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[Offertory song fades out: “These Thousand Hills” by Third Day]

Prayer
And so, Lord God, I thank you for these mountains that you walk up and give us a message from. I
thank you for Mount Sinai. I thank you for Mount Calvary. I thank you for Mount Zion. And I thank
you for the mountain that you walked up, Jesus, and spoke your Word from by the Sea of Galilee in
the Sermon on the Mount. I was just thinking, God, that when you speak your Word, it’s so strange
to us at first. Because it’s a seed. No one would look at a seed for the first time and think, “Oh! That’s
actually a tree.” –But it turns into this amazing tree. But God, it feels like that seed has sat in my gut
now for about 30 years, since I first preached the Sermon on the Mount. And I’m beginning to see
the tree in me. And Lord, I pray that we would begin to see the tree in you...because, Lord, it’s so
good. It’s Life. So Father, I pray that you would implant your seed in us this morning. And that you
would help us to preach, in Jesus’s name.

Message
In the late 70’s there was a scandal. It was reported in all the newspapers that Jimmy Carter
publicly confessed to having looked on a woman with Lust.
In the early 80’s there was another scandal. We elected a president that had been divorced and remarried—Ronald Reagan.
In the 90’s the scandal was Bill Clinton’s affair, but even more that he lied about that affair.
And now, all of that seems rather minor. It feels like our society is being torn apart. Perhaps a storm
is coming.
Maybe it’s been coming? …50 million abortions since 1973, and some talk as if it’s a sacred right,
right up to the point of delivery. I don’t know what the law should be in this regard, but it’s hard to
think that it doesn’t matter.
If you’ve had an abortion, Jesus has your baby, and I believe you’re forgiven. And if you’ve gotten a
divorce or had an affair, Jesus still makes all things new. But it would surprise me if a storm wasn’t
coming.
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Or maybe it’s here? 183,000 dead from COVID in the United States of America, so far—the richest,
most powerful country on earth. That’s alarming, but it’s also alarming that we find it so alarming
when you consider that about 16 times that many die, on average, every year.. That’s a storm and a
denial of the biggest of storms.
Shutdowns, economic crisis, racial injustice, police brutality, then mass brutality —not just protests
but riots… That’s a storm. The western United States is literally on fire… a fire storm. And then a
hurricane devastates Louisiana on Wednesday… the strongest storm to hit in a lifetime. We’re in a
Hell of a storm right now… and we don’t know what to do.
One channel will tell you one thing, and the next will tell you the opposite.
We’re about to elect our next president and a new batch of legislators. They take “knowledge of
good and evil” and turn it into enforceable laws. And we hope they know what to do, because in a
storm, everything changes; you lose control and desperately long for something permanent,
something solid—not just emotions, feelings, and ideas—you want something more durable than
all these storms; you want a place to stand; you want a place to lay a foundation and build your
house; you want a rock.

Video clip: 1997 Chevy Truck Commercial
YouTube, Obsessed with Armor (2015)
Commercial begins with man resting his head on his arm, slowly lifting his face to see an
approaching truck down a dusty, country road. Man lifts his head hopefully, seeing a
caravan of trucks following filled with people, getting out with ladders, lumber, and
loads of people unloading, looking over blueprints, etc. The song, “Like a Rock” (by Bob
Seger and The Silver Bullet Band) plays in the background.
The truck is shown pulling the frame of the building into place.
Announcer:

Vortec—the most powerful line of engines in a Chevy truck.

The trucks are continued to be shown hauling the lumber, pulling the lumber, and raising the
pieces of the building as the man from opening scene looks on proudly with his wife.

