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Prayer
Jesus, we pray that we would hear you speaking—that you would preach, if you want to
use my body to do it, that’s great. Use all of us to speak and to hear your Word. Father,
thank you that your word is good; in Jesus, we know that. Amen.
Message
Our last expository message in our series from the Revelation was four weeks ago! So,
I’m reminding you where we were, and where we are now.
• In Revelation 10, the seven seals have all been opened, and six of the seven
trumpets have sounded, just as they sounded outside the walls of Jericho proclaiming
the Judgment of God, that atonement has happened, and the Kingdom is at hand.
• Jesus was crucified just outside the walls of old Jerusalem; He is the Judgment that
makes atonement. And He is the King of the Kingdom that is at hand.
- Jesus is crucified on the sixth day of creation, the sixth day of the week, at the
sixth hour of the day.
- In Revelation 10, the sixth trumpet has sounded, and the seventh is about to
sound.
- The seventh is the last.
Paul wrote,
Behold! I tell you a mystery [musterion]. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be
changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet
will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. For
this perishable body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must put on
immortality. (1 Cor. 15:51-53)
Well, Christ has been raised, and at the seventh trumpet, we will all be raised in Him.
He is the Resurrection.
So, we live in the days of the seventh trumpet call to be sounded.
We live in the time of the End—when and where eternity constantly invades temporality.
In other words, “The Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.”
Revelation 10 and 11 is an interlude between the sixth and seventh trumpet.
It’s about here and now.
Revelation 10:1-11, what we preached on last time:
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Then I saw another mighty angel coming down from heaven, wrapped in a cloud, with
a rainbow [that’s the sign of the covenant] over his head, and his face was like the
sun, and his legs like pillars of fire. He had a little scroll open in his hand. And he set
his right foot on the sea, and his left foot on the land, and called out with a loud voice,
like a lion roaring. When he called out, the seven thunders sounded. And when the
seven thunders had sounded, I was about to write, but I heard a voice from heaven
saying, “Seal up what the seven thunders have said, and do not write it down.” And
the angel whom I saw standing on the sea and on the land raised his right hand to
heaven and swore by him who lives forever and ever, who created heaven and what
is in it, the earth and what is in it, and the sea and what is in it, that there would be no
more [chronos literally “no more time”] delay, but that in the days of the trumpet call to
be sounded by the seventh angel, the mystery [musterion] of God would be fulfilled,
just as he announced to his servants the prophets.
Then the voice that I had heard from heaven spoke to me again, saying, “Go, take the
scroll that is open in the hand of the angel who is standing on the sea and on the
land.” So I went to the angel and told him to give me the little scroll. And he said to
me, “Take and eat it; it will make your stomach bitter, but in your mouth it will be
sweet as honey.” And I took the little scroll from the hand of the angel and ate it. It
was sweet as honey in my mouth, but when I had eaten it my stomach was made
bitter. And I was told, “You must again prophesy about many peoples and nations
and languages and kings.”
Well, it’s pretty clear that the angel shining like the sun, with a rainbow over his head and
a voice like a lion is the Angel of Yahweh and Word of God who is Jesus—Word of God.
The scroll must also contain Word of God in some form.
Last time, we conjectured that the scroll must be the mystery of God.
Or a description of this mystery… the musterion.
Musterion is a word that’s used twenty-seven times in the New Testament, mostly by
Paul, who used it extensively in his letters to the churches in Asia Minor, to whom the
Revelation was sent.
So, last time we looked at this slide:

We saw that the mystery of God according to Scripture is at least:
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•
•
•
•
•

That faith in us is Christ—miraculously, mysteriously—rising from the dead in us.
So, the New You (the real you) is Christ in you.
And more than simply Christ in you is Christ rising in you; it’s Christ hidden in all, and
uniting all in Himself. Eph. 1:7 “The mystery of His Will… to unite (to bring together
under one head) all things in Christ Jesus.”
And more than this, it not only will happen, in some mysterious way, it truly has
happened. “It is finished.” “The Kingdom of God is at hand.”
You have only to wake up to the Revelation of Jesus—the Good News.

