW·VJORULRXVLQKHULWDQFHnow. (I used
WR UHDG WKDW YHUVH DQG IHHO VRUU\ IRU -HVXV ´*RG ZKDW D
GHSUHVVLQJJLIW 0D\EHZHGRQ·WNQRZZKDWJORU\RUEHDXW\
really is . . .
Remember in the fairy tale Shrek, the princess Fiona
is under a curse, and she turns into an ogre at night. But she
falls in love with the ogre Shrek, who saved her from the
dragon. She begins to think Shrek is beautiful, although the
ZRUOG WKLQNVKH·VXJO\:KHQ6KUHN NLVVHVKHUWKHFXUVH LV
broken, and she is forever gorgeous: that is, she is an ogre
during the day as well as during the night. And what we
thought was ugly is the greatest beauty to Shrek.
If beauty is in the eye of the beholder, there is one
beholder: the Lord God.
The world thought Jesus on His cross was an ogre,
but He is the romance of God. Nothing is more glorious,
and we reflect His glory. But unlike the movie, with Christ
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WKHFXUVHRQDOOFUHDWLRQLVEURNHQ6RDOOZLOOVHHZH·YHEHHQ
blinded by the god of this age . . . and nothing is more
beautiful than Christ and His Bride.
Nothing is more beautiful in all creation than
redeemed people, because redeemed people reflect the glory
of God through grace.
The great city is a harlot redeemed, a bride in love.
%XWUHPHPEHULWDOPRVWGLGQ·WKDSSHQLQWKHIDLU\WDOHIRU
Fiona thought the beautiful was ugly. She thought she was ugly.
So she hid herself every night in shame.
0D\EHZHGRQ·WNQRZZKDWUHDOEHDXW\LVVRZH
listen to the criticisms of the world . . . displaying our pride,
vanity, and dead works, but hiding our faith, hope, and love
for Jesus, who saves us³our testimony of His grace.
:HOO-HVXVVD\V´(YHSOHDVHORRNLQmy face. Look
in my mirror³my Word³and see what I have made you: my
Bride. Believe and come out of the shadows and into the
OLJKWµ
People of God, do you have any idea how gorgeous
you are to Him? How beautiful you are in eternity? How
valuable you are right now? He cannot love you more than
He already has and does. He desires you like the most
passionate groom longs for his bride on his wedding night.
But He will not storm the closet and rape you. He
will not rip you from the bushes and tear off your garments.
He wants you to want Him. He wants you to give yourself to
Him as a gift. He wants you to stop hiding in shame. What
is it He wants? He wants a loving Bride.
$JURRP·VZRUVWQLJKWPDUHRQKLVZHGGLQJQLJKWLV
that the bride will come out all wrapped in flannel, hiding
herself in shame. He wants the bride to dance into the room
VD\LQJ ´2K %DE\ ,·P KRW ,·P VH[\ $QG ,·P DOO IRU \RX
7DNHPHQRZ,·P*RG·VJLIWWR\RXµ
:KDWLVDEULGH·VZRUVWQLJKWPDUH"7KDWVKH·OOGDQFH
LQWRWKHURRPDQGWKHJURRPZLOOVD\´<XNµ-HVXVZLOOQRW
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say that to His naked Bride.
To confess your sins is to be naked before Him.
,I\RX·YHFRQIHVVHG\RXUVHOIWR+LP+HKDVZDVKHG
you with His blood. Believe the Gospel: You are the gift of
God for God. You are the gift of the Father given to the Son:
the Bride. You are the gift of the Son given to the Father:
His children.
Believing your value is not arrogant. Calling yourself
D´SLHFHRIFUDSµLVDUURJDQW+RZGDUH\RXFXUVH\RXUVHOI
condemn yourself, hate yourself, abuse yourself, demean
\RXUVHOIZKHQ*RGFDOOV\RX´%ULGHµ+HGLGQRWVXIIHUKHOO
for a piece of crap.
Believing your value is not arrogant, for the value
GRHVQ·WFRPHIURP\RX7KH1HZ-HUXVDOHPLVWKHFUHDWLRQ
of God. Your righteousness is the righteousness of Christ.
