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Message 
[The theme from the movie “Rocky” plays in the background] 
Remember the trumpets? We’re still talking about the trumpets. We started two 
messages ago. They are the trumpets that sound back through space and time at the 
opening of the seventh seal, on the seven-sealed scroll in the right hand of God. And 
now I’d like to pick up right where we left off, at the opening of the seventh seal. 
 

 
Remember this picture? Last time I said: “Imagine that this is a soul . . . one lonely soul.” 
 
The Lord makes a soul with dust from the earth and breath from Himself. He says, “Do 
not eat from the tree in the middle of the garden, for the day you eat of it ‘dying you will 
die.’” The devil tempts the soul saying, “Dying you will not die, but you will be like God, 
knowing Good and evil.” 
 

 
The soul takes knowledge of the Good (and God alone is Good). 
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The soul takes knowledge of the Good from the tree, and becomes self-conscious, for 
now, the soul knows that it is not Good; it is alone. 
Before the fall God said, “It is not good for the Adam [ha adam—the man] to be alone.” 
 
A self-conscious soul is conscious of its own pain and pleasure . . .  
A self-conscious soul grows a self-conscious body that only feels it’s own pain and 
pleasure. It’s called the flesh. My flesh knows only its own pain and pleasure. 
 
Adam and Eve took from the tree in the middle of the garden and became self-conscious 
or self-centered. 
 
And so, they hid from God in the trees… 
 And they hid themselves from each other with leaves from the trees in the garden. 
 They tried to save themselves from God and the other. 
 

 
 

They made clothes.  
 Clothes are like a wall behind which you hide, safe . . . and alone.  
    (They are necessary right now, however.) 
 
The Lord found the man and the woman and kicked them out of the garden and barred 
their way to the tree in the middle of the garden, lest they eat of the tree, or continue to 
eat, and remain the way they were forever—alone. 
 
He kicked them out of the garden and cursed the world. Perhaps creation had already 
been subjected to futility. Whatever the case, the curse is like God’s first act of 
redemption—it means that Eve and Adam could not endlessly hide behind walls of their 
own construction; they could not remain endlessly alone. 
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Now imagine the surface of the earth covered with a world of these self-conscious and 
anxious souls. 
 

 
Suppose two of them formed an alliance . . . realizing that they could each best protect 
their own self interests from the interests of others with a wall around them both. 
 
Now if they didn’t just protect the self, but sacrificed the self . . .  
 

 
Something truly otherworldly could happen, but now we’re getting ahead of the game. 
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Sometimes several individuals form a contract to secure self-interest. 
  It’s often called a family, a clan or a tribe. 
  They develop traditions and rituals with which they create walls. 
  Sometimes (maybe even often times), they go to war with other tribes that uphold  
         different traditions and rituals. 
 

 
If several of these tribes live in one location they call it a city, and they create laws to 
protect individual rights, which is a nice way to say “self- interest.” 
Laws are walls of protection.  
 
  Some walls are better than other walls, but they’re still walls. 
  In ancient times, they would actually build a stone wall around the city 
 
The first act of open rebellion, after the fall—against a specific command of God, is 
building a city. 
 
Cain is commanded to wander, but instead, he builds a city. 
Jericho was a Canaanite city. 
As we’ve noticed several times while preaching through the Revelation, the Revelation is 
like a recapitulation or retelling of the entire Bible, and in particular the story of the 
conquest of Jericho at the  edge of the Promised Land, which is a picture of Eden. 
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You’ll remember that it was on the seventh day, the seventh time around, as the seven 
priests blew the seven trumpets before the Ark of the Covenant . . . it was then that the 
walls of Jericho came tumbling down. 
 
In the Revelation at the opening of the seventh seal, as the High Priest makes 
atonement, the seven angels blow seven trumpets, and the walls of this Cosmos, this 
world, start tumbling down. 
 
As the first four trumpets sound, we watch what appears to be natural disasters. 
As the last three trumpets sound, we watch some even more troubling disasters. 
And all these disasters appear to be the result of our prayer—our prayer that we prayed 
as we watched the High Priest make our atonement. At the opening of the seventh seal, 
we prayed, “God Save.” 
 
We often pray “God Save,” but we’re often not so clear as to what it is that God is saving 
us from. 
 