Last time, we said that we all tend to view the world like this:

We see six billion souls only bound together by covenants of self-interests, called tribes,
and cities, and countries, and sometimes churches—human governments (“the
principalities and powers of this world”).
But God sees the world like this:

Six billion souls bound to together by a covenant of self-sacrifice called love, which is
life, and the life is in the blood like air is in your blood or oxygen is in your blood, like
Spirit is in your blood.
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So, the six billion souls are like six billion cells bound together in a body, the body of
Christ:

This is God’s Word, which is God’s Judgment, which is also called reality.
So, when you look at the world what do you see? Do you see reality or an illusion?
Do you see this:

Billions of souls that all belong to each other in a communion of Love that is Life?
Or this:
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Billions of souls all competing with each other for Life, which is actually death?
If you see this… I think you will also soon begin to experience this:

Isolation from the Life of Love.
I think we loosely call this “Hell.”
It’s not only hell for you it’s hell for Jesus, the head.
No wonder he came to seek and to save “the lost.” They are His body.
So Jesus says, “repent.”

It doesn’t mean try harder, but wake up to reality—“The Mystery of God.”
This is the Good News, euangelia in Greek, the Gospel.
Often people will say, “Great! I got it, What now? What am I supposed to do?”
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Usually, people don’t say it to me; I hear it through the grapevine: “I understand that God
loves me, God loves everyone and God is making all things new, but I wish Peter would
tell me what to do… What now?”
I heard the question again last week; I found it rather frustrating, and then, went home
and wrote out the answer—it took about ten minutes. I found it frustrating, ’cause I
constantly ask the very same question . . . And yet . . . in a way . . . I think I always
know the answer. So, I wrote it out and made copies, which I am now handing out to
you.
[This handout was passed out at this point in the message. You can glance at it now and
take a more thorough look at it later. ]
“What Now?”

We preach the Gospel and people say, “What Now?”

I) “You will love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength.”
1. You will worship nothing by Yahweh—not success, money, your country or your football team.
2. You will not fashion Yahweh after your own image—make Him look like you in your own mind or in your
speech.
3. You will not use the name of The Lord to serve your own ego.
4. You will rest because you know Yahweh is your Creator.

Getting Practical:
 Repent (think differently) and be baptized (we have a special service down at the river each summer).
 Regularly attend worship services and truly engage your heart. Every breath you breathe must be the
worship of God.
 Pray constantly, always surrendering (“losing”) your soul. Confess your sins one to another and receive
God’s Mercy—you’ll probably need some sort of small group to do this… Pastors are also available. This is
also what is happening each time you participate in communion. You are publicly surrendering your psyche,
and finding it.
 Take time to study Scripture and truly engage your mind. Be transformed by the renewing of your mind—
in His image, not vice versa. Never ever say, “God says,” in order to serve your ego.
 Constantly offer your strength. Whatever you do, do it as an offering to the Lord. Give money and various
forms of service, not for what you get, but because you are worshipping God with all your strength. All
should be done from a heart at rest in the finished work of Christ.
Also:








Write a song. Paint a picture. Author a book. Create something to glorify the Lord.
Sit in silence before Him meditating. Pray through the Psalms.
Go for a hike in the mountains thanking Him for what He’s created.
Read theology, philosophy, poetry, history, science; get serious about loving God with your all your brain.
Attend and participate in a class, Bible study and/or prayer meeting.
Worship Him in the temple of flesh that is your neighbor (II).

II) “You will love your neighbor as yourself.”
5. You will honor your Mom and Dad.
6. You will not murder. Anger can be murder.
7. You will not commit adultery. Lust can be adultery.
8. You will not steal. Your life is not your own.
9. You will not lie about your neighbor. Truth makes you one.
10. You will not desire what belongs to your neighbor.

Getting Practical:
 Call your mom. Thank your dad. Stop blaming them for all your problems. Don’t deny their failures and sins,
but forgive and hope for restoration.
 Forgive every person you know and find ways to express this reality without condemnation. Love your
enemies!
 If married, Stay Married! Don’t even consider a husband or wife other than the one that you now have. Love
your husband or wife!
 Love and discipline your children in the Wisdom and Grace that is Jesus.
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Also:














