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(Peter points to large cutout of whale on stage.)
I brought this in just to remind you of what we’re talking about today. Another word for this (points
to whale) is “the grave.” Let’s pray.

Prayer
Lord God, I pray that you would cause us to preach your Word...which is kind of a weird prayer
when we think about what your Word is. So maybe I should pray, “Word, would you cause us...and
would you animate us, would you make us your body this morning?” Father, we pray this in Jesus’s
name, to the power of your Spirit. Amen.

Message
I have a video clip I was going to play for you this morning, but then I decided against it because I
thought it just seemed kind of mean. It’s a short video of a famous TV preacher—perhaps the most
recognizable TV preacher in the U.S. over the last 40 years—prophesying that “no doubt Trump will
win the election.” Then he went on to say some over things.
So, what are we supposed to do with that?
Deuteronomy 18:22 · “...when a prophet speaks in the name of the Lord, if the word does not come
to pass or come true, that is a word that the Lord has not spoken; the prophet has spoken it
presumptuously.”i
So, should we stone that false prophet? Maybe not… because we live in the New Covenant and we
don’t live under the Old Covenant Law. And maybe not…. because he might still prove to be right.
Maybe some lawsuit will go through, and Trump will stay in office. But then, according to this TV
prophet, with the chaos that breaks out here, kingdoms from the north will take the opportunity to
invade Israel, and then God will supernaturally intervene, bring a time of peace, and then a meteor
will hit the earth fulfilling Ezekiel 28, Isaiah 2, and Mathew 24—tribulation and the return of Christ,
all starting with your vote for the United States president.
So, what are we supposed to do with all of that? And what do you do with the fact that just about
half of all your neighbors just voted for the wrong candidate? (And of course by that, I mean the
candidate that you did not vote for.)

1

Partisan Politics: Three Days in Hell

I mean, maybe you voted for Biden and you’re feeling some relief, but you live in a country where
still half your neighbors still voted for Trump. So, you think to yourself: What am I going to do? I’m
surrounded by people who idolized a lying, narcissistic, serial fornicating, fascist who tortures
immigrant children! Now he did not market himself that way, but maybe you clicked on one
YouTube video that led to another YouTube video, and before long, you could make a pretty good
case for that characterization of Donald J. Trump.
Or maybe you voted for Trump and you’re still hoping he wins… But even if he did win, you’d still
be living in Colorado where at least half your neighbors voted for Biden. Three days and three
nights you suffered a contested election in the belly of the beast, only to be barfed up on the shores
of an America that had suddenly turned blue.
So, you think to yourself: What am I going to do? I’m surrounded by idiots who voted for a senile old
liberal, who’s being manipulated by atheistic, left-wing communists that just play on people’s heart
strings so they can rise to power, wreck the economy, abort babies, and outlaw the worship of Jesus.
Now that was not a campaign promise that Joe Biden ever made, but you clicked on one YouTube
video that led to another YouTube video, and now you can make a pretty good case for your
description of Joseph Biden.
Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.” I think that means the way is the truth… And so
half of our country is thinking: How could half of our country vote for such a liar, with so little regard
for truth? And now both halves just assumed I’m talking about the other half and filled in that
narrative with a different set of “facts” (lies about porn stars or lies about the “deep state,” or the
other way around).
The Way is the Truth, and the Way is the Life… and so half of our country is thinking “How could
half or our country vote for someone, with so little regard for other people—for human life?”
And now, once again both halves assume that we’re talking about the other half and just filled in
that narrative with a different set of “facts.”
Maybe the Way is the Truth and the Life, but the Way doesn’t belong to either party, and if you think
he does, you just took him and nailed him to a tree…
Well, no matter who you voted for, you’re stuck with the other half.
As we said last time, “The office of the president is the office of ‘the babysitter.’ So, who it is that fills
that office doesn’t really matter in the way you’re tempted to think it matters…” However, your
brothers and sisters do matter. You’ll get a chance to switch babysitters every four years. But your
brothers and sisters are yours forever and ever. And half of them voted for that other guy. So, what
are you gonna do about it?
From the Republican side, I hear talk of civil war-- and the second amendment right to bear arms.
From the Democrat side, I hear stuff like, “I’m moving to Canada where everyone is polite… I’m
moving to Canada after I smash a few windows and stone some false prophets.”
So, what are we to do? I think we are each to do what God told Jonah to do. I’ve been wanting to talk
about Jonah for quite some time, and this week I realized, “I think now is the time.”
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Jonah 1:
Now the word of the Lord came to Jonah the son of Amittai, saying, 2 “Arise, go to
Nineveh, that great city, and call out against it [or “preach regarding it”], for their
evil has come up before me.” [literally, “it is come before my face.”]
1

