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Band plays “Battle Hymn of the Republic” Lyrics by Julia Ward Howe
Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord;
He is trampling out the vintage where the grapes of wrath are stored;
He hath loosed the fateful lightning of His terrible swift sword;
His truth is marching on. Glory! Glory! Hallelujah! Glory! Glory! Hallelujah! Glory! Glory!
Hallelujah! His truth is marching on.
I have seen Him in the watch-fires of a hundred circling camps;
They have builded Him an altar in the evening dews and damps;
I can read His righteous sentence by the dim and flaring lamps,
His day is marching on.
I have read His fiery gospel writ in rows of burnished steel!
"As ye deal with my condemners, so with you My grace shall deal!
Let the Hero, born of woman, crush the serpent with his heel, "
Since God is marching on.
He has sounded forth the trumpet that shall never call retreat;
He is sifting out the hearts of men before His judgment seat;
Oh, be swift, my soul, to answer Him; be jubilant, my feet!
Our God is marching on.

Prayer
Lord God, we pray that your Truth would march on. We pray that you would help us to
preach, in Jesus’ name, who is the Truth, and who is a double-edged sword, Amen.
Message
Last week, we began preaching on Revelation 14.
In chapter 13 John sees the beasts making a mess of things on the earth.
In chapter 14 his eyes see the glory of the coming of the Lord.
The Lord comes many times in the Revelation and yet, it’s all one time.
It’s the point at which eternity touches time. I think that’s now.
“Now is the Judgment,” said Jesus. 1
1 The beast was, is not, and is to come.
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And now is the only way to dance—you have to be in the now.
Well, John sees the glory of the coming of the Lord and the 144,000 with Him.
They all move in perfect harmony with Jesus, as they sing the new and eternal song, the
Gospel.
John sees Jesus and His dancing Body.
Last time, we noted that learning to dance is less about seizing control and more about
surrendering control. You have to lose yourself in the music to find yourself dancing.
The harder Navin tried to dance, the more self-conscious he got, and the worse he was
at dancing. Until one day, he stopped thinking about dancing and just listened to the
music.
Clip from The Jerk
[Steve Martin, the jerk, Navin, is settling down in bed for the night. All hope of being able to dance well
is lost. He turns on the radio and is about to eat a Twinkie. The announcer says, “That’s the gospel from
the Full Gospel Tabernacle, now…music for it”….nice music begins to play. Just as Navin’s about to
bite into his Twinkie, he notices his toes moving back and forth to the music. A look of unbelievable
excitement fills his face; he puts down his Twinkie…suddenly his fingers begin to snap along to the
music. He gets up from his bed, taking care not to bring an end to the “miracle” that is taking place. He
is beginning to dance. He enjoys his new found ability and then just has to share it with others.]
Navin: Grandma! Grandma, Look!! [His grandma gets up out of bed.]
Grandma: What? What? [She begins to turn off the radio.
Navin: Don’t touch that radio!!
[Navin runs over to turn it straight back on.]
It’s unbelievable…unbelievable!!
[Now others join them in his Grandma’s bedroom]
It speaks to me. This is unbelievable!
[Navin pushes everyone out of the way so he can unveil his new
found gift!]
Now watch, watch!
[Navin begins moving up and down awkwardly on beat with the music
and snapping his fingers.
If this is out there…think how much more is out there!! “This kind of music speaks me; it
tells me to go out there and be somebody!”

It’s not that Navin didn’t try to dance—it’s just that his efforts were no longer labor but
He only has power in your fears about the past or the future.
But you can only know Jesus now.
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rest; they were no longer constrained but free.
It’s like the rhythm of the dance was incarnate in Navin’s body. Navin couldn’t
comprehend the logic in the song, but the logic in the song comprehended Navin and set
his feet to dancing.
The sermon was titled: “Blessed are the Dead who Die and Dance.”
We ended at Revelation 14, verse 13 “And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying,
‘Write this: Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.’ ‘Blessed indeed,’
says the Spirit, ‘that they may rest from their labors, for their deeds follow them!’”
Blessed are the dead who die, not that have died . . . but who die.
We talked about the fact that Jesus, John, Paul, and much of the Bible talks as if
physical death really isn’t death . . . but separation from life is death.

Figure 1 Image credit: Peter Hiett

This is death . . . death is not the result of sin. Sin is choosing death.
Those blue dots represent souls, and that one is lost and alone.
The Lord said, “The day you eat of it dying you will die.” 2
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They took from the tree of the knowledge of Good and evil,
They were separated from God who is Good and whose Word is Life,
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Figure 2 Image credit: Peter Hiett

This is more death. They built a city and hoped it was life.
These souls may pretend to Love, but they can’t comprehend Love.

