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Band Plays “Long Tall Glasses” by Leo Sayer
I was travellin' down the road, feelin' hungry and cold
I saw a sign sayin' food and drinks for everyone
So naturally, I thought I would take me a look insi-ide
I saw so much food, there was water comin' fro-om my eye-eye
Yeah there was ham an' there was turkey, there was caviar
An' long tall glasses, with wine up to yar
Then somebody grabbed me, threw me outta my chair
Said before you can eat, you gotta dance like Fred Astaire-aire…
You know I can’t dance…

[During the rest of the song, a clip of funny home videos with people of all ages dancing
is played on the screen]
What a silly song? Why would we play such a song for the offertory?
I was travellin' down the road, feelin' hungry and cold
I saw a sign sayin' food and drinks for everyone
So naturally, I thought I would take me a look insi-ide
I saw so much food, there was water comin' fro-om my eye-eye
Yeah there was ham an' there was turkey, there was caviar
An' long tall glasses, with wine up to yar
Then somebody grabbed me, threw me outta my chair
Said before you can eat, you gotta dance like Fred Astaire-aire…
You know I can’t dance…

Prayer
Let’s Pray: Lord Jesus, we ask this morning that you would help us to preach the
Gospel—the eternal Gospel. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
Message
About seventeen years ago, on a Tuesday morning, I woke up thinking, “How can I
make the Sermon relevant?”
I was preaching through the Revelation for the first time (this is the second time).
That Tuesday morning we were at the exact same spot in the Revelation that we are
today at the end of Revelation 13, and the start of chapter 14.
We saw that the beast from the sea was political power. And we saw that the beast from
the land was/is religious power. Politics and religion, human religion, are both covenants
of self-interest, ways that people band together to save themselves.
They are both antichrists, which means imitation christs.

They are both beasts, for they see the Good and consume the Good to make
themselves Good, which only makes them more beastly.
They both have the will of the dragon, for they want to eat the Christ child.
We saw that politics and religion combined are especially evil. It was the Roman
Governor, Pontius Pilate and the Jewish Religious Leaders that took the life of Christ on
a tree in a garden on the side of Mt. Zion.
Seventeen years ago, there was a new beast on the radar of most Americans: the nation
of Islam.
Islam combines religion and politics in a rather terrifying sort of way. And yet the
violence of Islam is largely a response to the violence of Christendom—both at the time
of its inception (shortly after the Church allied with Rome) and during the middle ages,
when the Pope in Rome, ordered military crusades to conquer the land of Palestine.
Instead of teaching us to pick up a cross and be crucified . . .
The beast in Rome taught us to pick up crosses and to crucify.
When George Bush instituted our war on terror, he called it a crusade.
Islamic violence today is largely a response to the creation of the nation-state named
“Israel”… an endeavor largely funded by the United States of America, and Great Britain,
for a multitude of reasons (some of which are pretty questionable in terms of biblical
exegesis).
I’m not saying that the teachings of Christ are like the teachings of Mohammed.
The tragedy is that most people seem to think that they are.
Islam has much in common with Christianity, except it categorically rejects the idea that
God would become a man and freely choose to suffer for all.
Modern Judaism has much in common with Christianity, except it categorically rejects
the idea that God would become a man and freely choose to suffer for all.
The modern nation-state of Israel, and the nation of Islam, as well as the United States
of America, are all covenants of self-interest. But the Kingdom of God is a covenant of
self-sacrifice.
People always look for the United States in the Revelation . . .
Some think it’s the Kingdom of God and some worry that it will become the beast.
Seventeen years ago, I began to see that we ought to worry most about the harlot.
We first encounter her, in Revelation 14:8 , which is our text for today:
Another angel, a second, followed, saying, “Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great, she
who made all nations drink the wine of the passion (thumos: “anger”) of her sexual
immorality (porneia).”