However, Scripture is very clear about what God is saving us from. God is saving us 
from our own bad judgment (which Scripture calls sin). He is saving us from our bad 
judgment, which causes us to construct walls, and remain alone: “It’s not good for the ha 
adam to be alone,” said God. “Not good” is “evil.” 
 
It’s ironic, isn’t it? 
We think we’re saved by walls . . . but maybe we need saving from walls.1 
 
As Israel crossed the Jordan, entering the Promised Land and preparing to march on 
Jericho, they met the Angel of the Lord, the Commander of God’s Army, the God-man, 
who is the Word of God and the Judgment of God. He’s not on the side of the Israelites 
or the Canaanites, but he has a drawn sword, and he’s going to war. He’s not going to 
war against people, but against the walls of Jericho. 
 
Inside the walls of Jericho is a Canaanite harlot named Rahab. She is the great, great, 
super great-grandmother of Jesus (Matt. 1:5). 
 
And outside the walls of Jericho is a Jew named Salmon… 
Salmon is the great, great super great-grandpa of Jesus. 
 
Salmon and Rahab will enter into a covenant that is a picture of the covenant between 
Christ and His body—the church—a covenant of communion. It’s not a covenant of self-
interest, but a covenant of self-sacrifice. 
 

                                                        
1 We think we’re saved from God’s judgment by our own judgment, which we then call 
good…When we’re actually saved from our own judgment by God’s Judgment, which is the 
very definition of the Good.  
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They will commune and produce a life named Boaz and eventually a baby wrapped in 
swaddling cloths and placed in a manger just outside the walls of Jerusalem in 
Bethlehem. 
 
I’m saying that the Body of Jesus, the Commander of the Lord’s Army, and the One who 
is now giving this vision to John . . . the Body, of that Jesus, is literally dependent on the 
destruction of the walls of  Jericho, but not just the walls of Jericho, all dividing walls of 
hostility that divide one  person from another person and all persons from God.  
 
“For this is the plan for the fullness of time to anakephalaio, (to bring together under one 
head), all things in Christ Jesus” (Eph.1:10). 
 
We are the Body of Christ Jesus. It’s the astounding truth that the modern American 
church has almost entirely missed. We’re not “like” Christ’s Body. We actually are 
Christ’s Body. In fact, everybody that’s anybody is most truly Christ’s Body. 
 
Righteousness is literally putting Him on like a garment (as Paul describes in Ephesians 
and Colossians). It’s putting off the old man, and putting on the New Man—just like 
Rahab put on Salmon, and gave birth to Life. 
 
The name Salmon means garment. Well anyway, the trumpets are sounding, Bride of 
Christ, and the walls of this world are crashing down. Is that bad news or good news? 
Well . . . that depends on your perspective. It depends on your hope. 
 
Romans 8:20 “Creation was subjected to futility… in hope. . . ”  hope of what? 
 
Last time, we observed that when human judgment reigns in the human soul, it looks 
something like this:  

 
 

 
Self-consciousness, self-interest, shame, anxiety and fear. 
It’s a soul pre-occupied with safety and never sacrifice. 
   



 

 7 

 
But when God’s Judgment reigns in the human soul, it looks something like this—it’s 
called Love. 
 

 
Now imagine the surface of the new earth covered with a world of these unself-
conscious and loving souls. See? It would look something like this. 
 
Not six billion lonely souls only banding together to protect their individual rights and 
thereby preserving their own death. . . but six billion cells all interconnected by one 
judgment, sacrificing themselves as one life in one Body—the Body of Christ. You can 
think of each red line as a nerve or a blood vessel circulating love and life in one happy 
body—the Body of Christ. 
 
The Body of Christ is the Kingdom of God manifesting on earth. 
Jesus came preaching “Repent! The Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.” 
 
“Repent,” does not mean, “Try harder.” Metanoia, literally means change your noia, your 
thinking. It means something like “wake up.” 
 
Wake up!  The Kingdom of Heaven is right here, at hand, if you only had eyes to see. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 8 

 
Do you see it? Can you even conceive of it? 
   
Or Jericho, Jerusalem, Children of Adam… 
 

 
Can you only see walls? 
 
Revelation 8:1-12, the first four trumpets, and it’s like creation itself turns against us—
weather, mountains, sun, moon, and stars seem to turn against humanity as if to destroy 
our illusion of control and expel us from this world—like a baby from a womb or a 
butterfly breaks free from the walls of its cocoon . . .  
 
