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Prayer
God, we ask that you would help us to preach. And we ask that you would help us to believe. And I
thank you, Lord God, that according to Scripture, you do both. You’re the one who speaks the Word,
and you’re also the one somehow responsible for hearing the Word in us—faith in us. So God, be
glorified in us this morning we pray. In Jesus’s name, Amen.

Message
Several years ago, while I was a youth pastor at a really large church in California, a fascinating
thing happened at Family Camp. During the sharing time, a young woman stood up and told how
she was gardening when she heard the phone ring.
Running to the house to answer the phone, she saw her toddler drowning in their swimming pool
and saved him. Then she said, “Just think – if the phone hadn’t rung, my son would’ve died. God
made the phone ring.” And everyone praised God.
The very next person to stand up was also a woman and a mother. She said, “The same thing
happened to me… But the phone didn’t ring...my son died.”
Why was that?
Why do some get COVID and die, and some get COVID and have no symptoms? Why are some born
into poverty and others born into privilege? Why is it that some are homeless and some are Wall
Street stockbrokers who live in mansions? Why is that?
Why do you suffer?
Several thousand years ago, a man named Job lost all his children to murder (seven sons, three
daughters). He also lost a host of servants, 7,000 sheep, 3,000 camels, 500 yoke of oxen, and 500
donkeys all in a day for no apparent reason. Then, he was afflicted with painful sores all over his
body and a wife who constantly nagged him to “curse God and die” as he sat on a pile of ashes,
scraping his sores with pieces of broken pottery.
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The life of Job is probably the world’s best argument against the existence of a just God… and you
will find that argument in the Bible. So, why does Job suffer? Why do you suffer?
Well, Job has three “friends” who come to visit. They sit with him seven days and seven nights until
Job opens his mouth crying in agony, “Why can’t I die?” Then his friends begin to speak. They defend
God. For 34 chapters, they present the classical arguments that religious people use to explain how
a just God allows, or even causes, suffering.
In Job 4:8, Eliphaz says, “Job you reap what you sow.”
When most people say, “You reap what you sow,” I think they mean, “You get what you deserve.”
Isn’t that what most people call “Justice?” You get what you deserve.
Well, how could we deserve anything? What would we deserve it with? I think Eliphaz would say,
“our choices” – our “free will.”
Late one night when I couldn’t sleep, I watched the Rev. Bob Tilton raising money on TV. He quoted
Job 22:27, ”You will pay your vows. You will decide on a matter, and it will be established for you.
Hallelujah!”
Now Rev. Bob didn’t mention that it was Eliphaz, Job’s friend, who spoke those words... See? He
agrees with Eliphaz.
“If only you tithed to a TV evangelist, you wouldn’t be in this mess, Job.”
“If only you chose to pick up the phone and make your vow, Peter, you’d get some sleep.”
“If only you chose the thing that I tell you is to choose because it’s good, you’d experience no
evil.”
That’s how human religion works: The clergy gives you the “knowledge of Good and Evil;” we give
you “the Law” so you can make good choices, because “You get what you deserve.”i
In the Old Covenant, the Covenant of Law, God basically says, “Here’s the Law: If y’all choose the
Good, I’ll give you stuff; if y’all choose Evil, you’ll suffer…” That’s the Covenant of Law.
Job is found in what we call the Old Testament, but Job was probably not in the Old Covenant. Job
probably lived before the Law was given, and almost certainly, lived outside of the group to whom it
was given. Job was probably not a Jew.
Well, Job’s friends argue that his suffering must be the result of his bad choices – that’s “the Free
Will Argument.”
When that doesn’t work, they argue that God sent the suffering to fix Job, so he’d make better
choices – that’s the Character Building Argument.
Job 5:17 · “Blessed is the man whom God corrects,” says Eliphaz.
I’ve preached that, hundreds of times… “God disciplines those that he loves,” says Scriptureii
But Job argues with the friends, saying, “I’m not suffering because of bad choices I made. And I’m
not suffering because of the bad person I am—my bad character.”
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Job 13:15 · “Though God slay me, I will hope in him;” says Job. “I will hope in Him,
yet I will argue my ways to His face. I will be honest to God.”
Job 27:6 ·“I hold fast my righteousness...”
Job 30:1· “...They laugh at me. ...They mock me.”
“Though God slay me – I will hope in Him.” (Job 13:15)
It’s like for 34 chapters Job cries, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” He argues to God’s
face and yet still proclaims, “Into your hands I commit my spirit.”
Well, in chapter 38, the Lord “speaks” to Job out of a whirlwind, saying, “Who is this that darkens
counsel without knowledge?” And then, God questions Job about Creation – “Were you there when I
made stars and rain and ostriches? Is the wild ox willing to serve you? Will he spend the night at
your manger?” (What a line: “Will the ox spend the night at your manger?” —That’s Job 39:11.)
God appears and questions Job until Job answers.
