
 
 

1 

The	Work	of	the	Word	(“I	Know	Who	You	Are”)	
Romans	10:1-11:2	
Romans	(no.	29	in	the	series)	
August	7,	2022	
Peter	Hiett	
 
Video and audio versions available online: 
https://relentless-love.org/sermons/the-work-of-the-word-i-know-who-you-are/ 
Transcript document prepared by: Brett Eades (brett@thesanctuarydowntown.org) 
 
This document was prepared by Brett Eades using Peter’s notes and the video version of this sermon. If you encounter any 
significant discrepancies or errors in this document, please let Brett know. Thank you! 

 

Prayer	
 
[Offertory Song: Can I Hold You Now] 
 
So, Father, we say yes, or at least a part of us says yes. Yes, because we’re beginning to see that 
your arms (the arm of Yahweh) is Yeshua (Jesus) and, like you say through Isaiah, “Is my arm 
shortened so that I cannot save?” The answer is no, for you even send your Spirit into our hearts 
and it’s your Spirit in us that says yes. So, you beset us behind and before and you bring us 
home. And so Lord God, now in Jesus name through the power of your Spirit, preach us home. 
Amen. 
 

Message	
 

I grew up knowing I was different, wrote Mary Ann Bird, and I hated it. I was 
born with a cleft palate, and when I started school, my classmates made it 
clear to me how I looked to others; a little girl with a misshapen lip, crooked 
nose, lopsided teeth, and garbled speech... There was, however, a teacher in 
the second grade whom we all adored - Mrs. Leonard by name. She was short, 
round, [and] happy. Annually, we had a hearing test…Mrs. Leonard gave the 
test to everyone in the class, and finally it was my turn. I knew from past years 
that as we stood against the door and covered one ear, the teacher sitting at 
her desk would whisper something, and we would have to repeat it back - 
things like, "The sky is blue," or "Do you have new shoes?" I waited there for 
those words that God must have put into her mouth, those seven words that 
changed my life. Mrs. Leonard said, in her whisper, "I wish you were my little 
girl." 

 
I read that to you at the end of the sermon last week. Then I said, The Word was in Mrs. 
Leonard, then the Word was in Mary Ann Bird, and now the Word is in you. 
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· I’m talking about the Word that creates and sustains all things. 
· I’m talking about the Word that hung on a tree in garden. 
· I’m talking about the Word that came to Abraham, Moses, and David. 
· I’m talking about the Word that came to Mary and was born of Mary. 
· I’m talking about the Word we tried to kill that wouldn’t stay dead.  
· I’m talking about the Word that is king of kings and lord of lords, who cuts the flesh from 

all men, and then brings all men together in one city, one temple, one bride and one body.  
· I’m talking about the Word that does everything that’s anything. 

 
People always want to know, “What can I do?” Well, apart from the Word, you can do 
absolutely no thing; nothing. But in the Word, with the Word, and by the Word, you will do all 
things. “Just words” we say, “Sticks and stones may break my bones, but words will never hurt 
me.” That’s a rather modern notion. It’s the idea that words don’t matter for they have no 
substance—only matter matters. Since the Enlightenment (that I call “the Endarkenment”) that 
notion has been growing in our society, at least until about 1984i—the year I went to seminary 
and learned all about “Church Growth.” 
 
There have been times when the church was much more focused on the Word as if The Word 
was all that mattered and, ironically, at that time when the church was most focused on the 
Word, the church most mattered.ii But by 1984 the church was focused on legislation and deeds, 
and the Word was something you used to grow your church—liberals did it one way, and 
conservatives did it another. At the time, the Moral Majority was in full swing; Focus on the 
Family, and Promise Keepers were on the rise. Thirty-eight years later few would describe the 
church as moral, or a majority, or a picture of healthy families, and certainly not a place where 
people keep their promises. 
 
Never before, or at least in my lifetime, have there been so many lies. Democrats say 
Republicans are lying and Republican say that Democrats are lying, and we all say that it sure 
seems that a whole lot of folks are lying. And what is a lie? Well, it’s a word that’s divorced 
from reality, it’s how the evil one convinces us that nothing matters, in particular, the Word. 
Modern Science taught us that words don’t matter, only matter matters. But Post-Modern 
Science, that is Modern Physics is revealing that matter doesn’t really matter, but only words. 
 
For what is a word? Well, a word is information imbedded in breath, which is in Biblical lingo is 
Spirit—I think we call that “consciousness.” No time to talk about that now, but modern physics 
is revealing that reality is in some paradoxical way dependent upon consciousness and 
information, in Biblical lingo, Pneuma and Logos—that is, Words. 
 
And all along Scripture has testified matter doesn’t matter, only the Word. Actually, in 
Hebrew—as I learned from one of my favorite authorsiii—there really is no word for “word,” but 
only a word that is also translated “thing” or “something real.”iv It’s as if God is saying there’s 
no such thing as a word that isn’t a thing, which is another way to say every lie is nothing but 
illusion. 
 