2

The Greek translated passion means anger.
She doesn’t love Love; she consumes Love in anger.
Porneia comes from the verb pernemi, which means to sell.
Porneia is the attempt to buy and sell Love as if it were a consumer item.
The beasts want to consume Love, which is the Good.
The harlot wants to buy and sell Love as if it were a commodity.
The US leads the world in the production of pornography and is the world’s largest
economy.
In chapter 17, we’ll read how the harlot sits on many waters…
And the entire world is addicted to the wine of her porneia.
The kings of the earth commit porneia with her—they’re in bed with her.
And yet, they despise her and long to burn her with fire. That’s what often happens to
harlots. 1
The harlot is like a global economy.
And the beasts are the institutions of this world—in bed with that economy (the harlot
rides the beast).
A global economy, or world trade, is not bad in and of itself.
In fact, the very definition of heaven is a type of world trade—it’s a global economy of
mutual self-sacrifice in which everyone loves, and is loved, by all.
But this world trade is not freedom and life; this world trade is an economy of selfinterest, in which the rich get richer and the poor get poorer through trade.
The harlot promises freedom and life, but she produces bondage and death. 2
The thing most terrifying about the harlot is that the people of God are seduced by her,
have entered into her, and don’t even know it. Listen closely! In Revelation 18:4 a voice
from Heaven cries, “Come out of her my people…”
The harlot is world trade, and yet, she’s also a city.
In the Revelation she looks like Babylon, Rome, and also Jerusalem.

1 Men lust after whores, sleep with them, and then hate them.
Men lust after idols, worship them, and thus destroy them, as they destroy themselves. The harlot
rides the beast and the beast uses the harlot, but hates her.

Americans are insanely rich compared to most of the world.
I don’t think we even begin to understand the power we wield when we spend our money in places
like Mozambique, Tijuana Mexico, or the Gaza Strip.
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Today she’d be the city that contains the markets that most control the global economy.
She’s a city, world trade, and she’s a tower.
In Genesis 4, Cain builds a city in disobedience to God’s explicit command.
In Genesis 11, the whole world comes together and builds a tower.
It’s the Spirit of the harlot, for they are attempting to conquer heaven.
It’s called the Tower of Babel, as in Babylon. In what ways have you built a tower? What
might God be calling you out from??
The Whore of Babylon is a city, World Trade and a tower that falls. Revelation 14:8
“Fallen, fallen is Babylon the Great.”
Tuesday morning September 11, 2001, I was preparing my message on Revelation 14
and wondering if the Revelation was at all relevant for us today when the phone rang. It
was my sister and she said, “Peter just turn on your TV. Any channel.”
I did, and I saw this picture:
[Image of the Statue of Liberty & the Twin Towers on fire on 9/11 before they tumbled to the ground]

Then I watched as a plane flew into the second tower, both burned, and then I watched
them fall.
I think maybe . . . it was politics and religion that flew that plane, and a harlot that built
the tower—the World Trade Center.
It crumbled behind an image of the Roman goddess “libertas,” who holds a declaration
of independence . . . from the King . . .
So what am I saying?
That the statue of Liberty is evil?
I don’t know. Is what we see below Freedom?
[Image of the Statue of Liberty & the Twin Towers on fire on 9/11 before they tumbled to the ground is repeated]

And do you worship it?
Am I saying that the people in the tower were evil?
I think I’m saying that the whole world is under the power of the evil one, and Jesus
suffered and died for each and for all . . .so the people in the tower were no more evil
than you or me.
Am I saying that I hate America?
No, I’m saying that I love America (right now).
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Am I saying that I would rather live in another country?
No, I think the United State of America is my favorite country in the world . . .
I’m just beginning to realize that I don’t want to live in any country in this world . . .
I want to live in the Kingdom of God.
So what should we do?
How does His Kingdom come and His will get done on earth as it is in Heaven?
That night, not knowing what to do, we gathered on Lookout Mountain, prayed and sang
songs. After the service, my friend Tom came to me rather disturbed. He said, as you
were speaking, “I kept seeing this white horse, running up and down the aisles.” Later he
told me that Jesus was on the horse, He was agitated, and ready for war. Behind Him
were mounted troops. Tom didn’t say how many. I’m guessing 144,000.
During the service and the weeks that followed, I preached. I preached that this was an
opportunity; we could go to war like Jesus or we could declare war like a beast.
Within days the President declared a War on Terror. 3
How do you go to war with terror?
[Image of pie chart showing American casualties versus Iraqi and Afghan civilian casualties. The source of the
chart, and the data it includes, is unknown.]