Job 42: 5-6 · “Now my eyes see you; and I despise myself, [“that is my judgment”]
and I repent in dust and ashes.” [That can also be translated “I am comforted in dust
and ashes.” As if he’s saying, “I rest in the knowledge that I’m dust and not the Judge.”]
Well, Job’s friends defend God from Job for 34 chapters. Then God appears in the whirlwind,
rebukes Job, and says something utterly shocking to his friends. He says, “I’m furious with you
(Eliphaz) and your friends, for you have not spoken what is right about me as my servant Job
has…So Job, pray for them that I don’t give them what they deserve.iii”
“They’re wrong about me. They’re wrong. They’re wrong about me,” says God.
I’ve known lots of folks that have really suffered, and perhaps their greatest suffering has been
religious folks that try to explain the reason for their suffering. Why are religious folks so desperate
to explain other people’s sufferings?
Well, maybe they themselves are terrified to suffer, for they don’t trust God to justify them (that
means, “to make them right”); they believe they must justify themselves, make themselves “right.”
They trust their knowledge of God and their own ability to make choices based on that knowledge,
because they believe “a person gets what they deserve.” So, if they can’t fix your suffering, or
explain your suffering, they’ll blame you for your suffering…otherwise they might have to admit,
people get what they don’t deserve… and none of us can justify ourselves… or anything good that
we think we possess.
Well, God says they’re wrong about Him, and Job has spoken what’s right. God restores Job’s
fortunes – twice as much as before – and then the book ends. So, all those explanations were wrong
in some way, and God never seems to explain anything to Job.
I’ve read books on Job. In Seminary, I took a whole class on Job. For a long time, I thought the point
of Job was this: We just don’t know why Job suffered.
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That’s the politically correct answer. The only problem with that answer is that it’s the wrong
answer, for the book tells us exactly why Job suffered—it’s right there in the prologue.
Now, Job didn’t know…that’s part of his suffering. But we do know. Job didn’t suffer for any bad
choices he had made. Job suffered for all the good choices made by, or made in, Job.
Job 1:1 · “There was a man in the land of Uz whose name was Job, and that man
was blameless and upright, one who feared God and turned away from evil. “
That’s how the book starts! “Blameless and upright!” He didn’t suffer for his bad choices. And the
sufferings may have changed Job’s heart, but Job needed changing less than anyone alive, even in all
the land of Israel.
Most Bible scholars think that the land of Uz is in the land of Edom. And remember Edom is Esau.
Esau was Jacob’s older brother, the firstborn. “Jacob I loved and Esau I hated,”iv says God at one
point in Scripture.
In Job 16:9, Job says, “[God] has… hated me,” and God says at the end of the book, “Job spoke what is
right.”v
But, to say that God “hates,” is to say that Love “hates”… for God is Love. That hatred is not the
opposite of Love, but the painful expression of Love; the opposite of Love is apathy.
Well anyway, Job in Edom knew about God. It must have been through “the things that have been
made.”vi He knew that God is Creator, and God is Good, and God is Just. He knew that his Word is
“the Way, the Truth, and the Life;” the logos; that’s Reason. His Word is “The true light which
enlightens everyone.”vii
Job 1:1 · “Job… was blameless and upright… feared God and turned away from
evil.”
Verse 6 · Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves
before the Lord, and Satan also came among them. 7The Lord said to Satan, “From
where have you come?” Satan answered the Lord and said, “From going to and fro
on the earth, and from walking up and down on it.” 8And the Lord said to Satan,
“Have you considered my servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a
blameless and upright man, who fears God and turns away from evil?” 9Then
Satan answered the Lord and said, “Does Job fear God for no reason? 10Have you
not put a hedge around him and his house and all that he has, on every side? You
have blessed the work of his hands, and his possessions have increased in the
land. 11But stretch out your hand and touch all that he has, and he will curse you
to your face.” 12And the Lord said to Satan, “Behold, all that he has is in your hand.
Only against him do not stretch out your hand.” So Satan went out from the
presence of the Lord.
Notice Satan has to get permission…but God grants it. Thus, marauding warriors and natural
disasters destroy Job’s children and possessions.
Job 1:20-22 · Then Job arose and tore his robe and shaved his head and fell on the
ground and worshiped. 21And he said, “Naked I came from my mother’s womb,
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and naked shall I return. The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; blessed be
the name of the Lord. 22In all this Job did not sin or charge God with wrong.
Once again Satan appears before God and Satan says, “Well he still has his health” and God says,
“He’s in your hand; only spare his life.”
Job 2:7-10 · So Satan went out from the presence of the Lord and struck Job with
loathsome sores from the sole of his foot to the crown of his head. 8And he took a
piece of broken pottery with which to scrape himself while he sat in the ashes.
9Then

