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Prayer 
 
Lord God, we pray that you would proclaim your word to us. And, Lord God, I ask that you’d 
use me for that. Not just me but Lord I pray that you would use memories from when we were 
three or four years old, that you’d use the painful, embarrassments that we went through this last 
week, that you’d even use the grumpy feelings that we had as we got ready for church this 
morning, that you’d use it all to preach your word to us. In Jesus’s name we pray, Amen. 

Message 
 
Romans is a book of the Bible and also a letter that we’ve been preaching through since 
October. Now it’s almost February and this is our 12th sermon and we’re in chapter 4, 
which means it might be easy for you to forget the things that Paul said just a few pages 
ago. So, I want to remind you really quick and catch us up. 
 
You’ll remember that he started off by pointing to the fact that when we judge, we condemn 
ourselves for we, the judges, do the very same thing that we judge others as doing. And 
then he pointed out that “on that day” God will “judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ 
(Rom. 2:15).” So, Jesus himself is the judgement on that day Not simply the judge or the 
judged, but The Judgement. And then he talked as if that judgment were the entire point of 
world history and even the entire point of all human unrighteousness (Rom. 3:6). And then 
he began talking as if the judgment to come had already happened. He began pronouncing 
all these judgments from the Old Testament—that “no one is righteous, no one seeks,” so 
none have faith (Romans 3:10-11). 
 
So, the judgment is not what we think: that we make a bunch of decisions, God judges all 
our decisions, pronouncing some good and some bad. It’s more like: God has already judged 
all our decisions, and no one is good, all are evil, but God’s judgment is not over... it’s still 
happening. Then Paul made an utterly outrageous statement about all of us being 
condemned by law (that’s the knowledge of Good and evil written in a book). And all of us 
being justified by Grace—that is: declared right, because we’ve been judged right. (Romans 
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3:23-24) And now I know that sounds like a bunch of incomprehensible non-sense and 
psychobabble. So, Paul begins to tell the outrageous story of Abraham, which to our ears 
sounds like more incomprehensible non-sense, psychobabble, and wishful thinking. 
Remember? 
 
This is the story of Abraham: when none is righteous, and no one seeks, God makes an 
absolutely outrageous, unconditional promise to an uncircumcised gentile living in Syria 
named Abram: “I will bless you... and in you all the families of the earth will be blessed.”i 
“I Will,” NOT “if you believe,” or “if you obey,” or even, “if you go,” just “I Will.” In Canaan, 
“The Word of the Lord” comes to Abram—like a walking talking Word—and delivers a 
Promise: “Your Seed will be like the stars of heaven.” That Promise must’ve entered 
Abram’s old body like a seed and taken root. For in the next verse, Abram believes the 
Word and that faith is reckoned as righteousness (because it is righteousness). 
 
So, in a universe of unrighteousness there is a Seed of righteousness in Abram—a seed. For 
if we can believe Genesis 12-25, it’s clear that Abram’s belief, exists in a vessel of unbelief, 
like a seed in a pot of broken and dirty soil. But it grows. When Abraham is about 130 years 
old, at God’s direction, he prepares to Sacrifice his life, love and laughter—the promised 
blessing—to the one that gave the blessing; he trusts him. That’s faith. He prepares to 
sacrifice the Blessing, but God sacrifices the Blessing, and Abraham receives the Blessing 
back and all things with him. “Because you have done this,” says God, “I will bless you and 
in you all the families of the earth. And your seed will be like the stars of heaven.” (Genesis 
22:16) “Because you’ve done this...” 
 
So, God made an unconditional Promise to Abraham in Gen. 12, which was conditioned 
upon Abraham’s faith fifty years later in Gen. 22; that’s fifty years after the Promise 
originally came to Abraham. Which means God lied in Genesis 12 or God knew that he 
would create faith in Abraham, with His Promise, which itself was like “the substance of 
things hoped for,” that is, a seed. ii A seed is a promise in a little bit of “flesh.” Well, that’s 
rather bizarre. But it’s a little like, God saying to you, “You will Love me with all your heart 
mind soul and strength... and you will love your neighbor as yourself.” (That sounds like a 
promise). And then, God saying, “He who loves is born of God and knows God, and he who 
doesn’t love does not know God.”iii Ughh, let’s hope that promise is like a seed. Ok, so now 
we’re caught up. 
 