Give everything to God and realize that what you “have” is on loan from Him. This reality is expressed in a
life of freely giving to others.
Don’t gossip or slander your neighbors—Christ died for them.
Be sincerely happy that your neighbor has gifts, abilities, successes, and possessions that you do not have.
Make sandwiches for homeless people in the park. Visit lonely people in nursing homes, hospitals, and
orphanages—in Denver, The US and abroad. Collect crutches for crippled people in Africa. Make water
systems for people that lack clean water. Find homeless people and provide shelter. Tutor school kids that
are struggling with their lessons. Go to Mexico to assist the poor. Share your resources with the church in
the developing world. Immerse yourself in the struggles of the last and the least in Denver and places like
Uganda and Guatemala.
Do all of these things with other people, if they would like to join you.
If Necessary start a program at church (we’ll help you), outside of church, or even as a non-profit
organization.
Or simply participate in existing programs like helping hands, community kindness, one of our mission
trips, bible studies, Relentless Love Class, Alpha class, relationship classes. Serve on a committee that
organizes other ministries.
Pray for others. Pray the sick would be healed. Pray against the devil and his work. Use gifts of prophecy,
words of knowledge, tongues etc. etc.
Tell people that Jesus loves them, not only with your actions but your mouth.
Always be prepared to make a defense for the hope that is in you.
Meet together in “life groups,” “support groups,” “prayer meetings,” and just as friends that care for each
other and God. Start a group if you can’t find one.
Pay attention to social justice issues, how the principalities and powers of this world operate, prayerfully
consider candidates and vote.
Involve yourself in “movements,” but never equate a “movement” with the Kingdom of God.
Give away your money and time, without thought of reward or repayment.

* Ask the Lord, “What now? What would you like me to do now?”

PLEASE NOTE: You must do all of these things from the heart. You will do them because you want to do them, not
under compulsion—not because you gained this knowledge of Good and evil by taking it from a list for the purpose of
making yourself in the image of God. To do so is to crucify Love… rather than live the life of Love.

THIS IS NOT A TRICK. This is truly what you must do…
At the top, you’ll see the question: “What now?”
The answer is basically in bold below.

Roman numeral I, “You will love the Lord your God with all your heart soul mind and
strength.”
Roman numeral II, “You will love your neighbor as yourself.”
If you ask the question, “What does that mean?” it’s detailed in the Ten Commandments
listed under Roman numerals I and II:
I’ve paraphrased them as follows:
1. You will worship nothing but Yahweh—not success, money, your country or
your football team, not yourself.
2. You will not fashion Yahweh after your own image—that is you will not make
Him look like you in your own mind or in your speech.
3. You will not use the name of Yahweh to serve your own ego. That’s taking
His name in vain.
4. You will rest because you know Yahweh is the Creator.
5. You will honor your Mom and Dad.
6. You will not murder. Anger can be murder.
7. You will not commit adultery. Desire can be adultery.
8. You will not steal. Your life is not your own, life. Even you don’t belong to you.
9. You will not lie about your neighbor. Truth makes us one.
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10. You will not desire, what belongs to your neighbor.
Now, if you say, “Get practical!” I’ve tried to spell it out with statements like,
 “Stay married,” and
 “Rejoice that your neighbor has more stuff than you.”
I’ve also listed a section called “also.”
This is by no means exhaustive, but includes stuff like:
 Make sandwiches for homeless people; visit nursing homes; pray for the sick and
the suffering.
 If you want to do this with others, start a program—we’ll help you.
Now, THIS IS NOT A TRICK, this is stuff that you really must do; you must love.
At the bottom (on the back side) there is a little note. Please note: “You must do all of
these things from the heart. You will do them because you want to do them, not under
compulsion—not because you gained this knowledge of Good and evil by taking it from
a list for the purpose of making yourself in the image of God. To do so is to crucify
Love… rather than live the life of Love.”
It’s probably important to note that this list is called “the law.”
When Saint Paul speaks about the law, he’s not just speaking about the Mosaic Law or
the ritual law, he’s speaking about any law. (It’s written on the Gentile’s heart.)
- He writes, “No one will be justified (made right) by works of the law” (Gal. 3:11).
- Actually, anyone that relies on works of the law is “under a curse” (Gal. 3:10).
- It’s not that the law is bad, it’s “good” (Romans 7, 1st Timothy 1), but attempting to
justify yourself before God with “the knowledge of Good and evil” is the origin of all sin
(Genesis 2).
- So, taking more law to justify yourself just “increases the trespass” (Romans 5:20).
•
•
•
•

If you try to do the list in order to justify yourself, you’ll end up competing with your
neighbor, rather than loving your neighbor.
You’ll hate your neighbor, and end up hating God, and hating the list.
The list is a description of the Will of God.
And Jesus is the Will of God in flesh.

So you see, it’s no wonder that it was the Pharisees who most wanted to crucify Jesus.
The Pharisees were all about making lists to clarify the Law of Moses so they could do
the things on the list, justify themselves, and so save themselves from God.
They believed that their will was salvation and so they crucified God is Salvation—who
came to save them from their own will, their sin.
But like I said: IT’S NOT A TRICK; you really must do these things on the list. Love is not
an option; it is the Will of God, Word of God, it is the Commandment of God… Actually, it
is God. God is Love.
So “What Now?”
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•

Well, the commandment of God is to live the life of God… without trying . . . because
it’s your nature . . . the desire of your heart.
You must do that.

