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Prayer 
 
So Lord we thank you that you abide with us. And I thank you Lord God that you long to be with us 
far more than we long to be with you. But you’re giving us your desires, making us in your image so 
that we can share in your unspeakable joy. Lord God I pray that you would help us to preach. In 
Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 

Message 
 

 “Sunday Morning” video by North Point Church (2010) 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pzqaITA3IO0 

It used to be called contemporary. Some call it relevant. We're so cool, we call it 
CONTEMPORVANT. 

 
“Praise the Lord.” We want to do a good job of praising the Lord… and maybe win the “casually 
dressed pastors award.” 
 
The phrase “Praise the Lord,” forms an interjection in Hebrew: Hallelujah, from “hallal” and “Yah” 
for Yahweh—Praise Yahweh. The last five Psalms in the Hebrew Songbook all begin with hallelujah, 
that is “Praise the Lord” and they end with “Praise the Lord,” Hallelujah. 
 
Psalm 146 and 147 proclaim all the amazing things God has done and does do. In 148:3 The sun, 
moon and all shining stars are commanded to praise God. And then we’re commanded to “let them 
praise God.” 
 
In 148:7 the tanniym—that is sea monsters, serpents and dragons are commanded to praise God, as 
well as all tehowm, which is translated deeps or abyss or even sheol. Then fire, hail, snow, mist, 
storms, mountains, trees, beasts, birds, kings of the earth and all people, young men and maidens 
together are all commanded to Praise the Lord. Then in 148:13 we’re commanded to “Let them—
dragons, deeps, beasts and all people together—praise the Lord.” Let them praise the Lord. 

https://relentless-love.org/sermons/let-heaven-happen/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pzqaITA3IO0
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Then in 149 Israel is commanded to praise the Lord Then we’re commanded to let them praise the 
Lord with gladness and dancing… because God enjoys it, when his people enjoy him.  We’re 
commanded to let all people party and praise. Because all people praising and partying is God’s 
vengeance upon all people… not praising and partying. Praise the Lord! 
 
Then Psalm 150. 
 

Psalm 150  
 

1 Praise the Lord! 
 Praise God in his sanctuary;  
  praise him in his mighty heavens!  
2  Praise him for his mighty deeds; 
 

[That appears to at least be creation] 
 
  praise him according to his excellent [exceeding] greatness!  
 

[That’s something more than creation, perhaps salvation] 
 
3  Praise him with trumpet sound;  
  praise him with lute and harp!  
4  Praise him with tambourine and dance;  
  praise him with strings and pipe!  
5  Praise him with sounding cymbals;  
  praise him with loud clashing cymbals!  
6  Let everything that has breath praise the Lord!  
 Praise the Lord!  

 
So that’s the way the Book of Psalms ends:  
 

Let everything that has breath praise the Lord! 
 
It’s not an obscure and insignificant verse. 
 
It always reminds me of this bumper sticker: 
 

Free Tibet 
 
Whenever I see this bumper sticker I think, “OK Tibet… I free you!” I mean, I didn’t know I had that 
power, but I free you! 
 
I have this bumper sticker on my truck: 
 

STOP 
Continental Drift 
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I love bumper stickers that tell you to do things that you have absolutely no ability to do. “Free 
Tibet,” “Stop Continental Drift,” “Let everything that has breath praise the Lord” …Do I have that 
power? 
 
“Let” comes from the 3rd person imperfect jussive form of the verb “praise,” just as in Genesis 1 it 
comes from the 3rd person imperfect jussive form of the verb “be.” 
 
God said “Let there be light” …who’s he talking to? 
Do I have the power to let there be “light?” Jesus is the Light. 
Do I have the power to let there be “light?” Well, I can close my eyes.  
…Maybe I could close my eyes …and nail him to a tree and not let there be light. 
 
Do I have the power to let the earth sprout vegetation, let there be lights in the expanse, let the 
waters swarm with living creatures, let the earth bring forth all creeping things and beasts? 
Do I have the power to let creation happen? 
Do I have the power to let God make man in his own image and likeness? 
Do I have the power to let everything be good… just as God said it was good at the end of the sixth 
day? 
Do I have the power to let everything that has breath praise the Lord? 
 