Isn’t that weird? “The word came to Jonah,” talked to Jonah, and has a face. The walking, talking
Word with a face shows up in all sorts of fascinating places throughout the Old Testament.
1 Now

the word of the Lord came to Jonah the son of Amittai, saying,
go to Nineveh, that great city, and call out against it [“preach regarding it”],
for their evil has come up before me.” [literally, “come before my face.”]
2 “Arise,

Now if you voted for Trump, when you hear the word “Nineveh,” I want you to think of the bluest
city in the bluest state in America—maybe San Francisco, California.
And if you voted for Biden, think of the reddest county in the reddest state in America—some place
between Houston and Dallas Texas, with plenty of oil wells and pickup trucks.
“Jonah, arise and go to Nineveh.”
Other than the book of Jonah itself and some statements of Jesus in the New Testament, the only
thing we really know of Jonah comes from 2 Kings 14:25, where we read that Jonah prophesied the
expansion of Israel during the reign of the evil Israelite king, Jeroboam II.
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At that time and to the south, Israel would battle the southern Israelite kingdom of Judah. And to
the north, Israel would do battle with the Assyrians. 2 Kings reveals that God let Israel expand for a
time, in spite of their evil king,Jeroboam II, because he had compassion for Israel.
Well, it was Jonah that prophesied God’s favor upon Israel (the northern kingdom) during that time.
See, I suspect that Jonah was a fiercely partisan prophet; by that, I mean that he enjoyed judging
other’s out, so he could judge his own tribe in. He relished the loss of others, for he judged their loss
to be his win—his own party’s win.
He was a partisan prophet...maybe even a bit like some of ours. But what Jonah had prophesied had
come true. And Nineveh was the evil, evil empire that Jonah just loved to hate.
[image: Showing on screen is an Assyrian wall panel depicting ancient soldiers torturing their
prisoners.]
This picture is part of a wall panel from the palace of the King of Assyria. It was taken out of the
ruins of the city of Nineveh. Nineveh, (you can still go there today), is just across the Tigris River
from modern day Mosul, Iraq. (So maybe you don’t want to go there...)
It was Assyria that finally conquered and dispersed the northern kingdom of Israel in 722 B.C.
about 60 years after the Word of the Lord came to Jonah. This panel depicts the conquest of a town
named Lachish in Judah (the southern kingdom), about 21 years after the fall of Israel (the northern
kingdom.).
The soldiers in this panel are pictured skinning their prisoners alive. Nineveh was infamous for her
cruelty. And Nineveh was infamous for the worship of the pagan goddess Ishtar. Ishtar was also
known as Nina – the river goddess – whose emblem was a fish. The cuneiform ideogram for the city
of Nineveh was a fish within a house; Ninevah was thought to be the house of Nina.ii Nūna is
Aramaic for fish. Ninevah was home to the fish goddess, Nina. This panel is currently housed at the
British Museum.
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This is a picture of Susan and I at the British Museum, fourteen years ago. We viewed all of the
incredible artifacts from Nineveh and Assyria.
In one room, Susan walked past an ancient stone idol and she heard a voice say. “My home, my
home, my home!” She told me about it, and I wanted to go back and take a picture, but she wouldn’t
tell me which statue it was. She wanted me to just leave it alone.
Paul said that when pagans serve idols, they really serve demons. In the ancient cultures of
Scripture, the line between the idolatrous false god of a particular city and the king of that city was
a very fuzzy line—the king was often viewed as an incarnation of the god that the city happened to
worship. Together, the king and the god were, in St. Paul’s words, “the principalities and powers…
the world rulers of this present darkness.” Like created entities that had gone bad.
I’m saying that the Assyrians were imprisoned to the idols that they worshipped. So, their cruelty
was not simply their own. In Nineveh, they had, quite literally been consumed by the goddess Nina.
Nineveh was a place of great opulence, decadence, and violence. And although it may have been
enticing on the surface, it must’ve been hell once you had been consumed by the passions of the
goddess.
Jonah 1:1· Now the word of the Lord came to Jonah the son of Amittai, saying,
2 “Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and [“preach to it”], for their evil has [“come
before my face”].3 But Jonah rose to flee [to Canada… I mean, Tarshish] from the
presence [literally, “the face”] of the Lord. He went down to Joppaiii and found a ship
going to Tarshish.
Tarshish may be a place name, but it basically means something like “the open sea.” It’s as far away
from Nineveh as Jonah can get.
So he paid the fare and went down into [the ship], to go with them to Tarshish,
away from the presence [“the face”] of the Lord [Yahweh].
So, not only is Jonah running from Nineveh, he’s running from the face of the Word of the Lord. And
that’s really surprising.
·
·
·
·
·

