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The strangest thing happened to me the other day. I was working upstairs in the office when I heard
knocking on the front door. I ran downstairs and opened the front door to find the strangest woman
on the front porch—she was wearing this t-shirt. [Peter has on t-shirt that reads: Peter Hiett
Ministries.]
She said, “Let me in!”
I said, “Excuse me?”
She said, “Peter, Peter, Let me in.”
I said, “I’m sorry, but do I know you?”
She said, “Of course you know me! I’ve read all your books—I know everything about you, and I tell
everyone all about you! I’m the founder of Peter Hiett Ministries, Incorporated— now, let me in!”
And I said, “No. …I don’t know you!”
She said, “Of course you know me! Look—this is Jonathan, your son [Peter holds up doll.]—I should
know; I made him!” And she held up this doll… and then this doll… [Peter holds up a doll in each
hand.] “This is Jonathan, our son, and Elizabeth, our daughter; I’m your bride—now let me in!!”
Well, I called the police.
While she was getting into the squad car, I made her give me the t-shirt and these dolls… Creepy
huh?
Let’s Pray.

Prayer
Lord, God I pray that you would help us to preach your Word. In Jesus’s name, we pray this. Amen.
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Message
This is our twentieth sermon in our series from the Sermon on the Mount, titled “The Living Law.”
Most modern folks seem to think the sermon is just a bunch of contradictory sayings about many
different things, but now just bundled together by Matthew in his gospel. I tend to think Jesus is
talking about one thing that we’re barely beginning to see, let alone believe, and that’s the heart of
God our Father.
The sermon on Mt. Sinai, the Sermon on this Mount, and the Sermon on Mt. Calvary, in flesh and
hanging on a tree in a garden, are all one sermon.
Last time we preached on these verses, Matthew 7: 15-20:
“Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing but inwardly are
ravenous wolves. 16 You will recognize [epiginosko] them by their fruits. Are grapes
gathered from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 17 So, every healthy tree bears
[literally, “does”] good fruit, but the diseased tree bears [“does”] bad fruit. 18 A
healthy tree cannot bear [“do”] bad fruit, nor can a diseased tree bear [“do”] good
fruit. 19 Every tree that does not bear [“do”] good fruit is cut down and thrown into
the fire. 20 Thus you will recognize [epiginosko] them by their fruits.
It seems that we each have some good fruit and some bad fruit, which implies that we’re each a wolf
in sheep’s clothing and something else entirely different. It’s like we each have two trees in the
garden of our soul. Or maybe one tree that can give life or take life, depending on what we make of
it, or it makes of us.
Well, in 7:20 he says:
“20 Thus you will recognize them [epiginosko, “know them”] by their fruits. [the fruits
they do.]
Now, verse 21:
21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven,
but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 On that day many
will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out
demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your name?’ 23 And then will I
declare to them, ‘I never knew [ginosko] you; depart from me, you workers of
lawlessness.’

You know, the Sermon on the Mount starts out so sweet.
· Jesus comes preaching, “the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand…”
· He says, “Blessed are the poor in spirit, the meek, the mourning, the hungry and thirsty for
righteousness…”
· “You are the salt of the earth and the light of the world…”
· But then he says, “Your righteousness must exceed that of [the religious folks] the Scribes and
Pharisees.”
· Then he tells us about “The Will of the Father,” described in the law…
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And now he says, “On that day—[Judgment Day, I guess]—not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord
Lord,’” [imagine how blasphemous and arrogant that would’ve sounded to these folks]— “...not
everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the
will of my father… many will say, ‘Did we not prophesy, cast out demons, and do mighty works
[That sounds like good fruit, but maybe is false, it’s fake?] …And I will say to them, ‘I never knew
you.’”
That’s so bizarre on so many levels. We need to ask: What does it mean? I think I know what we
think we know that it means…
We think it means: Try harder— because a day is coming when Jesus will inspect your fruit, which
means judge all of your deeds. And if your deeds aren’t good enough, he’ll pronounce judgment
saying, “I never knew you.” Which actually means something like, “I don’t want to know you, and
I’m going to act like I don’t know you, because I actually do know you, and I don’t like you. —I reject
you!”
Have you ever had someone act like they didn’t know you? It’s the worst:
Like when you drop your son off at his junior high, give him a kiss, and wave good-bye as he
runs to class, but then he won’t wave back, but acts like he doesn’t know you in front of his
buddies—“I don’t know that man.”
Like when you see a friend partying with some other friends, you say “Hi,” and they act like
they don’t know you, maybe… embarrassed to know you.
Thirteen years ago, that happened to me a lot. I’d actually been one of the most popular guys in my
denomination. Then at Presbytery meetings and for years to come, people I thought were old
friends didn’t seem to know me.
We think that’s what Jesus means—I don’t want to know you, because I actually do know you, and I
don’t like you. But that’s not what he says; he says, “I never knew you…” And check this out: He’s the
Truth and does not lie; he’s not acting like he never knew them. He never knew them.
“I never knew you.”
That’s a pretty weird thing to say if he just judged all their deeds. Wouldn’t he say, “I know you
because I just judged you?” If he never knew them, how could he ever judge them, or even reject
them?
·
·
·
·