his wife said to him, “Do you still hold fast your integrity? Curse God and
die.” 10But he said to her, “You speak as one of the foolish women would speak.
Shall we receive good from God, and shall we not receive evil (That’s the manifest
absence of the Good.)?” In all of this, Job did not sin with his lips.
So why did Job suffer? The Prologue (chapters 1-2) tells us. But for some reason we never seem to
take the Prologue seriously. Perhaps it’s because we don’t take the spiritual realm seriously.
Perhaps it’s because we don’t like being portrayed as lab rats.
It reminds me of this old movie, wherein two old and powerful stockbrokers, Randolph and
Mortimer Duke, run an experiment with two men’s lives, just to find out if Goodness is something in
man’s nature or simply the product of a man’s environment—the quality of his hedge and house, so
to speak.
The movie is titled Trading Places.
Dan Akroyd plays Louis Winthorpe III, a respected, white, New York stockbroker.

Eddie Murphy plays Billy Ray Valentine, an underprivileged, black, con-man.
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When Billy Ray Valentine is caught stealing, and Louis Winthorpe III is at the top of his game, the
Duke Brothers arrange for absolutely everything to go wrong in Winthorpe’s life, and for everything
to go right for Billy Ray Valentine—they arrange for them to trade places.

They bet a dollar and wait to see what Winthorpe and Billy Ray Valentine will do.
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·
·
·

Well, does God not know what we will do? …Of course, he knows.
Does God know what Job will do? …Of course, he does.
Does Satan know what Job will do? …I don’t think he does... But God does.