Now, this is just a chart that I pulled off of the Internet eight years ago.
Many of the numbers are highly debatable, and now, out of date.
The Yellow represents 2,974 American Casualties on 9-11.
The Blue represents 1,035,587 Iraqi and Afghan civilian casualties in the following nine
years after 9-11.
That’s the debatable number… but even if the actual number is just a quarter of that
number, it means we killed about one hundred times more civilians than were killed on
9-11.
As I said, these are old numbers, and so don’t include the rise of ISIS, deaths in
countries like Syria, and the US soldiers that took their own lives after returning from
active duty.
All of this violence happened under Republican and Democrat leadership.
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At first he called it operation “infinite justice.” Ironically it was the Moslem community that
protested saying “only God can bring infinite Justice.” The name was changed to operation “enduring
freedom,” as if the US government could bring enduring freedom . . . no one seemed to protest.
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None of this violence resurrected the 2,974 people that died on 9-11.
And I don’t feel any safer today than I did on 9-12-2001.
I’m not saying this to make us feel guilty and try harder.
I’m saying this to expose our egos to the Glory of God so that the Truth might burn our
pride to dust and ashes, leaving nothing but a Word: Yeshua —“God help us!”
Perhaps you may be thinking,
“Peter, what could the government have done differently?”
Well, I have a few suggestions, but I don’t know if they’re any good.
As I said last time, the beast is extremely hard to kill.
And “Beware when fighting the dragon, lest you become the dragon.”
I honestly don’t see a political solution.
I don’t know what the government could’ve done differently.
“OK Peter, what could we have done differently?’
Well, we could have not be so terrified of death.
We can only battle terrorism, by no longer being terrified.
We could drink the blood of the Lamb, speak the Word of our testimony, and love not our
lives even unto death.
Last time we ended by remembering how Jesus battled the beast.
It’s also the way, in which, he redeems the harlot and turns her into a Bride.
It was precisely when that old harlot, Jerusalem, chanted “Crucify crucify” . . .
At the instigation of the beast from the land, colluding with the beast from the sea . . .
That Christ conquered.
It was precisely when we took His life that He gave His life.
It was precisely when the Roman soldier thrust the spear in Jesus’ side . . .
That the blood began to flow, and that beast dropped to his knees and began to
worship
the Lamb enthroned on the tree on Mt. Zion.
It was precisely when the harlot wounded His side that the Bride was created from His
side.
It was precisely then that she began to know, “Yahweh is my Helper”
It was then that we began to know The Good . . .
God alone is Good. And He gives us His Life. He is Beauty.
I love the scene at the end of King Kong when King falls from the Empire State Building.
In the 1976 version, it was the World Trade Center.
He falls because he tried to capture beauty in the form of the beautiful actress Ann
Darrow. He captures beauty and beauty captures Kong’s heart.
A reporter says, “It was the planes that got him.”
And Carl Denham played by Jack Black (in the 2005 version) says, “It wasn’t planes that
got him. It was Beauty killed the beast.” I love that line.
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On the cross, beauty conquered the dragon, killed the beast, and turned the harlot into a
Bride. That’s how Jesus goes to war.
How do we go to war?
How does His Kingdom come His will get done on earth as it is in Heaven?
Revelation 13:18 says, “This calls for wisdom: let the one who has understanding
calculate the number of the beast, for it is the number of [a] man, and his number is
666.” (…like the sixth day of creation, the sixth day of the week, and sixth hour of the
day, when we crucified the Lamb of God on a tree, in a garden, on Mt. Zion.)
Revelation 14:1-5
Then I looked, and behold, on Mount Zion stood the Lamb, and with him 144,000
who had his name and his Father’s name written on their foreheads. And I heard a
voice from heaven like the roar of many waters and like the sound of loud thunder.
The voice I heard was like the sound of harpists playing on their harps, and they
were singing a new song before the throne and before the four living creatures and
before the elders. No one could learn that song except the 144,000 who had been