You know, in the Gospel of John 8:15, Jesus says, “I judge no one.”
And yet, “the Father… has given all judgment to the son,” says Jesus in John 5:22.
“Now is the judgment,” he says in John 12:31.
“The Light,” John 3:20.

You see? If you read your Bible and don’t think Jesus is weird, you’re just not paying attention. Or,
you’re not believing a thing that he says.
“I never knew you,” says Jesus, which would make it pretty hard to judge—at least not in the way
we judge. And then he says, “Depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.”
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How would he know that they were “workers of lawlessness” if he never knew them and never
judged them?
He must believe that because he “never knew” them, they could do nothing but lawlessness.
You know, he did just tell us that he came to fulfill the law. So, if he didn’t know them, perhaps they
could only be lawless and never lawful, for he hadn’t fulfilled the law in them.
Well, “I never knew you… you workers of lawlessness,” is a weird thing for anyone to say. But more
than that, “I never knew you,” is utterly weird for Jesus to say.
If Jesus never knew them, not only could they not be “lawful,” they just couldn’t be—Jesus is the
Word of God in human flesh. He’s the Word that God spoke and speaks into the void creating
everything that’s anything.i
·
·
·
·

Jesus is the Truth. What is it that he possibly could not know… except maybe a lie?
Jesus is the Light. What is it that he possibly could not know… except maybe a shadow?
Jesus is the presence of “I Am.” What is it that he could possibly not know… except maybe
“I am not.”
Jesus is the Good in flesh. What is it that he could possibly not know…except for maybe
evil in flesh… who I am not… my shadow… my false self.

If you were around when we preached through Ephesians, you may remember how St. Paul would
talk about our New Adam and Old Adam, our New Man and Old Man, the True self and the False self.
In Ephesians 4, he tells us to put off the false and put on the True—already created in the very
likeness of God—the true self is forever new; it’s eternal.
Well, if you have a true self already created in Christ Jesus, who created your false self—the lie, in
space and time?
Well, maybe you?

So, the “me” that God creates is who I Am. And the “me” that I think I create is who I am not. The
“me” that I think I create is an empty illusion.
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God creates my true self with His Judgment, and “I” create my false self with my judgments.
Remember, the little “I” in the man on the right? I think you could call that “consciousness, spirit, or
the breath of God breathed into dust in the beginning. That’s the “I” that is now and thinks it creates
“me” with my judgments in time.

“I” create my false self at this tree, when “I” listen to the snake.
Remember the devil’s temptation?
Take knowledge from this tree and use it to make yourself in the image of God.
Take knowledge of the Good and make yourself Good—beautiful.
Take knowledge and make yourself your own creator, savior, and redeemer.
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But when I take knowledge of the Good, I also take the Life of the Good, everything dies, and I come
to know all about evil.
I’m not sure we can know evil—for evil is ultimately nothing but the absence of the good.
Maybe we can’t really know evil, but we can gain knowledge of evil; we can know about evil and
recognize fake fruit. We can trap ourselves in a prison of darkness, lies, and fake fruit.
In John 8, Jesus says several amazing things all to the same group of people on the same occasion.
John 8:31, (to the “Jews who had believed in him”), he says: “If you abide in my word, you
will know the truth and the truth will set you free.”
“Free from what?” they wonder.
Then he tells them, John 8:44, “You are of your father the devil.”
But you see, the devil is not the “Father of real people…”
Jesus continues, “The Devil is… the Father of Lies.” …Fake people.
Understand? The devil is the father of the self-made man—your ego, if you will.