Believing your value is believing the cross of Christ and the
VDQFWLI\LQJZRUNRI+LV6SLULW´+HZKREHJDQDJRRGZRUN
LQ\RXZLOOEULQJLWWRFRPSOHWLRQµ,W·VDOUHDG\FRPSOHWHLQ
eternity;; complete in the now of faith.
Did you notice it was one of the seven bowl angels
who showed John the Harlot and the Bride? The seven
angels reminded us of the seven-fold Spirit: the Holy
Spirit³the Spirit in each church, working sanctification.
Whatever the case, the Church conquers by the
blood of the Lamb. He gives us His blood;; He makes us His
body. When we curse ourselves, we curse Christ.
Look at His side. Where did He get His scars? ³
7KH\·UH \our curses. Why would He do it? ³ To romance
\RX RXW RI KLGLQJ VR \RX·G ORRN DQG EHOLHYH +H KDV PDGH
you gorgeous, spotless, and without blemish. He finds you
thoroughly sexy in the best possible sense of the word. So
+HZKLVSHUV´&RPHRXW/HWPHVHH\RXUIDFH/HWPHKHDU
your voice;; for your voice is sweet, and your face is
JRUJHRXVµ
307

,W·VWKHHQGRIWKHVWRU\DQGZKDWGLG*RGZDQW"
Obedient robots? Knowledgeable scholars? Soldiers to
accomplish His mission? No. A Bride.
My bride has no mission statement. She has no
purpose. I mean, I did not marry her for some other goal. She
herself is the treasure;; my mission, purpose, and goal.
<RXDUH*RG·VWUHDVXUHnow, as you are. Believe who
you are already, eternally, and then you will give yourself
joyfully in the freedom of love. When you do that, every
mission will be accomplished, and every purpose will be
fulfilled in time. For the Lord enters His temple, and a river
of life will flow, and the Bride will begin to produce fruit.
When you do that, the King takes up residence, and you
VKLQH 7KH ´OLJKW RI WKH ZRUOGµ ´D FLW\ VHW RQ D KLOOµ 7KH
world sees the pearl of great price and longs to enter.
6DWDQ·V RQO\ KRSH LV WR PDNH \RX KLGH WKH JORU\
XQGHUDEXVKHO>6LQJLQJ@´+LGHLWXQGHUDEXVKHO"1R,·P
JRQQDOHWLWVKLQHµ
This little light of mine is the King of Glory on His
throne.
When you do that, when you surrender your heart,
\RX FRQTXHU -RKQ ZULWHV ´7KLV LV WKH YLFWRU\ WKDW
RYHUFRPHVWKHZRUOGRXUIDLWKµ
Stop hating yourself! Believe the Gospel. Look in
WKHPLUURUHYHU\GD\DQGVD\´*RGLVnuts about you. Jesus
died for the love of you. He gives nations for you. You are
FUHDWHG IRU +LV JORU\ <RX DUH SULFHOHVVµ :KHQ \RX SUD\
confess everything to Him and then bask in His love.
It is the greatest gift . . . yet I have such a hard time
doing it, and now I know why: It is the heart of my warfare
against the Ancient Dragon. There is a Snake trying
GHVSHUDWHO\ WR VFDUH PH EDFN LQWR KLGLQJ VD\LQJ ´6WRS
preaching, stop smiling, stop living. Get self-FRQVFLRXVµ+H
has no weapons except lies and my own shame, but he is
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subtle, and I have believed his lies.