God is not testing Job in order to learn some truth that he doesn’t know. God is testing Job to exhibit
the Truth that is himself…to Satan. And God is betting far more than a dollar – He’s betting his
honor, as the Creator of ha adam, that is “man,” created in his own image and likeness. He’s betting,
but he knows the outcome.
God is not testing lab rats. It’s the popular American notion of Christianity that portrays God as
testing people the way a scientist tests rats—the notion that God is running a test, making a list, and
checking it twice, ‘cause he’s gonna find out who’s naughty and nice. But God already knows; the
Bible makes that abundantly clear.
God is not testing rats; God is looking for a champion. He desires a champion.
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The original meaning of that word is “one who defends another’s honor.” In England, the “Office of
the King’s Champion” was filled by a knight in full armor who would ride into Westminster Hall
during the Coronation and challenge anyone to single combat that might dispute the King’s right to
rule; he “championed” the King’s honor— the notion that the King was good and will make good.
At Elitch’s in Kiddieland several years ago, I put my daughter Becky on a ride with little airplanes
and fake machine guns. Another little girl, playing around, began to pretend like she was shooting
me. My daughter, Becky, saw this and grew furious.
Once the ride was over, she tracked this other little girl down, got in her face and said, “Please don’t
shoot my daddy. He’s the only one we’ve got and we love him very, very much.” I had to calm her
down, but it was one of the very best gifts that I’ve ever received; Becky was my champion.
Remember when the Philistines fought Israel and mocked God? They had a champion named
Goliath meaning “splendor or glory” – their champion. But Israel, and God, had no champion until
God chose a shepherd boy – a child – named David.
Did God need David to kill Goliath? Or was that a gift to David, to become the champion of God?
What kind of a champion is a child? A pretty good one in my experience.
When my kids were little, they didn’t even know what I did, and yet they knew me; they knew who I
am.
All sorts of people have championed me for things I’ve done, or championed me, hoping that I might
do something for them in return for being championed. They’ve championed “me” for a reason, but
“I” was not the reason.
If a child loves what the father gives more than who the father is, that child is spoiled, miserable, and
enslaved to their own desires. But if a child loves the father for no reason other than the father, that
child is happy and free—free to receive all things along with the Father who now freely gives all
things to that blessed child. And that child is a champion of that Father, actually, the image of the
Father.
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In this picture, Becky is looking at me and happy – that’s my glory reflected in her face and in her
sister’s face. She thinks I’m Good… and so, her face reflects my glory.
· I wasn’t good for something; she just thought I was good.
· I wasn’t good for some reason. I was the reason that life was good.
· And her little arms around my neck at the end of a stressful day in which everyone expected
something from me… well, that was heaven for me.
Hey, do you remember Satan’s challenge? God has bragged on Job like a proud papa would brag on
his only son. And Satan says, “Does he fear you for no reason?”
“Does he fear” can be translated “Does he reverence; does he honor?”
Satan only understands fear…not Love.viii Scripture says, “Fear is the beginning of wisdom” but
“perfect love casts out fear.”ix
Do you hear the challenge? “Does He love you for no reason?” asks Satan.
In other words,
· “Of course, he loves you – you work for him.
· You give everything to him. He loves you for that reason.
· He loves you for a reason, which means he doesn’t love you; he uses you.
· No one actually loves you, God.
· Actually, there is no such thing as love - only lust; only hunger; only business; only threats
and promises; only fear and desire.
· They only serve you because you threaten them with Hell and bribe them with Heaven. God
you’re just like me – only bigger.
· There’s no such thing as love, which is to say, there’s no such thing as You.”
You know, Scripture says, “God is Love” and God is the Creator. That means, God is Love without
reason – He is the reason.1
Love is the Reason. Love caused the Big Bang. Love is the Ground of All Being. Love isn’t good for
something; it’s just good. God is Love and the Word of Love—the logos of love—is Reason. You can’t
prove Love, Love proves you… with his Reason. You can’t prove Love, but you can testify to Love—
like a champion.
God is Love, and Love is the Creator… and you are His Creation. And that means you don’t “deserve”
love, deserve God, or deserve anything. What could you deserve anything with?
Justice cannot mean that, “People get what they deserve.” For people deserve nothing.
As Paul writes in 1 Cor. 4:7, “What do you have that you did not receive?” (ESV) or “What do you
have that was not given to you?” (NCV)
In Romans 11:35, Paul writes, “Who has given a gift to [God] that he might be repaid? For from him
and through him and to him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen”
He’s quoting God talking to Job in Job 41:11 as God speaks from the whirlwind, declaring the Glory
of his Creation; He says “Job, who has first given to me” or “who has first prevented me” (KJV)
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“Who has first given to me, that I should repay him (that he should ‘deserve’ anything), whatever is
under the whole heaven is mine.”
It’s all Grace, so there’s nothing to deserve or to deserve anything with.
Justice cannot mean that people get what they deserve, for people deserve nothing, and so there
would then be no justice. But there is justice. People deserve nothing, yet people do receive
something, which means that for people, everything is grace. You see it’s the Grace of God that
destroys our ridiculous notions of justice.x
It’s Satan that bolsters and preaches our ridiculous notions of justice. …Why?
Well, Satan wants people to get what people deserve, for people deserve nothing. Satan desires that
everything would be nothing. Satan desires that all creation would be desecration… but that’s not
justice.
Justice does not mean that people get what they deserve. Justice means that God gets what God
deserves.
·
God deserves all glory, praise, and honor.
·
God deserves what God wants.
·
And God wants ha Adam, humanity, people, made in his own image and likeness.
Justice is not satisfied with hell, but only with heaven. Justice is satisfied only when we love, as we’ve
been loved, and God is Love. He wants a man that reflects his Glory. He wants a Champion. He wants
a man, ha Adam, made in the image and likeness of himself.
So now, do you hear Satan’s challenge? “God, there are no men. God, there are no people who love you
in freedom— only religious people—only Scribes and Pharisees who take you and use you for their
own reasons, but none that love you for no reason – none in your image.”
And God says, “Satan, consider my servant… Job.”
So, Job lost everything, fell on the ground, and [Job 1:20 is on the screen] “worshipped,” crying, “The
Lord gave and the Lord has taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord.”
When you worship God in the midst of your suffering, you are the Glory of God, Image of God, and
Champion of God.
· Love for no reason is the reason – for Job’s suffering.
· Love for no reason is the reason – and so it’s perfect freedom.xi
· Love is the substance of God, and you are His testimony. Testimony of God – and not just to
people.
Perhaps you’ve thought:
God, I see the purpose of St. Pauls’ suffering, martyr’s suffering, and missionaries suffering. But God I
suffer alone. No one sees my sufferings.
Wrong! Absolutely wrong!
God sees your sufferings, and when you worship him in the midst of sufferings, you thrill the
Creator, like Becky thrilled me that day at Elitch’s. God sees, and Satan sees, and when Satan sees
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We Are the Champions