Revelation 8:13 “Then I looked, and I heard an eagle crying with a loud voice as it flew 
directly overhead, ‘Woe, woe, woe to those who dwell on the earth.’”  Let me 
paraphrase: “Woe to those who consider Jericho to be their home… or Jerusalem to be 
their home—old Jerusalem, that is.” 
 
Revelation 8:13b-9:12 
 

Woe, woe, woe to those who dwell on the earth, at the blasts of the other trumpets 
that the three angels are about to blow!” And the fifth angel blew his trumpet, and I 
saw a star fallen from heaven to earth, and he was given the key to the shaft of the 
bottomless pit. He opened the shaft of the bottomless pit, and from the shaft rose 
smoke like the smoke of a great furnace, and the sun and the air were darkened with 
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the smoke from the shaft. Then from the smoke came locusts on the earth, and they 
were given power like the power of scorpions of the earth. They were told not to harm 
the grass of the earth or any green plant or any tree, but only those people who do 
not have the seal of God on their foreheads. They were allowed to torment [God isn’t 
doing but allowing] them for five months, [the lifespan of a locust is about five months] 
but not to kill them, and their torment was like the torment of a scorpion when it stings 
someone.  And in those days people will seek death and will not find it. They will long 
to die, but death will flee from them.  

 

In appearance the locusts were like horses prepared for battle: on their heads were 
what looked like crowns of gold; their faces were like human faces, their hair like 
women’s hair, and their teeth like lions’ teeth; they had breastplates like breastplates 
of iron, and the noise of their wings was like the noise of many chariots with horses 
rushing into battle. They have tails and stings like scorpions, and their power to hurt 
people for five months is in their tails. They have as king over them the angel of the 
bottomless pit. His name in Hebrew is Abaddon, and in Greek he is called Apollyon. 
(Apollyon means “destroyer”) 

  

The first woe has passed; behold, two woes are still to come. 
 
People have had all sorts of theories as to the identity of these locusts. Some have 
argued that they are Arabs, others that they are Catholics released by the Pope (who 
seems to have a key to the bottomless pit) and still others say Lutherans—watch out for 
the Lutherans. 
 
Futurists, like Hal Lindsey, have suggested Black Cobra helicopters spraying nerve gas 
from their tails. 
 
Preterists point to Ezekiel 9 and the mark placed on the faithful before the first 
destruction of Jerusalem, saying this must refer to the second destruction of  Jerusalem. 
 
Preterists often quote Josephus the ancient Jewish historian. Josephus records that for 
about five months, during the siege of Jerusalem, there were Jews who had rejected 
Christ and His warning to flee the city. They had locked themselves behind the city walls 
to save themselves from the Romans and were afflicted by roving bands of possessed 
men who dressed in women’s clothing and then raped and murdered their fellow Jews. 
 
Men’s faces, women’s hair, and teeth like lions—a plague of possessed Jewish End 
Times cross-dressers . . .  You didn’t see that one comin’ did ya? 
 
Well, no matter what you think of Josephus and his history of the Jews, a walled city 
under siege becomes a living hell. 
 
 
These locusts are released from the abyss. They remind us of the plagues upon Egypt.  
They’re described just like the locusts in Joel chapters one and two—the locusts that 
accompany the Day of the Lord. 
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I doubt that this has anything to do with Jewish cross-dressers, but everything to do with 
the fact that these locusts can hide behind beautiful female hair and under the crowns of 
kings and behind the faces of the children of Adam. 
 
They have been released by a star, an angel, fallen from heaven.  
They have as king over them, Apollyon, the Destroyer from the Abyss… 
These locusts don’t afflict plants, but people, and when they do, I suspect that it can look 
something like this: 
 
Clip from The Lord of The Rings: The Two Towers  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I think the locusts in Revelation 9 are demons. And what John saw is what Jesus saw, 
and what Jesus describes in Luke 10:18 

“I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven.” [Says Jesus to the seventy-two disciples] 
“Behold, I have given you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all 
the power of the enemy, and nothing shall adikeo you—that is harm you.” 