$V ,·YH SUHDFKHG WKURXJK WKH 5HYHODWLRQ P\ ZLIH
Susan and I have spent a lot of time praying for a friend. I
mean this in all sincerity: She is one of the most (if not the
PRVW EHDXWLIXOEHOLHYHUV,·YHHYHUPHW6KHKDVDKDUGWLPH
VHHLQJLWEXW,GRQ·WDQG\RXZRXOGQ·WHLWKHU
Her father was a Satanist. (He worshipped the
Dragon.) She was raised in a coven. Her story is so painful I
GRQ·WWKLQN,ZRXOGEHOLHYHLWH[FHSWWKDWLQSUD\LQJIRUKHU
,·YHHQFRXQWHUHGWKHGHPRQLFLQZD\VWKDWKDYHEORZQ P\
PLQG 0RUH WKDQ WKDW ,·YH VHHQ WKH UHDVRQ WKH JORU\ DQG
the power of Christ in her like nowhere else in my
experience. Even more than that, my wife has walked
through the same visions with her, as they both described
them to me.
I suspect that at times my friend has battled Satan
himself. He tempts her to hide in shame, to curl up in a ball.
+H WHPSWV KHU WR FXUVH KHUVHOI DQG VD\ ´, KDWH P\VHOI ,
GHVSLVHP\VHOIµ
As a child, she was terribly abused and left in a
closet. As a young woman, it happened again. Satan tells her
WKDW·VZKHUHVKHEHORQJV KLGLQJZLWK(YHLQWKHGDUN %XW
you see, the snake is in the dark;; the Dragon is in the closet.
Jesus has shown her He has gone there too, to suffer
with her. She is terrified to let Jesus in, because of shame,
but He has shown her in visions her scars are His scars. Her
EORRGLVRQ+LVERG\+H·VURPDQFHGKHURXWRIWKHFORVHW
In visions, He has taken her out of those closets and
hundreds of other metaphorical closets, and He has covered
her in righteousness.
,QWRWKHYLVLRQ,·YHSUD\HG´-HVXVZRXOG\RXVKRZ
her how you VHHKHU"µ+HKROGVXSDPLUURU6KHORRNVDQG
VKH·V ZHDULQJ D GUHVV³a wedding dress entirely white. She
JDVSVLQDZHDQGZRQGHU,W·VDGUHVVVKHRZQV6KHERXJKW
it as an act of devotion some time ago.
309

I think my friend is free now of the old rituals and
FXUVHV DQG GHPRQLF DVVLJQPHQWV , WKLQN VKH·V DOPRVW
entirely free of the old fears. But this last year was the
KDUGHVW,ZRXOGSUHDFKRQWKH5HYHODWLRQDQGWKHQ,·GVHH
the battle fought in her.
During that time, in the heat of the battle, I
commanded my friend to hang the wedding dress on her
bedroom door and remember what Jesus told her . . .
remember how priceless she is, and invite Him into her
room and into her bed, her forever Bridegroom, to hold her
and to love her. When the dress was on the door and she
believed the Gospel, the Dragon was bound.
1RZ ,·YHVHHQLWKDSSHQ6KHLVQRWKHUSDVW6KH·V
UHGHHPHG ,W·V WKH PRVW EHDXWLIXO DQG VWXQQLQJ IDLWK ,·YH
HYHU VHHQ 6KH·V ZDONHG WKURXJK WKH GRRU LQ WKH 9DOOH\ RI
Trouble, and nothing is more beautiful in all creation than
the Bride of Christ.
0\IULHQG·VVWRU\DQGKHUOLIHDQGZKDW,·YHVHHQKDV
blown my mind. It seems so strange yet totally familiar;; for
,·YH KHDUG WKH 6QDNH·V ZKLVSHUV DOO P\ OLIH ´+H\ 3HWHU
\RX·UH D SXVV\ <RX VXFN <RX·UH D SLHFH RI FUDS <RXU
VHUPRQLVVWXSLGZHDOOWKLQN\RX·UHDQLGLRW*RVLWLQWKH
FORVHWFXUOXSLQDEDOODQGGLHµ
%ULGHRI&KULVW\RX·YHKHDUGWKDWYRLFHWRR%XW
believe the Gospel;; step RQWKH6QDNH·VKHDGQHYHUHYHUKLGH
in shame again.
7KH HSLORJXH LV QH[W ZHHN %XW ZH·UH DW WKH HQG RI
the book, the end of the sixth day, and man has been
FUHDWHG LQ WKH LPDJH RI *RG +H KDV *RG·V JORU\ :KDW is
man? ³ A Bride that reflects the glory of her Groom. She is
created at the bleeding side of Jesus, and nothing is more
glorious in all creation.