your Faith, Hope, and Love in the midst of your sufferings, it burns him like fire because it is fire. It’s
the Glory of God in you. It’s the Wisdom of God in you.
Ephesians 3:9-10 (RSV) · “[This]…is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all
things; that through the church [that’s us] the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known
to the principalities and powers in the heavenly places.”
·
·
·
·

When you don’t understand why God asks you to do, or not do, something, but you obey in
faith because you love Him…
When you’re suffering and alone, and He doesn’t do what you ask, and yet you worship Him
anyway for who He is…
When you’re reviled, and blamed for your sufferings by crowds of religious people, but you
don’t curse God; you call out to God… and bless God…
When you’re stripped, beaten, and feel forsaken by God, and you don’t know why; yet, into is
hands you still commit your spirit…

Then, you are the Wisdom of God revealed to angels. And through you, God storms the gates of Hell
and burns the Prince of Darkness with the Unquenchable Fire that is his Relentless Love—his very
presence. Your seemingly unimportant private suffering is of the utmost importance to God, and an
entire new creation.
In chapter 7, Job cries out, “Leave me alone… What is man, that you make so much of
him? And that you set your heart on him…. And test him every moment.”
What is man?
Answer: “Man is the image and Glory of God.”xii“The Glory of God is a man fully alive,” wrote
Irenaeus in the 2nd century.
What is ha Adam; What is man?
Man is the champion of God.
(Peter begins to sing.)
“We are the champions, my friends.
And we’ll keep on fighting till the end…
We are the champions.
We are the champions.
Losers are winners, for we are the champions…” of our God!
Now, I know what your thinking… Thanks… but no thanks…I’m not quite up to it!
Well, it appears that Job wasn’t quite up to it either.
Chapter 4:17 he asks, “Can mortal man be right before God? Can he be pure before
his Maker?”
So, if Job is blameless in his heart, and not just with his lips… if Job is righteous, maybe it’s not his
righteousness? I mean, maybe something in Job is not mortal - not a mortal man, as Job puts it?
In the Old Testament, Job is almost a mythical figure, like Melchizedek…It’s as if Job is a picture of
someone else, from someplace, sometime else…
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In the Psalms, David (God’s Child Champion) testifies: “None is righteous, no not one. ...None is good,
no not even one.”xiii That means none has proven Satan wrong and vanquished God’s honor, at least
up until the day that the Psalm was written, which was after Job was written; no “mortal man.”
Even in that old movie, Trading Places, the experiment reveals it’s not man’s nature to be good… or
if it is, it’s buried under a whole lot of Bad.
The crook acts like a respected businessman, but he’s still selfish.