The Psalmist—possibly David—seems to think that everything would praise the Lord if I just let 
everything praise the Lord; as if uninterrupted ecstatic praise was the default mode of the 
universe…and the thing that’s keeping all of heaven from happening is me. 
 
“Let everything that has breath praise the Lord.” According to ancient rabbis that may also be 
translatedi “Let every breath praise the Lord,” …as if I’m holding my breath. 
 
Well that every breath, in all that breathes, and even in things that don’t yet appear to breathe… 
would praise the Lord, is clearly the Lord’s desire. And Scripture is clear that the Lord gets his 
desire. Some Scripture indicates that he already has his desire. Jesus came preaching “Repent, the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand.” That means stop thinking it’s somewhere else, it’s right here… as if, 
we had our eyes closed or our hearts and minds closed. 
 
In Revelation Five, John sees every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the 
sea—that’s everywhere—and all that is within them, praising God and the Lamb on the throne. 
 
In Genesis One God speaks a word, “let it be,” and creation happens. At the end of the sixth day God 
sees everything that he had made and behold it is very good. But at the start of the sixth day 
something is not good—Man is not good, because he’s alone, even before the fall. But on the seventh 
day humanity is no longer alone. He’s good. 
 
On the seventh day, God’s sabbath day, actually everything is “very good” and “It is finished.” 
 
When we preached through the Revelation, and Genesis, we took a long time talking about this:  
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This is the way Scripture, and much of the early church viewed time, and the way much of Judaism 
still views time. 
We exist on the 6th day of this timeline, but a 7th day is coming when “everything is good” and “it is 
finished.”  

 
On the 7th day everything is Good, but Jesus told us that “no one is good but God alone.” So, if 
everything is Good, God must be in everything or everything reflects his Glory… And that’s actually 
what “hallal” or Praise in Hebrew literally means: To Shine.  So, to praise is to shine God’s glory or 
reflect God’s glory back to him. And to sin is to hoard that glory for yourself. 
 
In Hebrew the word for praise, is sometimes translated madness—it’s translated that way when it 
appears in its reflexive form.ii 
 
In other words, to praise yourself is madness, insanity and darkness. But to praise the Lord is to be 
made in his image  
 
Well the seventh day, when everything praises the Lord, is not a normal day. Sometimes it’s 
described as an 8th day which in Hebrew thought is an endless 7th day—it’s an eternal day, that 
must look something like this.iii  

 
As Karl Barth explains, “Time does not exist apart from eternity’s embrace. Eternity embraces time 
on all sides, preceding, accompanying, and fulfilling it.”iv As Jesus explains, “The Kingdom of Heaven 
is at Hand.”  
 
Well Christians are people who believe that eternity invaded time at a tree in a garden on Mt. 
Calvary called the cross.  
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Jews also believe that eternity had invaded time, but they kept it in a box called the temple. The 
book of Hebrews tells us that the inner sanctuary behind the veil was somehow the presence of the 
age to come in this present age.v It contained the ark of the covenant, which was the throne of God. 
 
In Isaiah 6, Isaiah sees the Lord sitting on his throne and the Seraphim cry, “Holy Holy Holy is the 
Lord of Hosts; The whole earth is full of his glory.” 
Not “will be full,” but, “is full.” 
 

 
 
 

· You see, Isaiah saw behind the curtain and “everything… praised the Lord” 
· David went to the Sanctuary and cried out “Let everything… praise the Lord.” 
· Jesus cried “Father forgive, then surrendered his breath,” the curtain in the temple ripped, 

and a Roman Centurion—who had just nailed Jesus to the tree—started praising the Lord. 
· On Pentecost the breath fell on the church as fire and everyone there began praising the 

Lord… it was the new sanctuary, God’s temple. 
· In the Revelation and the Prophets all creation becomes or is his temple. 

 
All that to say, everything does praise the Lord in reality, according to Scripture. And everything 
will praise the Lord in the fulness of time. And you’re commanded to let everything praise the Lord, 
right now. 
 
“Let everything that has breath praise the Lord.” 
 
So, how do I not “let everything that has breath praise the Lord?” 
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· Well, I can’t “let things praise the Lord” if I think I “make things praise the Lord.”  
 
I mean, if I make you praise the Lord, I can’t let you praise the Lord. If I think I make me praise the 
Lord, I’m not letting me praise the Lord… am I? 
 