Because Moses said, “The Lord your God is a consuming fire.”.iv You’d think Jonah wanted some
fire power.
It’s his breath, like a stream of brimstone, that sets Gehenna ablaze according to Isaiahv
“Our God is the God who answers by fire,” said Elijah.vi
“Is not my word like fire?” declares the Lord, through Jeremiah his prophet, “and like a
hammer that breaks the rocks in pieces?”
In the words of Isaiah, “The Lord will cause men to hear his majestic voice… with raging anger
and consuming fire… the voice of the Lord—that’s his Word—will shatter Assyria.”vii

Understand? The Word of God is the ultimate weapon. You would think that Jonah would be
chomping at the bit to use it against Nineveh, to call it down on Nineveh, just as the fire that
descended on Sodom and Gomorrah. The Word of God is the ultimate weapon, and this is the
surprising thing, but the “it” is really a “he.” A person! He is the God/man, the Commander of the
Lord’s army—there is no greater power, but it’s a strange power; that means, it’s a holy power.
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You may remember that the God/man met Joshua, as Joshua was about to invade the Promised
Land. And Joshua asked him, “Are you for us or for our enemies?”
And he said, “No; but I am commander of the Lord’s Army. Now I have come.” And Joshua fell to the
ground and worshipped. viii
The Word of God is the ultimate weapon. And Jonah would love some kick-ass, Assyrian fire power.
Yet Jonah had come to understand that this fire… is Holy. And now, somehow, Jonah sees his face…
And he flees.
He flees towards Tarshish, the open sea. For the Hebrews, the sea was the Abyss, the deep, the
grave, the home of demons, the realm of Leviathan. It was Sheol; that’s Hades in Greek, often
translated “hell” in English Bibles.
Sheol is the place where people attempt to hide from the fiery presence of the Word of God.ix But in
the End, even Sheol is destroyed in a lake of Fire that is Divinity himself. Revelation 20:14 and
21:4—read it and believe it.
Well, to run from God is to hide in Hell, and that’s just what Jonah gets: Hell.
Out on the sea, a great storm arises, but Jonah is fast asleep in the bottom of the boat. (Now, that
should sound vaguely familiar to a follower of Jesus.) Jonah is asleep on a boat in a storm. The
sailors finally wake him in a panic. Jonah admits that he’s the reason for the storm. So, as a last
resort, they cast Jonah into the deep; they literally sacrifice him—a living sacrifice—and he
descends into Sheol. And when he does, the sea ceases it’s raging.
Jonah 1:17 · And the Lord appointed a great fish to swallow up Jonah. And Jonah
was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights.
Jonah sinks into the Abyss, and he’s swallowed by this great fish. (In Aramaic, Nūna, prowling the
deep, like Nina the fish goddess.x ) So, running from God’s call to go to the great Nineveh, he’s
swallowed by the great Nūna, that looks like the great Nina.
When Jesus tells the story in the Gospel of Matthew, he uses the word “ketos,” translated “great fish,”
“whale,” or “sea monster.” The Greek version of the Old Testament, which Jesus would’ve read, uses
the Greek word ketos to translate the Hebrew word for “Leviathan.”
So, the Jews weren’t thinking of the cartoon whales in all the children’s plays presented at vacation
bible school in modern America. I borrowed this one from Angie. [Peter points to the cut-out whale
prop on stage.] No, they were thinking of something more like this:
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Figure 1"The destruction of Leviathan" by Gustave Dore (1866)

They were thinking of the beast from the sea, just like in the Revelation.