In the beginning God speaks all creation into existence, as if all creation is his Word: Davar, in 
Hebrew, meaning Word or Thing or Reality. When the Old Testament was translated into 
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Greek—which is the language of the New Testament—Davar was translated as Logos and 
Rhema. John writes “In the beginning was the Logos and the Logos was with God and the Logos 
was God. All things were made through him and without him was not anything made that was 
made.” In Romans, Paul quotes Deuteronomy while writing in Greek “The Rhema [davar in 
Hebrew] is near you in your mouth and on your tongue.” In Greek thought, the Logos was the 
underlying logic, reason, or information that holds all of reality together. And when you spoke a 
logon for a particular situation, you would often call it rhema. But both logos and rhema are 
davar, which not only matters, but is in fact matter. 
 
So, the Word creates and sustains everything that’s anything. And the Word saves—the Word in 
flesh is Jesus. And the Word judges, redeems and makes all things new. “Behold I make all 
things new.” –Revelation 21:5. But first in Revelation 19 The Word rides out on a White Horse 
and cuts the flesh from “all men,” not some men, “all men.” The Flesh is the “Me” that I think I 
have created, the “Body of Sin and Death,” the illusion in which I’m trapped; it’s the dream that 
I am my own creator, savior, and redeemer; It’s the dream that has become a nightmare. A dream 
is an illusion in which your own words and ideas have no substance: You think you’re doing 
everything, and in reality, you have done nothing. Romans 13:11, “The time... has come for you 
to be raised (to wake) from sleep.” It’s the Word that wakes us, makes us, and does everything 
that’s anything. 

	
"The Fall and Redemption of Man" by Giovanni da Modena 

This is the Word hanging on a tree in a garden. This is the Judgment of God, The Choice of God, 
The Salvation of God, and Free Will of God. This is the Righteousness of God. And now our 
text—this is our third time through: 
 

Romans 10:1-4:  
Brothers, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for them [Israel, my church] is 
that they may be saved.v 2 For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, 
but not according to knowledge [epignosis: proper knowledge, recognition]. 3 For, 
being ignorant [agnoeo: agnostic] of the righteousness of God, and seeking to 
establish their own [righteousness], they did not submit to God’s righteousness. 
4 For Christ is the end [telos: perfection, completion, fulfillment] of the law for 
righteousness to [in] everyone who believes [“all the trusting, all the ‘faithing’”]. 
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In his book, The Information: A History, A Theory, A Flood, James Gleick writes: “The alphabet 
was invented only once. All known alphabets... descend from the same original ancestor”vi— 
“semitic peoples somewhere near Palestine”vii—“not much before 1500 BCE.”viii He also notes 
how philosophers like Plato, lamented this occurrence, for something living like a spoken word, 
attached to a living person—became detached and lifeless when it became ink on a page... the 
written word. “You offer your pupils the appearance of wisdom” writes Plato, “not true 
wisdom.”ix 

	
"The Fall and Redemption of Man" by Giovanni da Modena 

Proverbs speaks of Wisdom as a person, in fact the person of the Word, through whom all things 
are created. But Wisdom, who is the Word of Love, became Law, when written by God in stone 
for Moses somewhere near Palestine not much before 1500 BC, or a little bit after. And yet, Man 
had already taken the life of Wisdom, on a tree in a garden, somewhere near Palestine many 
years before. 
 
It’s like God, who is Love and whose Word is Wisdom, said “OK people, if you want knowledge 
of the Good, here it is written in stone, now you know about the Good, and will learn that you 
have chosen evil.” 
 

 
Gibson, Mel (Director). (2004). The Passion of the Christ [Motion picture]. USA: Icon Productions.  
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You know it was the religious rulers of Israel, who took the Life of the Word on a tree in a 
garden, for they were offended by Love and lusted for Law. And yet in the same garden Christ, 
the Word, rose from the dead. And having learned that we all had chosen evil and so crucified 
the Christ, we learned, in a new way, that Love chose us, and fulfills the Law in us: His Body. 
 

	
"The Fall and Redemption of Man" by Giovanni da Modena 

So, when, and where, is that garden? “I was once alive apart from the law,” wrote Paul in 
Romans 7:9 and he had already written “in Adam all die.” So, Paul lived before he died in 
Adam…in the garden. In 2nd Corinthians 12, he writes about being caught up into “paradise,” 
which is the garden.	x You see Paul believed that he lived in that garden before all died in Adam 
and that he had returned—and still would return to that garden—which he also called heaven.xi 
 
Some believe that Mt. Zion is the location of the garden, for it’s the ancient location of the 
temple, and the inner sanctuary clearly represents the garden. But as we’ve seen, we are now the 
temple, and it appears that the garden is in our hearts, and we can go there NOW, and perhaps 
only Nowxii. For “now” is the point where eternity touches time; the place where decisions are 
made, or better, where we are made by the decision of God. We wake to the decision of God, the 
Word of God, the Free Will of God “Decision is the awakening to the eternal”xiii wrote Soren 
Kierkegaard. 
 