 
 
 
I think the locusts are demons. The demons inhabit the places wherein we have believed 
lies. They tempt us to build walls, which separate us from God and others. We think the 
walls are salvation, and in reality, they’re damnation. They literally damn the flow of life, 
and the life is in the blood. We think the walls preserve life, but they are a living death. 
We think they make heaven, but they are a prison that turns into Hell. 
 

 
Saruman: [Cackling laughter.]  You have no power here Gandolph the great.  
 
[Gandolph dramatically reveals his white robe. Saruman is now aware of his authority.] 

Gandolph: I will draw you Saruman as poison is drawn from a wound. [Eowyn enters 
and watches.] 
Saruman: If I go, Theoden dies.  
Gandolph: [Gandolph authoratively holds Sarumen back with his staff.]  

 You did not kill me; you will not kill him.  
[Saruman lurches toward Gandolph; Gandolph holds him back with his staff.  

Gandolph: Be gone! 
 
[Theoden collapses and Saruman leaves Theoden. Theodon begins breathing deeply. 
Eowyn runs toward him. Color and life return to Theoden’s face and he becomes 
younger. He begins to look around at those surrounding him.] 
 
Theoden: I know your face. [Eowyn looks into his eyes and smiles.] Eowyn? Eowyn! 
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I think the locusts are demons and at this point, my sermon becomes almost impossible 
for me to preach. 
• For some of you have never seen anything like that scene in The Lord of the Rings. 
• And others of you have even experienced what Theodin experienced when he was 

possessed in The Lord of the Rings. 
• According to Scripture, we all battle something like the thing that afflicted Theodin; we 

all battle malevolent spirits called demons. 
 
Scripture doesn’t really use the term possession, but it does use a Greek verb that would 
best be translated “demonized.” And if I understand correctly, we’re all afflicted—or 
demonized—by demons to some extent. 
 
However, in some people, a demon, or demons, can take over the psyche for a  time, in 
such a way that the demon controls the body of its host. I’ve prayed for innumerable 
people battling demons. And in a few instances, I’ve prayed for people that would 
manifest those demons and react violently to the name of Jesus—“God is salvation.” 
 
In every instance, I’ve realized that most of the lies that the demons speak are lies that I 
hear in my thoughts almost every day. And every lie basically amounts to this: “God is 
not Salvation.” That is, “God does not want to save.” Or “God is not able to save.” In 
other words, God does not love you, Peter Hiett; you better hide.” 
 
In every instance, where I’ve seen a demon manifest in a person, I’ve also learned that 
they were horribly abused in their past. Actually, every one of us has been abused to 
some degree. But these friends have been abused to a profound degree, and through 
the above the demon implants a lie and then inhabits the lie. 
 
It’s made me realize that I’m utterly incapable of judging anyone. And it’s made me 
realize that no man or woman is my enemy, but evil is my enemy. It’s made me realize 
that I can’t judge anyone, and it’s given me compassion for everyone; sinners are not my 
enemy; they are fellow prisoners, trapped by my enemy who abuses us all. 
 
For about fifteen years, Susan and I prayed repeatedly for one of these friends. She had 
been raised by a Satanist, ritually wed to the serpent, and sold as a  harlot—like Rahab. 
She had been like Rahab, and Jesus revealed that she was—and always had been His 
bride… the Bride of Christ. Nothing is more beautiful or pure than the Bride of Christ, 
who is the Mother of the Living. 
 
See? 
The greatest beauty is revealed in the place of deepest darkness. But now, this is 
important: verse 4 states that the locusts were only allowed to harm those that didn’t 
have  the seal of God on their foreheads. 2 

                                                        
2 [Ezekiel 9:4 Just before Jerusalem is destroyed a “man clothed in linen” (who 
looks like Jesus) is told to put a mark on the foreheads of the people who “mourn” 
the abominations of Jerusalem. These people were not to be killed but saved.] 
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 A few weeks ago, we learned that the seal is the Holy Spirit. 
 And the Holy Spirit gives us faith. 
 And faith is counted as righteousness. 
 
The word translated “harm” in verse 4 and Luke 10 is adikeo from dike, which means 
righteous—adikeo means unrighteous or take away righteousness. 
 
Now, in every person in which I’ve witnessed a demonic manifestation, that person has 
also confessed Christ, which means that they had faith and they were sealed. And yet, 
they were only sealed to the extent that they had faith. The true self was sealed, but not 
the false. In other words, the demon would gain access or power through a memory, or 
portion of their psyche, that didn’t believe “God is Salvation.” 
 