Romans 4:20 (ESV): 
No unbelief made him [Abraham] waver concerning [in] the promise of God, but 
he grew strong [enedunamothe: literally, “he was ‘in-dynamited,’ empowered”] in 
his [the] faith as he gave glory to God... 

 
Abraham had a super-power. You are blessed, even saved--if what God says is true in 
Genesis 22:16--because of what Abraham did on Mt Moriah. That’s astonishing. In Jesus’ 
stories, salvation is described as sitting at Abrahams table or resting in his bosom, like 
Eliezer his former slave. Abraham had faith. So, how’s your faith? Would you sacrifice your 
life, and save the world or would you waver? Abraham had a super-power, and it was 
activated by faith. How’s your superpower? 
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Romans 4:20-5:5 (ESV): 
No unbelief made him waver concerning [in] the promise [of God], but he grew 
strong in his [the] faith as he gave glory to God, 21 fully convinced that God was 
able to do what he had promised. 22 That is why his faith was “counted to him as 
righteousness.” 23 But the words “it was counted to him” were not written for his 
sake alone, 24 but for ours also. It will be counted to us who believe in [epi: upon] 
him who raised from the dead Jesus our Lord, 25 who was delivered up for [dia: 
through, on account of] our trespasses and raised for [dia: through, on account of] 
our justification. 1 Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 2 Through him we have also 
obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice [boast] 
in hope of the glory of God. 3 Not only that, but we rejoice [boast] in our 
sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4 and endurance 
produces character [“proven worth having passed a test”], and character produces 
hope, 5 and hope does not put us to shame [“hope does not disappoint us” RSV, 
NRSV, NKJV] because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the 
Holy Spirit who has been given to us.  

 
So, what does faith look like? Well, it looks like Abraham, the father of faith, in whom all the 
families of the earth are blessed. He is like a superhuman being, a superman. It looks like Paul. 
Have you ever read the book of Acts? In Philippi, he and Silas are thrown in prison. Beaten and 
in chains, they start giving glory to God and rejoicing in their sufferings, which reveals their 
endurance and proven character. And as they worship in hope, the earth shakes, the prison doors 
open, they convert the jailor, and then they evangelize Europe. 
 

Paul looks like Superman in the book of Acts. So, do you 
look like Superman? Do you rejoice in your afflictions 
like Paul? Do you endure, revealing proven character and 
unquenchable hope? Does the earth move when you 
worship? Have you even told your next-door neighbor 
that God is Love? 
 
· Faith looks like Paul in the Book of Acts. 
· Faith looks like Abraham on Mt. Moriah. 
· Faith looks like Jesus on that very same Mountain. 

 
And talk about rejoicing in affliction—on the 
cross Jesus literally bore the sin of the world, he 
entered into all of our afflictions and yet, in that 
place of profound unrighteousness, faithlessness, 
sorrow, and pain, he began singing. “My God, my 
God, why have you forsaken me.” That’s the first 
line of Psalm 22 and its title (at least to Hebrew 
ears). 
 

Gibson, Mel (Director). (2004). The Passion of the Christ 
[Motion picture]. USA: Icon Productions. 
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The Psalm continues, “[God] has not hidden his face from him...” All the families of the nations 
shall worship before you. Before him shall bow all who go down to the dust. They shall come 
and proclaim his righteousness to a people yet unborn that he has done it.” “It is finished” is how 
the Psalm ends. 
 
Look at him there, “high and lifted up.” On the cross, Jesus rejoices in every affliction. He bears 
all things, believes all things, hopes all things endures all things. He is the proven character of 
God. He dies and God raises him from the Dead with superpower. He is literally the Super man, 
“the eschatos Adam,” in Paul’s words. And He does not fail but accomplishes that for which he, 
the Word, was sent.iv That’s what faith looks like. And he said “Greater works that these will you 
do.”v So, do you?  
 

· Do you rejoice in sufferings, endure affliction, proving the character of God? 
· Do you worship in prison, in affliction and suffering? 
· Do you evangelize the neighbors, and lay down your life on the holy mountain? 

 
If not, why not? What’s your excuse? Romans 2:13, Acts 17:31: “[God] has fixed a day on 
which he will judge the world... with a man” –that’s the eschatos man, the Super man. Don’t 
you realize that Jesus is the judgment of God? Look at him there! How do you measure up? 
Now, don’t leave. Don’t change that dial, just sit, like you’re in a theater. And let me ask you: 
where’s your heart? My guess is that it’s hiding in the trees, covered in fig leaves. And if it’s 
not there, it’s hunting for me, hoping to humiliate me, hoping to rip off my fig leaves and 
say, “well you don’t rejoice in your afflictions and when was the last time that you talked 
with your neighbor about the Love of God!” 
 