So, we are Adam and we are Eve, our Lord’s Church, NOT a stone building or an institution, but 
a living Body and a Bride, called to Trust, that means “have faith.” And that is “the 
Righteousness of God.” 
 

Romans 10:5-8: 
For Moses writes about the righteousness that is based on [ek: of, from, out of] 
the law, that the person who does the commandments shall live by them. 6 But 
the righteousness based on [ek: of, from, out of] faithxiv says, “Do not say in your 
heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down) 7 “or ‘Who 
will descend into the abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8 But 
what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that 
is, the word of faith that we proclaim). 
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Now, as we’ve learned over the past two sermons, Paul is quoting Moses at the end of 
Deuteronomy, in chapter 30. And Paul is equating, the Righteousness of God, which is the Free 
Will of God, with the Word of God, with the Word of Faith which we preach, and with Christ, 
who is Jesus. That should blow your mind, and this will blow your mind: Paul is saying that God 
was saying, through Moses to the Israelites 1500 years before Christmas, and also to you right 
now something like this: “I have written words on stone, but my Word is near you, Christ is in 
your mouth and Christ is in your heart, so that you can do Christ.” 
 
How did Christ, the Word, get into those Israelites before 1500 BCE and you right now? Well 
God created Humanity in a garden with his Word, when he breathed his Spirit into some dust, at 
the edge of eternity and time. Perhaps it was then that Christ got in? But God also breathed his 
Spirit into some dust when Jesus breathed on his disciples saying receive the Holy Spirit on 
Easter. And when he surrendered his breath on the tree in the garden on Good Friday, and it fell 
on the church on Pentecost. And when he gave us his Body and Blood—for the life is in the 
blood, the breath is in the blood, the spirit is in the blood—he gave them his blood at table, on 
Thursday night, which for a Hebrew is Friday morning. 
 
So, do you remember what happened that 6th day between the time he gave us his blood at the 
start of that day, and the time we drew his blood as he surrenders his blood on the tree in the 
Garden at the end of that 6th day, which Paul referred to as “the End of the Ages,”xv the edge of 
eternity and time? I think it’s the greatest mystery in the Bible and the one into which angels 
long to look. After communion with us, the Free Will of God, prayed an unthinkable prayer, in a 
Garden, named “the Olive Press,”xvi that is, “Gethsemane.”  
 
Matthew records Jesus as praying: “My Father, if it be possible let this cup pass from me; 
nevertheless, not as I will but as you will.” “If it be possible...” It’s easy to conclude from that 
prayer and what happened next, that it was impossible for God to save us any other way than he 
did. But Mark records Jesus as praying: “Abba, Father all things are possible for you. Remove 
this cup from me. Yet not as I will, but what you will.” That reveals that God didn’t have to 
suffer the cross for us in Christ Jesus, but that, as we preach last week, he freely wanted to do so. 
In that very same moment, apparently, Jesus did not for he prayed, “Nevertheless, not my will, 
but thine.” In other words, the Free Will of God, Judgment of God, and Word of God, didn’t 
want to do what he saw that his Father was doing and willing, and yet he is the will and word of 
the Father, who does everything that’s anything. 
 
This is Jesus, who said he “only did what he saw his Father doing.” 

· Who said that his food was to “do the will of the Father.”  
· Who is one with the Father 
· Who had said that no one takes his life from him, but that he lays it down of his own 

accord—that is, his own free will. 
 
But in the Garden on the 6th day, he prays “Nevertheless, not my will, but thy will be done.” 
That means that Jesus wants to do what he doesn’t want to do, because he knows that his Father 
wants to do it. Which sounds exactly like you, every time you pray with just something like a 
seed of faith, hope and love. 
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So, what’s happening? Are you awake? Will you stay awake Peter, James, and John? “Will you 
watch with me,” asks Jesus?xvii I think we’re watching the faithful one, create faith in Adam, 
which finishes us all in the image and likeness of God. In other words, the Free Will of God is 
descending into the Abyss that is the heart of Adam and our own deepest prison, that he might 
raise us to heaven with him. Faith, hope and love in you, is Jesus in you willing what you do not 
will, until all that you will is what God has always willed—and that’s called Heaven. 
 
God in Christ Jesus identifies with you (“He made him to be sin, who knew no sin, so that in him 
we might become the righteousness of God.”)xviii God in Christ Jesus identifies with you, in 
order that you would identify with him and then sit on his throne ruling all things. In the words 
of Irenaeus, “This is why the Word became man, and the Son of God became the Son of man: so 
that man, by entering into communion with the Word and thus receiving divine sonship, might 
become a son of God.”xix Paul put it this way, “When we cry Abba Father, it is the Spirit himself 
bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God... and fellow heirs with Christ.” You 
are predestined to become the undivided, fully free, and ecstatically happy body and bride of the 
resurrected Christ. 
 