And when Winthorpe is forced to suffer, he becomes a deranged crook disguised as Santa Clause -That’s not good!

Each was a slave to the happenstance of this world, until on Christmas Eve they see the Truth, and
the Truth sets them free to see each other and become who it is that they’re each destined to be.
(I’m always amazed at how the Gospel shows up in all our silly stories…)
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Well, on Christmas Eve, a new nature is born in our manger. And it appears that Job knew that; Job
hoped in that; and it was reckoned to Job as righteousness—it is what we call Faith.
Job 16:16-21 (NIV) · Even now my witness is in heaven; my advocate is on high. My
intercessor is my friend as my eyes pour out tears to God; on behalf of a man he
pleads with God as one pleads for a friend.
Job 19:23-26 (RSV) · Oh that my words were written…in a book! For I know that my
Redeemer lives, and at the last he will stand upon the earth. And after my skin has
been thus destroyed, then from my flesh I shall see God. xiv
At the end of the book, Job does see God. God doesn’t give an explanation – God gives Himself.xv The
revelation of God seems to kill Job and then resurrect Job from the ashes. Job sees God and then
exclaims:
I know that you can do all things, and that no purpose of yours can be
thwarted…Therefore I uttered what I did not understand, things too wonderful
for me, which I did not know…I had heard of you…but now my eye sees you…
Therefore, I despise myself and repent [comfort myself] in dust and ashes. (Job
42:2-6)
What did Job see?
John writes, “No one has ever seen God. God, the only Son in the bosom of the Father, He has made
Him known.” (John 1:18 )
Job must’ve seen God’s Champion – God’s Perfect Champion. And from the wound in his side, he
must’ve seen that he had traded places with Job, and given himself for Job, and made Job himself. He
championed Job, that Job might champion him.
You know, Satan’s challenge was not answered...
· Until God said, “Have you considered my servant Jesus?”
· Until on the cross, Jesus was loaded with all our sin, suffering, and sorrow, and Satan
unleashed all his rage.
· Until on the cross, Jesus was delivered up to Satan for the destruction of our flesh… and the
impartation of his Spirit.
· Until Jesus cried, “My God, my God why have you forsaken me?”
You see, he was blameless, yet he didn’t know in that moment why he suffered; but he worshiped –
from the pit of Hell, he worshiped crying “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me…yet into your
hands, I commit my Spirit.”
On the cross, he loved God for no reason; He is the reason—God’s Reason. And now God sends his
Spirit into our hearts, crying, “Abba Father.” Faith, Hope, and Love in you is Christ born in you –
Christmas in us.
And so, God reaps what God sows. God sowed a seed in the womb of this earth, like the womb of
Mary, and on the last day, he will reap humanity in his own image and likeness. That’s justice.
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So, Job didn’t suffer because he made a bad choice and now deserved “justice.” Job suffered to
display God’s justice, which is God’s good choice in Job… God’s Will in Job, God’s Word in Job, God’s
Spirit in Job –It’s what God deserves: man made in the image and likeness of God—the Champion of
God.xvi
Now you may say, “Fine…whatever. But why would God need champions?” Actually, I don’t think he
does… It’s not a curse; it’s the blessing.
It turns out that the thing we fear most now, because it hurts here in this fallen world—the thing we
fear most now is the very thing that will be revealed as the greatest of all blessings… And that thing
is Love. Real Love. Love for no Reason. God.
To learn love is death and resurrection. To live love is life in the Kingdom of Heaven forevermore.
In 1990, I traveled to Romania to help train newly liberated pastors and church leaders. One night,
we ate at Pastor Cornell Yova’s house in Transylvania. After dinner, he pulled a box down from a
shelf in the living room. The box was like a shrine filled with pictures of his wife. His face glowed as
he spoke of her. You could make out her features in the face of Cornell’s six-year-old daughter who
came in to say goodnight.
A few years earlier, his wife had been diagnosed with cancer—leukemia. He prayed fervently and
read medical books trying to find a cure. Finally, through Christians in Great Britain, a bone marrow
transplant was arranged and paid for -- All they needed was an exit Visa.
The communist authorities told Cornell, “We will grant the Visa...but only if you renounce your faith
and inform on the other pastors in your church. We know about your church.” Cornell told me how
he struggled - he’d been spied on, persecuted, interrogated, even radiated. He lived in a house
where the Secret Police had electrocuted the pastor who lived there before him.
Well, Cornell and his wife decided what to do together. He said, “Brother Peter, it was the hardest
day of my life.”
It was the day, shortly after the revolution, when he held his 30-year-old wife in his arms, as she
slowly passed from this world, leaving Cornell and their young daughter behind.
When he told the story to my friend Steve, as Cornell showed Steve the box of pictures, Steve began
to cry. Cornell looked at Steve with compassion in his eyes and said, “Brother Steve, don’t be sad. It
is a privilege to suffer for Jesus!” Cornell is God’s Champion – and God is Cornell’s Champion.
We all champion something, honor something, worship something; we all seek to lose our lives, and
then find our lives in something or someone…
You may say, “Well Peter, nothing’s worth dying for…” Well, if that’s true, then sadly, you will die for
nothing… never having lived.
Heaven is dying for God with Christ Jesus, and then receiving everything back with Christ Jesus,
including God… All your suffering is a dress rehearsal for an infinite communion of Love that is Life,
that is the Kingdom of God.
So why do you suffer? Maybe you’re God’s Champion… And so, God looks at Satan and says…
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“Consider my servant,” and then he says your name...
So, what did Job see in that whirlwind? I bet he saw this…