redeemed from the earth. It is these who have not defiled themselves with women, for
they are virgins. It is these who follow the Lamb wherever he goes. These have been
redeemed from mankind as firstfruits for God and the Lamb, and in their mouth no lie
was found, for they are blameless.
In Chapter 13, John sees the beast and now he sees something entirely different.
He sees the Lamb and 144,000 on Mt. Zion.
According to Orthodox Jews, this is where the woman was made from Adam’s side.
This is where Abraham went to sacrifice Isaac and became the father of faith.
This is the site of Jerusalem, the harlot, who turns into a bride.
This is the site of the temple of stone that becomes a temple of flesh.
This is where the Lamb is slaughtered.
But now He’s singing or He is the Rhythm of the Song.
They all sing the New Song.
It appears to be the same “New Song” that’s sung in chapter five.
“Worthy are you to take the scroll
and to open its seals,
for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God
from every tribe and language and people and nation,
and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God,
and they shall reign on the earth.”
—Revelation 5:9-10
In chapter five they sing it outside the scroll—outside of space and time, but now they’re
in space and time—inside the creation on Mt. Zion singing.
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In the beginning, God spoke creation into existence or perhaps He sang it into existence.
That’s how Tolkien describes it in the Silmarillion.
That’s how CS Lewis describes it in the Chronicles of Narnia.
That’s how many Hindus picture it . . . God sings or dances creation . . .
He is the dancer and creation is His dance.
That’s even how physicists describe it today…
Quantum Field Theory pictures all matter as vibrations that manifest on
multidimensional strings.
God speaks creation into existence with His Logos—His Word.
That’s how John describes it in his gospel.
God is the singer. Jesus is the Song. And we become or are His dancing Body.
You are His creation, created on the sixth day and perfected on the Seventh Day.
The 144,000 have the name of God printed on their heads: Yahweh, I am that I am.
He is the Creator. On their foreheads they have the name of Yahweh and the name of
Yehoshua, Yeshua, it means God is Salvation. They are perfect so if they had a number,
I think it might be 777.
The Song they sing is praise! “Hallelujah…Hallelujah!”
[Peter begins to sing].
“It goes like this, the 4th, the 5th, the minor fall, the major lift (that’s the 7th).”
The fall on the sixth day makes them long for the perfection on the seventh.
No one can learn the Song except the 144,000 redeemed from the earth.
You see? God has literally turned their sin into Grace, their sorrow into laughter, and
their mourning into dancing.
They are the firstfruits of mankind (ha adam in Hebrew).
In Romans 11, Paul writes, “If the dough offered as firstfruits is holy, so is the whole
lump.” These are holy. And all mankind is the whole lump!
As we preached on extensively in chapter seven, they are a picture of Israel, but not the
Jewish nation-state named Israel, but the Israel of God. All 12 tribes times 12, times a
1000—the largest denomination in Biblical Greek. They are what theologians refer to as
the Church Militant. They are soldiers.
They are soldiers and what are they fighting? Not the rest of mankind!
They’re fighting for the rest of mankind in order to deliver all of mankind from the dragon,
his beasts, and the great whore.
They have not defiled themselves with women.
In ancient times men of honor, like Uriah the Hittite, would keep themselves from sexual
relations when called to war. Well, whether or not, that’s what this means, the 144,000
have not defiled themselves with women.
But more than that, actually they are women.
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They are “virgins,” it’s a female noun used for female persons like the Virgin Mary.
Paul wrote to the Corinthians saying, “I betrothed you to one husband, one helper, to
present you as an undefiled virgin to Christ.” If you know anything about the Corinthians,
you know they were the least un-virgin-like people in all the Roman Empire.
Paul is saying, I washed you in the blood of Christ, and turned you hookers and harlots
into a spotless Bride; remember who you are!
The 144,000 are singing soldier brides—or Bride—that follow the Lamb wherever He
goes, whether it’s a party or a cross that’s where they all go—in perfect harmony with
the Lamb, the Head, the Word, the Rhythm of the Song of God. They move as a Body.
When the beast moves, it looks like this:
[Image of an army marching in unison]