You’ll remember we spent a lot of time preaching about this beast last year when we studied the
Revelation—it’s a principality and power of this world.
Well, on the third day, in the belly of the beast, in the depths of the sea…
Jonah 2:1 · Then Jonah prayed to the Lord his God from the belly of the fish, saying,
“I called out to the Lord, out of my distress,
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and he answered me;
out of the belly of Sheol...”
The King James reads: “Out of the Belly of Hell, I cried and you heard my voice.”
If the word “hell” ever shows up in the Old Testament, it’s translating this word “Sheol,” and so, it
obviously isn’t what we’ve often been told. In the Old Testament, basically everyone goes to Sheol.
But it does not last forever without end; in the New Testament we find that there is an end to
everything, including “forever” and including Sheol. It’s not endless, but it does appear to be
hopeless—faithless, hopeless, and loveless.
Job argues that “he who goes down to Sheol does not come up.” We don’t have the ability to come up
from Sheol.xi The Psalmist describes it as a place where none can remember God, and none can give
him praise.xii Solomon says, “There is no work, thought, knowledge, or wisdom in Sheol.”xiii That
would mean there is no “way, truth, and life” in Sheol; no logos, no reason, no Word in Sheol… Or at
least no awareness of the Word in Sheol—in other words, no one believes in Sheol. No one believes
in Hell—not that there is a hell—but no one believes, who is in Hell. That’s what makes it hell.
Hell is not believing, not trusting; it’s an absence of faith.
Without faith in the Way, the Truth, and the Life, without faith in Love, you are totally alone—that’s
hell, that’s the belly of the beast. No one prays in the belly of the beast.
But on the third day, there is a miracle in Sheol:
Jonah 2:1 · Jonah prayed to the Lord his God from the belly of the fish, 2 saying,
“I called out to the Lord, out of my distress,
and he answered me;
out of the belly of Sheol I cried,
and you heard my voice.
3
For you cast me into the deep,
into the heart of the seas,
and the flood surrounded me;
all your waves and your billows
passed over me.
4
Then I said, ‘I am driven away
from your sight;
[Jonah got his way… and now hates his own way.]
4