So, what just happened to us? How did this go from good to bad, so quickly? Well, God 
forbid, I tempted you to judge yourself with the judgment of God. Now that would really be 
horrific, except that you do it to yourself and to others all the time, and have for most of 
your life. You don’t really believe the judgment of God but you judge yourself and others 
with the judgment of God, and everything dies. 
 

 
"The Fall and Redemption of Man" by Giovanni da Modena 
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Take another look at the tree.  
 

· That’s The judgment of God hanging on that tree. So, just now, we used him to judge and 
what just happened? We left the garden and began to hide.  

· That’s The Promise of God on that tree, but when we used him to judge, the Promise 
turned into a threat: not you WILL love, but you BETTER love, or else. 

· That’s The Blessing of God on that tree but when we used him to judge the Blessing felt 
like a curse: not you will INHERIT, but you will PAY. 

· That’s The Good in flesh hanging on that tree but when we used him to judge, we came to 
know about evil. 

· That’s The Life on the tree and we crucified him. 
· That’s The Judgment of God. 

 
And now your head should be spinning because the Judgment of God doesn’t change, He is 
One. But you are two and his Judgment is changing you. That’s The Super Man, hanging on 
the tree. That’s who you should be and that’s who you actually are. You see: There are two 
ways that we can relate to the Judgment of God, which is Jesus, which is life and everything 
good, which is all that God is and all that God has created, including yourself. There are two 
ways that you can relate to everything. 
 
But for now, just think of Jesus on the tree in the Garden on Mt. Calvary. I can relate to the 
cross as The Tree of the knowledge of Good and evil and, ironically, I think it is, or, at least, 
it was. And I can relate to the cross as The Tree of Life and it was, and always is. I see the 
cross as The Tree of the Knowledge of Good and evil, when I listen to a voice that whispers, 
“Look at that... you can use that, to make yourself like God.” (The suggestion is more than a 
bit ironic, for in the very first chapter of Genesis, God claims to make me like himself; it is 
His Judgment.) But the voice whispers, “Take knowledge of the good and make yourself like 
God. (God alone is good. And God in flesh is the Man hanging on tree— “perfect image of the 
invisible God.” That’s what Scripture says.) “Take knowledge of him” whispers the voice 
“And so use him to judge yourself and then justify yourself, create yourself in the image.  
Apply him to yourself, just like you apply a hamburger to yourself—eat him.” 
 
I think Paul has a name for the knowledge of Good and evil taken from the tree—for you 
see there are different ways of obtaining knowledge.vi But knowledge taken from the tree 
in order to justify yourself is called “law.” Paul has already made the point that gentiles 
have this knowledge in their hearts. But Paul also refers to this knowledge written in books 
and given to the Israelites—as if God said, “You want knowledge of good and evil? Well, 
here it is written in stone and now your hearts are also stone.” 
 
Well, when I listen to the tempter, and take fruit from the tree, in order to justify myself, 
I learn “about the Good” and I begin to judge myself as “not good.” (That’s evil.) I judge 
myself as not good, for the Good is the Judgment of God, and I have just Judged the Judge 
and his judgment. So, as soon as I judge myself, I begin to condemn myself, and then in an 
effort to justify myself I desperately begin to judge God and my neighbor. For I figure: If 
God is wrong then maybe I could be right, which is to create an illusion and trap myself in 
my own reality, for God’s judgment is reality. And I figure: If my neighbor is wrong, then I 
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could be a little “more right,” which is to hate my neighbor, and so choose to be alone in my 
own false reality. 
 
And then, once I catch a glimpse of what I’m doing (because you see the tree works, I really 
do gain knowledge of Good and evil). Once I catch a glimpse, I grow angry, but the anger 
turns to despair, and I just want to die, and I can’t die because I’m trapped within myself by 
myself—my illusion that is a false “me.” And we all do this in just a moment, unaware of 
what it is that we’re doing. 
 
For example, this last week I read Romans 5: 3 in preparation for this message: “We rejoice 
in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces 
character, and character produces hope and hope does not put us to shame.” And I thought 
about Abraham on Mt. Moriah, and I thought about Paul in the Philippian Jail, and I thought 
of the Super Man, high and lifted up on the tree in the garden on Mt. Calvary. And then I 
thought about myself. I thought, “I suck (shame), and maybe every sermon I preach is a 
lie—especially the ones about joy.” And then I thought, “I hate preaching.” 
 