The Kingdom of God is not another beast.
The Kingdom of God is a Body.
• It’s not a covenant of self-interest that binds uniform individuals together for the
sake of self-preservation.
• It’s a covenant of self-sacrifice that binds unique members together for fun, for
joy, for no reason . . . for it is the Reason; it’s Love, and when everyone loves, it
is Eternal Life.
It doesn’t look like this:

Figure 1 Image credit: Peter Hiett

(We’ve talked about this in the previous sermons in this series)
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It looks a little more like this:

Figure 2 Image credit: Peter Hiett

It doesn’t move like this:
[Image of an army marching in unison]

It moves more like this:
[A clip of this couple dancing in perfect harmony—in silence—is shown]

[Peter begins to sing.]
I was travellin' down the road, feelin' hungry and cold
I saw a sign sayin' food and drinks for everyone…
Then somebody grabbed me, threw me outta my chair
Said before you can eat, you gotta dance like Fred Astaire-aire…
You know I can’t dance…
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You know I can’t dance…

I can march… but I can’t dance…
How do Fred Astaire and Ginger Rogers do that?
That’s got to be work, but it looks like rest.
How do they get billions of cells to move in perfect harmony, such that they manifest
such beauty and seem to have such fun?
How can they manifest such order and experience such freedom all at the same time?
How do they do that? . . . They must be listening to music.
[A clip of this couple dancing in perfect harmony—to music—is shown]:

So . . . how do all 144,000 on Mt. Zion move in perfect harmony with the Lamb?
Revelation 14:6-7
Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal (aionios) gospel to
proclaim to those who dwell on earth, to every nation and tribe and language and
people. And he said with a loud voice, “Fear God and give him glory, because the
hour of his judgment has come, and worship him who made heaven and earth, the
sea and the springs of water.”
Gospel means Good News or Beautiful News.
This Gospel is eternal and Paul writes that there is only one Gospel.
This Eternal Gospel must be the New Song.
And that’s why the Song is always new; things don’t get old in Eternity.
And that’s why the dance is rest; it’s the Seventh Day and everything is Good.
On the Seventh Day, you don’t move to accomplish anything; you move because all
things have been accomplished . . . “It is finished!”
And that’s why the dance is free; you don’t will to be anywhere else doing anything else
other than what you’re doing. You will what you want and want what you will.
This Eternal Gospel is the Good News that God’s Judgment has come.
And where is it now?
You know we thought that God’s Judgment was like a dead thing, like knowledge of
Good and evil that we could take from a book; we thought it was the law.
But what if the Judgment of God isn’t knowledge of the Good, but it is the Good?
What if the Good is not dead but alive?
What if the Word of God, Will of God, and Judgment of God is a Person?
And what if that Person could sit on the throne in the Sanctuary of your soul?
And sit on the throne in the sanctuary of your neighbor’s soul…
And on the throne in the sanctuary of everyone’s soul?
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Well, then everyone could be coordinated and animated from the inside, rather
than constrained and manipulated from the outside.
And what if that Person didn’t want to possess your soul but wanted to commune with
you in that sanctuary of your soul?
I mean what if that Person wanted you to sit on the throne with Him?
Well, then He might not possess your soul (like a demon) but romance your soul.
Jesus said, “Now is the judgment of this world, now will the ruler of this world be cast
out, and I when I am lifted up from the earth—and he was speaking of being lifted on
his cross—when I am lifted up from the earth I will romance all people to myself.”
They’re dancing on Mt. Zion because at the end of the sixth day Jesus delivered up
His Spirit… the same Spirit that fills His disciples forty days later at the feast of
Firstfruits, the feast of Pentecost, where they all begin praising God in tongues
undoing the curse on the tower of Babel. They give glory to God and they all begin
sharing everything in common like a great dance; they share all things with glad and
generous hearts.
Faith in you is Christ in you—His Spirit in you.
Through Faith, we hear the Word of God that surrounds us like a song.
You know? There is incredible logic in every song… every bit of music. It’s the insanely
advanced math of seemingly infinite harmonic oscillations in the atmosphere all around
you. You cannot comprehend all of the logic in a song, but the logic of a song can
comprehend you… and make you dance.
The Gospel is Eternal and the Gospel is the New Song.
You don’t create the Song.
It’s the Song that creates you.
The Song is all around you.
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Figure 3 Image credit: Peter Hiett