And cut off from the tree of Life, they died.
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Figure 3 Image credit: Peter Hiett

This is the death of death, which John calls the second death.

The death of death is Life.
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Figure 4 Image credit: Peter Hiett

And Life is the great dance of Love.
God is Love: God is three persons and one Dance.
God is Love: And He is calling you to join Him.
You don’t have to physically die to do so, but you do have to die…
It’s not clear whether the dancers on Mt. Zion have physically died or not…
But they were dead and have died because they are redeemed. 3
“Blessed are the dead who die” . . . and dance.
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Paul taught that we were all dead in our trespasses and sins…
And then, before he physically died, Paul wrote, “It is no longer I that live”—that would mean he had been dead
and died—“It’s no longer I that live, but Christ who lives in me and the life which I now live in the flesh, I live by
the faith of the son of God who loved me and delivered himself up for me.”
See? Something else was in control of Paul’s flesh and that something was the Logos of God, the Logic of the
Song, the Rhythm in the Dance—Paul was dancing.
Paul was living through loving . . . and when he loved, he enjoyed the ride.
It wasn’t labor but rest, it wasn’t bondage but freedom.
He didn’t dance for his own glory, but he reflected God’s glory.
He became the manifestation of God’s glory—the image of God.
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Last week after the service, a friend asked me a great question: “How do you die?”
See? It’s not as easy as you think, once you realize that the true death isn’t the death of
your body but the death of your soul. That’s why suicide won’t work. You can’t kill your
self with your self; it’s just more self.
But my friend wasn’t asking about suicide; I think I know what he was asking:
•
•
•

How do you stop thinking about the dance steps, and start dancing?
How do you lose yourself and find yourself dancing?
How do you forget yourself?

Have you ever tried to forget something?
The harder you try to forget the more you remember:
“Peter stop thinking about the
fact that some of these people think your sermons are too long, and that you think you
might be washed up, and you sometimes struggle to find your words and you want to be
as funny as Alan but you’re not; you better stop thinking about you, you’re so stuck on
you. What’s wrong with you?”
How do you forget you?
How do you go to a party and stop worrying about yourself, long enough to really enjoy
another self and so enjoy your own self?
How do you lose your self, and then find yourself loving, living and dancing?
Well, if you’re English, this is one way:
Clip of a British Crowd Watching a Football Match
[Several British people watch one of the final soccer games leading up to the World Cup
together. They watch intensely in anticipation of the outcome of a play, then all together
they cheer in glee and then begin dancing and celebrating together.]
Isn’t that amazing hundreds of boring, uptight, socially repressed British people… and
suddenly they break out dancing, and in a few minutes they’re all singing the same song
and moving together in an impromptu dance.
None of them are worried about looking silly or stupid.
None of them are worried about being judged; they just received the judgment: England
wins, which means we win, which means I’m dancing.
That’s the power of Gospel—Gospel means Good News.
Unfortunately, none of those people are dancing today, for England lost to Croatia in the
semifinals, and even if they hadn’t lost, the dance would’ve gotten old and they’d be
worried about the final game.
But imagine if there really was Good News—an “Eternal Gospel.”
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Figure 5 Image credit: Peter Hiett

I mean Good News that touched and transformed every moment in space and time and
never got old, for things never get old in eternity.

Figure 6 Image credit: Peter Hiett

In the Seventh Day, everything is new—every moment in space and time is filled with
the Logos of Life, the Rhythm of the Dance. Jesus wins every where, every when, and
every how.
Well, to lose yourself, you have to become pre-occupied with something bigger, better,
or more beautiful than yourself. As we said last time, “It was beauty killed the beast.” 4
Navin had his self humbled by circumstances and his inability to dance…
And then he heard beautiful music, lost himself in the music, and found himself
A great beauty can kill the selfish beast that is you… and it’s a wonderful death.
When I first started dating Susan, I couldn’t remember a thing. I drove through stop lights and stop
signs; drove over the median on Broadway and bent the frame on my Dad’s car…
And over the years I’ve come to actually think about her, rather than myself, every once in a while.