The devil is the father of the prison in which you’re trapped, that you mistakenly think is yourself,
because you believed this lie that you must take knowledge of your Creator, your Father, and make
yourself in His Image. I think we all first believed the lie around the age of two or three, when we
first became “self-conscious.”
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So, you have a True Self, eternal in the heavens, made in the image of God. And you have a false self,
in which your True Self is currently trapped in space and time, dead and dying,ii cut off from the
Life, the Logic of eternity.

We’re each like a little girl asleep on her father’s lap, dreaming a dream of her own sovereignty;
dreaming that she’s grown up and doesn’t need a father. She’s dreaming a dream that has become a
nightmare and she can’t wake up.
The dream is an illusion—it’s not real—and yet in that dream, she is really trapped until her father
whispers a word in her ear, which really enters her dream. He whispers, “Sweetheart, wake up…
you’re having a bad dream.”
For a long time, it’s fascinated me that on the Sixth Day of Creation, God says to the Adam (that is,
humanity), “You may certainly eat of every tree in the garden, but of the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil you shall not, [literally: will not, do not, eat].”
Then he puts the Adam (that is, humanity) in a deep sleep. He makes the Adam, male and female,
and then they eat… or think they eat. I’ve wondered if, in some way they were still asleep and
dreaming.
I’ve wondered if we only wake up when we realize that what we took has always been given, and
that’s the very life of our Father.
We wake up when the Word of our Father is whispered into our ear, our dream, where it truly dies
and rises within us, destroying the prison that is our nightmare.
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Ephesians 5:14:
“Awake, O sleeper,
and arise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.”
The Truth will shine on you: You are not forsaken; you only feel forsaken. You are the beloved in
whom he is well pleased.
I’m just saying that maybe Jesus knows about evil, but he doesn’t know evil, for there’s nothing
there to know.
Maybe the “man” that Jesus does not know never existed; you only imagined he exists; he is your
nightmare. Maybe that “man” is nothing but a lie and there are no lies in the kingdom of Truth—
they dissolve like a shadow in the light of His presence.
Jesus is the Truth that enters your nightmare and destroys the lie.
Jesus is the Light that shines on the tree, and obliterates every shadow.
Maybe the “man” that Jesus doesn’t know is your false self.iii Or maybe the “man” that Jesus doesn’t
know is your true self, trapped in your false self—that nightmare that you dream in space and time.
Maybe Jesus never knew him because you wouldn’t let him be known. Maybe Jesus never knew
him—"never” is a function of time—maybe Jesus never knew him, until he did know him, as he
woke you from time into eternity, and is in fact the eternal life that fills all your time, even now.
Now is the moment that eternity touches time.
Maybe the “man” that Jesus doesn’t know is your false self. Or maybe the “man” that Jesus doesn’t
know is your true self, hiding in your false self… or both.
You remember that after Eve and the first Adam took the fruit from the tree, they hid themselves
from the presence of God—who is the Truth.
They use their knowledge of Good and evil to hide themselves in fig leaves and self-justifications.
They hide their shame. And isn’t shame, the perceived distance between who we think we should
be and who we actually are?
It’s the awareness that we need a helper.
It’s knowledge that we are incomplete and need to be completed.
They hide that place of shame from the presence of Love, and so remain alone. They will not let
their Helper “know them.” … I think he refuses to rape them—to force them to be known.
It’s important to realize that there are different ways of knowing and different things to be known.
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Eve—who is all of us, the bride of the eschatos Adam—Eve took knowledge of the Good to make
herself good; everything died, and in that state, she chose to remain alone.
That’s one way to know: to take knowledge.
But next in Genesis, we read that Adam, (that human Adam), knew Eve, and she got pregnant with
life, and they were all much less alone.
That’s a very different way to know: to be known.
Two ways of knowing, but just one word in Hebrew.
In our text today, there are two words often translated as “know.”
When Jesus says, “I never knew you,” the word used is this Greek word: ginosko.
But when Jesus says: you will recognize them, or know them, by their fruits, he uses the word
“epiginosko.” “Epi-” is a prefix, meaning “on” or maybe, “about.”iv So, you will know about them, but
perhaps you won’t know them, for there could be nothing or no one to know.v Or perhaps they won’t
let you know them, for they’re hiding under a bunch of fake fruit that is all “about them”—selfrighteousness and religious deeds.
Whatever the case, you can only know a “thing” in a certain way. But you can also know a person in
this other way. You can know as you are known; you can commune.
The first place that ginosko appears in the Gospel of Matthew is in chapter one, when Matthew
writes that Joseph did not “know”( ginosko) Mary until after Jesus was born. —That is, he didn’t
have sex with her.
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That is, she did not surrender that vulnerable and intimate place on her body where she felt
shame—she did not surrender herself to Joseph. However, she did surrender herself to the Word of
God and was impregnated with Jesus.
One day, they said to Jesus, “Go talk to your mother.”
And he said, “Whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my brother and sister and mother.”vi
You know, he’s called the “Son of Man”— that means that man, that is humanity, is his mother, for
God is his Father.
·
·
·
·
·
·