6RWKHODVW$GDPZKLVSHUV´(YH(YHORRNZKDW
,·YHGRQH&RPHRXWRIWKHVKDGRZV7ZRVKDOOEHFRPHRQH
ERG\DQGZHZLOOGDQFHLQWKH)DWKHU·VOLJKWµ
310

,Q -HVXV· QDPH WKLV LV WKH FRPPDQGPHQW RI *RG
Believe! Amen.
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Further Reading

Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and
cleaves to his wife, and they become one flesh. And the man
and his wife were both naked, and were not ashamed. . . . So
when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and
that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be
desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate;; and
she also gave some to her husband, and he ate. Then the
eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were
naked;; and they sewed fig leaves together and made
themselves aprons. And they heard the sound of the LORD
God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the
man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the
LORD God among the trees of the garden.
²Genesis 2:24-25, 3:6-8
For Zion's sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem's
sake I will not rest, until her vindication goes forth as
brightness, and her salvation as a burning torch. The nations
shall see your vindication, and all the kings your glory;; and
you shall be called by a new name which the mouth of the
LORD will give. You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand
of the LORD, and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.
You shall no more be termed Forsaken, and your land shall
no more be termed Desolate;; but you shall be called My
delight is in her, and your land Married;; for the LORD
delights in you, and your land shall be married. For as a
young man marries a virgin, so shall your sons marry you,
and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so shall your
God rejoice over you. . . . And they shall be called The holy
people, The redeemed of the LORD;; and you shall be called
Sought out, a city not forsaken.
²Isaiah 62:1-5, 12
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´$QGZKHQ,SDVVHGE\\RXDQGVDZ\RXZHOWHULQJLQ\RXU
EORRG,VDLGWR\RXLQ\RXUEORRG¶/LYHDQGJURZXSOLNHD
SODQW RI WKH ILHOG· $QG \RX JUHZ XS DQG EHFDPH WDOO DQG
arrived at full maidenhood;; your breasts were formed, and
your hair had grown;; yet you were naked and bare. When I
passed by you again and looked upon you, behold, you were
at the age for love;; and I spread my skirt over you, and
covered your nakedness: yea, I plighted my troth to you and
entered into a covenant with you, says the Lord GOD, and
you became mine. . . . But you trusted in your beauty, and
played the harlot because of your renown, and lavished your
harlotries on any passer-by. . . . yet I will remember my
covenant with you in the days of your youth, and I will
establish with you an everlasting covenant. Then you will
remember your ways, and be ashamed when I take your
sisters, both your elder and your younger, and give them to
you as daughters, but not on account of the covenant with
you. I will establish my covenant with you, and you shall
know that I am the LORD, that you may remember and be
confounded, and never open your mouth again because of
your shame, when I forgive you all that you have done, says
WKH/RUG*2'µ
-Ezekiel 16:6-8, 15, 60-63

6D\ WR\RXUEURWKHU´0\SHRSOHµDQGWR\RXU VLVWHU´6KH
KDVREWDLQHGSLW\µ´3OHDGZLWK\RXUPRWKHUSOHDG--for she
is not my wife, and I am not her husband--that she put away
her harlotry from her face, and her adultery from between
her breasts;; lest I strip her naked and make her as in the day
she was born, and make her like a wilderness, and set her
like a parched land, and slay her with thirst. . . . Therefore,
behold, I will allure her, and bring her into the wilderness,
and speak tenderly to her. And there I will give her her
vineyards, and make the Valley of Achor a door of hope.