A short time later, I received a note from a pastor who heard me in a podcast. He was a 
great guy, he said “Our stories are just the same,” but then he mentioned how big his 
church was, and it seemed bigger than mine. And then I was sad and then I realized I was 
sad because I wanted him to fail, in order to feel better about me, and then I thought ‘Shit, 
I’m like the devil incarnate,’ and then I thought, ‘Oh God I want to die, and I can’t die, 
although it seems that everything is already dead.’” 
 
That’s what happens when I judge the Judgment of God, before I let the judgment of God 
judge me; it’s what happens when I use the judgment of God to judge others before I let the 
Judgement of God judge me. That’s what happened when the Jews and Pilate judged the 
Judgment of God on the tree in the garden on Mt. Calvary. That’s what happened when Eve 
and Adam, took and ate the fruit, from the tree of the knowledge of Good and evil on that 
same mountain. 
 
You may say, “Well gosh, Jesus now tells us to eat his body and drink his blood.” Yes, he 
does, doesn’t he? Isn’t that amazing? You may say, “Well didn’t God say, ‘don’t eat of the 
fruit of the tree.’?” Actually, he said, “You will not eat of the tree,” and “in the day you do eat 
of the fruit the tree dying you will die.” We ought to ponder that.vii We might ask, “Did God 
want us to eat of the tree?” That’s just like asking, “Did God want us to crucify Jesus?” The 
entire Old Testament screams, “It’s wrong to crucify the Christ.” And yet the whole Bible 
testifies, “This was the plan for the fulness of time.” And God accomplishes all things 
according to the council of his will. 
 
We’ll ponder all of that as we walk through Romans. But for now, I’m just pointing out that 
when I see the Good on the tree as knowledge that I can use to justify myself, I then find myself 
trapped in death and unable to love. For you see, I just crucified Love, and Love is Life. 
And Eternal Life is “the Commandment of God,” His judgment.viii So, I crucified the Life. 
That’s called sin. And we’ve all sinned. We’ve all judged the Judgment, and we all must die. 
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Now most Christians have a rudimentary understanding of that. So, we have a rudimentary 
understanding of what Paul casually mentions in our text at the end of Chapter 4. 
 

Romans 24b-25: 
Jesus our Lord... was delivered up [paradothe: handed over, or betrayed] for [dia: 
through, “on account of”] our trespasses and raised for [dia: through, “on account 
of”] our justification.  

 
We kind of get the first part: When we sin, we crucify Jesus—people get that. When we judge 
the judgment, we condemn ourselves—some see that. When we break the body and take the 
blood, God forgives the body and bleeds the blood—we kind of get that. When we take 
knowledge of the Good, we take the Life, for Jesus is the life—perhaps you see that. When we 
try to make ourselves into the superman with knowledge about superman, we don’t become 
Superman, we become an Old Man, an Old Adam. 
 
We kind of get the first part of Paul’s statement “He was delivered up through our trespasses”—
that’s why Christians always want to sing such sad songs at communion. “Oh, I suck, I killed 
Jesus, now I’ll try to pay him back even though I can’t, so at the very least I can be sad, cause 
he’s super and I’m not super.” 
 
Teilhard de Chardin wrote: “Christianity does not ask us to live in the shadow of the cross, but in 
the fire of its creative action.” So anyway, we kind of get the first part of Paul’s statement, “He 
was delivered up on account of our trespasses.” But, if we really got the second part of Paul’s 
statement, “He was raised on account of our justification.” If we really and fully got that second 
part, I suspect that we’d always leave the communion table looking something a little more like 
this: 
 

Video clip: Little Superheros – Spiderman and Superman Outdoor Adventure 
New Sky Kids (2015, April 3, YouTube, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uNFse0z5al0) 

Two five-year-old boys run around the yard dressed in Superman and Spiderman outfits, 
playing superheroes. 

And now let’s keep reading, but before we do, let me remind you that I’m not saying that you 
should put on a red cape, run around the yard like two five-year-old boys, and try to act all free. 
That’s what Christians often do. But that’s not freedom, that’s just making a new set of laws, 
creating a deeper deception and bondage; it’s self-righteousness and death. So, I don’t mean that. 
I mean, something else and I’d like to explain. 
 