Now, it’s probably important to note that when the Angel of Yahweh hands the scroll to
John, He does not say, “Read it and do it.”
In the Old Testament, He did say that to Moses and the Israelites.
And it killed them, and it killed Him—the Angel of Yahweh.
The Israelites finally crucified Him—on a tree just outside the walls of Jerusalem.
The Angel doesn’t say, “Read it.”
The Angel says, “Eat it.”
[A brief clip with Weird Al Yanovic singing, “Just eat. Eat it. Don’t you make me repeat it.”
is played.]
I just want you to remember that the Angel says, “Eat it.” I think that means that the
Gospel is less like a list. And more like this: [Peter pulls out a plate with a cheeseburger
on it] . . . a cheeseburger.
So, when I preach it’s like I’m saying, “Here’s the Gospel….” If you say “What now?”
The answer is “Eat it.”
[A brief clip with Weird Al Yanovic singing, “Just eat. Eat it. Open up your mouth and
feed it.” is played.]
Maybe you say, “OK, but what does that mean?”
Someone might say, “Well, it means apply it to your life.” OK . . .
[Peter begins to stick pickles from the burger to his face.]
Is that correct?
Do we apply it to our lives?
That’s what my kids used to do and we’d say, “Stop playing with your food…”
[A brief clip with Weird Al Yanovic singing, “Your table manners are a crying shame.
You’re playing with your food like it’s some kind of game. Now if you starve to death
you’ll just have yourself to blame so eat it. Just eat it. You better listen better do what
you’re told. You haven’t even touched your tuna casserole. You better chow down or it’s
gonna get cold so eat it. I don’t care if you’re full. Just eat it. Eat it. Open up your mouth
and feed it.” is played.]
Yeah. So, we’d say, “Stop playing with your food… Open up your mouth and eat it.”
Maybe you say, “OK…eat it, but I don’t understand it.”
Of course, you don’t: it’s a mystery—Christ in you, rising from the dead in you,
redeeming all creation in a communion of Love that is eternal life.
You don’t have to understand it. You have to eat it.
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No one fully understands a cheeseburger.
And I don’t consciously apply cheeseburgers to my life; I don’t think:
“Assimilate proteins; Come on, let’s break’ em down into constituent amino acids;
now apply amino acids to tired muscle cells”
I don’t’ try to apply the cheeseburger, I just enjoy the cheeseburger and ingest the
cheeseburger—I trust the cheeseburger. And unconsciously, mysteriously, the
cheeseburger is applied to my life.
You know? A five-year-old can often digest a cheeseburger better than a sixty-year-old
with a degree in nutrition and physiology. In the same way, we have to enter the
kingdom as children, not as Pharisees.
A shepherd doesn’t feed his sheep so the sheep will vomit its feed at his feet as if to say,
“Aren’t you proud of me for eating my dinner.” –that’s Gross. But that’s what a Pharisee
does; he ingests the law, to regurgitate the law, and says, “Look God; look everyone; I
ate my dinner.”
The Shepherd wants you to ingest the food, digest the food, and turn it into wool, and
milk, and more sheep.
The Angel with the scroll does not say, “Read it and do it.”
The Angel says, “Eat it and Prophesy.”
Prophecy is obviously something that you cannot simply will to do.
Prophecy is a proclamation of what God wills to do.
Prophecy is ingesting, digesting, and manifesting a mystery.
Rev. 19, “The spirit of prophecy is the testimony of Jesus.”
To testify to Jesus is to prophesy a mystery.
More than that: your life is to be a testimony of Jesus—actually the manifestation of
Jesus, the Body of Jesus, the will of God in your flesh.
Jesus said, “I didn’t come to abolish the law but to fulfill the law.”
Do you see? He fulfills it in you. Jesus is like a cheeseburger . . . and He fulfills the law
in you. He fulfills it. If you try to fulfill it, without ingesting it… it can kill you.
You might say to me, “Peter what can I expect from this cheeseburger you’re serving?”
And I might say, “Well that’s about 500 calories—which means you could walk a couple
of miles and do some pushups.” Well, if you walked and did pushups, but never ate the
cheeseburger eventually you’d starve.
Likewise, if you ingest it, and don’t digest it, but regurgitate it for all to see, it will
eventually kill you and in the meantime make you sick and everyone around you sick—
it’s just gross.
You won’t be a testimony of Jesus.
You’ll be a lie about Jesus, a white-washed tomb, a hypocrite.
You may say, “Jesus, Jesus.” But you won’t be a testimony to Jesus; you’ll be a
testimony to your self, your ego, your white-washed tomb.
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You’ll say, “Jesus,” that is, “God is Salvation,” BUT you’ll testify to “me-sus”—“me is
salvation,” the imitation Christ, the antichrist.
You won’t be a testimony to this:

Billions of souls, all blessing each other in a communion of love that is life—the Gospel.
You’ll be a testimony to this:

Dividing walls of hostility and the principalities and powers of this world—cancer . . . but
worse than a cancer—a lie about Christ that keeps other people from Christ.
To eat the scroll is to believe the Gospel. You can’t live the Good News unless you
believe the Good News. Believing that God loves some, and endlessly torments others
is not the Good News.
You see? The entire “What now” is Love.
And . . .
We love our enemies because God loves his enemies….
We love all because God loves all.
We love because He first loved us, writes John (1 John).
We love because we believe the Gospel.
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“So, how do you know if you’ve believed the Gospel?”
“Well, how do you know if you’ve eaten a cheeseburger?”
There may be a variety of answers depending on the quality of the cheeseburger and
your physiology, but assuming it’s a quality cheeseburger, you’ll find in yourself the
ability and desire to do things you couldn’t have otherwise done—like walk a mile and do
some push-ups, or perhaps… love your enemies.
In other words, if you believe the Gospel, the list I gave you will just happen.
Unconsciously, non-self consciously, joyfully happen.
So, you see, the list can be very good and has a purpose.
The Law has a purpose—it tells you that you need to eat the cheeseburger.
And it tells you when you need to eat the cheeseburger.
So look at the list, and if you think, “Wow this list doesn’t describe me,” don’t simply try to
do the list—it will turn you into a walking lie, gross everyone out, and eventually kill you
and the Messiah.
Don’t simply try to do the list.
Eat the Gospel Cheeseburger.
See? The solution to the problem: “How do I do this list?” is not in your will; the solution
is God’s will. The problem is your will.
The Power is not in your will; the power is God’s Will in your flesh.
• God’s Will is God’s Word and God’s Word is living and active.
• God’s Word is the Promised Seed that’s implanted in the soil of your heart.
• God’s Word rides a white horse and swings the sword of truth and conquers all
flesh in Revelation 19; God’s Word is Jesus.
The Good News is the Mystery named Jesus.
"In many churches good news has subtly changed into good advice.” Writes
theologian NT Wright. “Here's how to live, they say. Here’s how to pray. Here are
techniques for helping you become a better Christian, a better person, a better wife or
husband. And in particular, here's how to make sure you're on the right track for what
happens after death. Take this advice, say this prayer, and you'll be saved…’ This is
advice, not news.”
The whole point of advice is to get you to do something in order to get a desired result.
Now there's nothing wrong with good advice. We all need it. But it isn't the same thing as
news… Jesus and his first followers were all about news."
Perhaps you recognize this picture:
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Figure 1 "Kissing the War Goodbye" by Lt. Victor Jorgensen