When we allow God to not only know about us, but to know us…
When we surrender our shame, and allow him to fill it with Grace…
When we invite the truth, by being honest about our lies—when we’re Truth-full…
When we surrender to God’s Word of Grace, who is the Will of the Father and the Seed
promised to all humanity…
When we allow God to know us, we bear the fruit of His Life.
When we allow Christ to know us, we know him and become pregnant with his Life… Love,
Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, Good, Faith, Gentleness, and Self-control—that’s Good fruit;
God’s Will in human flesh, our flesh.

Jesus just informed us that those who enter the kingdom are those that he knows, that is, those that
“do the will of his Father in Heaven.”
Jesus is the will of his Father, the Word of the Father, the Promised Seed.
Jesus is the will of the Father hanging on a tree in a garden, even the garden in the depths of
your soul.
“Make the tree good… or make the tree bad,” said Jesus.
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Last time I had you stare at this tree, [points to the cross] and I asked you, “What do you make of it?
Or does it make you? How do you know it?
Several years ago, I was flying over Nevada on the way to California. The pilot decided to give a little
tour, extolling the wonder of creation below. At one point he said, “Directly below us is Mt. Wheeler,
the sight of the world’s oldest living thing: a bristlecone pine, almost 5,000 years old.” Then he
paused and said, “Well, it was the oldest living thing… until they cut it down to count its rings.”
“They” was a grad student named Don Curry who wanted to know how old it was, so in 1964, he cut
it down to count it’s rings—all 4,862. But the tree died. And I bet something in Don Curry died.
That’s science. It’s the study of repetitive events in a controlled environment.vii I love science. It’s
absolutely wonderful for knowing things, ...but not so much for people.
·
·
·

To know a tree, you cut it down and count its rings.
To know a frog, you dissect it and analyze the pieces.
To know a wife… well, you could cut her down, dissect her, and come to know all about her,
but you would no longer be able to know her, for you just killed her.

See? There are different ways to know. And if you know a thing in one way, it might keep you from
knowing it in another.
So, how do you know this tree or the fruit on this tree?
The snake tempted Eve and that first Adam to know about the Good. So, they took knowledge of the
Good, which killed The Life, and they were no longer able to do the Will of their Creator, for they
just killed the Will of their Creator, and everything died.

11

The Man that Jesus Does Not Know

The Scribes and Pharisees took “knowledge of the Good.” They took the law, and even used it to
crucify the Life, and were unable to do the Will of their Creator. They couldn’t do fruit—only fake
fruit—for they just killed their Husband.
Is the Good something you can use to create your life, like a law? Or is the Life someone who is
making you good by giving you himself, like a living lover, a husband?
You can gain knowledge of the Good, by seizing control. But you can only know the Good by
surrendering control and allowing Him to know you.
If you seize control, you can only fake the fruit. “But if anyone loves God,” writes Paul, “He is known
by God.”viii
God is Love and Real Love is God. You can only bear the fruit of Love, if you’ve been known by Love.
Love is God and the will of God. To do the will of God, you must be known by God, and then you give
birth to the life of God in human flesh—Good fruit. And anything else is just creepy.
That woman at my door that kept saying, “Let me in,” was just creepy. I think she was trying to
impress me with all she knew about me. But she didn’t know me because I sure hadn’t known her.
And so her fruit was fake:
·
·