You want a rock to build your life upon; people know that. So, some say, “listen to me,” some say
“vote for me,” some will try to sell you a truck. And so, you buy one… the transmission fails, and
then you die.
Matthew 7:24--29 · The end of the Sermon on the Mount:
“Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like
a wise man who built his house on the rock. 25 And the rain fell, and the floods
came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had
been founded on the rock. 26 And everyone who hears these words of mine and
does not do them will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand. 27 And
the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that house,
and it fell, and great was the fall of it.”
28 And when Jesus finished these sayings, the crowds were astonished at
his teaching, 29 for he was teaching them as one who had authority, and not as
their scribes.
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Why would a person want to build a house on sand instead of rock? Well, sand is easy to push
around.
If you build your house on rock, you have to conform your house to the foundation. But, if you build
your house on sand, you can conform the foundation to your house.
But when the rain falls, the floods come, the winds blow, the COVID hits, and you can’t seem to draw
that last breath, then you’ll see: It’s best to build your house on a rock.
But Jesus didn’t just say “a rock,” but “the Rock,” [tēn petran]. I wonder what rock he was referring
to?

This is the rock in The Dome of the Rock on the Temple Mount in Jerusalem. This is the holiest sight
in Judaism. And the fact that it’s in an Islamic shrine explains a little tension in this part of the
world.
According to Orthodox Jews, this is the navel of all creation and the rock on which God made Adam
in the garden of Eden. This is the tip of Mt. Moriah—that was later named Mt. Zion—the place
where Abraham offered Isaac and God provided a substitute. This is the place where David offered
to sacrifice himself to save Jerusalem, and God stopped the plague that was about to ravage the city.
This is the Rock on which they placed the Ark, the throne of God, behind the curtain, in the Holy of
Holies, in the temple that Solomon built.
When Jesus said “the Rock,” maybe they thought of this rock…or maybe they thought of “the Rock”
which Moses spoke of...or maybe it’s all the same Rock?
It was “the Rock” at Horeb that Moses struck, producing a river of living water—that’s fresh water
that saved the Israelites. It was in the cleft of “the Rock” that God hid Moses and allowed him to see
his backside—which is quite a story. And it was “the Rock” that Moses struck in apparent anger at
the end of their journey, and so God forbade Moses from entering the land.i
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See, “the Rock” was in all those different places. So the ancient Rabbis said that it followed them.
Maybe it had come and gotten them… like a truck. (singing: “...It was strong and it was free...”) Over
and over, the prophets refer to God as “the Rock.”ii
When Jesus said “the Rock,” they must’ve thought of that rock.
In the New Testament, 1 Corinthians 3:11, Paul writes, “…no one can lay a foundation other than
that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.”
See, maybe Jesus is the foundation stone, and maybe he went and got the Israelites and took
them home.
1 Corinthians 10:4 · “They [the Israelites on their journey] drank from the spiritual Rock that
followed them, and the Rock was Christ.”
So, God is “the Rock” and “Jesus is “the Rock.” Jesus is the foundation. The name “Jesus”
literally means “Yahweh is Salvation.”
The angel said to Joseph, “[Name him] Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.”iii
If you believe “God is Salvation,” you can’t believe “You are salvation,” which is sin—original
sin.
So, what is the Rock?
Not “what,” but who; Jesus is “the Rock.”
A pastor was giving the children’s sermon. He said, “Children, what lives in trees, has a bushy tail
and eats nuts?”
No answer, just quiet… until one little boy raised his hand and said, “I know the answer is Jesus, but
it sounds like a squirrel.”
That may be how you feel right now…
Um OK… ‘Jesus.’ That clears it up, pastor…How do I build my house on Jesus? You must mean:
get directions from Jesus, right?
So… Does Jesus want me to wear a mask or not?
Does Jesus want me to vote for Trump or Biden?
Does Jesus want me to buy the Chevy or the Ford?
You’re the Pastor—tell me what Jesus wants; give me some ‘knowledge of good, (what Jesus
wants) and evil, (what he doesn’t want).’
Give me some “knowledge of good and evil,’ so I can build the damn house… “ (Sorry to curse,
but maybe that house is cursed… and the greater you think it is, the greater will be the fall of
it.)
And yet, Jesus does say, “Everyone who does these words of mine will be like a wise man who built
his house on the rock.”
These words... But with “these words” of his, Jesus doesn’t tell us who to vote for… and what
he does tell us is entirely impractical. Who actually does “these words” of his? It would be
like walking on water.
These words of his are the Sermon on the Mount, remember? It starts out with blessings: “Blessed
are the poor in spirit, the meek, the mourning, the hungry and thirsty for righteousness…. You are
the light of the world… you are the salt of the earth.”
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But then Jesus delivers the law (that’s what “to do”) like Moses: What he tells us not to do is more
than a bit intimidating. And what he tells us to do seems downright delusional,
[Image on screen with the title: “What to do,” followed by the numbered list below.]
At first, seven things, from the 7 antithetical statements, or comments on the law:
1. Be reconciled (5:24)
2. Cut away the body part that causes you to sin (5:29), which he later reveals to be your heart.
3. Be entirely honest (5:37)
4. Be entirely giving and fore-giving (5:42)
5. Love your enemies and pray for your persecutors (5:44)
6. Be perfect as your Heavenly Father is perfect (5:48)
We remembered that on a tree in a garden on the sixth day of the week, Jesus cried, “It is perfected,”
and delivered up his Spirit.
7. Jesus tells you to do this in such a way that, “your right hand does not know what you left hand is
doing.” (6:3) Do it without consciously trying—it must be work that is rest.
He then tells us to pray, “Our Father…”
· He tells us to treasure treasure to the self in Heaven but not to the self on earth, as if we had a
self in heaven and another self on earth.
· He tells us to ask, to knock, and to do to others, whatever we wish that they would do to us
(Which means that we’d have to, like, actually consider others to be us).
· He tells us to enter by the narrow gate and to beware of wolves in sheep’s clothing.
Then he starts talking about fruit and two trees—that might be one tree: a living tree and a diseased
tree, or dead tree.
He compares “doing fruit” to “doing the Will of his Father,” and now he’s talking about “doing his
words.” And remember, Jesus is the Will and the Word of the Father. “How do we do him?” That’s the
rather shocking question.
He says, a healthy tree bears good fruit and cannot bear bad fruit. And a diseased tree bears bad
fruit and cannot bear good fruit. You see, a tree doesn’t have a choice in the matter.
I think we Americans have some rather bizarre notions regarding the “freedom of choice.” If you
listen closely and think through what is said, you’ll find that for many folks, “freedom of choice” is
the same thing as worshipping chaos.iv
We think “freedom” is the ability to choose one thing or another thing, unrestrained by any
objective conception of “The Good.” Which means that freedom is the ability to make entirely
random choices and the inability to choose the Good, for we ourselves determine our own “the
good.” Scripture doesn’t call that “freedom” but rather “bondage” (or insanity).
Biblically, freedom is not the ability to do whatever you happen to want. Freedom is the ability to
become what you are meant to be, or who it is that you truly are.
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So, when is a seed free? When it’s kept safe in a jar on a shelf? Or when it has been given the ability
to become a tree, when it’s free to die and rise and grow into a tree—what it’s destined to be?
·
·
·
·