Often times, it was a memory of abuse that they had walled off or sealed up, like a city 
under siege. They walled off the memory but in the process trapped themselves in that 
memory believing the lie that God is not salvation—a lie, which then manifests as fear, 
shame, anxiety, isolation, resentment and a refusal to forgive. 
 
Demons can only exist in that darkness, like snakes and scorpions that dwell 
underground in garbage and darkness. But once a person sees the light shining in the 
darkness, the demon cannot return; it has to flee. What my friends have seen is Jesus in 
that place—bleeding for them.  
 
Jesus has given us authority over the evil one and his demons—and I’ve used it. It’s 
really quite astounding; it can blow your mind, but unless a person has faith in God is 
Salvation . . . the demon can return to that place that lacks faith.  
 
See? I think that’s true for all of us, whether or not a demonic spirit ever manifests or not.   
It’s true for all of us that struggle to love our enemies. 
It’s true for all of us that struggle to forgive. 
It’s true for all of us that struggle to believe we’re forgiven and thoroughly loved. 
It’s not an option that you believe (that you trust) God’s Relentless Love for you. 
It’s the Command of God, and the heart of your battle with the ancient serpent. 
 
In Ephesians, Paul wrote, “We wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against 
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this aion (this age), 
against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places” (Eph. 6:12). 
 
We all battle demons . . . 
They tempt us to build walls around our souls like a city under siege. 
They tempt us to darkness and then haunt us in that darkness. 
They tempt us with a false salvation—a bit of heaven that turns into hell. 
 
Folks used to call it idolatry. Now, I think we often call it addiction. It’s not just a mental 
illness—it’s a mental illness empowered by evil that afflicts us all. It’s sin. 
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We all wonder, “Why would God allow such a thing as sin?” 
 We’ll address that question over time. 
But if you wonder:  
 Why would God allow stinging locusts to inhabit our sin?  
 Why would God let snakes and scorpions inhabit the place we hide? 
 Why would God allow demons to infect our darkness?  
  Well, the demons do make you hate the darkness . . . don’t they?  
  
They make you hate the darkness, but that’s not the same as loving the Light; that’s still 
not repentance. 
 
Revelation 9:12-21 
 
 The first woe has passed; behold, two woes are still to come.  
 Then the sixth angel blew his trumpet, and I heard a voice from the four  

horns of the golden altar before God,  
 

[That’s where we saw our high priest who stood on the altar as if sacrificing Himself for 
our atonement.] 
 

…I heard a voice from the four horns of the golden altar before God, saying to the 
sixth angel who had the trumpet, “Release the four angels who are bound at the great 
river Euphrates.” So the four angels, who had been prepared for the hour, the day, 
the month, and the year, were released to kill a third of mankind. The number of 
mounted troops was twice ten thousand times ten thousand [that’s 200 million]; I 
heard their number. And this is how I saw the horses in my vision and those who rode 
them: they wore breastplates the color of fire and of sapphire and of sulfur [theion], 
and the heads of the horses were like lions’ heads, and fire and smoke and sulfur 
[theion] came out of their mouths. By these three plagues a third of mankind was 
killed, by the fire and smoke and sulfur coming out of their mouths.  For the power of 
the horses is in their mouths and in their tails, for their tails are like serpents with 
heads, and by means of them they wound. The rest of mankind, who were not killed 
by these plagues, did not repent of the works of their hands nor give up worshiping 
demons and idols of gold and silver and bronze and stone and wood, which cannot 
see or hear or walk, nor did they repent of their murders or their sorceries or their 
sexual immorality or their thefts. 

 
Chapter 9 is followed by an interlude—full of some strange and outrageous preaching. 
Then in 11:14 we read: “The second woe has passed; behold, the third woe is soon to 
come.”  
 
The fifth trumpet and the sixth trumpet are the first two of three woes… 
And no one repents. 
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At the sixth trumpet, John sees 200 million from “over the Euphrates”—not from the 
Abyss, like the locusts, but from over the Euphrates like an army. Armies usually 
attacked Israel from over the Euphrates… 
 
Some have argued that they were the Romans, for the Roman legion that  destroyed 
Jerusalem in 70 AD had been stationed beyond the Euphrates. Others have argued that 
these are the Turks attacking Constantinople in the 15th century.  In either scenario, the 
200 million would have to be symbolic of  “a lot.” 
 