4
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dancing… He was humbled and then exalted by a song.
So how do you die?
You look or listen to something bigger better or more beautiful than yourself.
If you really want to die, you look to God.
In Scripture, no one can truly see God and live . . .
That’s how you die… And why are we so afraid to die?
Well, isn’t because we’re terrified of judgment?
We think, “It’s best just to be a wall-flower and not get carried away by the song.”
We think, “I better maintain control because I might be judged.”
“In fact, I better get to work on myself to prepare for judgment;
I better judge myself, save myself, and so redeem myself;
I better get to work.“
And so you do. And you know how it is… You work, and you work, and you work, but
you can’t rest; none of your deeds last, they all turn to dust.
And yet you know you’ll be judged and you’re not prepared for judgment.
So you think: “I better hide myself until I am . . .”
And yet you’re fast becoming “I am not…” nothing but a shadow, alone in the dark—a
ghost.
“Blessed are the dead, who die in the Lord, from now on.”
I suspect that also means, “Woe to the dead, who don’t die.”
My wife and I have had some weird encounters with ghosts.
The Old Testament refers to them as the raphaim or the familiar spirits, obe.
The New Testament uses the word phantasma.
I think they’re the dead who won’t die…
I have a slew of weird stories that we don’t have time for…
But suffice it to say, I think that ghosts are souls that are convinced they must justify
themselves before the Judgment. That is they’re dead, but terrified to die and so they’re
stuck in space and time, in a place called Sheol or Hades.
“No one can truly see God and live . . . or stay dead.”
When you truly see Him, you’ll lose your psyche and find it.
Scripture commands us to never consult with the dead—that’s necromancy.
And yet, I have preached to the dead . . . on at least three or four occasions of which I’m
very much aware.
My wife is the church cleaning lady and our old building was built in 1890 on a
graveyard. One day, she came and got me because she kept hearing weeping through a
little door in the back of a closet. Together we went down into this dark space under the
Sanctuary, where she saw figures huddled in the darkness. I had already bound evil
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spirits and told them to leave, so I began telling these figures who Jesus was.
My wife (whom I’ve learned to trust with these things over the years) saw Jesus appear
in the darkness, and a door open behind Him. And so I preached. I preached Gospel to
the ghosts: “He loves you. You can trust Him. All is forgiven. You can go home.” Susan
said, “Peter, some are looking up. The moment they look up and see Jesus they’re like
transformed, they rise and go to Him and Jesus is taking them through a door. On the
other side is daylight and an entire new creation.” And then she said, “But Peter, some
won’t look up.” She then heard Jesus say, “I’m leaving this door here, for those that will
still come.”
On Sunday mornings, I used to think of them when I’d preach, for that room was right
under the spot in which I would be standing . . .

Why wouldn’t they listen?
Why wouldn’t they look up?
Why wouldn’t they join the dance that is life?
Well, they were terrified of Judgment.
They were convinced they had to justify themselves before they could be judged.
They didn’t realize that the Grim Reaper is not grim.
They didn’t know that the Judgment is a harvest…
In Scripture, a harvest isn’t grim; in fact, God always commands a party.
In Scripture, there are three harvests every year, and every one of them is a
commanded party…. a feast, a festival, a holy day—that means holiday.
Passover comes at the barley harvest—it’s the first in early spring. Jesus is the
Passover Lamb and firstborn of all creation, firstborn from the dead. 1 Cor. 15:20 “He is
the firstfruits of them that have fallen asleep.”
Pentecost comes seven weeks after Passover at the wheat harvest, also called “the
feast of first fruits” . . . the 144,000, the Church, is a kind of firstfruits.
The feast of ingathering—or tabernacle—comes at the grape harvest, when all the fruit
of the field is gathered in and the winepress is trampled. i
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A Walk in the Clouds video clip is shown. (See the next page)
Paul, the groom of Victoria Aragon strenuously harvests grapes under the morning sun.
Victoria reaches over and grabs his pruning shears and shows him how to easily snip a
bunch. Paul laughs as she moves back to her own.
The scene changes again to show a huge vat with a bunch of people dancing inside it in
a circle. Everyone is singing and dancing outside it with a band playing as they stomp
the grapes.
Song: Crush the grapes! Crush the grapes!
The scene focuses in on Paul and Victoria facing each other in the middle of a wine vat.
People dance around them. The couple smiles and they move towards each other to kiss.

You should be familiar with that video clip. I’ve used it a gazillion times.
They’re harvesting grapes and dancing in a winepress—bride and groom.
That might be painful if you’re a grape, but it’s definitely not grim.
[Peter begins singing] “Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord.”
That’s Revelation 14
- John sees the Lamb on Mt. Zion with the 144,000 singing warrior—brides dancing in
perfect harmony (vs.1).
- An angel flies overhead with an “eternal gospel” to proclaim to all people (vs.6).
- The angel says, “Fear God and give him glory for the hour of his judgment [krisis] has
come.”
-And I heard a voice from heaven saying, “Write this: Blessed [“Blessed” means “not
Grim”] are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.” “Blessed indeed,” says the Spirit,
“that they may rest from their labors, for their deeds follow them!” (v. 13) 5
Revelation 14:14-16
Then I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and seated on the cloud one like a son of
man, with a golden crown on his head, and a sharp sickle in his hand. And another
angel came out of the temple, calling with a loud voice to him who sat on the cloud,
“Put in your sickle, and reap, for the hour to reap has come, for the harvest of the
earth is fully ripe.” So he who sat on the cloud swung his sickle across the earth, and
the earth was reaped.
So, John sees Jesus, our Passover Lamb.