When is a train free? When it’s running down the track, or sitting in a field spinning its
wheels?
When is an astronaut free? When he’s tethered to the spaceship, or floating free off the
ship… in outer darkness?
When is a little girl free? When she’s sitting on her father’s lap embraced in his arms, or
entirely on her own doing whatever her passions and fears happen to dictate?v
When is a man free? When he believes that he is his own creator, Savior, and redeemer, or
when he believes that he is created, saved, and redeemed by someone else? When he’s
standing on sand or the Rock? When he determines the Good, or when the Good
determines him?

Well, Jesus talks about the trees or the tree…
And then he talks about what we talked about last week—the “man” that Jesus does not know.
Remember? He just said, “I will declare to [many], ‘Depart from me… I never knew you…’”

We said, “The man that Jesus does not know must be the man that does not exist but that I only
imagine to exist—the false self, the Old Adam.
In the Beginning, God breathed his breath into dust, and I, Peter, became a living Psyche, a living
soul, a self… a “me.” And “I” create “me” with judgments. Or maybe I observe the creation of me,
with another’s judgments… And here’s the rub:
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If “I” (See the “I” in the man on the left?)— If “I” think that I am my own creator, and so all my
judgments are simply my own, then I am not free to choose the good; all my judgments are
illusions; I am unable to grow, for I am trapped in an illusion that I think is “me.” That is the man
that Jesus does not know—the man that is proud and never grateful; the man that can only make
evil choices; the “me” that I think I create.
But when “I” know that I am the breath of “I am that I am,” and that all my judgments are his
judgments given to me, then all my judgments are the judgments of the Creator in me, and that’s
called reality. I am able to grow, for I am freed from my illusions of me, and I can grow to become
the gift that is “me.” That is the new and eternal me— the man that is grateful and never proud; the
man that will only choose the good in freedom; the “me” that God creates.
This is so hard to comprehend with the intellect, for it is our own creation. And yet it is so easy to
observe with the heart, for we are being made in the image of our Creator, who is our Father. ...And
I’m a father.
So, last time I ended with a story about my daughter Elizabeth and the day she became the daughter
I did not know. It was the day after I had visited her kindergarten class, and her friend Kelly told her
a lie: “Your daddy said that he didn’t love you, but now he loves me.”
The lie separated Elizabeth from me, her foundation.
· It made her try to gain my love, for she no longer believed that she is my love.
· It made her try to take my life, for she no longer believer that she is my life.
· It made her try to be me, for she no longer believed she is me…. She is literally the fruit
from the tree that is me.
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The lie made her take Good from her brothers and sisters to create herself. It made her judge them
as evil, in order to convince herself that she was good... which is evil. It was hell… for Elizabeth tried
to be her own foundation. Until she sat on my lap, confessed her faith in the lie, and received my
blessing, as I looked her in the eye and said, “I love you and that will not change.”
Then, as I told you last week, we went into the restaurant, joined the others, and she was good
without even trying; she chose the good in freedom; she danced in the light of my unchanging Love.
I am her father, and my name is “Peter.”
And now, you may be thinking, “So what does that have to do with the Rock? And I’m still
wondering, ‘How do I build my house on Jesus; where is Jesus?’“ Well, this is rather shocking, but Jesus
does go on to talk more about the Rock, but he doesn’t call himself the Rock, even though he clearly
is the Rock. Jesus calls somebody else the Rock, and his name is Peter—or at that time, Simon.
He was sitting in the crowd up on the mountain that day. You’ll remember that Jesus had just called
him (Peter) to come follow… and he would go on to call eleven other guys, just like the 12 tribes of
Israel, who followed Moses and the pillar of fire after Moses came down off of that mountain.
Simon and the eleven followed Jesus for quite some time and through many a storm—you know
storms wash away the sand and reveal the Rock. They followed Jesus to the gates of Hell… I mean
that literally.

This is a picture of the gates of Hades in Caesarea Philippi… or as it’s translated in English—the
gates of Hell. The Roman and Greeks believed that fertility gods journeyed to the underworld
through this cave in Caesarea Philippi.
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This is Alison Bristow saying, “What the Hell,” and Sharon Hersch running from the gates of Hell.