We didn’t win the war because this sailor kissed this nurse.
This sailor kissed the nurse ’cause he just heard the Good News: “We won the war.”
The Gospel is Good News, “We won the War.”
“The Lamb on the throne has conquered all things!”
Every sermon is to be that news… and the News changes you.
Some time ago, a British magazine published a letter in which a man complained about
the futility of preaching. (I understand that because I complain about that, like, all the
time.) Rather miraculously, God once told me (Ezekiel 2) that I was to “eat the scroll”
and speak it regardless of the consequences. He claimed that he had spent thirty years
listening to sermons, about 3,000 in all, and couldn’t remember one of them.
Another man wrote in response: I have been married for thirty years. During that time I
have eaten 32,850 meals—mostly my wife's cooking. Suddenly, I have discovered I
cannot remember the menu of a single meal. And yet . . . I have the distinct impression
that without them, I would have starved to death long ago.
Well, the Gospel comes in many more forms than just the sermon, but I hope you get the
point. And if you can’t remember the point of this sermon, perhaps you can just
remember this: [A brief clip with Weird Al Yanovic singing, “Just eat. Eat it. Don’t you
make me repeat it.” is played.]
I think that’s the point of the Revelation. John is told to eat the scroll and then John
sends a scroll—called “The Revelation of Jesus” to the seven churches.
You’ll remember they all face a variety of challenges from apathy, to porneia and
idolatry, to torture and martyrdom. So, the answer to “what now?” looked different for
each church and yet the prescription for each church was exactly the same. It was to
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read the Revelation and believe the Revelation—the Good News that the Lamb on the
throne has conquered all things; that’s the Gospel (Rev. 1:3).
Now hold that thought, meditate on the cheeseburger, and let’s keep reading.
We’ll explain more of in the next message, but I’d just like to connect a few more dots.
Revelation 11:1-13
Then I was given a measuring rod like a staff, and I was told, “Rise and measure the
temple of God and the altar and those who worship there, but do not measure the
court outside the temple; leave that out, for it is given over to the nations, and they will
trample the holy city for forty-two months. And I will grant authority to my two
witnesses, and they will prophesy for 1,260 days, clothed in sackcloth [repentance].”
These are the two olive trees and the two lampstands that stand before the Lord of
the earth. And if anyone would harm them, fire pours from their mouth and consumes
their foes. If anyone would harm them, this is how he is doomed to be killed. They
have the power to shut the sky, that no rain may fall during the days of their
prophesying, and they have power over the waters to turn them into blood and to
strike the earth with every kind of plague, as often as they desire. And when they
have finished their testimony, the beast that rises from the bottomless pit will make
war on them and conquer them and kill them, and their dead bodies [“body,” singular]
will lie in the street of the great city that symbolically is called Sodom and Egypt,
where their Lord was crucified. For three and a half days some from the peoples and
tribes and languages and nations will gaze at their dead bodies [“body,” singular] and
refuse to let them [“bodies” plural] be placed in a tomb, and those who dwell on the
earth will rejoice over them and make merry and exchange presents, because these
two prophets had been a torment to those who dwell on the earth. But after the three
and a half days a breath of life from God entered them, and they stood up on their
feet, and great fear fell on those who saw them. Then they heard a loud voice from
heaven saying to them, “Come up here!” And they went up to heaven in a cloud, and
their enemies watched them. And at that hour there was a great earthquake, and a
tenth of the city fell. Seven thousand people were killed in the earthquake, and the
rest were terrified and gave glory to the God of heaven.
John is told to measure the temple.
In the gospel of John, Jesus talks about two temples that are one temple, just as Paul
talks about two men that at are one man—the old man and the new man. Jesus says,
“Destroy this temple and in three days I will raise it up.”
In Revelation 21:16 John actually gives us the measurements of the temple, for the
temple is the New Jerusalem, and as you know the New Jerusalem is Christ’s Bride, and
Christ’s Bride is His very Body.
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And that’s the temple he raises up in the days of the seventh trumpet call.
• It’s 12,000 stadia on each side.
• That’s the largest number times twelve in three dimensions.
• That’s literally 1,380 miles on a side or 2,628,072,000 cubic miles.
• This is a big body—the Body of Christ—the Sanctuary.

•

It’s The Sanctuary that is the New Jerusalem coming down.

She’s coming down now and…Her gates are always open.
The outer court is given over to the Gentiles and in the end they stream into the

city.

Ezekiel and Zechariah see and do a similar thing. In Zechariah, the Lord says,
“Jerusalem will be inhabited as villages without walls because of the multitude of people
and animals in it. And I will be to her a wall of fire all around… and the glory in her
midst.”
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The New Jerusalem coming down is the Body of Christ rising in this world—seeking and
saving the lost through the wounds of Jesus. You are this Body and individually
members thereof. You each manifest the Will of God in a unique and individual way.
Just as each part of my body manifests my Will in a unique and individual way.
Saint Augustine recounts that, originally, he was utterly terrified to take the body of
Christ at communion, and then he heard a voice: “I am food… eat me! You will not
change me into yourself, but you will be changed into me.”
You don’t apply Jesus to your life. Jesus applies you to His life. When we digest Jesus,
He digests us and turns us into Himself—His body, each a unique and indispensable
testimony to Jesus. (If I was better at graphic arts, each blue dot would be a unique and
indispensable part of the body of Christ… but hopefully, you get the idea.)
I have four children. Genetically, they are each my body and Susan’s body, and each a
testimony to our love:

Coleman is standing next to me in this picture.
He’s engaged, working at the Grand Canyon, and just accepted a fellowship to work on
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a doctorate in Geology. John is standing next to Coleman and studying psychology at
the Seattle School of Theology.

Elizabeth is engaged to Francisco, teaching English and living in Chile.