My children aren’t dolls made by people.
My children are living miracles, made by God in the womb of my bride, because in the very
place that she once covered in shame, I implanted seed during the celebration of the
sacrament of our covenant of marriage.
· My children are living fruit because I knew my bride, and so my bride knows me.
But I swear, I never knew that woman knocking on my door.
And now I should probably say that I made that up. That didn’t actually happen to me…but I think it
does happen to Jesus all the time.
I think we’re all a bit like that woman, knocking on heaven’s door trying to impress God, saying,
“Lord, Lord, did I not cast out demons in your name, prophecy in your name, and do many mighty
works in your name, and donate to the building fund in your name? Just look at my resume!”
And he says, “But I never knew you.”
Maybe he means, “There’s nothing there to actually know.” Or maybe he means, “There is someone
there, but she’s hiding… and will not allow me to know her—the real her—hiding in the false her.
And so, I will subject her to death, futility, and chaos, until she dies to herself, surrenders her ego,
and learns to call upon me, saying, ‘God help me, ye-ho-shua,’ that is, ‘Jesus.’”
As you know, God kicked humanity out of the Garden. And if you didn’t know, Scripture claims that
we are the Bride of Christ—Christ who is the eschatos Adam, God in Flesh, our Helper.
God kicked us out of the Garden and placed two cherubim and a flaming sword to guard the way to
the Tree. But we do come back to the Tree, for the Spirit of the One that hung on the tree finds us,
and with a flaming sword cuts away our ego, and brings us back to himself.
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We do come back to the tree. In fact, that’s what we’re doing right now.
We come back to the tree, for in the fruit, there is seed. Seed that dies and comes to life—even in
our darkest, deepest nightmares.ix
I was trying to explain all of this at a prophetic prayer meeting here at church a few months ago,
when my wife had a vision. She said:
A beautiful bride was looking at herself in a mirror admiring her own beauty. She then
reached over and took a bite of fruit. She immediately looked in the mirror and saw Jesus die
on the cross, then watched herself crucified and dying with him. Then she fell on the ground
weeping and utterly alone.
And I said, “Yes, that’s exactly what I’m trying to say”:
We take the law to justify ourselves.
We take knowledge of the Good to make ourselves beautiful.
We take knowledge of the Good, and so crucify the Good, which is to take the Life and kill
the Life, and so find ourselves unable to love… dead and alone.
We take the Fruit to feed our ego, and everything dies.
But the Gospel is that there is seed in that fruit… and it dies in order to live.
· The Gospel is that body broken and blood shed, rising from the dead within us.
· The Gospel is that the Life we thought we had taken has always been given.
· The Gospel is that we’ve always been forgiven and thoroughly loved.
· The Gospel is that Love does not fail, for he is infinite Mercy.
· The Gospel is that we will know, even as we are known.
· The Gospel is that he finds us, sets us free, and brings us home.
· The Gospel is that Our Father is waking us from this nightmare of a world with a Word.
The Good News is that the “man” that Jesus does not know, is the man that has kept me in bondage,
misery, sin, and despair all my days. That “man” is my false self, my ego—the man that I think I’m
supposed to be, the man I dream myself to be, and constantly fail to be, in this dream that has
become a nightmare. The man that seeks to impress his friends at the Presbytery meetings with
how much he knows, the books he’s written, and the number of people in his church.x The man who
competes, the man whofeeds on the failure of others to feel better about himself, the zombie, the
vampire, the wolf in sheep’s clothing, the false me that constantly condemns the true me, telling me
that I am never enough… the accuser in me… the spawn of the devil.
The Good News is that Jesus doesn’t know that “man,” because he doesn’t exist. And if he
ever did exist, he’s been nailed to the tree with Jesus, the Truth.
The Good News is that Jesus does not know the man I’m trying to be.
The Good News is that Jesus knows and loves the man that I am right now.
It doesn’t mean that I’m finished in the image of my Father and will never change. It does mean that
he could not love me more than he does right now.
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This is weird upon reflection, but I think I loved my daughter, Elizabeth, for instance. I think I loved
my daughter the same amount when she was 2, as I did when she was 5, 9, 16 and 30. I loved her
with all I am and all I have. She’s me, and I’m her. She’s the fruit from the tree that is me, her father.
So, what am I saying? How does it look? Well, I think it looks like one of my favorite stories, which
I’ve told you before.
One of my favorite memories, played over and over, in a gazillion ways, and a gazillion moments,
until we all arrive at home, on the lap of our Father and “know the place for the first time.” Jesus
said, “Pray Our Father.”
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I’m Elizabeth’s father, and she is one of my sheep, the one on the left, my oldest daughter—one of
my sheep. When she was little, she would follow me wherever I went and do whatever I was
doing—I was literally her life, and her life was knowing me.