Well, it was here in Matthew 16 that Jesus asked this question of his disciples, “Who do people say
that the Son of Man is?” You’ll remember that the disciples cited a variety of theories, involving a
reincarnated John the Baptist or one of the prophets.
And Jesus interrupts saying, “But who do you say that I am?”
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And Simon said, “You are the Christ”—that is, the anointed one, the Chosen One—Simon blurted it
out, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”
And Jesus said to him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not reveal this to
you, but my Father who is in heaven.”
I bet Simon thought, “That’s weird, cause I thought it was my idea.”
But Jesus says: “That was my Father in Heaven….And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will
build my church, (my house).” …I will build.
So, who is the wise man that builds the house? Well, Jesus is Wisdom, and he builds the house that
is the church, that is the temple, built on the foundation stone, the Rock. Psalm 127 ·“Unless the
Lord builds the house, the workmen labor in vain.”
And who does “these words” of Jesus?
Who is perfect as his Father is perfect?
Who loves his enemies and prays for his persecutors?
Who is entirely forgiving, entirely honest, cuts away the sinful flesh and is reconciled to all
creation?
Well, that’s Jesus, the Rock. Jesus, who just named Simon, “the Rock,” that is, “Peter.” Literally
translated, Jesus says, “I tell you, you are Petros (literally: you are Rock), and on this Rock (this
Petra), I will build my church, my house.”vi
Roman Catholics argue that “this Rock” refers to Peter, the Pope, and all the subsequent Popes.
Protestants say, not so fast—“this Rock” is Peter’s confession, not Peter. But Jesus says, “You are
Peter, and on this rock, on this Peter, I will build my church… and the gates of hell, will not prevail
against it.”
“On this Peter….” This Peter…as if there were another Peter. And it turns out there is another Peter,
or at least a false Peter—the imposter.
Matthew writes that from that moment, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to
Jerusalem, suffer at the hands of the religious leaders, be killed, and then raised from the dead. But
Peter took him aside and rebuked him saying basically, “This shall never happen to you Lord… I’m
the Pope now… and I think this is a bad idea.”
And Jesus turned and, (now I quote), “said to Peter, ‘Get behind me, Satan.’”vii
And I bet Peter thought, Umm… I thought that was me talkin’… and hey Jesus, you just called me
Satan.
Isn’t that a bit freaky? We each think we’re so in control. So, we decide what we say, we decide what
we do, and who we will become. But Jesus can look right through our illusions and say, “Well
actually, that was God,” or “that was Satan.”
In other words, he knows who you are, and who you are not. He is the judgment; He is the Word
and Will of our Father in Heaven.
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So, what was the difference between the Peter that was actually the spawn of Satan—the false
Peter—and the Peter that actually did the Word of the Father, as if he were the Word of the Father
incarnate—the true Peter, the Rock?
Where was Peter and what was he thinking and feeling when Jesus asked, “But who do you say that
I am?” and Peter blurted out, “You’re the Christ; You’re the Son of the living God, the Son of Man and
the Son of God; You’re just who it is that we’re all destined to be!”?
And where was Peter and what was Peter thinking and feeling when he took Jesus aside saying,
“May it never be…” and Jesus said, “Get behind me, Satan!”?
Where Peter was, in that second instance is very familiar to me… He was standing on sand, and
feeling responsible for the Lord’s House.
Jesus had just said, “You are Rock, and on this Rock, I will build my church.”
But Peter heard, “You should be rock, and you should build my church.” And what did Peter need to
build this church? Well, he definitely needed Jesus.
So, Jesus, getting himself crucified, didn’t seem to be a very good way to build a church… a better
way to build, would be to draw a crowd, bring out the vote, raise some money and start a building
campaign… or maybe a war.
Peter took knowledge of the Good and then told the Good what was Good, and the Good said to Peter,
“Get behind me, Satan!”
It gets downright funny in the next chapter. Jesus takes Peter up a mountain where he starts
glowing and chatting with Moses and Elijah. Peter freaks out, and offers to build a tabernacle, that is
a temple, that is a house for the Lord, on the Rock. And a voice booms from heaven, “Shut up, Peter,
and Listen!”
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Figure 1"Mystery of the Fall and Redemption of Man" by Giovanni da Modena (1420)