And there she shall answer as in the days of her youth, as at
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the time when she came out of the land of Egypt. And in
WKDW GD\ VD\V WKH /25' \RX ZLOO FDOO PH ¶0\ KXVEDQG·
DQGQRORQJHUZLOO\RXFDOOPH¶0\%D DO·)RU,ZLOOUHPRYH
the names of the Ba'als from her mouth, and they shall be
mentioned by name no more. And I will make for you a
covenant on that day with the beasts of the field, the birds
of the air, and the creeping things of the ground;; and I will
abolish the bow, the sword, and war from the land;; and I
will make you lie down in safety. And I will betroth you to
me for ever;; I will betroth you to me in righteousness and in
justice, in steadfast love, and in mercy. I will betroth you to
PHLQIDLWKIXOQHVVDQG\RXVKDOONQRZWKH/25'µ
²Hosea 2:1-3, 14-20
Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and
gave himself up for her, that he might sanctify her, having
cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, that he
might present the church to himself in splendor, without
spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy
and without blemish.
²Ephesians 5:25-27
Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls
FDPHDQGVDLGWRPH´&RPH,ZLOOVKRZ\RXWKHMXGJPHQW
of the great harlot who is seated upon many waters, with
whom the kings of the earth have committed fornication,
and with the wine of whose fornication the dwellers on
HDUWKKDYHEHFRPH GUXQNµ$QGKH FDUULHGPHDZD\ LQWKH
Spirit into a wilderness, and I saw a woman sitting on a
scarlet beast which was full of blasphemous names, and it
had seven heads and ten horns. . . . Then came one of the
seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last
SODJXHV DQG VSRNH WR PH VD\LQJ ´&RPH , ZLOO VKRZ \RX
WKH %ULGH WKH ZLIH RI WKH /DPEµ $QG LQ WKH 6SLULW KH
carried me away to a great, high mountain, and showed me
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the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from
God, having the glory of God, its radiance like a most rare
jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal.
²Revelation 17:1-3, 21:9-11
Sexual imagery is universal in human religious experience.
But when the living God in whose presence Moses had to
remove his shoes, is presented as a cuckold husband who
relentlessly pursues His wayward wife, some Christians have
protested that this is not only an outrageous symbol but a
blasphemous one. Why? Because the prophet Hosea implies
that God is sexually aroused in the presence of His people. .
. . Have you ever been sexually aroused to an intense
degree? Really stimulated in a sensuous way? Passionately
turned on? Both the Scripture and the liturgy of the
Christian community say that human sexual arousal is but a
SDOHLPLWDWLRQRI*RG·VSDVVLRQIRU+LVSHRSOH7KDWLVZK\
KXPDQ ORYH WKRXJK LW·V WKH EHVW LPDJH ZH KDYH LV VWLOO DQ
LQDGHTXDWHLPDJHRI*RG·VORYH1RWEHFDXVHLWRYHUGRHVLW
but because human desire with all its emotion cannot
compare with the passionate yearning of Jesus Christ. That
is why saints can only stutter and stammer about the reality,
why Blaise Pascal on his famous night of fire, November 21,
1654, could not speak a word, why Bede Griffiths wrote,
´7KHORYHRI-HVXV&KULVWLVQRWDPLOGEHQHYROHQFHLWLVD
FRQVXPLQJILUHµ
-Brennan Manning, Lion & Lamb
Over the years, I have come to realize that the greatest trap
in our life is not success, popularity, or power, but selfrejection. Success, popularity and power can indeed present
a great temptation, but their seductive quality often comes
from the way they are part of the much larger temptation to
self-rejection. When we have come to believe in the voices
that call us worthless and unlovable, then success,
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popularity, and power are easily perceived as attractive
solutions. The real trap, however, is self-rejection. As soon
as someone accuses me or criticizes me, as soon as I am
rejected, left alone, or abandoned, I find myself thinking,
´:HOOWKDWSURYHVRQFHDJDLQWKDW,DPDQRERG\µ>0\
dark side says] I am no good . . . I deserve to be pushed
aside, forgotten, rejected, and abandoned. Self-rejection is the
greatest enemy of the spiritual life because it contradicts the
VDFUHGYRLFHWKDWFDOOVXVWKH´%HORYHGµ%HLQJWKH%HORYHG
constitutes the core truth of our existence.
²Henri Nouwen, The Life of the Beloved
´<RXDUHWKHOLJKWRIWKHZRUOG$FLW\VHWRQDKLOOFDQQRWEH
KLGµ
²Matthew 5:14
Shyness is an obnoxious form of vanity.