Hal Lindsey argued it must not be symbolic but literal and that this must refer to the 
Chinese, for who else could ever field an army of 200 million. But it is not just soldiers, 
it’s 200 million horses. Lindsey says the horses are tanks—200 million tanks crossing 
the Euphrates; that’s hard to believe.  
 
Maybe it’s every army that ever marched? At the next trumpet loud voices in heaven 
Psalm 2.“Why do the nations rage?” Answer: “The kings of the earth rise up and the 
rulers take counsel together against the Lord and against his Messiah”—that’s Jesus, 
which means God is Salvation.” Every ruler in this world advertises himself as 
salvation—and marches to prove it. 
 
Maybe it’s every army that ever marched. The fact that they’re prepared for the hour day 
month and year suggests that it all happens according to plan. 
 
Whatever the case, the mounted troops look a bit like the demons we just saw. Actually, 
they look like a lion coming and a serpent leaving. It’s like they pretend to be godly—
sapphire is the color of the pavement under the throne of God in Exodus. And it’s 
theion— divinity or holy fire that comes from his mouth in the Old Testament. 
 
At the fifth trumpet we see demons and at the sixth I think we see armies demonized by 
demons and rulers pretending to be God. 
 
Saint Paul wrote, “We battle not against flesh and blood, but principalities and powers, 
the world rulers or rulers of this present age (aion) of darkness” (Eph. 6:12). 
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You see? It’s not just individuals that are “demonized” but institutions, patterns of 
thought, psychologies, social systems and all the governments of this world.  
 

 
It’s not just individuals, but societies that bind themselves together with covenants of 
self-centeredness.  
  And so of course, societies and nations are always at war with each other.  
  They worship idols that aren’t actually gods, but demons. 
 
And now I know some of you may be nervous . . . for my diagram shows Jericho as a 
Canaanite city that stands condemned. And Jerusalem looks just like Jericho. 
 
There is a bizarre stream of thought in American Evangelicalism; it teaches that to 
criticize Jerusalem is a great sin and even to be cursed. 
 
It’s an utterly bizarre idea, promoted by people that seem to be unaware that  those 
who most criticized Israel and Jerusalem were named Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and 
Jesus. 
 
 
 
 
In Matt. 23 Jesus issues seven woes to the religious leaders of Israel and then says,  
 

“I send you prophets… whom you will kill and crucify… so that on you may come all 
the righteous blood shed on earth… Truly, I say to you, all these things will come 
upon this generation. O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and 
stones those who are sent to it! How often would I have gathered your children 
together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing! See, 
your house is left to you desolate.” 
 

In Revelation 11, He will refer to Jerusalem as Sodom. 
And in chapter 18 she appears to be Babylon, in verse 2 “the dwelling place of demons.” 
 
Make no mistake: Jesus loves Jerusalem. He absolutely adores Jerusalem. 
 He loves her so much that He will not allow her to remain as she is. 
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As we preached a few weeks ago, Israel was “blessed to be a blessing to all the nations 
of the earth,” but Israel did not trust “God is Salvation.” She believed that she was her 
own salvation. And so she crucified “God is Salvation” just outside her city walls on a 
tree. She was a covenant of self-interest, only worse, for she did it in the name of God. 
 
I wonder if the worldly institution that we call “the church” could sometimes be nothing 
more than a covenant of self-interest that is a covenant with death? 
 
In Isaiah 28, Isaiah prophesies the coming of the Messiah to the city of Jerusalem and 
then in verse 18 we read, “Then your covenant with death will be annulled and your 
agreement with Sheol will not stand.” 
 
Do you understand? Sheol (Hades in the Greek, often translated “Hell” in English) is a 
covenant with death, and death is to be cut off from The Life. Sheol begins on the 
surface of the earth . . . and Sheol can continue under the earth after the body dies…  
It’s like self-consciousness and only self-consciousness, a continuous consciousness of 
being utterly alone—even if harassed by demons.  
 
In Rev. 9:6 we read that, “In those days people will seek death and will not find it.” 
I think that may be a reference to Sheol… AND to the fact that we can’t save ourselves 
from death, with more death, which is seizing control of our own life or death.  
 