When that Peter that felt responsible for the house looked at the tree in the middle of his Garden,
what do you suppose he saw?
I think he saw “knowledge of Good and evil,” ethics, rules, principles, theologies, sociologies,
formulas, values, laws that he could take and use to become the rock that he thought was supposed
to be, and build the house that he thought he was supposed to build. He thought it was responsible,
but ironically it rendered him unable to respond to the Living God… for he had just crucified his Will
in the garden of his own heart.
But what did the true Peter see when he looked to the tree in the middle of the garden of his heart?
I think he saw Jesus. He knew the man that knew him…not a dead law, but a living Savior—his
friend.
The responsible Peter thought he had to save Jesus, which makes it pretty hard to trust Jesus, the
Savior. Do you ever feel like you have to save Jesus? I do. I think the Church in America does.
If we think we have to save Jesus, how could we trust Jesus for salvation?
But now where was this true Peter standing, and what was this Peter thinking and feeling when at
the gates of Hell, he blurted out, “You’re the Christ, the Son of the Living God…”? What was he
thinking?
I’m not sure that Peter was thinking, so much as being thought.
He wasn’t figuring out a math problem.
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He was beginning to dance.
He was speaking faith, in hope, while lost in love.
He was speaking from the depths of his being—his innermost beingviii--from behind the
curtain and on the throne, in the sanctuary of his soul.
He was speaking like a little child on his father’s lap…
And Jesus turned and said, “You are Peter, and on this Peter, I will build my church, my house.”
“This Peter,” not “the false Peter.”And who created “this Peter,” upon whom God will build his
house? Where did that Love, that Hope, and that Faith come from? Well, not Peter, but the one Peter
loved; the one he hoped in, the one that he had come to trust. It came from him, and it was granted
to Peter on the journey, over and over in the midst of storms.
It was a short time before this that the disciples were caught on the sea in the midst of a storm. And
Jesus came walking on the sea, which, for Jews, was walking on hell.
The disciples were terrified, for they thought he was a ghost. But Peter hopes, and the Lord calls to
Peter saying, “Come to me on the water,” and Peter gets out of the boat and walks on the waves in
the storm.
He walks by faith until he takes his eyes off the Lord, and puts them on to the wind and the waves
and starts to think—It was then that he started to sink.
But he called to the Lord, “Save me!”ix And the Foundation Stone moved; it came and got him. In
fact, there was a piece of it already there… inside himx.
It was the Love that made him get out of the boat…
It was the Hope that made him walk on top of hell…
And it was the Faith that cried, “Save me…”
And that’s how Faith, Hope, and Love grow into a house.
And that’s not unreasonable; it’s actually the manifestation of reason, the Logos. And I hope you
understand, faith that “God is Salvation” doesn’t mean that you don’t try. It’s faith that you yourself
are salvation that will keep you in the boat and trapped by hell.
Faith that “God is Salvation” means you’ll try, but your right hand won’t know what your left hand is
doing; you’ll be dancing.
Faith in “God is Salvation,” is Faith in Jesus… and Jesus in you. And that’s how Jesus builds his house,
the house that you are.
1 Peter 2:4 · “...Like living stones, be yourselves built into a spiritual house...” (AMPC). From faith to
faith, in the midst of storms, and at the gates of Hell.
You are Peter, says Jesus, and on this Peter, I will build my church, and the gates of hell will not prevail
against it.
Hell, isn’t a hypothetical proposition for me anymore; I feel like I’ve been there, or at least to the
gates… and I don’t mean that cave in Caesarea Philippi.
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Over the years I’ve prayed with some friends who I think were in hell.
One of the first was a friend who suffered abuse more horrifying than anything I can mention in a