5

Their dance is rest and it is eternal; all their deeds are movements in that great Dance.
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Then, in verses 14-16, John sees Pentecost, the harvest of the wheat.
Next, in 17-20, John will see the Feast of Tabernacles, the grape harvest.
That feast lasted seven days and ended with an Eighth Day, which was viewed as an
endless Seventh Day in which “all is finished and everything is good.” (shemini atzeret)
Well, here in verse 14, John looks and sees the Reaper.
He has a golden crown and is one like a son of man. 6
According to Scripture, the devil had “the power of death,” but the power of death is the
“fear of death” (Hebrews 2:14).
And the death of death is the Life . . . Jesus is the Life, the Resurrection, and the Life.
Jesus is the Angel of Yahweh, and Jesus is the Reaper. He said, “I will come for you.”
“Another angel” calls to Jesus from the heavenly temple, which is us: “Maranatha—
Come and get it; the harvest is ripe”
This angel must be the Holy Spirit in us, coming out of us or through us.
In Matthew (13:9) Jesus says that the Harvest is at “the close of the age.”
In Mark (4:26) He says, “When the grain is ripe, at once the reaper, puts in the sickle.”
In John (4:35) He says, “look… the fields are white unto harvest.” They’re ripe.
That’s fascinating in several ways.
For one, it means The Judgment was two thousand years ago, and probably still is now.
And secondly, it means that something rather strange is being harvested.
Think of what Jesus was looking at: A crowd of sinners, who would eventually abandon
Him and crucify Him.
In John 12 Jesus says, “The hour has come for the son of Man to be glorified. Unless a
grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies it remains alone; but if it dies it bears much
fruit… Now is the Judgment of this world.”
Jesus is the Promised Seed, and Scripture says that we are God’s field.
That makes Jesus the thing that is reaped, as well as the Reaper. 7

6
7

Now that shouldn’t surprise you, “Jesus said, ‘I will come for you…’”
It’s the Lord who numbers our days, not the devil.

“If it dies it bears much fruit,” says Jesus.
If the first death is seizing control and remaining alone, the second death is surrendering control and bearing
much fruit.
You know all the scientists in the world can’t make a single piece of fruit.
Every farmer knows he can’t make a single piece of fruit.
At best he can break up the field and throw some dung on it.

And if you were the field, all you could do is be broken and dunged . . . and then maybe watch as a seed in you
turned your dirt and dung into a plant that absorbed the light and produced a miracle called fruit.
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“If it dies it bears much fruit,” said Jesus—The Passover Lamb.
When He died He delivered up His Spirit—the same Spirit that fell on the Church at
Pentecost, when they all began to share everything in common with glad and generous
hearts, as if their lives were a dance of Love.”

According to Paul, the Fruit of the Spirit is Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness,
Goodness, Faith, Humility, (prautas: meekness, humility) and Self-control (or self under
control.)
If Love is a law, I end up hating Love because I can’t fulfill it.
But Love is not a law, God is Love, and He fulfills me and sets my feet to dancing.
The dance is Joy, but when I manufacture joy, I make everyone sick.
And if I think I’ll be judged on my ability to have peace, I’ll get neurotic.
If I think I have to manufacture fruit to justify myself before God, before the Judgment
• I’ll compete for kindness and become the worst kind of mean.
• I’ll take the Good and crucify goodness.
• I’ll manufacture faith, which is faith in my own faith, which is just the opposite of
faith.
If I have faith in Susan, it’s not to my glory but her glory.
She’s the farmer and I’m the field.
She grew faith in me through years of faithfulness to me.
If I think I’m responsible for humility, I’ll become to proud to dance.

Every mother knows that she must labor, but she cannot make a baby.
It’s the baby that makes her a mother.
As we’ve learned, we are the Mother of Christ, born from our dirt and dung, like a baby born in a manger in a
cattle stall.
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Humility is not being ashamed of yourself or hating yourself.
Humility is forgetting yourself.
Jesus said, “When you do good deeds, don’t even let your right hand know what your
left hand is doing.”
The only way I can be totally unaware of what my body is doing, and yet still be doing
something logical, beautiful, and good is if I’m dancing—if I’ve lost myself and found
myself dancing.
Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, Goodness, Faith, Humility, and Self-control,
which means self under control: engkrateia. (Engkratia is like a body no longer
controlled by its own logic, but controlled by the Logos of God, the rhythm of the new
and eternal song.)
Well, good deeds are “the fruit of the spirit.”
And bad deeds are “the work of the flesh.”
When I think I can manufacture the fruit of the Spirit, I make fake fruit.
I make works of the flesh that I advertise as a fruit of the Spirit:
I make envy and pretend it’s Love.
I make pride and pretend it’s Faith.
I make factions and pretend it’s Peace.
I make fake fruit, imitation fruit, in Greek, anti-fruit, like and antichrist—not just
opposed to Christ but an imitation Christ—a lie about Christ.
Jesus told a parable about a farmer who sowed wheat and an enemy that sowed tares.
[Image of wheat and tares]