I think, the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and evil, is also The Tree of Life. And, just as God 
says, there’s seed in the fruit of the trees (Gen. 1:11) And, just as Jesus points out in John 12, 
Seed dies, but doesn’t stay dead. 
 
So, we’ve all sinned: we’ve all taken the fruit. And the fruit is working, for somewhere on our 
journey, we began to comprehend that God is the Good, and we have done great evil. And so, 
we’re dead and dying; We took the life, and in the words of Paul: We’ve “imprisoned [him], the 
truth, in the chains of our own unrighteousness.”ix The Life is the Promise, who is the Blessing, 
who is also the Seed of Abraham. We ate the Seed! But the Seed sprouts in broken dirty soil. The 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uNFse0z5al0
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Seed sprouts in the old stone temple that is your soul and then, you begin to believe. And when 
you come back to the tree, and look to the thronex, you begin to see what has always been true: 
What you have taken has always been given. It is fore-given, and you are fore-given, from the 
foundation of the world when and where the Lamb was slain. 
 
And so, listen closely: you actually do get the second part of Paul’s statement, or you wouldn’t 
be here. Actually, I doubt you’d even be human. You do get it. It’s just that “the you” that gets it, 
is about the size of a seed, a mustard seed, an imperishable seedxi— the Promised Seed. You do 
rejoice in suffering, you do endure, have proven character, and hope that will not put you to 
shame; you just don’t have much of it. It’s the size of a seed. 
 

Video clip: Little Superheros – Spiderman and Superman Outdoor Adventure 
New Sky Kids (2015, April 3, YouTube, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uNFse0z5al0) 

Two five-year-old boys run around the yard dressed in Superman and Spiderman outfits, 
playing superheroes. One trips, falls down, gets up and takes off running again. 

So, let’s keep reading. 
 

Romans 5:1-5: 
Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. 2 Through him we have also obtained access by 
faith into this grace in which we stand,xii and we rejoice in hope of the glory of 
God. 3 Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering 
produces endurance, 4 and endurance produces character, and character 
produces hope, 5 and hope does not put us to shame because God’s love has been 
poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.  

 
None of that was in the imperative tense. Paul wasn’t telling us what we should do but what we 
do do. 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uNFse0z5al0
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Romans 5:6-9a: 
For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. For 
one will scarcely die for a righteous personxiii—though perhaps for a good 
personxiv one would dare even to die— 8 but God shows his love for us in that 
while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Since, therefore, we have now 
been justified by his blood 

 
According to Paul we are justified by Grace, we are justified by the Faith of Jesus, we are 
justified by the Resurrection of Jesus, and now we are justified by the Blood of Jesus—all of the 
Old Testament says the “life is in the blood.” 
 

Romans 5:9-10a: 
we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him 
from the wrath of God [“of God” is added by the translators... it could be God’s 
anger and it could be our anger]. 10 For if while we were enemies, we were 
reconciled to God by the death of his Son... 

 
You know we took “the life”, but Jesus brings “the life” (himself) back to the tree, even as he 
brings us back to the tree and he delivers it up on the tree. He surrenders his Spirit; he expires the 
Spirit, that we might inspire the Spirit. That Spirit is the Spirit that rises in you saying, “Abba 
Daddy.”xv  
 

Romans 5:10: 
For if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, 
much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life.  

 
So according to Paul, we are justified, we are reconciled, and we are being saved, for God shows 
his love for us in that while were still sinners—Superman died for us. That’s the show. “He 
showed his love for us.” That’s the show. You see this universe is like a theater. And why am I 
here, able to hurt God, but unable to help myself? Well, I’m here to observe the show—the Love 
of God for me and us.xvi 
 
So, why did those five-year-old boys dress like Superman and run around the yard? I bet it was 
not because someone said, “You should try to be superman, so here’s some knowledge, here’s 
some facts, about superman. Now get to work studying, practicing, trying to be Superman!” I bet 
it was NOT because someone said, “You should.” I bet it was because they saw the show, or 
they heard the story. 
 
You know, the law—that is the knowledge of good and evil, gained by taking fruit from the tree 
of the knowledge of good and evil—is like a set of facts. In our world, through the empirical 
method, we have come to know billions of trillions of facts, but we don’t know what any of them 
mean. It’s like someone crucified the Meaning. But a Life is more than a set of facts; It’s facts in 
a story that comprise and reveal the Meaning. It’s facts connected by the meaning. 
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The cross is so much more than the knowledge of Good and evil; it’s also the tree of life and it 
tells a story called the Gospel—which is the story of the Superman, the Word of God, Logos of 
God, the Meaning, the Plot. I bet those five-year-old boys heard the story; they watched the 
show; they lost themselves in the plot and found themselves playing along. You know people are 
made to recognize the Good and imitate the Good. Scientists have even shown that we’re born 
with neurons specific to that task.xvii We look at the Good, and so imitate the Good, not because 
we have to, but because we’re made to, and we long to—it’s our birthright. 
 