· I can’t comprehend that, but apparently, I can watch it happen, and in this way, he 
comprehends me. 

· I can’t do that, but I can watch that, and come to know that I am being done in the image of 
the one who does all. 

 
People always ask, “What can I do?” Apart from Jesus you can do nothing, but with Jesus you 
can do all things. So, before you can do anything, you must realize that you are something that is 
done—you must become conscious of your own creation. You must watch as Jesus prays, 
“Nevertheless not my will, but thy will be done.” You must watch, and so, commune, in the 
garden. It’s called faith, and it makes us hope, and it transforms all things into Love, which binds 
all things together—and that’s called Life, Eternal Life. 
 
It happens in the Garden, which is in the Temple, which is you, and which is us, and it always 
happens now—in that place where decisions are made, that place where eternity touches time. 
It’s how we become who it is that we actually are. 
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For all of Romans we’ve been asking, “How does the Old Adam that I think I have created, 
become the New Adam that I know is God’s creation?” 
 

 
 
Last time, we noted that it doesn’t just happen at one moment in time, but in every moment of 
time, in which I abide in Jesus, rather than Me-sus; that’s every moment I’m grateful rather than 
proud; that is in every moment of faith So, you could think of every black dot as every decision 
made by my ego, which thinks it is its own creation. And every red dot as every decision made in 
communion with Jesus, that is every decision to love because I know I am the “beloved,” every 
moment of faith. And faith will turn every black dot into a red dot over time. Every time I 
forgive something in the past, temporal sin is filled with eternal grace and I walk with freedom 
into the reality of who I am. All the black dots will turn into red dots as I commune with Jesus 
over time. 
 

 
 
And as we’ve learned that process feels like a birth, for it is a birth. My New Man is born of my 
Old Man, and my New Man is Christ in me. The Bride of Christ becomes the Mother of Christ 
and Gives birth to Christ in me, and us, who it is that we actually are. To the Galatians Paul 
wrote “I am again in travail with you until Christ be formed in you (y’all).”xx Do you 
understand? Christ in you, which is the New You, grows over time, as you walk in faith, hope 
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and love, until all you are is faith, hope and love—faith hope and love manifesting in a body of 
Life, risen from a tomb, that you once thought was yourself. 
 
Or	think	of	it	this	way:	Everyone,	that’s	anyone,	is	a	temple.	For	in	the	beginning,	God	
breathed	his	uncreated	breath,	into	a	bag	of	created	dust,	by	a	tree	in	a	garden.	And	in	the	
breath	was	information—a	word.	

 
 
Well, we’ve called that the “I” that observes “me” in space and time, the “I” becomes conscious 
of itself, that was once alive apart from the law. 
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But when the law “comes in” and I take from the tree of knowledge in order to create myself in 
the image of God with my own judgments, I build an ego that I think is “me,” but is actually a 
prison and even, a tomb.  
	

 
 
But the “I” is still there, just like the presence of God behind the curtain in the inner sanctuary of 
the tabernacle that became the old stone temple In that way, the “I” is like a seed, or better yet, 
an egg in the womb that is me, and if it weren’t there, I wouldn’t be a person but only a bag of 
dust. I’m saying, The Word is in you. 
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But when the Word comes to you, as the Word that is preached to you, Jesus, the Promised Seed, 
comes to you, and is conceived in you; “Deep calls to Deep,”xxi and you are “begotten from 
above.”xxii 
	

 
 
The curtain in the temple rips, and the new you, that is Christ in you, begins to fill the old stone 
temple, like a growing baby fills a womb—fills a womb until It’s born from that womb, which 
looks like death from inside the womb, but is life, and home, and freedom, on the other side. 
 
I don’t know if I said that exactly right but whatever the case, God through Moses, says to Israel, 
1500 years before Christmas, “The Word is near you, in your heart, and on your tongue, so that 
you can do it.” And Paul reveals that the Word is Christ. So, Pop Quiz: What happened to Christ, 
when Israel didn’t do the Word, and descended into Sheol, translated into Greek as Hades, and 
sometimes into English as “Hell?” What happened to the Word? Jesus said, “whatever you do to 
the least of these, my brethren (that would definitely include Israel), you do to me.” He must 
have gone with them and even as them. 
	

Romans 10:8-9a: 
The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of 
faith that we proclaim) ; 9 because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is 
Lord… 
 

That (Lord) is Kurios in Greek, which can be translated as Master, Mister, or Sir but is used over 
6000 times in the Greek translation of the Old Testament, which Jesus and Paul read, to translate 
the name Yahweh. And he’s not just any old Master or Mister or Sir; he’s the Creator and the 
Consuming Fire. 