²Fulton Oursler
0\EHORYHGVSHDNVDQGVD\VWRPH´$ULVHP\ORYHP\IDLU
one, and come away;; for lo, the winter is past, the rain is
over and gone. The flowers appear on the earth, the time of
singing has come, and the voice of the turtledove is heard in
our land. The fig tree puts forth its figs, and the vines are in
blossom;; they give forth fragrance. Arise, my love, my fair
one, and come away. O my dove, in the clefts of the rock, in
the covert of the cliff, let me see your face, let me hear your
YRLFHIRU\RXUYRLFHLVVZHHWDQG\RXUIDFHLVFRPHO\µ
My beloved is mine and I am his, he pastures his flock
among the lilies.
²Song of Solomon 2:10-14, 16
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Come, Lord Jesus!
Drink Till Drunk . . . by God
(Revelation 22)

*HQHVLVWKH*UHDW9HLOLQJ´*RGGURYHRXWWKH
man;; and at the east of the garden of Eden he placed the
cherubim, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to
JXDUGWKHZD\WRWKHWUHHRIOLIHµ

REVELATION 22:1-5: Then he showed me the
river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing
from the throne of God and of the Lamb through the
middle of the street of the city;; also, on either side of
the river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit,
yielding its fruit each month;; and the leaves of the
tree were for the healing of the nations. There shall
no more be anything accursed, but the throne of God
and of the Lamb shall be in it, and his servants
shall worship him;; they shall see his face, and his
name shall be on their foreheads. And night shall be
no more;; they need no light of lamp or sun, for the
Lord God will be their light, and they shall reign for
ever and ever.

We sure would like to get to that tree of life and that
river of the water of life, because sometimes we feel like
ZH·UHJRLQJWRMXVWdie of thirst.
At the beginning of The Silver Chair in The Chronicles of
Narnia, the girl Jill finds herself alone, guilty, and terribly
thirsty in a different world. She has just done a very prideful
and stupid thing, so she cries and cries and then finds
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herself extremely thirsty. She spies a beautiful stream across
a meadow. (Her thirst increases ten times.) As she turns to
the stream, she suddenly freezes in her tracks, for in front of
the stream is an immense lion . . . like the flaming sword
before the tree of life. The lion looks at her as if it knows
her.
´,I , UXQ DZD\ LW·OO EH DIWHU PH LQ D
PRPHQWµ WKRXJKW -LOO ´$QG LI , JR RQ ,
VKDOO UXQ VWUDLJKW LQWR LWV PRXWKµ $Q\ZD\
VKH FRXOGQ·W KDYH PRYHG LI VKH KDG WULHG
DQG VKH FRXOGQ·W WDNH KHU H\HV RII LW +RZ
long this lasted, she could not be sure;; it
seemed like hours. And the thirst became so
bad that she almost felt she would not mind
being eaten by the Lion if only she could be
sure of getting a mouthful of water first.
´,I\RX·UHWKLUVW\\RXPD\GULQNµ
. . . for a second she stared here and
there, wondering who had spoken. Then the
YRLFH VDLG DJDLQ ´,I \RX DUH WKLUVW\ FRPH
DQGGULQNµLWZDVWKH/LRQVSHDNLQJ
DQG WKH YRLFH ZDV QRW OLNH D PDQ·V ,W ZDV
deeper, wilder, and stronger;; a sort of heavy,
golden voice. It did not make her any less
frightened than she had been before, but it
made her frightened in rather a different
way.
´$UH\RXQRWWKLUVW\"µVDLGWKH/LRQ
´,·Pdying RIWKLUVWµVDLG-LOO
´7KHQGULQNµVDLGWKH/LRQ
´0D\ ,³could I³would you mind
JRLQJDZD\ZKLOH,GR"µVDLG-LOO
The Lion answered this only by a
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look and a very low growl. And as Jill gazed
at its motionless bulk, she realised that she
might as well have asked the whole
mountain to move aside for her
convenience.