5

6

Then I said, ‘I am driven away
from your sight;
yet I shall again look
upon your holy temple.’
The waters closed in over me to take my life;
the deep surrounded me;
weeds were wrapped about my head
at the roots of the mountains.
I went down to the land
8
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whose bars closed upon me forever;
[See? He’s hopeless, and yet something, or someone, is hoping within him.]
…
...closed upon me forever;
yet you brought up my life from the pit,
O Lord my God.
7
When my life was fainting away,
I remembered the Lord,
and my prayer came to you,
into your holy temple.
[What, or Who, is the Holy Temple?]
8
Those who pay regard to vain idols
forsake their hope of steadfast love.
[Hesed: That’s Relentless Love. Our God is Relentless Love]
9
But I with the voice of thanksgiving
will sacrifice to you;
what I have vowed I will pay.
Salvation belongs to the Lord!”
In Hebrew, that word “Salvation” is pronounced ye-shoo-aw. Hopefully, you’ll notice that it’s
basically how the name Jesus is pronounced in Hebrew or the Aramaic of Jesus’s day. And hopefully
you also remember that that name literally means, “God is Salvation.” And just to speak the name in
faith is to sacrifice something else in hope. To say, “God is Salvation” is to sacrifice “Me is salvation,”
that is your faith in your own judgment, your flesh, your ego.
Jonah wanted to save Israel from Assyria in his own way, and use the Word of the Lord to do it. But
the Word of the Lord is the Way… and the Truth, and the Life. The Word of God is the Judgment of
God—our God who is Love. The Word of God in human flesh is Yeshua, the God/man, Commander of
God’s army, the Strong Arm of the Lord, the one who upholds all things, the Grace of God in Human
Flesh. The Word of God is Jesus.
Jonah says the name of Jesus, and Leviathan, Nina of the Ninevites, the great fish just can’t stomach
the Word.
Verse 10 · “And the Lord spoke to the fish, and it vomited Jonah out upon the dry land.”
I’m guessing that the Lord spoke to the fish from the inside of the fish and inside of Jonah. For how
else could Jonah have ever muttered that prayer in the first place? How could he remember to give
praise and speak the Word where there is no remembrance, no praise, no wisdom, and no Word?
You see the Word of God must have descended into the depths with Jonah.
Origen, the church father, taught that Christ is asleep in the soul of every man like he slept in the
boat on the sea in the gospels.xiv
So the Word was in Jonah, ready to waken in the depths of the sea, like a seed buried in the earth
and waiting to awaken. It’s right there in the Apostles Creed: Jesus, the Word, “descended into hell.”
Peter writes that he preached to the spirits in prison… those who did not obey in the days of
Noah—those in the depths of the sea.xv In Ephesians, Paul writes that he descended into the lower
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parts of the earth and lead a host of captives free.xvi The gates of Hell cannot prevail against him in
his body, the church.xvii
“…The Deity was hidden under the veil of our nature,” wrote Gregory of Nyssa, “that so, as with
ravenous fish, the hook of the Deity might be gulped down along with the bait of flesh, and thus, life
being introduced into the house of death, and light shining in darkness; that which is diametrically
opposed to light and life might vanish…”xviii or perhaps it might barf up the Light and Life that had
descended into darkness and death…”
In other words, Hell barfed; the great fish barfed or “spewed” Jonah up onto the dry land… Or
perhaps, we could say, “the beast birthed Jonah up onto the dry land.” ‘Cause now it really gets wild!
That Hebrew word translated “belly” in Chapter 2 verse one—"the belly of the fish”—is more often
translated womb. That’s also true of the Greek word that Jesus uses when he tells the story in
Matthew 12 “… just as Jonah was three days and three nights in the koilia (the womb) of the ketous
(the sea beast) so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.”
“The earth will give birth to the dead,” prophesied Isaiah.xix
Did you catch that? Sheol, that is Hades, that is, the outer darkness where men weep and gnash
their teeth, the depths of this earth, that is Hell, the belly of the beast, is like… a womb. And God
uses it to give birth to something.
You see: The Jonah that gets barfed up onto the beach is not the same as the partisan prophet who
once rejoiced in the thought of the utter destruction of his brothers and sisters in Nineveh. The New
Jonah has faith in Grace—And our God is Grace. Faith in Grace is the Word of God in Jonah… He has
faith—perhaps, the size of a mustard seed… but that’s enough.
God overthrows Nineveh but not with the fire Jonah once craved, but with the preaching of His
Word through Jonah—the Word that is a hammer to the human ego, and burns the flesh of man like
fire. Because it is fire. But as we’ll see, Jonah still struggles, like we all struggle.
Even though he was in bondage to Nina in the depths of the sea, he struggles to have compassion on
the Ninevites in bondage to Nina in Nineveh…
[image: slide showing Jonah 4:11 on screen]
But God says to him, “And should I not have compassion on Nineveh… in which
there are more than 120,000 persons who do not know their right hand from
their left, and also much cattle?” (God even loves cows!)
We’ll talk more about that next week and the rest of the story. But in Chapter 4 verse 2, we find out
why it was that Jonah ran from the face of the Word of the Lord in the first place.
[image: words on screen showing Jonah 4:2]
Jonah prays, “O Lord…I made haste to flee to Tarshish; for I knew that you are a
gracious God and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, and
relenting from disaster [or ‘evil’].”
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Jonah knew that the Word of God was all-powerful, but when he saw his face, he must’ve also
realized—He is Relentless Love. I’m not saying it looked just like this—a good-looking, white,
Anglo-Saxon in a Hollywood movie—but it did look something like this:
[image: still image of Christ on the cross from The Passion of the Christ]
—The Face of the Word of God nailed to a tree in a garden consumed by Hell.
About 13 years ago, I saw a movie that just about ripped the heart right out my chest—afterward, I
literally, couldn’t stop weeping…because I knew it was the story of me, and you, and Jonah, and
Jesus. It was titled “The Three Burials of Melquiades Estrada.”
My brother in-laws last name is Estrada.
My son in-laws last name is Estrada.
My Grandchildren will be named Estrada.
“Melquiades,” supposedly comes from Hebrew via Spanish, and means, “Yahweh is my God.”
Well, Melquiades Estrada (Estrada which means “the Way”) is a poor Mexican shepherd who gets
gunned down by a young American border guard who accidentally thinks Melquiades is a threat to
our nation. Now there are threats to our nation. He accidentally thinks that Melquiades is one of
those. The border guard is an insecure young man into porn and rough sex with his new bride and
apparently unable to love. His name is Norton.
In fear, and trying to hide his mistake, he buries the body of Melquiades in a shallow grave. Coyotes
dig it up, and the local authorities—the “principalities and powers”— do nothing but bury it in a
deeper grave.
Then one night, a man, who says he was a friend of Melquides, kidnaps Norton and make him dig up
the body. He forces Norton to journey with him through the wilderness on a descent into Mexico to
bury the body of Melquiades once again. On the journey, Norton is bit by a serpent but saved by
Mexican peasants that he once tormented… their kindness burns like fire. Finally, they arrive at the
place Melquiades called home.
The friend of Melquiades, played by Tommy Lee Jones, makes Norton sit in Melquiades’s chair,
drink from Melquiades’s cup, rebuild Melquides’s little house, and then he has Norton bury his body
with his bare hands. And all the while, Norton refuses to break.
Then the friend of Melquiades forces Norton to kneel in front of a tree and places a picture of
Melquiades and his family on that tree:
Video clip: The Three Burials of Melquiades Estrada (2005)
Sony Pictures Classics
The scene starts with Melquiades’ friend throwing Norton in front of the tree with the photo of
Melquides and his family, making Norton kneel with his hands on his head.
Melquiades’ Friend
Ask Melquiades for forgiveness.
Norton
What?
Friend
Ask for forgiveness. (draws out gun) ...Ask for forgiveness right now, or go to
hell right now.
Norton
I don’t believe in hell.
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The Friend starts firing shots around Norton; Norton screams in terror.
Norton

I’m sorry! I swear to God, I’m sorry!