Everything Good, everything Beautiful, everything True, everything Reasonable,
everything Truly Logical is a manifestation of the Song…
So, why aren’t we nothing but Good, Beautiful, True, Reasonable and Logical—that is,
full of Logos? Why aren’t we dancing?
Well, maybe we can’t hear the Song . . .
The Song is sung to the glory of God. (By the way, that’s how you can distinguish
between the voice of the Lamb and the voice of the beast that looks like the Lamb. The
Song is to the glory of God.)
But almost everything I do is to the glory of me.
I think I have to glorify myself to make myself in the image of God.
But the glory of God is to make me in His own image.
So maybe I’ll have to lose the self that I’ve made.
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Figure 4 Image credit: Peter Hiett

Maybe I have to lose myself to see the Glory of God…
Maybe I’ll have to forget my ego to hear the Song and start dancing.
It’s hard to dance if I’m all self-conscious.
Maybe I’m imprisoned in one of these . . .
[Image of a boy inside a cage shaped like a man, by Igor Morski]

Imprisoned in an ego—the self that I make.
Maybe I’ve become beastly, just as we spoke of in the last sermon.
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Figure 5 Image credit: Peter Hiett

My city is a fortress, and my soul is a fortress, and inside the fortress is a lonely harlot—
like Rahab, in Jericho.
Another angel, a second, followed, saying, “Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great, she
who made all nations drink the wine of the passion [thumos: “anger”] of her sexual
immorality [porneia].”
—Revelation 14:8
The Walls of Jericho fell on the seventh day, the seventh time around, as the seven
priests blew seven trumpets before the Ark of the Covenant, and the people began to
shout and sing.
You know?
It was the practice of the Israelites to put the choir in front of the Army.
It was when Jonah, sang a prayer in the belly of the beast, that the beast barfed him
up on dry land.
It was when Jesus began to sing on the cross… the first line of Psalm 22, “My God
my God why have you forsaken me…”
At the end of the sixth day, Jesus started singing on the tree in the garden on Mt. Zion
and He kept singing even as He descended into Hell. He sang Psalm 22 all the way to
the end: “Before him shall bow all who go down to the dust… they shall come and
proclaim his righteousness to a people yet unborn, that he has done it.” “It is finished.”
That’s the Seventh Day!
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He sang and Matt. 27:51, the earth shook, tombs were opened and saints came out and
went into the city.
It was when Paul and Silas sang that the earth shook and the prison doors flew open.
They sang to the glory of God and joined the Eternal Song that’s sung around the
throne and sung into creation making all things and making all things new.
Now you may scoff and think that’s ridiculous. And yet, it’s why you’re here this morning.
We’re not here because of the Edict of Milan when Constantine declared the Empire
Christian…
We’re not here because of the US military or any human institution.
We’re here because some folks heard the Gospel and started to sing and their life
became a dance.
The ancient dragon isn’t in the least bit concerned with all the threats of the strongest
militaries in the history of the world or the empty threats of terrorists. But . . . he himself,
the ancient dragon, is utterly terrified when you hear the Gospel and begin to sing along,
and maybe even dance.
In chapter 17 we’ll read that the dragon, the beasts, and the harlot will make war on the
Lamb and the Lamb will conquer them… the Lamb and those with Him—the 144,000
singing dancers.
The Song destroys the beasts, both the big ones and the little ones…
Remember Solomon wrote that God is testing us that we might see that we are but
beasts.
Revelation 14:9-11
And another angel, a third, followed them, saying with a loud voice, “If anyone
worships the beast [Any worshiper of the beast (and remember last chapter 13:8, “all
who dwell on the earth will worship the beast”)] and its image and receives a mark on
his forehead or on his hand, he also will drink the wine [In the Revelation wine is
blood and blood is wine] of God’s wrath [thumos: translated “passion” last time in v.8]
poured full strength into the cup of his anger and he will be tormented [basanizo: The
last time we read this word it was translated “anquish.” In chapter 12:2 the woman
was in “anguish” to deliver… and we spoke of how our old man, must give birth to our
new man which is the life of Christ.]
Any worshiper of the beast will be made to drink this wine that is also torment or
anguish. They will be tormented or in anguish with fire and theion… [Theion is a word
that can be translated brimstone or divinity… We’ll come back to this a lot in the future.]
• Theos means God or the Divine.
• Theion is an adjective that can function as a noun meaning Divinity.
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It can also refer to sulfur and means something like “God stone,” for the ancients
pictured it as coming from the mouth of God, like a word, just as it does in the Old
Testament (Isaiah 30:33).