“Let us make Adam in our own image and likeness” the likeness of Love. Maybe that’s our 
birthright? You know Superman didn’t make himself Super. His parents came from another 
world; Super was his birthright. Well, I bet those boys watched the show, but not only in a 
theater. I bet they watched the show in a theater and then they watched it in someone’s eyes, 
probably the eyes of their Mom or Dad, as their Mom or Dad spoke a Word—a Word that they 
heard as a promise, not a threat. I bet they heard, “You know what buddy? I think You’re Super. 
Yep, that’s my judgment and it’s not going to change.” 
 
I bet they heard a blessing and I bet they saw Superman reflected in the eyes of that Someone 
that loved them with Free and Relentless Love: Grace. And so, they put on a cape and ran around 
the yard in hope. And so, they called it play, not work, and they thought it was fun. They ran in 
hope and that hope will not disappoint them. But as they get older, they will start to want, rather 
than hope, and that want will make them take what has always been given. And that will lead to 
their humiliation, until once again they return to the garden, and once again they dare to hope but 
with a new knowledge. And in that hope, their humiliation will become an even greater 
exaltation, for they will have learned to look into the eyes of their Father in Heaven. And they 
will not be disappointed or put to shame. 
 
And that is what you can barely begin to imagine, let alone believe because someone keeps 
whispering, “It’s just nice ideas, psychobabble, and wishful thinking. God is Love but also NOT 
Love and you better damn well believe you must justify yourself.” But this hope is not just 
psychobabble; it’s systematic theology and the Word of God, which is the Judgment of God, 
which is the Promise of God. Listen: “He was delivered up through our transgressions.” And “he 
was raised through our justification”—And “we are being saved by his life.” On the Cross he 
cried “father forgive” and “delivered up, handed over, his Spirit.” Who is he forgiving and what 
is he forgiving? He’s forgiving all who took his life. And he is fore giving his life, even “before 
giving” his life. 
 
The life is in the blood and even now it’s rising from the dead (in your veins, as you listen to the 
Word). Whose life? The Life of the firstborn son of God. He’s giving you, the birthright, he is 
the heir of all things—that’s his birthright. 
 
That’s why he keeps asking you to drink his blood, not to make you feel bad, but that you would 
begin to live his life and become his body. That you would look, with his eyes into the eyes of 
his Father and hear the promise “You are my beloved son (or daughter) in whom I’m well 
pleased.” “So, put on that red cape and start running around the yard.” “Sure, you might look like 
an idiot for a time... But you’ll grow up and inherit all things.”xviii 
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Romans 5:11: 
More than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through 
whom we have now received reconciliation. We rejoice. 

 
We worship. Abraham was strengthened in the faith, (endynamited, empowered), as he gave 
glory to God, as he worshiped. Those two little boys weren’t trying to be Super Men; they were 
rejoicing in the Superman, worshipping the Superman, and so becoming the Superman—his 
body at work in the world. So, God doesn’t tell you to “Go to church and get more knowledge of 
Good and evil, so you can work real hard, and apply it to your life.” No, he tells you to stop 
(Shabbot); listen to the story; watch the show. Then drink his life, so that you will begin to live 
his life and trust your superpower. 
 
When you judge the judgment, everything dies. But when the judgment judges you, you begin to 
rise from the dead. The Judgment is Love and “Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes 
all things, endures all things. Love does not fail.”xix Love is the Promise. Listen: “You will love 
the Lord your God with all your heart, mind, soul and strength. And you will love your neighbor 
as yourself”xx  That’s a Promise, but because you took it as your responsibility, the Promise 
became a threat, the Blessing felt like a curse, and you lost the Birthright, Adam. Love is the 
Promise, the Blessing, the Birthright, and Love in flesh is the Seed. You know the entire Old 
Testament is about the Promised Seed that will crush the head of the serpent. The Seed is the 
Promise and the Blessing and the Birthright 