Now hear me well: I can make myself sing a praise song. I have that power… but even that power is 
a strange kind of power…. Because why would I want to make myself sing a praise song? And, 
where would that “want” have come from? I can’t just want what I don’t want. 
 
Well, I’m just saying, maybe I can make myself sing a praise song, when part of me doesn’t want to 
sing a praise song. Maybe I can make myself say thank you, when I don’t feel thankful. Maybe I can 
make myself read my Bible, when I don’t want to read my Bible. Maybe I can make myself go to a 
worship service, when I don’t want to worship. But I can’t make myself praise, when I don’t want to 
praise, because praise is a want… and praising the Lord is a new want… like a new heart. 
 
The Psalmist writes, “Praise him in his Sanctuary.” Well, his Sanctuary is your soul, and praise is a 
new heart on the throne in the Sanctuary of your soul—a new desire. God desires your praise and 
your praise is desiring God—praise is simply liking God out loud. 
 
When my son Jon was three years old, he was part of our church’s Christmas service in California. I 
don’t remember anything about the program—it might have been traditional, it might have been 
contemporvant—I don’t remember, but this I won’t forget: 
Twenty rows back, everyone could hear him, Jon was poking the other little boys next to him and 
pointing at me and yelling, “That’s my Daddy out there, that’s my Daddy out there… Look at my 
Daddy!” 
 
You see that’s praise… and I didn’t make him do that. I didn’t force it. If I had made him do that, I 
couldn’t have let it happen… free praise. 
 
Last Sunday Todd Priestley gave the message, and his 84-year-old father came to the service. I 
knew that their relationship had been hard at times, and Todd was just so thrilled that his Dad 
would come. As Todd broke the bread and poured the wine, his father stood up interrupted the 
service, and announced, “Before things get too serious, I have something to say.” 
 
I held my breath and then Gene Priestley said, “That’s my boy up there. That’s my boy.” 
 
And that was a taste of the communion that constitutes the Kingdom of Heaven. God the Father 
says, “that’s my son in whom I am well pleased.” And God the Son says, “let me tell you about my 
Daddy—he is Relentless Love. People say all kinds of things about him, but he is Relentless Love.” 
 
Jesus lives to the praise of his Father’s Glory….and God the Father constantly glorifies Jesus the 
son… and they are happy. 
 
When Gene said, “that’s my boy up there,” he was happy. And when Jon said, “that’s my Daddy out 
there,” he was happy. 
 
When we praise, we lose our selves and find ourselves in the one we praise. When Jon poked his 
friends and said, “that’s my Daddy!” He was no longer a vulnerable three-year old boy… he was 
me—an extension of me—a 29-year-old man who could drive a car. He was me, and I was him—a 
miracle capable of reflecting my love. 
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You see, we all praise—to be human is to praise. It’s why you watch football games, why you go to 
the movies, read books and find new restaurants—you’re looking for something worthy of you 
praise. You can’t make yourself praise, but you’re looking for something that will make you praise—
make it happen, like a great pizza, a gripping novel, or a Superbowl® victory. You’re looking for a 
way to lose yourself, and then find yourself in something bigger and better than just yourself. 
 
We all praise… and we all praise the Lord, even when we don’t know it’s the Lord that we’re 
praising. We all praise the Good. And God alone is Good. We all praise the Way, the Truth and the 
Life. And the Word of God is the Way the Truth and the Life. 
 
We all praise God, but all are tempted to think we make God. We’re all tempted to praise ourselves, 
as if we created the Good, so could take credit for the Good; as if we could create, save, and redeem 
the Good, who is God. 
 
We’re all tempted to NOT Let God be God, but to think that we can make God—make God Good…. 
and make his Word Salvation. Why is God salvation? …because you did something? 
 
Well, I’m just saying we can’t LET ourselves praise the Lord, if we think we can MAKE ourselves 
praise the Lord. Just as we can’t LET ourselves be saved, if we that we MAKE ourselves saved. Just as 
we can’t LET ourselves be made in God’s image, if we think we MAKE ourselves in God’s image. 
 
You see: to let yourself praise, is to let yourself be saved, and is to let yourself be created in the 
image of God… the reflection of his Glory. 
 
In Ephesians Paul tells us that we have been predestined to “live for the praise of his glory.”vi You 
have been predestined to Praise God in Freedom… because praise is freedom… Freedom is not 
random choice, but the ability to be who you were predestined to be. 
 