 
Romans 10:9-13: 
Because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your 
heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For with the heart 
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one believes and is justified [eis: into + dikaiosune: righteousness], and with the 
mouth one confesses and is saved [eis: into + soteria: salvation]. 11 For the 
Scripture says, “Everyone who believes [literally: “all the one (singular) trusting”] 
in [epi: on] him will not be put to shame.”xxiii 12 For there is no distinction 
between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches 
on all who call on him [literally: “all the ones (plural) calling on him"]. 13 For 
“everyone who calls on the name of the Lord... [curiously, there’s no article (“the”) 
before “Lord” in the original text, as if “Lord” were a proper name].13 For “everyone 
who calls on the name of the Lord [Kurios] will be saved.” 

 
Paul is quoting the Hebrew Prophet Joel who writes “calls on the name of Yahweh,” so when 
Paul writes kurios here, he also means Yahweh. Which clearly implies that when Paul wrote, 
Jesus is kurios, he meant Jesus is Yahweh and Yahweh is Jesus and that should rock your 
world.xxiv 
 
You know, we all freak out to think that Yahweh would command the destruction of Jericho and 
everyone in it (herem in Hebrew).xxv But this means that Yahweh was also the God Man who 
said to Joshua “I’m neither only on Israel’s side, nor on Jericho’s side.” And it means that 
Yahweh was in Rahab the harlot within the walls of Jericho as an egg in her womb—Rahab, the 
great, great, great grandma of Jesus, that is, Yahweh. 
 
And Jesus was in Yahweh as Yahweh called for the utter destruction, the “herem” of Jericho. 
And yet Yahweh also called for the utter destruction, the “herem” of Israel, according to Isaiah. 
And read your whole Old Testament: Yahweh also calls for the utter destruction, the “herem,” of 
all humanity, which would include you. 
 
And we say that doesn’t sound like Jesus, but wasn’t it Jesus who said, “If you want to be my 
disciple you must pick up you cross and follow; If you seek to save your life you’ll lose it, but if 
you lose it for my sake, you’ll find it.” 
 
If we errantly assume that destruction means endless conscious torment, then “Jesus is Yahweh” 
can be a pretty terrifying proclamation. But if we actually read and believe all the Old Testament 
and New Testament, we find that God destroys all, that he might redeem all, that all might know 
he is Salvation, and he is with us all along. Actually, we die with Yahweh in Christ Jesus, and 
rise with Yahweh in Christ Jesus... at a tree in a garden. “God was in Christ Jesus reconciling the 
world to himself.”xxvi 
 
“Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” We know that his name is Yahweh, 
I am that I am, according to Joel. And now we know that his name is also Yeshua, pronounced 
Jesus in English, meaning “Yahweh is Salvation,” or “God is Help,” which is the thing that 
Adam did not know in the Garden. And Yeshua taught us to call Yahweh Abba, that is “Dad.” 
Romans 8:15, “When we cry ‘Abba, Father!’ it is the Spirit himself bearing witness with our 
spirit, that we are children of God.”xxvii 
 
“Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” By the time of Christ, the leaders 
of Israel had made it a law that no one but the High Priest, on the Day of Atonement, could say 
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the name of the Lord, for fear that they might be taking the name in vain.  So, in seeking to 
establish their own righteousness, the leaders of Israel, Paul’s church, forbid the people of Israel 
from being saved, for they forbid them from calling on the name of the Lord: Yahweh. And then, 
of course, they crucified “Yeshua,” “Yahweh is Salvation,” the Word; They took his life seeking 
to turn Living Love into Dead Law, that they could use to justify themselves. 
 
“Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” In four chapters, Paul is going to 
quote Isaiah 45, “Turn to me and be saved, all the ends of the earth! For I am God, and there is 
no other. By myself I have sworn, from my mouth has gone out in righteousness a word [and it 
will not turn back (YLT)]: ‘To me every knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear allegiance.’” 
 
When Paul quotes the same verse in Philippians he writes, “God has given him the name above 
every name that every knee should bow, and every tongue confess that Jesus is Lord (Yahweh) 
to the Glory of God the Father.” 
 
Paul clearly believes that everyone who ever had a tongue, or knees, will call on the name of the 
Lord and be saved. And how is that possible if Israel is already in Hades,xxviii or Hell? Well Paul 
didn’t mention anything about a time limit on the Promise. 
 
In 1 Corinthians 12:3, Paul writes that “No one can [even] say ‘Jesus is Lord’ except by the Holy 
Spirit.” That would be on earth or under the earth. But do you remember, when Jesus died, the 
curtain in the temple ripped from the top to the bottom, and tombs were opened? And when he 
rose, many bodies rose, and coming out of the tombs they entered the city.xxix 
 
All that bullshit about Jesus being unable “to seek and to save the lost,” after the body has died 
just cannot be found in the Bible, anywhere. And yet, I know that the Evil One whispers it into 
your soul, so you’ll think to yourself, “My life is hell and it’s too late to call on the name of the 
Lord.” It’s never, not ever in chronological time, too late to call upon the Lord and all of eternity 
is nothing but calling on the Lord. The door may be shut for a time, but Christ, the Word, is on 
your side of the door. And this is Paul’s entire point: Getting saved, sanctified, and redeemed is 
not up to you; It’s the work of the Word. 
 