Tares look like wheat and yet are an entirely different species… they are imitation wheat
or anti-wheat. Jesus said the enemy is the devil and in John, He tells us that the devil is
the father of lies and that the Pharisees were of their father—the devil. The devil can’t
father people, but he sows lies and those that believe the lies can make imitation people,
proud people, and false people.
We can’t just pull up the tares without rooting up the wheat, according to Jesus.
We can’t judge because the roots are entangled.
We can’t judge others, and we can’t even judge ourselves for each of us is a field of
good choices and bad choices, a field of good deeds and bad deeds.
Jesus said, “You can’t pull up the tares; you have to wait for the harvest.”
You see? It would be Good News if the harvest was now.
That would mean that the farmer would free you from your weeds…
And maybe he’d plant more seed, in your broken and dirty soil.
John the Baptist said that Christ will gather the wheat into the barn and burn the chaff
with unquenchable fire. After the wheat is separated from the tears (the weeds), it’s
threshed to separate the chaff from the grain.
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[Image of grain and chaff]

Some think, that some folks are wheat and others are chaff. But every grain of wheat
grows within a casing that is chaff. (Isaiah 27:12) In the same way, Scripture claims that
there is a New Man growing in the casing of your old man; a True Self growing in your
false self.
That New Man is born of God and the old man is the work of your flesh.
The New Man gives glory to God & the old man receives glory from men & glorifies itself.
So, if you’re proud of yourself, that self is chaff.
And if you’re grateful for yourself, that self is wheat. 8
If you’re proud, if you exalt yourself and so are ashamed and arrogant all at once, you’ve
confused yourself with the chaff, and you will be tormented by fire…
If God would separate you, from the chaff, before the fire, that would be very Good
News.
Chaff is restlessness, bondage and makes you a terrible dancer
And yet, God does grow a kernel of wheat within the confines of chaff….
Well, thank God for good deeds in you because they are the deeds of God in you.
But should you thank God for the chaff and the tares?
And why did God ever allow bad deeds, and bad people, in the first place?
Many commentators seem to think that Revelation 14:14-16—the harvest of wheat is the
harvest of good deeds. And that Revelation 14:18-20 is the harvest of bad deeds, for the
angel harvests grapes that are thrown into the winepress of the wrath of God.

8

The New Man is wheat
And the old man is chaff—He is the restless work of the ego that will be burned and turn to ash.

The New Man consists of love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faith, humility and self under control, the
fruit of the spirit.
The old man is the work of the flesh, which is more flesh—Gal.5:19:
• It’s porneia, the attempt to buy and sell love.
• It’s desecration instead of creation; it’s debauchery, idolatry, sorcery, hostility, rivalry, jealousy,
anger, ambition, divisions, factionalism.
• It’s thinking you’ve won because another has lost and so delighting in their damnation for you think
it means your salvation.
• It is the beast that is your ego.
• It’s the old self in control.
• It is everything that keeps you from dancing.