Becky works at the Museum of Nature and Science, has a degree in Anthropology, and
plans to study Archeology.
I love each of them so very much.
Each is absolutely wonderful and utterly unique; this is my point: they’re each so very
different, one from the other . . . and yet, they all ate the same cheeseburgers.
This is a McDouble [Peter picks up the cheeseburger in front of him on a plate]. For
years, they’d want to go out to dinner and I’d say, “OK as long as you order from the
dollar menu… and that meant McDoubles.”
One year on vacation, I think we ate McDoubles for breakfast lunch and dinner ten days
in a row…Same Cheeseburger, entirely different results.
Likewise, we all ingest one spiritual food, says Paul (1 Cor. 10:3), and yet may have
very different lists of “What now?”
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At the end of the list I gave you, just before the note, you’ll notice that I wrote: “Ask the
Lord, ‘What now? What do you want me to do now?’”
You see that’s actually a very good question. It’s just that I can’t really answer it for you,
but Jesus is answering it for you all the time—and not as a list, but as a new desire in
your heart right now (where eternity touches time).
So anyway, I can give my kids a cheeseburger, but I can’t tell Coleman, “Turn that into a
Ph.D. in geo-tectonics.” Or “John, turn that into wisdom shared with a suicidal client in
your counseling practice.”
Likewise, I can preach the gospel, but I can’t digest it and apply it to you.
Not even you can do that, but Jesus can and does when you eat it.
There was a time when it felt like I could apply the Gospel to you, a time when I could
come up with programs for people and make the work. A program is a list of things to do.
But for the last ten years, every program that I create seems to miraculously fail.
And yet someone will eat the cheeseburger and say to me,
• “Hey can we start a church.” I’ll say, “I guess,” and that’s us…
• “Hey can I help us buy the old Zen Center on Speer.” I say, “I guess,” and we didn’t
fold. We’re here.
• “Hey, Can I post sermons on Facebook?” “I guess,” and wow it really works.
• “Hey, Can I turn messages into devotionals?” And Wow sixty thousand likes on one
devotional.
• “Hey can we host a conference?” “I guess,” and wow, hundreds from all over the
globe, ministered to by you.”
• “Hey can we preach this in the Philippines?” and wow, all sorts of new churches and a
literal hamburger factory purchased by you… (Our sister churches are literally being
funded and supported through cheeseburgers.)
And really… it’s always been this way… the rest was an illusion.
This week, I found this website: HealingWaters.org
 This is an amazing ministry that’s been profiled in Christianity Today.
 They distribute water and the Gospel through indigenous churches around the world.
 They work in fourteen countries, have 292 projects and distribute 317,183 liters of
clean drinking water a day. That’s a pretty amazing “What now?”
You know how it started?
- Twenty-five years ago a guy said, “Hey Peter could we partner with a poor church in
the Dominican Republic?” and I said, “I guess.” For three years just about everybody
said, “What now?”
- After three years, my Dad said to my confused friend Tom, “Hey Tom you ought to go
live in the D. R.” Tom did for a year… the whole time he asked, “What now?”
- He came back and a hurricane hit the DR, so we sent Tom and some others back to
the DR to help distribute an offering we took. In the Dominican Republic, they listened
to Tom ’cause they had come to trust Tom.
- One of those that went with Tom was Steve Wilner, who’d been doing some
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maintenance work for the church. Most of you know Steve
One day he said, “Hey I could build those guys a water purification system.”

Wilner.

[Steve Wilner is pictured above (acting in our Hallelujah in Hell film)]