setting like this. I would think it wasn’t real, except that I’ve experienced things I cannot explain
away, and I’ve also witnessed a power greater and more beautiful than anything I had imagined.
One night, that must have been twenty some years ago now, at about 2 in the morning, Aram
Haroutunian, my associate, and I were at her house praying for her, and experiencing one Hell of a
Storm. It was a demonic spirit that took the name of control and would give our friend the ability to
hide her heart and put on a religious act. But now there was no act, it had seized control of her
body.
If you’ve never seen such a thing, I know it’s incredibly hard to believe, but according to Scripture
we all wrestle against principalities and powers, the world rulers of this present darkness. We all
wrestle, and whether you see something like this or never do, the battle is just the same.
At one point this entity began to choke her. And we couldn’t get it to stop. I tried everything I knew:
things I had read in books, stuff I had learned on the mission field, I commanded in Jesus’s name
and took authority in Jesus’s name. And Aram quoted Bible verse after Bible verse.
And then she stopped breathing and fell over, lifeless on the floor. I put my face to hers, and there
was no breath.
I tried reciting every formula that I could remember. I tried praying in tongues. I think Aram recited
half the Bible verses in the New Testament. I bent down, and still she wasn’t breathing…
And then it hit me. I looked at Aram, he looked at me, and I thought, “We’re going to prison. We’re
two grown men in a single woman’s house, a dead single woman’s house, and the police are not
going to believe it wasn’t our fault, it was the Devil.” In an instant, I thought, “My children will lose
their father, my house will fall, the church will fall, and how will I not believe that the devil wins?”
And then, without thinking, as if from a place someplace deep, deep down in the sanctuary of my
soul, I just kind of muttered “Jesus, help us…”
And all at once, she took a huge gasp of air, came back around, Jesus revealed more of his glory, the
gates of hell did not prevail against us, and I think Jesus whispered into my heart—“On this Peter…
on this Peter, Peter, I will build my house.”
Not the Peter with the impressive resume, seminary degrees, six million-dollar facility and book
contracts—I actually don’t even know that Peter.
But on this Peter: poor in Spirit, meek, and mourning, and thirsty for me. On this Peter, the one that
liked Me on the flannel graph in Sunday School. The One that sits on his Father’s lap and believes
the love in our Father’s eyes. The Beloved One, in whom Our Father is well pleased. …This Peter…
the fruit from the tree that is me.
Peter, we will build our house on “this Peter,” the Rock.
Jesus doesn’t know the man or woman you’re trying to be. But Jesus knows and loves the man or
woman you are right now.
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In fact, on this Rock, this Foundation Stone, he will build his house, which is you and me and all the
children of God.
Be grateful for the storms, for they reveal the Rock.
It’s not Donald Trump, Joe Biden, Dr. Faucci, the fire department, the Constitution, some church
program, or any type of knowledge you could apply to yourself…. It’s not an army, a gun, or a threequarter ton Chevy truck…
It’s more like a feeling, an idea, or a thought—a decision—that did not come from you. It’s Christ in
You, the Rock in you, the Foundation Stone.
If you asked John the disciple, “Who are you?” he’d say, “I don’t really know yet… except I am the
beloved… a child of God.”xi
If you asked Paul the apostle, “Who are you?” he’d say “Well, it’s no longer I who live, but Christ who
lives in me, and the life I now live in the flesh, I live by the faith of the one who loved me and
delivered himself up for me.” xii
If you asked Peter, “Who are you?” he’d say, “Jesus said that I’m the Rock.”
And if you asked, “Well, who’s Jesus?” he’d say, “Jesus is the Rock.”
And if you then asked, “So are you proud?” he’d look at you as if you were insane and say, “No, I’m
forever grateful.”
I think Jesus would say, “That’s because he now knows that he is the fruit from the tree that is me.”