· and people like Abraham try to create it when they don’t trust it 
· and people like Eliezer and Ishmael think they’ll never get it 
· and people like Esau sell it 
· and people like Jacob steal it 
· and people like Jacob’s children don’t recognize it and even try to kill it 

 
So, in the end there’s only one that has it—And he is it: Jesus, the firstborn. We all try to take it 
on a tree in a Garden, and on that same tree in that same Garden, he gives it to all of us, and to 
you. He gives his birthright to you, when you least deserve it for yourself, so that now you would 
know that He is Good, and you would begin to live his Life—the life of Love.xxi And check this 
out: Love is writing the whole story; He is the author. And that’s the true super-power of every 
super-hero. Each one is the apple of the author’s eye, so absolutely everything in the story works 
for his or her good.  
 
When you take knowledge from the tree to justify yourself, you create a false self, the old Adam 
and to look at God with the eyes of that old Adam is instant destruction, for that self doesn’t 
actually exist. God is not the author of lies. But when you return to the tree, and see that God 
creates you, justifies you, and saves you with himself—which is His Judgment, you then know, 
because you’ve been known; you know that you are not just you, but Christ in you and you in 
Christ—the Body of Christ And if you look with those eyes, into the eyes of God, you will see 
the image of the Superman, reflected back at you, then give glory to God, then start running 
around the yard in hope and become, who it is that you truly are.xxii 
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Communion 
For on the night that he was “handed over” he took bread and broke it saying this is my body 
given to you, take and eat. In the morning you’re going to take but I’m giving it to you right 
now, I’m fore-giving it to you. And, in the same way, he took the cup saying, “This is the 
covenant in my blood.” The whole Old Testament is screaming “the life is in the blood.” So, he’s 
not just forgiving you for taking his Life; he is fore-giving you his Life, that you might live his 
Life—he Superman’s life. So, believe the gospel, Amen. 
 

Benediction 
 
Singing: “What a powerful name it is... the name of Jesus.” 
 
So close your eyes. You know the name of Jesus is not simply a fact. Do you know what the 
name Jesus means? You do, right? It means “God is Salvation.”  
 
The name “Jesus” literally means “God is Salvation”—that’s a story. Now, part of you believes 
that God is salvation and part of you does not believe that God is Salvation, does not believe the 
Judgment, which is “to save.” That part of you feels responsible for you. I want you to renounce 
that part of you. You don’t need to fight it; you don’t even need to hate it, you just need to see it 
for what it is. It’s a lie and God is not the author of lies. You are not the creator of you; you are 
not the savior of you; you are not the justifier of you. Renounce that part of you; “hand it over” 
to Jesus. 
 
But there’s also a part of you that trusts just a little, hopes a bit, and feels some love—find that 
part of you, even if it’s only the size of a seed, or a crumb of bread soaked in some wine. Find 
that part of you and from that part of you, listen to these words: “You are my beloved, in whom I 
am well pleased. I think you’re Super. That’s my judgment. And it’s not gonna’ change. If you’d 
like, you’re free to put on a cape and run around the yard.” Now, believe the Gospel, in Jesus’s 
name. Amen. 

Endnotes 

i Genesis 12:1-3 
 
ii “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for...” -Hebrews 11:1 NKJV 
 
iii 1 John 4:7-8 
 
iv By myself I have sworn; from my mouth has gone out in righteousness a word that shall not return: ‘To me every knee shall 
bow, every tongue shall swear allegiance.’  

– Isaiah 45:23 
So shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it.  

–Isaiah 55:11 
 
v John 14:12 
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vi If a five-year-old boy came to you and said, “I’d like to get to know my Dad,” you could suggest the empirical method (Since 
the “Enlightenment,” some have suggested that this is the only method of obtaining knowledge... at all). If the boy asked, 
“What’s the empirical method?” You could then explain, “Well you take your dad, and dissect your dad, and analyze all the 
pieces through experimentation in a controlled environment. In this way you gain knowledge about your dad: whether or not he’s 
carbon, nitrogen, and oxygen or whatever. Then, you’ll know all about your dad... but of course you’ll no longer be able to know 
your Dad, for he’ll be dead; you killed him.” 
You could suggest the empirical method (Some call this “science”) or you could suggest another method: “Perhaps you could 
spend time with your Dad and let your Dad know you, then you would know because you’ve been known... Now this is more 
than I can explain to you now, but this is also how women get pregnant.”  
 