Norton, still kneeling with hands on head begins to sob. The Friend steps back.
Norton

(still sobbing) I swear to God, I swear to God, I did not mean to kill him. It was
a mistake.

The Friend, bows his head in compassion and walks away.
Norton

(sobbing) I didn’t want it to happen... It hurts me, and I regret it...every single
day. (looks at the photo) Forgive me. Forgive me...Melquiades, for taking your
life, forgive me. (bows head)

He falls asleep, and in the morning the friend of Melquiades comes back…

Video clip: The Three Burials of Melquiades Estrada (2005)
Sony Pictures Classics
The scene begins with Melquiades’s Friend kicking Norton in the boot to wake him. The Friend
looks down at Norton with compassion.
Friend
Norton
Friend
Norton
Friend

You can go now.
Where?
To your wife. Wherever.
(looking up) I always...I always thought you’d end up killing me.
You can keep the horse...son.

“You can keep the horse.” That’s freedom. Then he calls him “Son.”
I couldn’t stop weeping, because I realized that we’re all like Norton, and God our Father is the
friend of Melquiades… and all of us. We all think he’s trying to kill us because he hates us. But he’s
setting us free from ourselves and the principalities and powers of this world that we might begin
to love as we have always been loved.
Our inability to love is hell. Our inability to empathize with another keeps each of us alone. It’s our
lack of faith in Grace, and our faith in ourselves that keeps each of us alone and trapped in outer
darkness. Do you understand?
Norton was already in Hell, long before he shot Melquiades. But it was in the depths of Hell that he
came to believe in mercy, for it was in the depths of hell that he came face to face with the horror of
his own sin. It was in the depths of hell that he finally looked upon the face of Love nailed to the
tree, and then the Mercy of God, the Father of Melquiades, set him free.
Jonah was already entangled in the chords of Sheol, long before he jumped the ship bound for
Tarshish. But it was in the depths of hell, that he came to long for the Word of God from whom he’d
been hiding. It was in the belly of the beast that he cracked and finally looked upon the face of the
one whom he had hated in the last and the least of these—the Assyrians, the Mexicans, the
Republicans, and the Democrats. He looked on the face of the one from whom he had always taken
life and saw that this one had always given life, and so he cried out:“Yeshua, Salvation, belongs to the
Lord.”
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So, what am I saying? I’m saying that you and I are Jonah; both Assyrian and Israelite are Jonah;
both northern kingdom and southern kingdoms are Jonah; Republican and Democrat are both
Jonah.
I’m saying that if you voted for Trump, and you just can’t comprehend how those morons could vote
for Biden...God is calling you to go to San Francisco, or at least someone that voted for Biden, and
just listen to them, and then prophesy to them.
“The testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.” (Revelation 19:10)
Don’t tell them who to vote for; don’t argue about the babysitter; don’t even bring up the
principalities and powers of this present darkness. Just share with them your love for Jesus—the
Way, the Truth, and the Life.
And if you voted for Biden, and it’s inconceivable to you that a person could vote for Trump, I think
God is calling you to drive to Dallas or at least the home of someone that voted for Trump and just
listen to them. Sit at their table, drink from their cup, and then share with them your love for
Jesus—the Way, the Truth, and the Life, the Word of God our Father, who is Relentless Love.
See? I bet that they’re looking for the very same thing that you’re looking for, and you both got
suckered, just like all of us… We all get suckered into thinking that the Judgement of Love could be
delivered by the babysitter, by human effort and legislation, by the knowledge of love rather than
by the presence of Love… our Lord, Jesus the Messiah. He’s the King who couldn’t give a flying turd
about the White House, but suffered, died, descended into hell, and rose on the third day, in order
that he could sit on the throne in the sanctuary of your soul—the Way, the Truth, and the Life on the
Judgment seat in the sanctuary of your soul.
We all get suckered by the ancient serpent to put our faith in the principalities and powers of this
world. Now listen: They can be a gift for a time, but if you trust them with your soul, you’ll end up in
Sheol… the belly of the beast… and you can call it “hell.”
In the Revelation, you’ll remember that there’s a beast from the land, and a beast from the sea. Last
year we saw that beast from the sea was like Rome—or Assyria. And the beast from the land was
like old Israel—the imitation Christ, the antichrist.
I think Jonah was already trapped by one beast, when God arranged for him to get swallowed by the
other beast, to learn compassion for the Ninevites and to call out to the one true God for Salvation—
Yeshua.
The Dragon controls the beasts, but God controls the dragon, even uses the dragon and his beasts to
teach you compassion and to place within you his Word of Love.
So, God is calling you, like he was calling Jonah, to love your neighbor, especially if you think your
neighbor is your enemy. He’s calling you, like he called Jonah, to have compassion on them and to
prophecy to them his Word.
If you don’t go to them, you and our entire nation might just have to descend into the belly of the
beast, for I fear that we’ve been worshipping the beast—a giant blue donkey and a terrifying red
elephant.