In Philippians 2 Paul writes, “God has highly exalted him… that at the name of Jesus [“God is 
salvation”], every knee should bow… and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory 
of the Father.” That’s called Praise. 
 
In Romans 14 he asks, “Why do you judge… Why do you despise your brother? …we will all stand 
before the judgment seat of God” That’s the throne in the Sanctuary, which is the entrance to 
eternity, “for as it is written ‘as I live says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue 
shall confess to God (ESV footnote: “give praise to God.”) 
 
He’s saying: “Why judge? We’re all guilty, and we will all give praise, for God will save us all from 
ourselves.” 
 
He’s quoting Isaiah 45:22-23: 

22 “Turn to me and be saved, all the ends of the earth!  
  For I am God, and there is no other.  
23 By myself I have sworn; from my mouth has gone out in righteousness  
  a word that shall not return [shall not return void]:  
  ‘To me every knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear allegiance [Septuagint: 

‘shall confess to God’vii]. 
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Scripture is saying that to be saved by God, is to be made in the image of God by the Word of God, 
which is to freely praise the Glory of God—Who is Salvation. To be created, is to be saved, which is to 
praise God. 
 
How do I not let everything that has breath praise the Lord? 

· Well maybe I think I can make people praise the Lord. 
· And maybe I think that some people can never ever praise the Lord. 

 
You know that the Sanctuary exists, because twelve years ago I was publicly tried for heresy… and 
then asked to recant what I had preached for years. My denomination told me to confess: 

1.  That there was a group of people that could not be saved. And  
2.  That God took pleasure in not saving them. 

 
They asked me to confess my faith in God’s inability to save or God’s lack of desire to save. That is, 
confess my faith that God in Christ Jesus would not destroy the works of the devil. That is, confess 
my faith that God would endlessly preserve evil in a place we call hell. That is, publicly confess my 
faith that not everything that has breath will praise the Lord. 
 
I couldn’t and wouldn’t profess that, and many of you wouldn’t profess it either. 
 
I couldn’t and wouldn’t for the more I studied, the more I saw: 

· There is a place, where people don’t praise the Lord. 
· That place is called Hades, or Sheol, BUT it’s part of this age 

 
Hades is a thing on this timeline. So Hades comes to an End… or the End descends into Hades.  

 
Jesus is the End, and he descends into Hades. And, in the End, Hades is thrown into the lake of fire 
and death is no more.viii 
 
God is Love, and God is Fire and God is One. Love is Fire. So, when the Fire falls on the church in 
Pentecost everyone begins to praise. That was a bit of heaven on earth; that was a taste of the age to 
come when all things filled with the Glory of God. 
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Well the more I saw, and the more I explained, the more I realized that the religious establishment 
didn’t want to see, and didn’t want it to be explained… And I was part of the religious 
establishment. 
 
This was brutally painful for me to see, but I think we—the religious establishment—don’t let 
everyone praise the Lord because we’re selling the idea that we can make people praise the Lord…  
 
So we can’t just let anyone praise, cause we’re selling the idea that we make people praise.  We can’t 
let everyone be saved, cause we’re selling the idea that we save. We can’t let everyone be made in 
the image of God, cause we’re selling our ability to make people in the image of God. We can’t let 
everyone praise the Lord, because we’re praising our praise. 
 
That, by the way, is the reason that we religious folks argue and compete—because we’re not 
praising the Lord; we’re praising our praise. 
 
So, we argue about whether the praise should be “contemporvant,” or traditional, whether we 
should use a pipe organ or a guitar. David tells us, just grab anything and everything—trumpets, 
lute, harp, cymbals, loud clashing symbols—and use it all to praise the Lord. 
 
We argue about whether the message should be “growtivational,” or “expostional,” 15 minutes or 
45 minutes, emotional or intellectual. I hear us debate whether is all about the mind or the heart, 
whether it’s about your strength or your soul.  Jesus tells us, just love God with all your heart, all 
your mind, all your strength and all your soul. 
 
Praise the Lord; don’t praise your ability to praise, for then you’re not praising at all.  
 
When we think we can make people praise, we don’t let them praise. 
Praise becomes a painful obligation, rather than a joyful celebration. 
Praise becomes a law that appeals to our flesh, rather than the Grace that sets us free. 
Praise becomes a threat, that builds the institution but rapes the bride of Christ. 
 