But one day, I felt like I no longer knew her. She was about five. And this day, she was just nasty and
mean… even when she’d try to be nice, she was like a wolf in sheep’s clothing, sowing division,
picking fights, and causing trouble with all my other sheep.
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Lectures didn’t help, spankings definitely didn’t help. She was killin’ me!
Finally, I just said, “Hey… let’s just all go out to dinner!”
In the van, on the way, she was picking fights the entire time. So as soon as I parked, I turned
around and said, “OK! Everybody inside—except you, Elizabeth. You’re staying with me.”
I sat her in the front seat, stared her down, and she stared back at me.
I said, “Elizabeth, what’s gotten into you?”
She said, “Well, I know, but I’m not telling you!”
I didn’t know what to do at that point—I had lost her. My treasure was hidden by an angry five
year-old going on fifty, acting like she was king of the Kingdom, and I was an idiot.
“Well, I know, but I’m not telling you...”
Not knowing what to do, I made her come sit on my lap . . .and I hugged her. At first, I could tell, it
burned.
Normally, she was most at home on my lap, but now it burned. It burned her ego. And yet, I hugged
her for a long time.
And then she cracked.
“Well… OK… I’ll tell you,” she said. “Do you remember when you came to my kindergarten
class?”
“Yeah, honey. I do,” I responded.
“Do you remember Kelly?” she asked. (Kelly was this little girl that had just hung onto me
the entire time.)
“Yeah, I remember,” I said.
“Well, Daddy, when you left, she said that you said you didn’t love me anymore, and now
you loved her!!”
Then Elizabeth just fell apart in a fountain of tears, sobbing on my lap. And that’s when something
in me just began to burn for her and against the lie… not Kelly, but the lie.
It was the passion of the Father, a longing I can barely express. I felt it, as in that moment I found my
daughter and knew my daughter. For in that moment, she had exposed to me the greatest of all
gifts—her broken heart.
I said, “Elizabeth, does Kelly have a Daddy?”
“Yes,” she answered, “but he just moved away.”
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I put my hands to her face, and I said, “Elizabeth, look at me: I will always love you, [Understand that
I’m an imperfect father, but you have a perfect Father.]“Elizabeth, look at me: I will always love you;
that will not change. Please don’t doubt my love for you; it hurts me when you do. But when you do,
please come sit on my lap and tell me, so I can tell you, ‘I love you.’”
“What’s gotten into you?” I had asked.
“The lie of the snake,” is the answer.
·
·
·
·

It made her try to become me, for she no longer believed she was me.
It made her try to earn my love, for she no longer believed she was my love.
It made her try to take my life, for she no longer believed she is my life.
It trapped her in a nightmare and made her become someone I did not know.

The “man” that God does not know is the “man” you’re trying to be, to show him you deserve his
love, or don’t need his love, because you’re entirely sufficient in and of yourself--the King of your
own Kingdom.
The “man” that God does not know is the “man” you’re trying to be. And the man that God does
know is the thoroughly unimpressive, yet utterly impressive man, or woman, that you actually are…
right now.
It doesn’t mean that you’ll simply stay the same. It means that you can grow, for you will feed on
love, and love makes everyone grow—grow, and become just who it is that they eternally are.
I said, “I will always love you,” ...and Elizabeth went into the restaurant and was good without even
trying.
So, like Jesus told my friend last time, “Come sit with me, everyday.” It will burn away the “man” that
God does not know. And the “man” that God knows, and loves, will grow without even trying.