When you’ve been dead, and then, he makes you alive, you will know: “Yahweh is Salvation.” 
Not only as an idea, but as the life in your veins. And so, you will rise, and enter the city, and 
begin to live—for the very first time, which is actually all time—in freedom. 
 
“Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 
 

Romans 10:14-15: 
How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are 
they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear 
without someone preaching? 15 And how are they to preach unless they are sent? 
As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good 
news!xxx”  
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Good News is not a bargain, or a threat, or an ultimatum, or any sort of transaction... it’s not 
something you do. Good News is the statement of a fact, that you do not control, And yet the 
statement of that fact—utterly transforms everything that is done. 
 

· “The war is over” is Good News. 
· “You’ve been forgiven all your debts” is Good News. 
· “She Loves you,” or “he loves you,” is Good News.  
· “The war is over, you’ve been forgiven, and God loves you…IF” is not Good News but a 

threat that places the bomb right under your seat. 
 
And yet even Good News doesn’t feel like Good News if you don’t believe. 
 

Romans 10:16-17: 
But they have not all obeyed [hupakouo: hupo: under + akouo: hear = “listen to”] 
the gospel [Good News]. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed what he has 
heard [akouo] from us?” xxxi 17 So faith comes from hearing [akouo], and hearing 
[akouo] through [dia: by] the [a] word...  

 
How do we hear? By a word. Now that’s an utterly bizarre thing to say, because we hear words, 
but words don’t hear, why? Well because they’re dead; they don’t matter, at least not in our 
world, where everyone assumes that everyone lies and so, everyone is alone. 
 
Words are dead, but what if a word came to life? And what if that Word were within us, like a 
spirit imprisoned in a jar of clay—an old psyche, and old soul? And what if that Word were 
outside us like the Creator of all things? And what if that Word came to us like Good News from 
home? And what if that Word were “living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, 
piercing to the division of soul and spirit,” the clay prison and the breath? 
 
Verse 17, So faith comes from hearing [akouo], and hearing [akouo] through [dia: by] the [a] 
word of Christ. 
 

Romans 10:18-20: 
But I ask, have they [Israel, Paul’s Church] not heard? Indeed they have, for 

“Their voice has gone out to all the earth, and their words to the ends of the 
world.” [That’s Psalm 19:4, Creation whispers the Word all the time.] v19 But I 
ask, did Israel not understand? First Moses says, “I will make you jealous of 
those who are not a nation; with a foolish nation I will make you angry.” 
[That’s Deuteronomy 32:21 and lyrics to the song that Moses sang to Israel, and 
they were to sing to each other, when the law would reveal that they had failed.] 
v20 Then Isaiah is so bold as to say, “I have been found by those who did not 
seek me; I have shown myself to those who did not ask for me.” [That’s Isaiah 
65:1 Testifying that the Word, “who has born our griefs and carried our sorrows,” 
has conquered the heart of the nations.] 

 
The Word is whispered by all creation, sung when the law has failed, and understood when rising 
from a tomb, in a garden, by a tree at the edge of eternity and time. 
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Romans 10:21-11:1: 
But of Israel [the ekklesia, the church] he says, “All day long I have held out my 
hands to a disobedient and contrary people.”xxxii 11:1 I ask, then, has God rejected 
his people? By no means! [Me Genoito “Hell No!xxxiii] For I myself am an 
Israelite, a descendant [of the seed] of Abraham, a member of the tribe of 
Benjamin. 2 God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew. 

 
Romans 8:29: Those whom [God] foreknew [Who does he not foreknow?—we talked about this] 
he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the 
firstborn among many brothers. 30 And those whom he predestined he also called, and those 
whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified. 
 
So, are you getting Paul’s point? This is all the work of the Word. And until we reach the end of 
time, the Word is still working, for the Word is the beginning and end, the plot to the story that 
God is telling in time. And the Word will accomplish that for which he was sent, for the story 
has already been “accomplished,” it’s been written and placed on a shelf in eternity: “The Lambs 
Book of Life.” 
 
And now you may say: “Why does this matter? You’re not giving me anything to doxxxiv. Why 
does this matter?” Listen closely: It is the only thing that does matter; it’s the Word. And when 
you have heard the Word, you will speak the Word, and far from doing nothing, you will do all 
things and give birth to the New Creation. Just like Mrs. Leonard gave birth to Mary Ann Bird 
and Mary Ann Bird gave birth to faith, hope, and love in you—which is the true you. 
 
So why does this matter? Turn and look at someone near you. Just look at them. What do you see 
in them; What can you say to them?xxxv If you believe what the Church has so often taught you 
can say, “The war is over, you’re forgiven, and God loves you, IF, you say this little prayer and 
mean what you say, which means you’ll give 10% to the church, join our institution, and make 
the pastor feel like a success, or God doesn’t love you, you’re not forgiven, and God will torture 
you forever without end: the war is endless.” That will make you not want to talk to anyone, and 
pretty nervous about everyone, in particular yourself. 
 