We actually say to people, “Praise God for he is unconditional Love and absolutely Good… Praise 
God or else he won’t be Good, and he will never ever love you, and you will never ever praise.” We 
teach people to praise with their lips and keep their hearts far from him.ix 
 
You can grow an institution that way, but you can’t grow faith in the heart of a bride that way. 
Institutions can make things happen… they can make themselves fat by consuming the life that is all 
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around them. Institutions can make things happen… but a bride must let things happen, by 
surrendering to the Life that is her Groom. That’s what’s so incredibly hard about being a bride, and 
what’s so incredibly good. 
 
A bride can get pregnant with the Life of her groom—the life of your groom is love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness, faith—it’s the incarnation of praise in your temple of 
flesh. 
 
Institutions are wonderful, if you use them to praise the Lord. But if they begin to praise 
themselves, they become the beast from the land and the beast from the sea, and the whore of 
Babylon: institutional madness. 
 
How do I not let everything… praise the Lord? 

· Well, by thinking I can make things praise the Lord. And 
· Maybe I think some things cannot praise the Lord,  

· Because I really don’t want all things to praise the Lord, 
· Because I want some things to praise my praise…  
· which is a sneaky way of wanting all things to praise me. 

 
I want people to praise me, because I think I save me, and I create me in the image and likeness of 
God. I think “ME is salvation” and doubt that “God is Salvation,” because I’ve believed the lie of a 
snake in my garden. The thing in me that believes that lie in me, is called my ego, my pride, my 
flesh…some might call it original sin.  
 
Well, maybe I don’t let everything praise the Lord, because I’m praising myself, which is madness 
and the very definition of hell. 
 
It’s true that Jesus warned folks about hell, (that is Hades and Gehenna). He warned about “hell” 
more than anyone else in all of Scripture. It’s true. But it’s also true, that the people he warned, were 
his church—the ecclesia, the synagogia, the “sons of the Kingdom,” his fellow Jews.  
 
He warned people that thought they praised the Lord, but said there were other people that could 
never ever praise the Lord… He told them that they would be tossed into a place where they would 
not praise the Lord, but weep and gnash their teeth. 
 
He said, “many will come from east and west and sit at table… in the kingdom of heaven, while the 
sons of the kingdom will be thrown into outer darkness, [where] there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.”x 
 
It was those very people that crucified him on a tree in a garden…Because he let the wrong people 
praise the Lord… 
 
Does it bother you when certain people praise the Lord? It bothered Simon the Pharisee when the 
prostitute anointed Jesus and kissed his feet; it bothered him that she was forgiven much and loved 
much. It bothered Judas, that Mary would dump a pound of priceless ointment upon Jesus head, 
when it could’ve been used for his church mission program. It Bothered Michal, the queen, when 
David stripped and danced with wild abandon before the throne of God on the Ark of the Covenant. 
 
Simon thought it was bad judgment—to let that prostitute worship—but Jesus didn’t think it was 
bad judgment; he thought it was the Judgment on Simon. Judas thought it was a waste—the way 
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Mary used the perfume to worship—and Jesus thought it was the definition of the Good, the 
beautiful thing. Queen Michal thought it was undignified—the way David humbled himself—but 
David knew it was how he lost himself and found himself full of life…  even impregnated with life. 
 
It bothered the early church when the Pharisee of Pharisees, Rabbi Saul, whom we call St. Paul, 
started praising the Lord. I pray to God, it doesn’t bother me, when those that have judged me and 
rejected me start praising the Lord. 
 
See? Maybe I don’t let everything praise the Lord, because I’m praising me… And the me that I’m 
praising is the hell in which I’ve become imprisoned. The me that I’m praising is my ego, my old 
man, the imitation Christ, the anti-Christ…  the me that thinks I can save “me.”  
 
To be trapped in that “me,” is to be trapped in hell. That hell cannot last forever without end… But 
why would I want it to last at all? 
 
To NOT let everything that has breathe praise the Lord, is to NOT praise the Lord, and to NOT 
praise the Lord is to be trapped in a hell that is “me.” 
 
So how do I let “me” praise the Lord?  
 