Communion
And so, the Word of our Father took the bread and broke it, saying, “This is my body given to you.
And he took the cup, saying, “This is the covenant in my blood, poured out for the forgiveness of
sins.”
[Peter holds both bread and the cup up to the cross.]
This is the Word of your Father, straight from his broken heart, offered to you, on the tree. Let it
burn away the “man” that God does not know. And let it feed the man you truly are, with infinite
mercy. And you will grow.
In Jesus’s name, believe the gospel. Amen.

Benediction
So, now with the eyes of your heart, lift your head...look into the eyes of your Father. Say, “Daddy,
I’m sorry that I’ve spent so much time believing the lie...because it hurts you. And so, I let you love

17

The Man that Jesus Does Not Know

me. Thank you that you know me...as I am. And with your Word, you will make me as you are, and I
don’t have to worry about that. Let’s eat. Amen”
So, what I’m saying is, “Believe the gospel,” which is the Word of your Father. You know we’ve said
so many things about this tree... [Peter motions to the cross beside him.] ...based on a whole bunch
of theories, and none of us can ever exhaust the meaning of it. But it fascinates me that we’ve had so
much trouble believing the things that God just says so plainly: “I’m your Dad. That means you are
my children. I’m the Bridegroom; that means y’all are my Bride. I am the Spirit; and one day I will
inhabit all of the temple.”
In Jesus’s name, believe the gospel.
Amen.

Endnotes
And if this day, is “that day,” in which he says these things, he’s not speaking from the position of having “emptied himself,” and having
entered our world as the suffering servant. He’s now that, but also the Judgment on the throne at the end of the age. “I never (oudepote:
oude, “not” + pote, “in time past“ or “at any time”) knew you.”
i

For three hundred years that’s been perceived as ridiculous.
But now even secular physicists must admit, “that’s entirely possible.”
ii

Time no longer makes sense to physicists, and they will tell you the only way that we even know that there is a passage of time, is in fact
the second law of thermodynamics, which states that everything moves toward chaos (an increased level of randomness or missing
logos) in a closed system.
Well at the tree in the garden, which is also the cross, humanity crucified the logos, and we trapped ourselves in chaos—that is death in
space and time.
At the fall we each made a choice, based on a lie, to become a closed system; to believe that we each are our own creator, savior, and
redeemer.
A perverse heart shall be far from me; I will know nothing of evil. – Psalm 101:4
On this shadow side the creature is contiguous to nothingness, for this "not" is at once the expression and frontier of the positive will,
election and activity of God. When the creature crosses the frontier from the one side, and it is invaded from the other, nothingness
achieves actuality in the creaturely world. . . .
Nothingness is that which God does not will. . . .
This being which is alien and adverse to grace and therefore without it, is that of nothingness. . . . And this is evil in the Christian sense,
namely, what is alien and adverse to grace, and therefore with it. . . . The grace of God is the basis and norm of all being, the source and
criterion of all good. Measured by this standard, as the negation of God's grace, nothingness is intrinsically evil. . . - Karl Barth, Church
Dogmatics,
iii