Communion
And that’s why he took bread and broke it, saying, “This is my body given to you. Take; eat.”
And in the same way, he took the cup, saying, “This is the covenant in my blood, (the Life is in the
blood), poured out for the forgiveness of sins.”
[Peter holds the broken bread and cup up to the cross behind the table.]
“This is fruit from the tree that is me,” says Jesus.
One day a storm will come and the man that Jesus does not know will be entirely swept away
away… but Faith, Hope, and Love will remain; they’ll say “Jesus help me…” And the gates of Hell will
not prevail against you…But you will know, as you are known—the image and likeness of God.
Amen.

Benediction
So, God, we just thank you. I thank you that with every breath, my soul will rest in you. That soul—
that me—is the true me. Thank you for exposing the fake me...’cause I’m sick of him, and he wears
me out. And I thank you that you will do it, Lord God, in Jesus’s name. Father, it’s tempting now to
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tell people what to do. But Jesus, we’re trying to trust that it’s your Word that will do it. So do it,
God. In Jesus’s name. Amen.
So before you go, I just wanted to share this with you:
Solomon wrote:
Wisdom has built her house;
she has hewn her seven pillars.
She has slaughtered her beasts; she has mixed her wine;
she has also set her table.
(Proverbs 9:1-2)
You just partook of that table. Jesus is Wisdom.
And Wisdom in you is his house—his Bride, who bears His Fruit.
So, believe the Word, and you will do his words, and build the house.
Amen.