The delicious rippling noise of the
stream was driving her nearly frantic.
´:LOO \RX SURPLVH QRW WR³do
DQ\WKLQJWRPHLI,GRFRPH"µVDLG-LOO
´,PDNHQRSURPLVHµVDLGWKH/LRQ
Jill was so thirsty now that, without
noticing it, she had come a step nearer.
´Do \RXHDWJLUOV"µVKHVDLG
´,KDYHVZDOORZHGXSJLUOVDQGER\V
women and men, kings and emperors, cities
DQGUHDOPVµVDLGWKH/LRQ,WGLGQ·WVD\WKLV
as if it were boasting, nor as if it were sorry,
nor as if it were angry. It just said it.
´,GDUHQ·WFRPHDQGGULQNµVDLG-LOO
´7KHQ\RXZLOOGLHRIWKLUVWµVDLGWKH
Lion.
´2K GHDUµ VDLG -LOO FRPLQJ DQRWKHU
VWHS QHDUHU ´, VXSSRVH , PXVW JR DQG ORRN
IRUDQRWKHUVWUHDPWKHQµ
´7KHUH LV QR RWKHU VWUHDPµ VDLG WKH
Lion.
-HVXVLVWKH/LRQLQ5HYHODWLRQ´/RWKHOLRQRIWKH
WULEHRI-XGDKWKHURRWRI'DYLGKDVFRQTXHUHGµ
+H LV WKH /LRQ DQG +H·V QRW D tame Lion. Like Mr.
%HDYHU VDLG ´6DIH"    :KR VDLG DQ\WKLQJ DERXW VDIH"
¶&RXUVHKHLVQ·WVDIHµ
6HH,WKLQNZH·UHMXVWOLNH-LOOGUHDGIXOO\WKLUVW\DQG
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ZH·UH EHJLQQLQJ WR VHH WKH ULYHU DQG WKH WUHH 7KH 1HZ
-HUXVDOHPLVFRPLQJGRZQDQG-HVXVVD\V´/HWKLPZKRLV
WKLUVW\FRPHµDQGZHVD\´7KDQN\RXEXWWKHUH·VDOLRQ
in the way. Could the lion go . . . somewhere else . . .
somewhen else . . . please"µ
If not, we try to tame the Lion. Human religion is
PDQ·V TXHVW WR PDNH WKH KRO\ *RG WDPH WR PDNH WKH
DZHVRPH*RGWULYLDO'RURWK\6D\HUVZURWH´:HKDYHYHU\
efficiently pared the claws of the Lion of Judah, certified
+LP ¶0HHN DQG PLOG· DQG UHFRPPHQGHG +LP DV D ILWWLQJ
KRXVHKROGSHWIRUSDOHFXUDWHVDQGSLRXVROGODGLHVµ
,·YH DOZD\V ORQJHG IRU WKH ZDWHU RI OLIH DQG WKH
power of God, but I remember the first time I saw a demon
FDVW RXW RI D PDQ $QG LW ZDVQ·W VXEWOH LW ZDVQ·W
manipulative hype;; it was obviously real and incredibly
powerful and meaningful.) I remember I was terrified . . . not
of the demon but of the One who cast it out . . . not of my
friend Scott but of the One whose name he invoked: Jesus,
the Lion of Judah.
I was terrified because it was entirely obvious that at
any moment He could eat me, if He so desired. So I tried to
remember how He looked on the flannel graph in Sunday
6FKRRO ´0HHN DQG PLOGµ , KDG DQ LQVDWLDEOH ORQJLQJ IRU
WULYLD PHDQLQJOHVV WKLQJV  , SUD\HG ´*RG FRXOG , MXVW
watch I Love Lucy IRU D ZKLOH"µ KLGH IURP WKH 0HDQLQJ LQ
trivia).
,·P VR WKDQNIXO IRU WKLV FKXUFK /DVW ZHHN FDXJKW
up in what I was saying, at two of the services I used a
politically incorrect potty word in quoting Satan, rather than
the more socially acceptable potty word. I believe I was
ELEOLFDO LQ P\ XVDJHDQG,PHDQWZKDW,VDLG :HOO,·PVR
thankful for this church, for there are many, many churches
from which I would have been fired this week.