But what can you say, if (and the “if” belongs to Jesus) ... if you believe the Word that St. Paul is 
Preaching? You can say: “The war is over, you’re forgiven, because God loves you and has 
always loved you, PERIOD. I know who you are, even if you don’t know who you are. You’re a 
child of God, and he is absolutely nuts about you.” 
 
And you don’t have to say it with words; You can preach it in a sermon, or sing it like a song, or 
better, whisper it under your breath, even in the tone of your voice. And even better, you can 
proclaim it with your eyes, for you see Jesus in them rising from the dead, and you know he is 
good, and he conquers. So, you look past the evil, for you know it’s a lie, that will soon fade like 
a dream. And you celebrate every drop of faith hope and love, just like you celebrate easter—for 
it is easter; it’s Jesus rising from the dead in front of you. 
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And then—when we do that—we are the Church, not an institution, program, or building, but the 
Bride of Christ giving birth to the Body of Christ; we are the “Mother of the Living” 
(pronounced, “Eve”xxxvi). 
 
I once read the testimony of a girl, who had been beaten by her pimp and was lying alone in an 
ally, when she made a choice to call her parents and it saved her life. When asked what gave her 
the strength to make that call, this is what she said: 
 

"I cheated and lied to my parents for two years before I ran away from home. 
Mom would try so hard to get through to me, but I treated her like dirt. Almost 
every day my mother would tell me that she loved me. She would say to me, 
'There's nothing you can do to make me stop loving you.'" (Just words) "I 
never gave her the satisfaction of knowing that her words were getting 
through. After running away, I would hear those words in every quiet moment. 
After being beaten senseless by the man who wanted to be my pimp, I was lying 
in a filthy alley ashamed and beyond hope, and my drugged and beaten brain 
could only handle one thought: There is nothing you can do that will make me 
stop loving you. I picked up the phone and called my mom. I may have given 
up on myself, but there was hope that she had not given up on me."xxxvii 

 
We’re the church and the Devil has tempted us to give up on the World. But Jesus has called his 
Bride to be Mother to the World,xxxviii for he has not given up on the World. 
 

Communion	
 
For God so love the world, that he took bread and broke it saying, this is my body given to you. 
And he took the cup saying this is the covenant in my blood, poured out for the forgiveness of 
sins. Do this in remembrance of me. [Takes communion]. That’s the Word of Chris, believe. 
Amen. 
 

Endnotes	
 

 
i Perhaps George Orwell’s book by the same name is prophetic? 
 
ii  Gerhard Ebeling, in a lecture on Martin Luther delivered to all the faculties of the University of Zurich, asked, "Why did 
Luther's Reformation, in contrast to all prior attempts at reformation, become a reformation in deed and not just in words?" His 
provocative answer was, "Luther's Reformation became a reformation in deed and not just in words because Luther trusted only 
in the Word and not at all in deeds." 
- Dale Bruner, The Christbook (Waco TX: Word, 1987), p. 305. 
 
iii  Don't confine yourself only to the words of the Bible but accept the total revelation of God. He reveals Himself through all 
His actions. The Hebrews through whom the Word of God was given have no word for "word." They use for it the expression 
davar, which means "thing, something real." The whole of outward and inward reality is God's sure revelation-the entire 
happening at Golgotha, your whole life with its sins and repentance, its falls and recoveries, its sorrows and joys. Believe in life, 
His life. Accept Him in your life. Then you will have the assurance of eternal life. 
- Richard Wurmbrand, Reaching Toward the Heights, March 12 
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iv  Don't confine yourself only to the words of the Bible but accept the total revelation of God. He reveals Himself through all 
His actions. The Hebrews through whom the Word of God was given have no word for "word." They use for it the expression 
davar, which means "thing, something real." The whole of outward and inward reality is God's sure revelation-the entire 
happening at Golgotha, your whole life with its sins and repentance, its falls and recoveries, its sorrows and joys. Believe in life, 
His life. Accept Him in your life. Then you will have the assurance of eternal life. 
- Richard Wurmbrand, Reaching Toward the Heights, March 12 
 
v	Saved	from	what?	So	far	in	Romans,	he’s	mentioned	“wrath”	but	didn’t	specify	who’s	wrath,	God’s	wrath	or	

our	own	wrath.	
And	he’s	spoken	about	being	saved	from	his	body	of	sin	and	death.	
The	angel	said	to	Joseph,	“Call	him	Jesus	for	he	will	save	his	people	from	their	sins”—that’s	their	bad	choices.	
 
vi James Gleik, The Information, (New York: Random House, 2012) p. 33 
vii Ibid. 34 
viii Ibid. 33 
ix Quoted in Gleik, p. 30 
 
x Revelation	2:7,	that’s	the	location	of	the	tree	of	life:	“Paradise.”	
 