•

They will be anguished with fire and theion in the presence of the holy angels [“He
makes his angels a flame of fire,” says Scripture]…”in the presence of the holy angels
and in the presence of the Lamb.” [The Lamb appeared as the man of fire at the start
of the Revelation. And Paul writes that Jesus will destroy the antichrist with just the
“manifestation of his appearing—parousia.” 2 Thess. 2:8]
And the smoke of their torment goes up forever and ever, [literally for “eons of eons”
or “ages and ages.” Scripture says that we have come to the end of the ages in Christ
Jesus. He is the Lord of the Sabbath—the Eternal Day. Jesus is the End. Jesus is
eternal life—the life of God’s age] and they have no rest, day or night, these
worshipers of the beast and its image, and whoever receives the mark of its name.”
Maybe they have no rest because they’re stuck in the sixth day of creation,
And they won’t surrender to the symphony of the Seventh Day, which is God’s rest.
Maybe they have no rest because they think they have to make Good.
And they haven’t yet heard that the Good has made them; that’s Gospel!
They don’t rest because all their works are an arrogant illusion.
Cities, empires and nations do not abide . . .
But Faith, Hope, and Love are Eternal. The Great Dance is Eternal.
Every step in the dance is a deed that cannot be destroyed.
In fact, every step is a good work prepared beforehand that you would walk in it . . . or
more accurately dance in it.
“You know I can’t dance. You know I can’t dance.”
Rev. 14:12-13
“

Here is a call for the endurance of the saints, those who keep the commandments of
and their faith in Jesus” [literally: the faith of Jesus].

The faith of Jesus is literally in the saints… That is how it reads in Greek.
But why do they need to endure?
Unless perhaps their beastly old self is in the process of being burned away…
So that they’d be free to join the dance on Mt. Zion.
Paul writes, that we “were dead in our trespasses and sins and the un-circumcision of
our flesh…” Dead… and “we are constantly being given up to death,” writes Paul.
And I heard a voice from heaven saying, “Write this: Blessed [that means “happy”] are
the dead who die in the Lord [as if Jesus came to help the dead die in Him] …Blessed
are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.” “Blessed indeed,” says the Spirit, “that
they may rest from their labors, for their deeds follow them!”
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Jesus, John, and Paul all speak as if we, humanity, are already dead.
And so physical death really isn’t death; it’s only a symbol of death.
Death is being cut off from life.
So . . .

This is death.

This is more death.