13

Partisan Politics: Three Days in Hell

If we saw them for what they truly are, we’d be just fine, and they would be a blessing rather than a
curse. But because we’re willing to hate our brothers and sisters for the sake of those beasts, God
might just give us up to those beasts… to teach us compassion and give us his very own heart.
And that wouldn’t be bad. We would eventually be vomited onto dry land. But wouldn’t it be better
if we just looked into his face right now? Let him judge our hearts right now… and began to love our
neighbors right now?

Communion
And so, the walking, talking Word of God with a face took bread and he broke it. On the night that he
was betrayed, he took bread and broke it saying, “This is my body given to you. Do this in
remembrance of me.” And in the same way, he took the cup saying, “This is the covenant in my
blood, shed for the forgiveness of sins.”
And now, you remember who was sitting at the table there with him. Because the next thing he says
is, “Drink of it...all of you.”
This is the presence of the Word of the Lord. This is his face. Amen.

Benediction
And so, Lord Jesus, Our Father in heaven, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, we thank you that salvation
belongs to you. And we confess that at times we have thought that it belongs to us, or maybe the
principalities and powers of this world. So Lord God, we lay that at your feet, and we thank you
that you have conquered, and we invite you to fill your temple which is us that we might manifest
you: your Judgment, Father; your Body, Lord Jesus, that we might be your temple, Holy Spirit. I
thank you that you want us to be a part of what you’re doing...which is bringing all of your
children home for dinner. Thank you, Lord God, for who you are. In Jesus’s name, Amen.
I don’t know that I can say this eloquently, but it needs to be said:
I don’t think God really gives a flying turd about who you voted for to serve in the office of the
president of the United States… But I know that he wrapped himself in flesh, suffered, died,
descended into hell, and rose on the third day, so that you, a son or daughter of Jonah, would love
your neighbor.
In Jesus’s name, believe the Gospel. Amen.
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i 20 But the prophet who presumes to speak a word in my name that I have not commanded him to speak, or who speaks in the name of
other gods, that same prophet shall die.’ 21 And if you say in your heart, ‘How may we know the word that the LORD has not spoken?’—
22 when a prophet speaks in the name of the LORD, if the word does not come to pass or come true, that is a word that the LORD has not
spoken; the prophet has spoken it presumptuously. You need not be afraid of him. – Deuteronomy 18:20-22
ii The English place name Nineveh comes from Latin Ninive and Septuagint Greek Nineuḗ (Νινευή) under influence of
the Biblical Hebrew Nīnewēh ()נִינְוֶה,[3] from the Akkadian Ninua (var. Ninâ)[4] or Old Babylonian Ninuwā.[3] The original meaning of the
name is unclear but may have referred to a patron goddess. The cuneiform for Ninâ ( ) is a fish within a house (cf. Aramaic nuna, "fish").
This may have simply intended "Place of Fish" or may have indicated a goddess associated with fish or the Tigris, possibly originally
of Hurrian origin.[4] The city was later said to be devoted to "the goddess Ishtar of Nineveh" and Nina was one of
the Sumerian and Assyrian names of that goddess.[4]
- Wikipedia, Nineveh
[https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nineveh#:~:text=The%20city%20was%20later%20said,Nainav%C4%81%20(%D9%86%DB%8C%D9
%86%D9%88%D8%A7)%20in%20Persian.]
iii This is were Peter “son of Jonah [“Simon Bar-Jonah”] (Matt. 16:17) received the call to go to Cornelius the Roman centurion, having
just received the vision of clean and “unclean” animals lowered on the sheet. And much like Jonah, he was reluctant to go. (Acts 10-11)
iv

Deuteronomy 4:24

v Behold, the name of the Lord comes from afar,
burning with his anger, and in thick rising smoke;
his lips are full of fury,
and his tongue is like a devouring fire;
his breath is like an overflowing stream
that reaches up to the neck;
to sift the nations with the sieve of destruction,
and to place on the jaws of the peoples a bridle that leads astray.
--Isaiah 30:27-28

1 Kings 18:24
Isaiah 30:30-31 (NIV 1984)
viii Joshua 5:13-15
vi

vii

ix “If they dig into Sheol, from there shall my hand take them;
if they climb up to heaven, from there I will bring them down.” – Amos 9:2
x The Hebrew word translated fish in this passage is dag, which forms the root of Dagown, the Philistine fertility deity represented
with the face and hands of a man and the tale of a fish.