I can’t make myself praise the Lord, but maybe I can present myself to the Lord. Maybe I can 
present myself to the one who sits on the throne in the Sanctuary of my soul. Maybe I can expose 
myself to the Way, the Truth, the Life, and the Love of God bleeding for me; I can expose my sin to 
Grace, expose myself to the Fire of God’s Love. Maybe I can present myself a living sacrifice. 
 
David writes “Praise the Lord in his Sanctuary.” The Sanctuary was a place of sacrifice and all the 
sacrifices pointed to the fact that God constantly sacrifices for us and calls us to be a living sacrifice 
to him. 
 
The sacrifice that God requires is not a sheep or a goat, but a broken heart and a contrite spirit. God 
desires the sacrifice of praise… that I would lose me, and find me praising. 
 
When I see the lamb on the throne bleeding for me, it destroys that arrogant old me, my flesh, this 
old clay vessel. And it liberates the new me, the spirit in me, the breath of God in me… it returns to 
the throne as praise. 
 
You were created with clay and the breath of God, that is the Life of God. But in ignorance and 
arrogance and fear, you hold that breath. 
 
The first Adam who is said to have voluntarily surrendered that breath, is Jesus. On the tree in the 
garden, his clay vessel was broken. He cried Father forgive and he delivered up his breath, his 
spirit… 
 
That’s the same spirit that falls on the church as tongues of fire that manifest as praise, praise for 
our Lord who constantly gives and forgives us all things. Praise for the God who creates us, saves 
us, and causes us to praise—to constantly lose our lives and find them in ecstatic joy. 
 
He said Father forgive and delivered up his Spirit… his pneuma… his breath. That word translated 
forgive, aphiemi, is also translated “let.” He said Father let… and then delivered up his breath that 
becomes our breath. “Let everything that has breath—it’s all his breath—praise the Lord.” 
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If you don’t let everything that has breath praise the Lord, I bet it’s because you are not praising the 
Lord… 
 
How do I not let everything… praise the Lord? 

· Well, by thinking I can make things praise the Lord. And 
· Maybe I think some things cannot praise the Lord,  

· Because I really don’t want all things to praise the Lord, 
· Because I want some things to praise my praise…  
· which is a sneaky way of wanting all things to praise me. 

· By not praising the Lord 
 
You’re holding the breath. You’re not praising the Lord and I bet you’re not praising the Lord, 
because you haven’t seen the Lord, and so you don’t believe that you are forgiven… you and every 
breath you’ve ever taken. When you see that you’re forgiven, you will want everyone to know that 
they’re forgiven to, so that everything that has breath will praise the Lord. 
 
That desire to praise yourself, because you think you must save yourself and create yourself, is 
original sin… 
But original sin, just reveals the wonders of eternal Grace. 
 
It’s how God makes us in his Image. And, it’s how God wakes us from a dream that has become a 
nightmare that is sometimes called hell. 
 
“Let everything that has breath praise the Lord…” says the Lord. And we asked, “Do I really have 
that power… to not let?” Well in a dream, you do have that power. Maybe our Father is letting each 
of us dream that we are our own Father. So, we would wake from that dream, and eternally delight 
in his presence. 
 
In God’s reality, everything does praise the Lord… and the Lord glorifies everything that’s anything 
for all things are filled with him. And so, we constantly say, “that’s my Daddy” and he constantly 
declares, “that’s my boy, that’s my girl, that’s the image and likeness of Love.” In reality, everything 
does praise the Lord, but in our self-centered dreams we dream of everything praising us… and 
everything dies. 
 
How do I let everything that has breath praise the Lord?  
 
How do I not let everything… praise the Lord? 

· Well, by thinking I can make things praise the Lord. And 
· Maybe I think some things cannot praise the Lord,  

· Because I really don’t want all things to praise the Lord, 
· Because I want some things to praise my praise…  
· which is a sneaky way of wanting all things to praise me. 

· By not praising the Lord 
 
How do I let everything that has breath praise the Lord? 

· I wake up… from my dreams and become God’s dream. 
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Communion 
 
This is how God enters our nightmare and wakes us from our dream. This is how God makes us in 
his image on the sixth day of the week and sixth day of creation at the sixth hour of the day on the 
tree in the garden. 
 
He takes bread and breaks it saying this is my body given to you. And he takes the cup saying this is 
the covenant in my blood… drink of it all of you. 
 