Communion
...The only blameless man that ever lived.
On the night he was betrayed, by all of us, he took bread and broke it saying, “This is my body, given
to you, take and eat and do it in remembrance of me.” And in the same way after supper, He took the
cup saying, “This is the Covenant, in my blood poured out for the forgiveness of sins… Drink of it, all of
you, and do it in remembrance of me.”
I’m sorry… but if you’re from my generation, you know I have to say this: This is “the breakfast of
Champions.”
Time to eat and worship.

BENEDICTION
[Worship band plays “Holy, Holy, Holy”]
I was 29 years old when I heard those words from Cornell: “Brother, Steve—it’s a privilege to suffer
for Jesus.”
Because it came from Cornell, having spent the day with him—walking with him, seeing him—I
believed those words. At least a little bit—like a seed. But I think that seed has kept me from killing
myself a few times over the last thirty years...along with some other things. It’s a privilege to suffer
for Jesus.
But now you may be thinking to yourself, “OK, fine. Cornell is like a martyr. Cornell’s suffering’s
obviously for Jesus. But not my suffering.
Wrong! Absolutely wrong!
So right now, I want you to close your eyes and think of your suffering.
--Maybe it was an accident. Or something someone just did to you.
Well if you’re angry...you feel rage...you need to forgive that person...and all hurt. And then that
suffering is transformed from a curse into a blessing, because you just offered that suffering to
Jesus. And low and behold—the scars on your body match the scars on his body.
Or maybe you’re saying, well Peter, you just don’t get it. The suffering I’m suffering—I caused. I’m
an ass. I hurt people so bad, I can’t even admit it to myself.
Well, maybe you’re going to have to forgive yourself. You’ll notice that the scars on your body still
match the scars on Jesus’s body.
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We all have that suffering. So right now, think of your suffering...you’ve been tempted for years to
curse God for this suffering...you’ve been tempted to curse God and die. ...But now I want you to
bless God...and die to yourself.
So, because God is sovereign, I think you can take your suffering...and hand it to Jesus. Because do
you know what suffering is? Suffering is a place where you lost control of the Good. And you know
what the Good is? The Good is Jesus!
So take your suffering, hand it to Jesus. You could even say, “Thank you for my experience of
suffering...for it’s taught me to love the Good. And you are the Good, Lord Jesus. And you’ve given
yourself to me.”
So say this in your heart after me:
“Lord Jesus, I give you my suffering. And I thank you for giving yourself to me.” Amen.
In Jesus’s name, believe the Gospel.
Amen.