We need the death of death—the second death, which must be Eternal Life. 
 
Well, according to Scripture, it appears that death is being trapped in a covenant of self-
centeredness infected with demons under the direction of Apollyon—the destroyer. 
 
I find it incredibly troubling that the Modern American Church usually pictures Heaven 
and hell as something like this.  

 
 
Do you see?  
We think that Heaven, the New Jerusalem, is just a new covenant of self-interest. And 
the wall between Heaven and Hell is the boundary between those that have agreed to 
this covenant before the cut-off date and those that have not. 
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We think Heaven is a covenant of those that have chosen to save themselves with their 
knowledge of good and evil. And Hell is a prison for those that have not taken this 
knowledge and made themselves in the image of God. 
 
We think Heaven is a covenant to protect our own self-interest, and we like the idea that 
Hell is a covenant with death that can never be annulled. And so, we think the Judgment 
of God is not the defeat of evil, but the eternal preservation of evil and all the destroyers 
of the earth in a place called Hell. 
 
We think Heaven in “liking” the idea of hell, which is profoundly unkind. 
Do you see? This picture is not half Heaven and half Hell. It’s all hell. 
 
But now hear the Gospel:  

“I will annul your covenant with death.” 
“The Kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 
“Jerusalem look; the King is right outside your city walls, hanging on a tree,” 

 
Jesus was crucified at the sixth hour of the sixth day of the week, on the sixth day of 
creation, just outside the walls of Jerusalem as he made atonement for all the children of 
Adam. No one recognized Him. No one repented . . . until His blood began to flow . . .    
 And a thief cried out, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom” (Luke   
    32:42) 
 And a Roman centurion dropped to his knees and confessed, “Surely this man was  
    the Son of God” (Matt. 27:34). 

• He repented and the children of Adam are still repenting. 
• The earth shook, and the walls are still tumbling down. 
• That was the end of the sixth day and the beginning of an endless Seventh Day. 

 
 
Revelation 11:15-19 
 

Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet, and there were loud voices in heaven, 
saying, “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his 
Christ, and he shall reign forever and ever.” And the twenty-four elders who sit on 
their thrones before God fell on their faces and worshiped God, saying, “We give 
thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, who is and who was, for you have taken your great 
power and begun to reign. The nations raged, but your wrath came, and the time for 
the dead to be judged, and for rewarding your servants, the prophets and saints, and 
those who fear your name, both small and great, and for destroying the destroyers of 
the earth.”  Then God’s temple in heaven was opened, and the ark of his covenant 
was seen within his temple. 

 
Notice that at the seventh trumpet . . . 
#1 The kingdom of this world has become the Kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ. 
#2 The scene in the throne room in chapters 4 and 5 is now happening on earth; 
     His Kingdom has come and His will is done on earth as it is in heaven. 
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#3 The destroyers are destroyed.  
 The seventh trumpet is the death of death, not the preservation of death. 
 1 Cor. 15: 26 “The last enemy to be destroyed is death.”  
#4 The seventh trumpet is the last trumpet,  

1 Cor. 15:51 “Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 
changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet 
will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. For 
this perishable body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must put on 
immortality.” 

#5 At the last trumpet—The ark of the covenant is seen in His temple. 
 The Ark of the Covenant is the Judgment of God. 
 And His temple is the human psyche—in Greek. In English, the soul.  
 
At the last trumpet, everyone that’s anyone repents… And how did it happen? 

Well, if you’re a Christian you know that it happened on a tree just outside the walls of 
Old Jerusalem at the end of the sixth day, a Friday. 
 
And it’s glory was revealed on a Sunday, an eighth day, which in Jewish thought is an 
endless seventh day, the Sabbath day. It’s also the third day—Easter. 

 
The Revelation specifies the first two woes, but not the third woe. It leaves that one for 
you to figure out.  
• The first woe upon Jerusalem is a plague of demons—at the fifth trumpet. 
• The second woe is a plague of armies—at the sixth trumpet. 
• The third woe is that the One we all crucified just rose from the dead. 

Is that Good News or bad news? 
 
 
In the Lord of the Rings, Gandalf is able to cast the evil out of Theodin . . .  
 Because he’s no longer Gandalf the gray but Gandalf the white, 
 And that’s because he gave his life for his friends, 
 And was baptized with water and fire and then rose from the dead on the third day. 
 