It thinks good deeds are bank accounts, houses, businesses, degrees, awards, titles like doctor or reverend,
institutions like seminaries, and programs like mission projects. One day they will all burn, but the faith, hope and
love in those mission projects, seminaries, institutions and bank accounts will not burn. And it could be that the
faith in a widow’s mite offered at the temple, was greater than the faith of King Solomon who thinks he built it.
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Revelation 14:17-20
Then another angel came out of the temple in heaven, and he too had a sharp sickle.
And another angel came out from the altar, the angel who has authority over the fire,
and he called with a loud voice to the one who had the sharp sickle, “Put in your
sickle and gather the clusters from the vine of the earth, for its grapes are ripe.” So
the angel swung his sickle across the earth and gathered the grape harvest of the
earth and threw it into the great winepress of the wrath of God. And the winepress
was trodden outside the city, and blood flowed from the winepress, as high as a
horse’s bridle, for 1,600 stadia.
It says “another angel” came out of the temple . . . maybe it’s not Jesus.
And “another angel” that came from the altar called to the first.
This may still be a picture of Jesus and His Spirit, but if it’s not where are they now?
Well, in Chapter 19 verse 15 we read that Jesus treads (present tense), He treads the
winepress of the thumos, the passion of the wrath of God. That’s where you’ll find Him,
Bride of Christ, in the winepress.
The Lord says, “Vengeance is mine” and we all want vengeance—ekdikesis in Greek—It
literally means “out right” or “bring out righteousness,” as if it was stuck in something.
Around 800 BC Joel prophesied that someone would tread the winepress, filled with the
enemies of Israel, filled with evil (Joel 3:13). If you’re an oppressed people group, that’s
pretty good news.
Around 500 BC Isaiah prophesied the same thing . . . In chapter 63:1-10
He sees a great warrior, covered in garments stained red.
He comes from trampling winepress.
At first, we might think Isaiah is prophesying that the Lord will trample Israel’s enemies,
and in that way save Israel . . . and He is. But then we wonder if Israel is God’s enemy.
v.10) We read that the Lord became the enemy of Israel.
v.6) The Lord says, “I trampled down the peoples…”
That might include His peoples.
v.5) The Lord says, “So my own arm saved me and brought me salvation.”
Why would God need salvation? Why would God save God?
- You know if my children need to be saved, I also need to be saved.
- If my children have an enemy, I have the very same enemy, even if the enemy is
them . . . or me.
- “My own arm brought me salvation,” says God the Father.
v.4) “I have trodden the wine press alone and from the peoples none was there to
help me.”
v.1) The watchmen sees that this warrior comes from Edom.
Edom is another name for Esau.
Esau was the first-born and Jacob cheated Esau out of his birthright.
Jacob is another name for Israel.
Israel is another name for us… And Jesus is the firstborn…
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Well, we all want vengeance upon our enemies—and that it might happen is truly Good
News. We want vengeance upon those who are evil, but as we grow we realize that we
too are those that are evil.
We gain knowledge of Good and evil, and in the words of Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn, we
come to realize that “the line separating good and evil passes not through states, nor
between classes, nor between political parties either—but right through every human
heart--and through all human hearts. . .”
I love the Battle Hymn of the Republic because it’s not really about the republic. In 1861
Julia Howe heard some soldiers singing a similar song, and a pastor friend suggested to
Julia that she could write better lyrics for their song. She did. And so the soldiers sang a
new song. I think it’s eternal [Peter begins to sing]:
“Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord he is trampling out the
vintage where the grapes of wrath are stored. He has loosed the fateful lightning of
his terrible swift sword.”
In Revelation 19, we read that He treads the winepress and that He wields a sword,
which comes from his mouth, with which he slays the nations… the peoples. In verse 18,
we find that the sword severs the flesh from “all men,” not “some men.”
In Scripture, grape juice is called the “blood of the grape” (Deut. 32:14).
It is pressed from the flesh of the grape.
It appears that “all flesh” is in the winepress of the passion of the wrath of God.
In Romans, Paul writes about “sin in the flesh.”
He talks as if sin in the flesh, is like juice in a grape, which is like the blood in our bodies.
And at the winepress, Christ crushes it, and that is God’s vengeance.
But this is the crazy thing: a winepress makes wine—this is blood that’s wine and wine
that’s blood—and the reapers are not grim. And the one who treads the winepress is
named “God is salvation.”
The winepress is trodden outside the city. That’s where the flesh of the sin offering was
to be burned. And that’s where our Lord’s flesh was crushed on a tree. Isaiah 53
says, “The Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all… it was the will of the Lord to crush
him… when his soul makes an offering for sin.”
So, Jesus tramples . . . and Jesus is the one who is trampled.
Romans 8:3 “God sent his son in the likeness of sin . . . full flesh and for sin, to condemn
sin in the flesh.” How did Jesus get His flesh full of sin?
2nd Cor. 5:21 “For our sake, God made him to be sin, who knew no sin, that we might
become the righteousness of God.”
In the winepress, God transforms our sin into righteousness.
And this must be the vengeance of God—How he brings out righteousness.
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Life that we’ve kept as our own, becomes life for others, and that’s righteousness.
On the cross, God in Christ Jesus transforms our sin into righteousness.
On the tree, in the Garden, just outside the walls of Jerusalem our Bridegroom is
crushed and we gain the knowledge of Good.
We take God’s life and see that He’s always given His Life.
We gain the knowledge of Good and evil.
Taking the Life is evil… and offering the Life for another is Good.
We gain knowledge and receive life, and begin to bleed Life of others.
The Life is in the blood and the blood is wine and the wine is blood.
What else could the winepress of the passion of the wrath of God be, other than the
cross of Christ? But I never hear anyone talk about that.
But the church fathers taught that (such as Gregory the Great and Augustine of Hippo).
And it’s been represented in art down through the ages.
This is a painting from 1490