He regularly attends at The Sanctuary, but I bet you didn’t know that about Steve… He’s
a pretty humble guy. (317,183 liters of clean drinking water a day to the “poorest of the
poor.”) Well, that whole thing happened ’cause Steve ate the cheeseburger.
And one day Jesus in Steve thought, “Hey I’d like to give a drink of water to my
neighbor.”
And now those may all be rather silly and minor examples:
• Because no one can measure the power of a kiss on the cheek of a child that hates
himself or herself.
• No one can measure the impact of a word spoken in love at just the right moment.
• Or an unscripted smile at the site of friend… No one, except Jesus. The center of
your story and your light.
Well anyway . . . 1) John is told to eat the scroll and prophesy.
And to prophesy is to testify to Jesus.
And then . . .
2) He’s told to examine the Body of Jesus.
And then . . .
3) We meet two weird and wild witnesses. Witnesses testify.
They prophesy and testify for 1,260 days, which is forty-two months—the same time that
is given to the Gentiles to trample the city and temple courts. That’s also three-and-ahalf years, which is times time and half a time, which carries all sorts
of
biblical
allusions:
-That’s the duration of Christ’s bodily ministry,
-And the amount of time that Elijah prayed and stopped the rain,
-And the amount of time until the end of days in Daniel 9,
-And the amount of time Antiochus Epiphany defiled the temple,
-And The Romans laid siege to Jerusalem,
-And Nero persecuted the Body of Christ—the Church,
-And three-and-a-half is a broken seven—it’s the imperfect and broken time in which
we the Church live and are to testify to Jesus.
The two witnesses are two olive trees, like those in Zechariah
- And two lampstands, and lampstands are churches in the Revelation.
- They are referred to as one body and yet they’re obviously at least two people.
- They both testify to Jesus but in a different way.
And that’s good for over and over the Old Testament stipulates that nothing shall be
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established except on the testimony of two witnesses.
So you need to hear Peter Hiett yap about Jesus in a sermon…
And you need to get a drink of healing water from Steve…
And every one of you is to be a witness—a unique and incarnate witness to Jesus
Christ.
These two witnesses have powers like Moses and Elijah—who appeared on the Mount
of Transfiguration with Jesus, bearing witness to Jesus. Paul writes “The law and the
prophets bear witness to the righteousness of God,” which is Jesus.
Moses is a picture of the Law and Elijah is a picture of the Prophets.

I find it fascinating that the Law is also a Prophecy.
This is the whole law: “You will love the Lord your God will all your heart, soul, mind and
strength and you will love your neighbor as yourself.”
Jesus, the Word of God in flesh, who creates all things, said, “You will Love.”
If you take that as a law, it will kill you or reveal that you’re already dead. But then, if you
receive it as a gift—the prophecy that it is—it will give you life: “You will Love.”
Do you understand?
Love dies and rises in the temple of your heart. God is Love. You are His Body.
The Angel testified, “It will be sweet on your lips, bitter in your stomach, and then sweet
on your lips once again.”
 Just look at John, son of thunder who became the beloved disciple.
 Just look at Peter, the coward, who digested the gospel and wept bitterly, and
became Peter the Rock on whom the Lord built His church.
 Just look at Paul, the Pharisee, who became the apostle of Grace to the Gentiles.
 Just look at a guy like John Newton the slave trader, who wrote, “Amazing Grace how
sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me.”
The Gospel was bitter in his stomach and so sweet on his lips.
The Gospel is the Testament of God’s Grace in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Digesting it will kill the old you and then give birth to the New You.
But if you don’t eat it and digest it, that undigested Gospel will just make everyone sick.
It’s very strange, but Jesus really didn’t leave any rituals to perform, programs to follow,
or list of things to do… And at the end of His life, the disciples were all asking “What
now?”
Communion

And Jesus took bread and broke it saying, “This is my body given to you. Eat it.” Jesus is the
Lamb of God on the throne of God. The throne is literally the law written on stone encased in the
Ark of the Covenant of Grace. It’s covered by the Mercy Seat, on which our High Priest, the Lamb
of God has sprinkled His own blood.
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And He took the cup saying, “This is the Covenant in my blood. Drink of it all of you for the
forgiveness of sins.” In Jesus’ name believe the Good News.

[Several worship songs are sung.]
Prayer
Father, we thank you that all is at rest, and we can rest because you are the Creator.
You are the Author of the Story. And we are part of the Story. It’s a Good Story, and you
don’t fail. I believe Lord God, help my unbelief. Amen.
Benediction
So, the Angelo of the Lord handed John a scroll and said, “Eat it.” I think the Angel also
hands you a scroll and tells you to eat it. Scholars debate what was on the scroll. Some
say it’s the Revelation. Some say it’s a copy of the big scroll; some say it’s the Bible.
Whatever it is, it is somehow the Word of God and it comes to us in a variety of ways.
[Peter points to his Bible.] This is one way. People stress about this because they just
read a page or two and just think it’s a bunch of lists. But the lists are all part of a bigger
story. The story is the story of God and humanity, God and ha adam the Eschatos
Adam. This story is also your story so I hope you receive it and eat it. I hope you believe
the Gospel; it’s Good News. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Disclaimer: This document is a draft and has not been edited by the author. Therefore, there may
be discrepancies. Some discrepancies may be minor; some may have to do with theology. When
in doubt, please refer to the audio or video version of the sermon on this website and don’t be shy
about informing us of errors.
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