Of course, Tolkien was a committed believer and so Gandalf was a picture of Christ, and 
his death and resurrection was a description of the atonement. 
 
We have all sorts of theories of the atonement and the Revelation is all about the 
atonement—that is what happens at the seventh seal, seventh trumpet, and seventh 
bowl. It is the Revelation of the atonement. We have all sorts of theories, but at it’s most 
basic level, I think the atonement is this: It is the Revelation that the King of Kings and 
Lord of Lords, the Commander of God’s army is bleeding for you. In a word, it’s 
“kindness.” 
 
It’s the kindness of God that conquers the world and makes all things new. 
It’s the kindness of God that leads you to repentance. 
 
In Romans 1, Paul describes the Wrath of God—all the terrifying verses. 
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Then in Romans 2:1 he writes: “Therefore you have no excuse, o man—oh Adam—for in 
judging, you yourself are judged and stand condemned.” v. 4 “Do you think nothing of 
the riches of God’s kindness?” “Do you not know that the kindness of God leads you to 
repentance?” So, if you don’t repent, something must be keeping you from the kindness 
of God. 
 
It’s the kindness of God that creates, in you, a new mind; metanoia. 
And when you are kind, Christ in you lays siege to the kingdom of Hell. 
 
Romans 12:19 Paul writes,  
 

“Beloved, do not avenge (ekdikeo) yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is 
written, “Vengeance (ekdikesis) is Mine, I will repay,” says the Lord. Therefore “If your 
enemy is hungry, feed him; If he is thirsty, give him a drink; [Give him kindness] For in 
so doing you will heap coals of fire on his head.” Do not be overcome by evil, but 
overcome evil with good. 

 
Kindness is the third woe, and the Judgment of God, that conquers this world. I really do 
grieve for the American Church for we often seem to no longer be kind. So, of course, 
we’ve lost our power—true power. We have political power; we have legislative power, 
but we don’t have much real power.  
 
 
 
 
 
The New Jerusalem does not look like this . . . 

 
A covenant of self-centeredness. 
 
The New Jerusalem looks like this: 
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A covenant of self-sacrifice that forms  a communion wherein each person bleeds for all 
and all for one. 
  

 
 
The New Jerusalem isn’t dead; it’s made of living stones. 
She is a Body and a Bride and her gates are always open. 
 
Zechariah prophesied: “You will be a city without walls. I will be the fire around you and 
the glory in your midst.” 
 
And so, how does the Kingdom of God conquer the kingdoms of this world? 
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One person on one side of the wall bleeds for another person on the other side of the 
wall…  
 

 
 
And that in itself destroys the wall, for in the end, the wall is just the manifestation of an 
illusion in our own psyche. It’s the product of believing a lie spoken by a snake in a 
garden by a tree. 
 
And Jesus says, “Repent, the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 
 
Communion 
And in order that you would repent, He took bread and broke it saying, “This is my body 
given to you.” And He took the cup saying, “This is the covenant in my blood poured out 
for you.” 
 
This is the Eternal Covenant.  
And this is the Great Kindness of God. 
This is the Judgment of God. 
And all your judgments, all of the dividing walls that you have constructed in self-
centeredness, fear, pride, and shame are all an illusion. 
 
Repent. 
 
Prayer 
Lord God, we are happy to confess to you that we have believed a lie; the lie is that we 
are salvation. We have constructed walls to protect ourselves and yet the walls keep us 
from seeing you—the Judgment of God, which is God is Salvation—Jesus. 
 
You are better than we thought; you are always better than we thought. Thank you for 
revealing yourself. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 
Benediction 
 
I have a bunch of really amazing stories which we didn’t have time for. I was a skeptic 
growing up; I was like a science geek so I didn’t believe a lot of this stuff. But I have 
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seen some pretty freaky things. And I have seen the power of God. What really amazes 
me is that when I go back and analyze it, even in the moment, I realize the substance of 
that overcoming power is kindness. 
 
May you believe the Gospel and be kind. In Jesus’ name, Amen.  
 

Disclaimer: This document is a draft and has not been edited by the author. 
Therefore, there may be discrepancies. Some discrepancies may be minor; some 
may have to do with theology. When in doubt, please refer to the audio or video 
version of the sermon on this website and don’t be shy about informing us of errors. 
 