,·YHZRQGHUHG+RZFDQWKH(YDQJHOLFDO&KXUFKJHW
so sidetracked by trivia? Do we really believe the meaning,
321

that Satan, the Ancient Dragon, wars against the Church?
%HFDXVH,MXVWFDQ·WLPDJLQHDZDUPRYLHZKHUHWKHVROGLHUV
are so easily offended by the nuances of potty words. Do we
believe ´WKHWLPHLVDWKDQGµ"7KDWZHDUHWKH%ULGHDQGWKH
Word³the Meaning³the Bridegroom³stands waiting to
fill us with life and joy?
0D\EH ZH·UH starting to believe the Meaning, so we
hide from the Meaning in trivia.
0D\EH ZH·UH QRW UHDOO\ RIIHQGHG DW WULYLD ZH·UH
offended by Him E\ ´WKH JROG OLRQ WKH EHDUGHG
bull³ which breaks through the hedges and scatters
WKHNLQJGRPRIRXUSULPQHVVµ /HZLV 
0D\EHWKH/LRQEHJLQVWRVFDUHXVEHFDXVH+H·V not
trivial. So we hide in trivia.
0D\EH+H·VQRWMXVWZRUGV
0D\EH+H·VQRWMXVWPHWDSKRUV

REVELATION 22:6-7: ´7KHVHZRUGVDUHIDLWKIXODQGWUXHµ

The Revelation is not a metaphor. In Revelation 19,
Jesus is called ´)DLWKIXODQG7UXHµ+H·VDOLYH+H·VWKH:RUG
+H·VWKH0HDQLQJDQGIURP+LVPRXWKFRPHVDVZRUGWKH
sword pierces to the division of soul and spirit, joint and
marrow.
+HFXWVXVZHGRQ·WFXW+LP+H·VQRWDPHWDSKRU
He is the meaning;; He is the Word that cuts us before the
tree of life.
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7KHQ KH VDLG WRPH ´7KHVHZRUGV DUH IDLWKIXODQG
WUXHµ$QGWKH/RUG*RGRIWKHKRO\SURSKHWVVHQW
His angel to show His servants the things which
PXVW VKRUWO\ WDNH SODFH ´%HKROG , DP FRPLQJ
quickly! Blessed is he who keeps the words of the
SURSKHF\RIWKLVERRNµ

The Lion scares us, so we try to keep Him trivial.
And we try to keep Him distant. But these things must take
SODFH´TXLFNO\µ ´WD[LµLQ*UHHN ,WGRHVQ·W·PHDQ´VRRQµDV
PXFK DV ´ZLWKRXW GHOD\µ ´DW RQFHµ ,W·V WKH ZRUG XVHG E\
the angel at the tomb on Easter morning when he says to
WKHZRPHQ´*RWHOOWKHGLVFLSOHVat onceµ
The Revelation of Jesus has been happening ever
VLQFH WKDW PRUQLQJ ´7KH NDLURV >WLPH@ LV DW
KDQGµ 5HYHODWLRQ   ´&KURQRV >WLPH@ VKDOO EH QR
PRUHµ 5HYHODWLRQ 
,Q'DQLHO'DQLHOLVLQVWUXFWHGWR´VHDOXSWKHVFUROOµ
because it pertains to the distant future and the time of the
HQG ,Q WKH 5HYHODWLRQ -RKQ LV WROG WR ´QRW VHDO XS WKH
VFUROOµEHFDXVHWKHWLPHLVDWKDQG
Eternal life (kairos) invades temporal existence
(chronos) now . . . whenever we walk by faith, and ultimately
at the end of the age, which I believe is also the day your
body dies and you breathe your last breath.
But Jesus and His kingdom are not distant, not just
in the distant past or just in the future on some chart. Jesus
is not distant.
He is The Bridegroom standing with longing at the
bedroom door.
He is The Wind that blows through your soul, crying
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