In those famous dialogues of St. Catherine of Siena, God is reported to have said to her, "I am He who is; you are she who is not." Have you
ever experienced your is-not-ness? -Anthony De Mello, Awareness (New York, NY: Image Books, Doubleday, 1990), p. 105
And so through this gracious knowledge we may see our sin profitably, without despairing, for we do really need to see it; and the sight
will make us ashamed of ourselves and break down our pride and presumption; for we really must see that in ourselves we are nothing
at all but sin and wretchedness. - Julian of Norwich, Revelations of Divine Love (London, England: Penguin Books, 1998), p. 169-170
And I thought that if sin had never existed, we should all have been pure and like himself, as God made us; and so I had often wondered
before now in my folly why, in his great foreseeing wisdom, God had not prevented sin; for then, I thought, all would have been well. . . .
He answered with this assurance: 'Sin is befitting.' With this word 'sin' our Lord brought to my mind the whole extent of all that is not
good: the shameful scorn and the utter humiliation that he bore for us in this life and in his dying, and all the pains and sufferings of all
his creatures, both in body and spirit - for we are all to some extent brought to nothing and should be brought to nothing as our master
Jesus was, until we are fully purged: that is to say until our own mortal flesh is brought completely to nothing, and all those of our inward
feelings which are not good. He gave me insight into these things, along with all pains that ever were and ever shall be; all this was shown
in a flash, and quickly changed into comfort; for our good Lord did not want the soul to be afraid of this ugly sight.
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But I did not see sin; for I believe it has no sort of substance nor portion of being, nor could it be recognized were it not for the suffering
which it causes. And this suffering seems to me to be something transient, for it purges us and makes us know ourselves and pray for
mercy; for the Passion of our Lord supports us against all this, and that is his blessed will for all who shall be saved. He supports us
willingly and sweetly, by his words, and says, 'But all shall be well, and all manner of things shall be well.' . . . And I wondered greatly at
this revelation, and considered our faith, wondering as follows: our faith is grounded in God's word, and it is part of our faith that we
should believe that God's word will be kept in all things; and one point of our faith is that many shall be damned-like the angels who fell
out of heaven from pride, who are now fiends, and men on earth who die outside the faith of Holy Church, that is, those who are
heathens, and also any man who has received Christianity and lives an unchristian life and so dies excluded from the love of God. Holy
Church teaches me to believe that all these shall be condemned everlastingly to hell. And given all this, I thought it impossible that all
manner of things should be well, as our Lord revealed at this time. And I received no other answer in showing from our Lord God but
this: 'What is impossible to you is not impossible to me. I shall keep my word in all things and I shall make all things well.' - Julian of
Norwich, Revelations of Divine Love, pp. 21-22, p. 86
Most people become their thoughts. They do not have thoughts and feelings; the thoughts and feelings have them. It is what the ancients
called "being possessed" by a demon. - Richard Rohr, Everything Belongs, p. 104
iv ἐπιγινώσκω (epiginōskō): vb.; ≡ DBLHebr 3359, 5795; Str 1921; TDNT 1.689—1. LN 28.2 know about, possess information about,
implying a thoroughness or competence (Mt 11:27; 1Ti 4:3); 2. LN 32.16 understand, perceive, comprehend (2Co 1:13); 3. LN 27.8
learn about, make a careful inquiry (Ac 22:24; 23:28); 4. LN 27.61 recognize (Lk 24:16; Ac 12:14)
v Lexicons seem to disagree about the distinction between epicinosko and ginosko, so I may be making too much of a distinction between
these two Greek words. But I’m not making too much of a distinction between “knowledge of” something (Like knowledge of Good and
evil) and “knowing” someone (like knowing Jesus.) –Dictionary of Languages with Semantic Domains: Greek (New Testament)
vi

Matthew 12:50

Perhaps we don’t know God for we insist on being a “controlled environment,” and perhaps were dying in time, for we have made our
lives a “closed system.” In a closed system everything moves toward greater chaos. That’s the Second Law of Thermodynamics and our
only explanation as to why we can only move in one direction in time.
vii

viii

1 Corinthians 8:3

1 John 5:12 “[Jesus] is the True God and Eternal Life.”
You see Jesus is the presence of the Good and Eternal Life.
Jesus is the one hanging on the tree in the middle of the garden.
John 17:1-3 “When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son
that the Son may glorify you, 2 since you have given him authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3 And
this is eternal life, that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.”
“God alone is Good” said Jesus, and Jesus is God in Flesh, which is Good in Flesh.
ix

Understand?
Knowing the Good is Life (This is eternal life, that they know you)
But taking knowledge of the Good brings death.
There are different ways of knowing.
“Make the tree good and it’s fruit good” said Jesus “or make the tree bad and it’s fruit bad.” What do you make of the tree?
Nobody was mean to you. Somebody was mean to what he or she thought was you, but not to you. Nobody ever rejects you; they're only
rejecting what they think you are. But that cuts both ways. Nobody ever accepts you either. Until people come awake, they are simply
accepting or rejecting their image of you. They've fashioned an image of you, and they're rejecting or accepting that. See how devastating
it is to go deeply into that. It's a bit too liberating. But how easy it is to love people when you understand this. How easy it is to love
everyone when you don't identify with what they imagine you are or they are. It becomes easy to love them, to love everybody. - Anthony
De Mello, Awareness (New York, NY: Image Books, Doubleday, 1990), p. 97
x
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