This is the death of death.
This is the second death.
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This is Life!
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The death of death happens at the cross.
Satan keeps us in lifelong bondage through the fear of death…
And we’re already dead . . .
And the death of death is Eternal Life.
Do you see how we conquer?
• We conquer by the blood of the Lamb; it’s the life that flows through our veins.
• The blood of the Lamb and the Logos of our testimony; it’s the message that connects
each cell to the Head and it’s the Rhythm of the Song that animates all things.
• Blood of the Lamb, Logos of the testimony, Loving not our psyches (our individual
lives) even unto death.
I hope you see how that liberates us from the tyranny of the beasts…
And I hope you see how that liberates you from the tyranny of your own ego.
Peter starts singing: “You know I can’t dance… you know I can’t dance.”
Once I saw a movie about a boy that couldn’t dance . . .
And the harder he tried to dance, the worse he was at dancing…
In the words of CS Lewis, "As long as you have to count the steps, you are not yet
dancing but only learning to dance."
At the beginning of the sermon, maybe you felt yourself getting a bit burned; I was trying
to burn all of us. But to dance, you have to lose yourself in the music to find yourself
dancing. Slaves and children dance best because they don’t have much self to lose.
It may feel like wrath when God reduces you to a slave, or a child, when he humbles
you, cuts you, and burns your arrogant flesh away. It may feel like wrath, but it’s always
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Mercy. He’s helping you lose yourself so you can finally listen to the Song and surrender
to Joy.
One night this boy, sank into despair, gave up on dancing, and just listened to the
radio…
Clip from The Jerk
[Steve Martin, the jerk, Navin, is settling down in bed for the night. All hope of being able to dance well
is lost. He turns on the radio and is about to eat a Twinkie. The announcer says, “That’s the gospel from
the Full Gospel Tabernacle, now…music for it”….nice music begins to play. Just as Navin’s about to
bite into his Twinkie, he notices his toes moving back and forth to the music. A look of unbelievable
excitement fills his face; he puts down his Twinkie…suddenly his fingers begin to snap along to the
music. He gets up from his bed, taking care not to bring an end to the “miracle” that is taking place. He
is beginning to dance. He enjoys his new found ability and then just has to share it with others.]
Navin: Grandma! Grandma, Look!! [His grandma gets up out of bed.]
Grandma: What? What? [She begins to turn off the radio.
Navin: Don’t touch that radio!!
[Navin runs over to turn it straight back on.]
It’s unbelievable…unbelievable!!
[Now others join them in his Grandma’s bedroom]
It speaks to me. This is unbelievable!
[Navin pushes everyone out of the way so he can unveil his new
found gift!]
Now watch, watch!
[Navin begins moving up and down awkwardly on beat with the music
and snapping his fingers.
If this is out there…think how much more is out there!! “This kind of music speaks me; it
tells me to go out there and be somebody!”

That’s Navin… I’ve reflected on that scene for years.
In the end, Navin didn’t dance to make himself Good.
The Music is Good, so Navin lost himself and found himself dancing.
The Dance destroys the work of the devil, but that’s not the reason we dance.
The Dance is the Reason for all things.
The Great Dance is Love.
And God is Love—three Persons, One Dance, and He’s inviting you to join the Dance.
Communion
This is the Logic of the Dance.
He took bread and He broke it saying, “This is my body which is for you.”
And He took the cup saying, “[My dear,] This is the covenant in my blood; drink of it all of
you.”
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[Peter starts singing.]
I was travellin' down the road, feelin' hungry and cold
I saw a sign sayin' food and drinks for everyone…
But this is the law: Before you can eat, you gotta dance like Fred Astaire.
And this is the Gospel: The Lord of the Dance says, “Here! Eat my body; drink my
blood.”
Why do we come here each week? Isn’t it to confess, “You know I can’t dance.”
And the Lord of the Dance says, “Eat my body and drink my blood…”
And then we list to the Gospel and ingest the Gospel.
And then we start singing and dancing. We sing, “I can dance. I can dance.”
And we know that we dance by Grace, through Faith, and this is not of ourselves; it is
the gift of God. So, God alone gets the glory, and we are free.
In Jesus’ name, believe the Gospel. Come to the table; it is the Life and Logos of God.

Disclaimer: This document is a draft and has not been edited by the author. Therefore,
there may be discrepancies. Some discrepancies may be minor; some may have to do
with theology. When in doubt, please refer to the audio or video version of the sermon
on this website and don’t be shy about informing us of errors.
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