Figure 7 Christ in the winepress; in: Kuttenberger Kantionale; Vienna, Austrian National Library, Music Collection;
Mus. Hs. 15501; fol. 86v

This is from a Calvinist in 1596
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Figure 8 Image credit: Karel van Mander (Meulebeke, 1548 - Amsterdam, 1606)

This is from Germany in 1649
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Figure 9 Image credit (photo by): Dieter Horst Steinmetz [CC BY-SA 2.0], via Wikimedia Commons

The naked folks to the left are Adam and Eve; you see they’re no strangers to this press,
this cross, and this tree.
And so what are the grapes of wrath?
Well, I’m pretty sure these are the grapes of wrath . . . (See next page)

Figure 10 Image credit: Peter Hiett
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And now if you’ve been tracking with these sermons (in this series), hopefully, you’ll
think,
“Hey a blue bubble represents my soul, my psyche!”
Exactly: You have to lose your psyche, to find it, and start dancing.
You might think: “But didn’t God create my soul when He breathed the breath of life into
the dust?”
Yes Exactly: Your life is God’s life and Christ is that Life. He is the Life. He is the Life in
your soul.
If you refuse to surrender the Life, if you hold the breath of Life as if it were your own life,
you’ll puff up and turn blue. If you refuse to expire, just as you were inspired, you’re dead
and will remain alone. Adam didn’t know that it was not good to be alone.
So, in the Garden, God planted a tree and on the tree was Life. And on the tree was the
knowledge of the Good, for the Life is the Good. God is Good and Christ is Life.

Figure 11 Image credit: Peter Hiett

We took the Good, to make ourselves Good, which is evil.
Which means we took the Life, which is death.
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Figure 12 Image credit: Peter Hiett

We took the Life, which is death.
But Christ revealed that God has always given the Life, which is the Good.
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Figure 13 Image credit: Peter Hiett

So, at the cross we gain knowledge of the Good, which is giving your life.
And so we surrender our lives, for Christ has given His Life.
We surrender our lives, which are actually dead.
But the death of death is Eternal Life.
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Figure 14 Image credit: Peter Hiett

And what is Eternal Life?
It’s an endless Communion of Life that circulates through Body of Christ.
It’s a River of Life coursing through vessels of Mercy that were once vessels of wrath.
So, what is a grape of wrath?
It’s you separated from God, holding your breath, holding on to your “own life.”
And with what is God so angry?
He’s angry at the separation, which is death.
And what is His desire?
The death of death, which is Life, a Communion of Love.
And what is His solution—He tramples the winepress, and He is also the One that is
trampled; He is absolute Mercy
It’s how He saves Himself from the pain of being separated from you.
And it’s how He creates in you a desire . . . the desire for Life, and He is Life . . .
Such that you would know the Good and choose the Good in Freedom.
Such that you would no longer be a vessel of wrath but a vessel of Mercy.
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Such that you would bleed Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, Goodness, Faith,
Gentleness, and Self-control.
You would bleed it; you wouldn’t hang onto it as if it were your own.
Such that you’d grow fruit and rejoice at every chance to give it away.
Such that you would join the great Dance.
Such that you would love as you have been loved.
Such that you would be made in the very image of God.
You see? The Judgment of God not only separates Good deeds from bad.
It takes your bad deeds and transforms them into God’s good deed, which is you, the
new you—your new and eternal self.
That’s how God makes a St. Peter, St. Paul, or St. John
He lets them sin and then He reveals His Mercy.
And Peter the coward becomes the rock on which He builds His Church.
And Paul the chief (meaning first and foremost) of sinners becomes the apostle of
Grace.
And John the son of thunder (called the son of thunder because he had so much
anger) becomes the apostle of Love.
The Judgment of God reveals that all your good deeds are God’s deeds.
And it transforms all your bad deeds into mercy.
So the Judgment of God is the death of your ego.
The Judgment of God is the only way to truly die.
The Judgment of God is the death of death that will set your feet to dancing.
People don’t dance because they’re afraid of Judgment.
But God’s Judgment will make you dance.
You cannot justify yourself before the Judgment of God.
But the Judgment of God justifies you.
You can’t comprehend the Judgment of God.
But the Judgment of God will comprehend you.
The Judgment of God is the Great Dance.
The Judgment of God is Beauty.
(It’s Beauty that kills the beast and transforms the harlot into the Bride)
The Judgment of God can look painful in this world,
But it’s the ecstasy of the next.
When one person loves it looks like a man on a cross.
When two people love, it looks like a great marriage.
And when everybody loves it looks like a party or a dance, it looks like a living,
dancing, blessed Body—the Body of Christ.
The Judgment of God is the harvest of the earth, and have you noticed what it is that’s
being harvested?
It’s wheat and grapes.
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It’s bread and wine.
It’s Body and Blood.
It’s the Body of Christ.
It’s humanity in the image of God . . .
When and where everything is good and all is finished.
The Judgment of God is everything that you truly desire.
The Judgment of God is the eternal Gospel.
The Judgment of God is Jesus.
And why am I telling you this? Why am I telling me this?
Why do I preach to the dead?
So we’d look up and run to the Judgment of God, and maybe even start dancing.
[Peter begins to sing]
He has sounded forth the trumpet that shall never call retreat;
He is sifting out the hearts of men before His judgment seat;
Oh, be swift, my soul, to answer Him; be jubilant, my feet!
Our God is marching on.