Endnotes
I think an awful lot of folks that call themselves “Christian” would be more at home in Islam or Judaism; they want law
and appeals to their flesh, their ego.
i

“For the Lord disciplines the one he loves, and chastises every son whom he receives.” - Hebrews 12:6.
Even Jesus “learned obedience through what he suffered” (Hebrews 5:8). So clearly Jobs character was built
through suffering, but his character was not in any way worse than any other persons alive at that time.
ii

Job 42:7-9
Roman 9:13, Malachi 1:2-3
v Job 42:7-8
iii
iv

For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them. For his invisible attributes,
namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the
things that have been made. So they are without excuse. – Romans 1:19-20
vi

The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. – John 1:9 NRSV

vii

John tells us that “the light shines in the darkness and the darkness has not overcome (or ‘understood,’ or
‘comprehended’) it” (John 1:5). It appears that Satan literally cannot comprehend Love. He does not see in color, as it was
revealed to one of my friends who has reason to know.
viii

ix

Proverbs 4:7, 9:10, 1 John 4:18

Grace destroys our fallen sense of Justice; that is Grace destroys the power of the Law.
Grace undoes the curse of the tree of the “Knowledge of Good and Evil.”
Grace destroys the power of the Accuser, who is Satan.
Grace literally burns Satan like fire because
Grace is “the consuming Fire”
God is Grace.
x

Evil is a nothing; it is an infection on the something:
It’s desecration on Creation – its death (the absence of Life).
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It’s lies (the absence of Truth).
It’s darkness (the absence of Light).
Evil is the absence of Grace, absence of Love, absence of God
And that is not Justice.
Justice is not nothing.
Justice is a reality in which “everything is good” and “it is finished.”
Justice is the ultimate victory of the Kingdom of God and the redemption of all creation.
God loves in freedom. He is not contingent. He does not depend on anything else to be who he is. Everything
else is dependent on him. His will is Love and he is Love and nothing constrains his Will. He is perfectly free
and so loves in perfect freedom.
xi

Thomas Aquinas argued “if you thought of everything that is contingent, that is caused, then there must be
something uncaused that caused everything; something necessary.”
“That uncaused cause; necessary beingness is God.”
God is Love. And so, Love is the uncaused cause. God is Love in freedom.
xii
xiii

1 Corinthians 11:7
Romans 3:10; Psalm 14:1-3, 53:1-3

Your suffering is not without meaning, although you don’t yet see the meaning.
Your suffering is like a manger which will reveal the glory of God.
Your suffering is like a womb that gives birth to the reason for all things—the Will of God, Jesus.
xiv

God is not an answer man can give, God says. God himself does not give answers. He gives himself, and into the midst of
the whirlwind of his absence gives himself.
- Frederick Buechner, Telling the Truth: The Gospel as Tragedy, Comedy & Fairy Tale, p. 43
xv

xvi

Job saw Christ and the Body of Christ, which is Christ in Job—the Champion of God.

Job must’ve seen God’s Champion;
He must’ve seen:
That in Christ, God loved without limit
That in Christ, God traded places with us
That in Christ, God bears his own curse on our behalf.
And in Christ, God honors himself on our behalf.
That in Christ, God made Himself our champion that we would be His champions…
That we would love for no reason for love had become our nature… the champions
of God.
Job must’ve SEEN
That God, was in Christ, in Job, …suffering
Job saw Him and died to himself and lived to God, justified by Grace.
The Body of Christ—God’s Champion.
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