Endnotes
These three instances, Exodus 17:6, 33:21-22, Numbers 20:8-11 are the first three places that we read of “the Rock” in
the Old Testament.
i

And David spoke to the Lord the words of this song on the day when the Lord delivered him from the hand of all his
enemies, and from the hand of Saul. 2 He said,
“The Lord is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer, 3 my God, my rock, in whom I take refuge, my shield, and the horn
of my salvation, my stronghold and my refuge, my savior; you save me from violence. 4 I call upon the Lord, who is worthy
to be praised, and I am saved from my enemies. – 2 Samuel 22:1-4
ii

It’s David that says “save me” over and over to the Rock in the Psalms. Sixteen times in Psalms directly attributed to him
and four more times in Psalms that could possibly be his. Perhaps this is why he was “the man after God’s own heart.” He
called out to “God is Salvation,” that’s Jesus, the Rock.
Daniel tells about a rock smashing into the Kingdoms of this world and growing into a mountain that fills the whole earth
(Daniel 2:31-45).
iii

Matthew 1:21

Currently, the most popular way of defending the notion of an eternal torment is an appeal to creaturely
freedom and to God’s respect for its dignity, but there could scarcely be a poorer argument, whether it’s made
crudely… by William Lane Craig or elegantly by Eleonore Stump, it is going to fail. It wouldn’t if we could
construct a metaphysics or phenomenology of the will’s liberty that was purely voluntarist, purely
spontaneous, though even then we would have to explain how an absolutely libertarian act, obedient to no
rationale whatsoever would be distinguishable from sheer chance or mindless organic or mechanical impulse,
and so any more free than an earthquake or embolism. But on any cogent account, free will is a power
inherently purposive, teleological, primordially oriented towards the good and shaped by that transcendental
appetite to the degree that a soul can recognize the good for what it is. No one can freely will the evil as evil.
iv
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One can take the evil for the good. but that doesn’t alter the prior transcendental orientation that wakens all
desire. To see the good truly is to desire it insatiably; not to desire it is not to have known it and so never
having been free to choose it. It makes no more sense to say that God allows creatures to damn themselves
out of his love for them, or his respect for their freedom, than to say that a father might reasonably allow his
deranged child to thrust her face into a fire out of a tender regard for her moral autonomy. -David Bentley
Hart (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3dOsKzh7Kyw)
v When is a child most free? When that child is buckled in a car seat in the back of a minivan being driven
through the desert, or when that child is free of the car seat, the mini-van, and the father, naked and alone
in the desert, absolutely unencumbered by any will other than her own?
When is a tree free, or an acorn free? When it’s kept safe in a jar on the shelf of some botanist in a university
somewhere? Or when it’s exposed to death, dirt, decay, rainwater and then blistering sunlight, when it’s
allowed to be what it’s destined to be… a mighty oak.
vi
vii

Matthew 16:13-18
Matthew 16:21-23

So I find it to be a law that when I want to do right, evil lies close at hand. For I delight in the law of God, in my inner
being (innermost man), but I see in my members another law waging war against the law of my mind and making me
captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members.—Romans 7:21-23
viii

ix

Matthew 14:22-31

One may, of course, be confused and one may doubt; but whoever once believes has something like a character
indelebilis. He may take comfort of the fact that he is being upheld. Everyone who has to contend with unbelief should be
advised that he ought not to take his own unbelief too seriously. Only faith is to be taken seriously; and if we have faith as
a grain of mustard seed, that suffices for the devil to have lost his game.
- Karl Barth, Dogmatics in Outline (London: SCM Press LTD., 1949), p. 20-21
x

Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we
shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure. – 1
John 3:2
xi

I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I
live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me. -Galatians 2:20 KJV
xii
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