Close your eyes. You are now sitting before His Judgment seat of the Living God.
Pray this prayer with me, in the Sanctuary of your heart.
Lord God, I am your field and I am your vineyard.
You are the Lord of the harvest. Judge me Jesus.
Lord, I am your field and I can’t separate the wheat from the tares. I try, but I can’t
But I give you the field.
Thank you for the good that you have grown in me. Thank you for the wheat.
And I surrender the tares . . . all the ways I’ve pretended to be good when I’m bad.
Lord, I don’t know what is wheat and what is a tare, but you do; it’s your field.
And I surrender the chaff . . . perhaps some of these things were necessary in the
past, but I need them no longer. Thank you for the grain that you grew in the chaff.
It’s yours.
I am your field and I am your vineyard.
You are the Vine and I am the branches…
You supply me with Life—that is your very self—you are “the Life.”
But I have considered my life to be my own; that’s sin.
Take it to your winepress, where you turn it into Grace.
Thank you that where sin increased, Grace abounded all the more.
It’s yours.
Judge me Jesus.
It’s not my harvest. I am your harvest.
Communion
He took bread and broke it saying this is my body given to you; take an eat.
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And He took the cup of saying, “This is the covenant in my blood poured out for the
forgiveness of sins. Drink of it all of you, and do it in remembrance of me.”
This is His judgment seat. And I think He’s saying something like this to you:
“Come die with me and rise with me….
Let’s enjoy our harvest…
We can start dancing even in the winepress.”
That’s Good News.
In Jesus’ name. Amen.
______________________________________________________________________
I don’t know if the dead are listening right now.
I don’t know if some of the raphaim, the phantasms, or obes are still cowering in the dark
under the sanctuary refusing to look up.
If they are, I believe Jesus is with them.
Because I’m a dad, and I’m not a great dad, but if one of my kids is going to be lost, I’m
going to be lost with them. So, I think He’s there by the power of His Spirit whispering,
“You can open your eyes.”
Isaiah prophesied that the earth would give birth to the raphaim, the dead.
And we will read in three chapters that, in the end, that place will be thrown in the lake of
Holy Fire, and death will be no more.
______________________________________________________________________
[See the next page for the benediction]
Benediction
This is my point this morning: You don’t need to fear death.
If you’ve been to this table (the communion table)… you were dead… and you just died.
“Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord,” from now on.
If you believe it . . . you will start dancing.
You believe, but also don’t believe… (He’s still growing belief in you. Faith is a fruit of
His Spirit) so you dance a little, but not a lot.
And so every day, even every moment, come and sit before the Judgment seat . . . sit
before Him and remember that you are not the Lord of the harvest…until you know with
every fiber of your being that the harvest is not yours, but you are the Lord’s harvest.
That’s Gospel!
And He is an excellent farmer, a wonderful reaper, a marvelous baker, and He makes
the most exquisite of all wine.

Disclaimer: This document is a draft and has not been edited by the author. Therefore,
there may be discrepancies. Some discrepancies may be minor; some may have to do
with theology. When in doubt, please refer to the audio or video version of the sermon
on this website and don’t be shy about informing us of errors.
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i It seems that Paul is referencing the three great feasts in 1 Corinthians 15:23-26. Notice that God redeems all in
Christ, just as all suffer the fall in Adam (Christ is the Eschatos Adam). Then Paul describes how this happens:
Christ the Passover and firstborn is resurrected (That’s the first feast, the barley harvest, Passover). Then the
Church, the 144,000, the “Israel of God” is resurrected (That’s the feast of Pentecost, the wheat harvest). Then in
the end of the growing season, all are resurrected to Life (That’s the feast of Ingathering or Tabernacles, when
the grapes and all fruits (olives, etc., etc.) are harvested.

But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. For as by a man
came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall
all be made alive. But each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ.
Then comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule and every
authority and power. For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 26 The last enemy to be
destroyed is death. – 1Cor. 15:20-26
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