We used the first method to crucify Christ, the presence of our Father. 
He uses the second method to save us from ourselves, fill us with his life, and cause us to bear fruit. 
 
vii Genesis 2:17 “’...and of the tree of knowledge of good and evil, thou dost not eat of it, for in the day of thine eating of it—dying 
thou dost die.’” (Young’s Literal Translation) 
 
viii For I have not spoken on my own authority, but the Father who sent me has himself given me a commandment—what to say 
and what to speak. And I know that his commandment is eternal life. What I say, therefore, I say as the Father has told me.” 

 – John 12:49-50 
 

ix Karl Barth’s translation of Romans 1:18 “Men...hold the truth imprisoned in the chains of their unrighteousness.” (The Epistle 
to the Romans, p.42) 
 
x The Gospel of John and the Revelation, in particular, picture Jesus as being enthroned on the tree in the garden. 
 
xi Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a sincere brotherly love, love one another earnestly from a pure 
heart, since you have been born again, not of perishable seed but of imperishable, through the living and abiding word of 
God;  for  
“All flesh is like grass and all its glory like the flower of grass. The grass withers,  
and the flower falls, but the word of the Lord remains forever.” And this word is the good news that was preached to you. -1 
Peter 1:22-25 
 
xii “We stand” in it, but maybe we didn’t know it. 
 
xiii That is a faith full person. 
xiv That is a faith full person, whose faith has become works. 
 
xv “When we cry “Abba! Father!” it is the Spirit himself bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if 
children then heirs, heirs of God and fellow heirs, (fellow inheritors) with Christ” – Romans 8:15b-16 (RSV) 
 
xvi I ask: "What do I do?" 
I hear: "You must come to believe that you are something this is done." 
I ask: "How do I do that?" 
I hear: "You don’t; It is done by my Word, which you are hearing right now—everything that’s anything is created by me with 
my Word. I Am." 
 
xvii Scientists have even shown that we’re born with special neurons—mirror neurons—specifically designed to imitate another: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mirror_neuron 
 
xviii Because of the great, eternal love that God has for all humankind, he makes no distinction in love between the blessed soul of 
Christ and the least soul that shall be saved. It is very easy to believe and to trust that the blessed soul of Christ has a place of 
honour within the glorious Godhead. But it is also true, as I have understood from what our Lord has shown me, that where the 
blessed soul of Christ is, there too is the essence of all the souls that shall be saved by him. 
--Julian of Norwich: Journeys into Joy, selected spiritual writings introduced and edited by John Nelson (Hyde Park, NY: New 
City Press), p. 119 
 

xix 1 Corinthians 13:4-8 NKJV “Love... bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 
Love never fails.” 
 
xx And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. 
38 This is the great and first commandment. 39 And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. –Matthew 22:37-
38 ESV 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mirror_neuron
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“You shall love” (agapesis) is a simple future indicative verb, which would normally be translated “you will love,” however most 
versions use the antiquated phrase “you shall love” as if to try and add an imperative in place of an indicative... but it’s not in the 
text. And so, we seek to turn a promise into a threat and a prophecy into a law. 
  
xxi What can I do? 
I can watch "me" die. 
Every good decision (Faith, Hope and Love) is watching "me" (sin, old man) die. 
I can watch "me" live. 
Every good decision (Faith, Hope and Love) is watching "me" (Christ in me) rise from the dead. 
I can observe my own creation and be eternally grateful. 
 
I can be humbled and exalted. 
I can live to the praise of God's Glory. 
I can have faith in Grace, by Grace. 
I can Love because I'm loved. 
I can choose the Good in freedom. 
 
I can do nothing... and everything. Who am I? 
 
"It is no longer I who live but Christ who lives in me. And the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the son of God 
who loved me and delivered himself up for me." 
 
"Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be 
like him, because we shall see him as he is." 
 
xxii The Word became flesh to make us "partakers of the divine nature" (2 Pt 1:4): "For this is why the Word became man, and the 
Son of God became the Son of man: so that man, by entering into communion with the Word and thus receiving divine sonship, 
might become a son of God." (Irenaeus, Adversus haereses) "For the Son of God became man so that we might become God." 
(Athanasius, De incarnatione) "The only-begotten Son of God, wanting to make us sharers in his divinity, assumed our nature, so 
that he, made man, might make men gods." (Thomas Aquinas, Opusculum.) 
--Catechism of the Catholic Church, #460 from Julian of Norwich: Journeys into Joy, selected spiritual writings introduced and 
edited by John Nelson (Hyde Park, NY: New City Press), p. 114 
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