Aramaic was the common language of the people in Jesus day and was a common language in the Assyrian Empire.
I found the following post rather fascinating and in line with, if not plagiarized from, other sources:
Ninevhe: Nineveh (Akkadian: URUNI.NU.A Ninua) was an ancient Assyrian city of Upper Mesopotamia, located on the outskirts of
Mosul in modern-day northern Iraq. It is located on the eastern bank of the Tigris River, and was the capital of the Neo-Assyrian Empire.
Today it is a common name for the half of Mosul which lies on the eastern bank of the Tigris.
Nineveh was one of the oldest and greatest cities in antiquity. The area was settled as early as 6000 BC during the late Neolithic. The
deep sounding at Nineveh uncovered layers now dated to early Hassuna culture period. By 3000 BC, the area had become an important
religious center for the Mesopotamian goddess Ishtar.
The original meaning of the name is unclear but may have referred to a patron goddess. The English placename Nineveh comes from
Latin Ninive and Septuagint Greek Nineuḗ under influence of the Biblical Hebrew Nīnewēh, from the Akkadian Ninua (var. Ninâ) or Old
Babylonian Ninuwā.
The cuneiform for Ninâ is a fish within a house (cf. Aramaic nuna, “fish”). This may have simply intended “Place of Fish” or may have
indicated a goddess associated with fish or the Tigris, possibly originally of Hurrian origin. The city was later said to be devoted to “the
goddess Ishtar of Nineveh” and Nina was one of the Sumerian and Assyrian names of that goddess.
Goddess Nina: A very ancient mother Goddess figure in Mesopotamia, Nina has many powers, including healing, herb magic, dream
interpretation, magic and meditation, cooperation and helping civilization along when needed. Her symbols are lions, fish and serpents
(Her sacred animals).
Nina is another name of the Goddess Inanna. Nina, in Assyro-Babylonian mythology, was the daughter of Ea, the god of water, wisdom
and technical skill. Nina is also the Goddess [of] Ninevah, the capital city of ancient Assyria.
Nowhere else is this more true than in the case of The Oldest One, Serpent Goddess of the Oracles, Mistress of Unfathomable Decrees,
Interpreter of Dreams, Prophetess of Deities, Queen Nina, or, if you prefer, Nana, of the Sumerians. However, because Nin prefixes many
goddesses’ names (some researchers have even translated nin to mean goddess.
The list of her other names doesn’t stop there: In the cities of Harran and Ur, they called her Ningal or Nikkal; in Nippur, Ninlil; and, at
the shrine at Al Ubaid, she was Ninhursag. When spoken of in conjunction with Nammu and the myth of the formation of the people of
the Earth, she was Ninmah.
The Goddess Nina has been described as She who assigned the destinies of lives while swimming as a fish, and it was also said that …
the sacred sign that spelled Her name [was] the same as the sign of the City of Nineveh…
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In her capacity as Comforter of Orphans, Caretaker of the Elderly and the Ill, Shelterer of the Homeless and Feeder of the Hungry, She
was called Nanshe; on the plains of Khafajah, Ninti or Nintu; on the Isle of Dilmun, Nin Sikil.
When she provided: healing herbs, Ninkarrak, Gula or Bau; dream interpretation, Ninsun or Ninsunna; beer and wine for holy rites,
Ninkasi, or, as She arose from the deep waters of the primordial sea, simply: Ama Gal Dingir, the Mother Great Goddess.
Closely related to Nina, too, is the Babylonian “Great Mother of the Sea”, Tiamat (although the epic, Enuma Elish appears to be the only
piece of literature that survives containing any reference to a goddess specifically by that name).
- Sjur Papazian [https://aratta.wordpress.com/2019/02/20/lagash-nineveh-and-nina/]
Job 7:9
Psalm 6:5
xiii Ecclesiastes 9:10
xi

xii

xiv The early 20th century Anglican theologian and Oxford scholar, R. J. Campbell, put it well by saying, "It is that in every mane there is
a latent Christ. The touch of the Divine Spirit wakens that Christ within and brings Him into union with the Christ above. As Origen so
sweetly put it centuries ago, 'Christ sleeps in the soul of every man as he slept in the boat on the Lake of Galilee , and he wakes at the cry
of penitence to still the storm of sinful passion in our lives.'" (Campbell, The Song of Ages, 152)
--Timothy Carroll, Christ The Original Matrix, p.5

1 Peter 3:18-19
Ephesians 4:8-9
xvii Matthew 16:18
xv

xvi

In my file I wrote that I read this in “Gregory of Nyssa’s Great Catechism.”
Isaiah 26:19
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