This is the throne of God. And Look: That’s my Daddy up there. That’s the heart of our Father, 
placed on the throne of God, and given to all creation. Now let everything that has breath praise the 
Lord 
 

Benediction 
 
It’s not OK, to NOT let everything that has breath praise the Lord. 
 
In 2nd Cor. 10:5 Paul writes “ We destroy arguments and every proud obstacle to the knowledge of 
God…”  
I think the idea that God can’t save and doesn’t want to save, is a proud argument that has exalted 
itself against the knowledge of God. And I think we’re called to destroy it…  
 
I hope that happens through this conference and I hope it happens through you. 
 
If you say, “I don’t know how to destroy the argument…” Don’t worry about it. You can tell people to 
come argue with me… 
 
But if you really want to destroy the argument that Not everything that has breath can praise the 
Lord…. Just start praising the Lord. 
 
Just say, “God is so cool, one day every knee will bow, and every tongue give praise… that’s what 
Scripture says. (“God said it. I believe it. And that settles it.” You can use that line.) Every knee… Can 
you imagine?” 
 
Just like God out loud. 
 
You don’t come to the Sanctuary because it’s the most “happening” institution. 
You don’t come here and sing, because this is where the popular kids go. 
You don’t praise in order to make yourself rich or to save your butt from hell; you praise because 
you like God… liking God is the best argument. 
 
Your free praise is the best argument. 
 
Believe the Gospel and Praise the Lord. 
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Endnotes 
i Actually “vowelized.” https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Psalm_150. 
 The Hebrew vowels were not added to the written text of the Old Testament until the seventh through eleventh 
centuries AD. 
 
ii Halal with in the Hithpoel (intensive reflexive stem): “to act madly, act like a madman” 
 -Enhanced Strong’s Lexicon 
 
iii Zechariah 14:7-9  And there shall be a unique day (literally: one day), which is known to the LORD, neither day nor night, 
but at evening time there shall be light.  On that day living waters shall flow out from Jerusalem, half of them to the 
eastern sea and half of them to the western sea. It shall continue in summer as in winter. And the Lord will be king over all 
the earth. On that day the Lord will be one and his name one.  
 
iv Time does not exist, Barth concludes, apart from eternity's embrace. Eternity embraces time on all sides, preceding, 
accompanying, and fulfilling it. To say that God is eternal means that God is "the One who is and rules before time, in time, 
and again after time, the One who is not conditioned by time, but conditions it absolutely in his freedom" (II/1, p. 619). . . . 
God's eternity is so to speak the companion of time, or rather it is itself accompanied by time in such a way that in this 
occurrence time acquires its hidden center, and therefore both backwards and forwards its significance, its content, its 
source and its goal, but also continually its significant present. Because, in this occurrence, eternity assumes the form of a 
temporal present, all time, without ceasing to be time, is no more empty time, or without eternity. It has become new. 
This means that in and with this present, eternity creates in time real past and real future, distinguishes between them, 
and is itself the bridge and way from the one to the other. Jesus Christ is the way." (II/1, p. 627) 
 
The real future that eternity creates in time is the future of eternal life in communion with God. The real past, in turn, is 
the past of sin and death as abolished in the cross of Christ. This old reality of sin and death is "continually opposed" by 
the new reality of eternal life, even as the new reality "comes breaking in triumphantly" again and again (II/1, p. 628). 
Jesus Christ stands between the old reality and the new. "In him the equilibrium between them has been upset and ended. 
He is the way from the one to the other and the way is irreversible. He is the turning" (II/1, p. 628). 
 - George Hunsinger, Disruptive Grace, p. 205, 207 
 
v  Hebrews 9:6-9 These preparations having thus been made, the priests go regularly into the first section, performing 
their ritual duties,  but into the second only the high priest goes, and he but once a year, and not without taking blood, 
which he offers for himself and for the unintentional sins of the people.  By this the Holy Spirit indicates that the way into 
the holy places is not yet opened as long as the first section is still standing  (which is symbolic for the present age). 
 
vi Ephesians 1:12 RSV 
 
vii The Septuagint is the Greek translation of the Old Testament that would’ve been read by Paul and, even, Jesus.  
 
viii Revelation 20:14; 21:4; 22:13 
 
ix Isaiah 29:13 
 
x Matthew 8:11, and see Luke 13:29 

                                                             

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Psalm_150
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