xi And it was to a thief nailed to a tree next to Jesus on his tree in the garden on Mt. Calvary that Jesus said, “today you will be 
with me in paradise.” 
 
xiii In Ephesians 2 Paul writes, “We are created in Christ Jesus for good works which God prepared beforehand, (sounds like an 
eternal decision) that we would walk in them (sounds like something you might do in time). 
 
xiv “The righteousness which comes of the faithfulness of God”—Barth 
 
xv 1 Corinthians 10:11, Hebrews 9:26 
 
xvi “Gethsemane” means Olive Press. Christ means “the anointed.” In the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus is being pressed in order 
to share the anointing with us. 
 
xvii Matthew 26:36-46, Mark 14:32-42, Luke 22:40-46 
xviii 2 Corinthians 5:21 
 
xix The Word became flesh to make us "partakers of the divine nature" (2 Pt 1:4): "For this is why the Word became man, and the 
Son of God became the Son of man: so that man, by entering into communion with the Word and thus receiving divine sonship, 
might become a son of God." (Irenaeus, Adversus haereses) "For the Son of God became man so that we might become God." 
(Athanasius, De incarnatione) "The only-begotten Son of God, wanting to make us sharers in his divinity, assumed our nature, so 
that he, made man, might make men gods." (Thomas Aquinas, Opusculum.) 
 
--Catechism of the Catholic Church, #460 from Julian of Norwich: Journeys into Joy, selected spiritual writings introduced and 
edited by John Nelson (Hyde Park, NY: New City Press), p. 114 
 
xx Galatians 4:19 
xxi Psalm 42:7 
 
xxii John 3. Note that “born” is also translated “begotten.” And “again” is also translated “from above.” 
 
xxiii Isaiah 28:16, 49:23 
 
xxiv Especially if you’re a “Marcionite.” Around the dawn of the 2nd century Marcion taught that Yahweh was not the father of 
Jesus, but a lesser god than highest God, and that only Paul’s letters should be considered to be Scripture. 
 
xxv This is the utterly fascinating Hebrew word that gets translated as something like “deliver to utter destruction” and refers to 
human sacrifice. BUT the sacrifice was to be considered holy to the Lord. In other words, something that belonged to him and no 
other. Paul is going to tell us the logical conclusion to all his theologizing in Romans 12:1 when he writes “Therefore present you 
bodies a living sacrifice...” Look up the word herem, or cherem, up and follow it through the Old Testament and you will find 
that not only Jericho, but all of Israel including the Messiah, and indeed all of humanity is “herem:” To be ritually “devoted.” 
And check this out: “Herem,” (the Arabic term for all the Kings Brides) comes from the Hebrew “Herem” (that which is devoted 
to Yahweh). It turns out that God really loves his Herem—us who must all pass through the fire on the way to the Great Banquet. 
The Consuming Fire is our Bridegroom. 
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xxvi 2 Corinthians 5:19 
xxvii Romans 8:15-16 RSV 
 
xxviii Would Jesus even descend into hades? Yes, Yes, Yes, Paul and Peter and the Prophets and even the Apostles creed say that 
this is so. He descends into hades, in fact he’s always been there in the hearts of his people and we are all his people. Jesus 
descends into Hades and he is the presence of the consuming fire. 
 
xxix Matthew 27:52-53 
xxx Isaiah 52:7 
 
xxxi Isaiah 53:1. Isaiah 52 through 54 is a stunning prophecy of the work of the messiah, “the righteous one... [who] makes many 
righteous (53:11),” and everything that St. Paul is preaching in Romans. 
 
xxxii Isaiah 65:2 
 
xxxiii This is an emphatic exclamation in Greek, which should be translated “Hell No!” according to my old Greek Language 
Professor. 
 
xxxiv How shall we find in the life and teaching of Jesus something to "do" in "practical life"? Is it not as if he wished to say to us 
at every step "What interest have I in your 'practical life'? I have little to do with that. Follow after me or let me go my way!" 
- Karl Barth, The Word of God and The Word of Man, page 38 
 
xxxv This is the question that really launched me on my search through Scripture regarding the topic of endless conscious torment. 
On evangelism projects with my friend Andrew I would wonder, “God what can I say to them?” Can I tell them that you love 
them?  
 
xxxvi Genesis 3:20 
 
xxxvii  Ken Davis tells about a girl in one of his groups, a teenager who ran away to Los Angeles headed for total disaster, on the 
edge of a terrifying life of prostitution. She was scared about the direction her life was taking but didn't know what to do about it. 
She lay in an alley beaten by the man who insisted he be her pimp. She decided to make a phone call to her parents and it saved 
her life. Later Ken Davis asked her, "What gave you the strength or the courage to make that call?" She said, 
 "I cheated and lied to my parents for two years before I ran away from home. Mom would try so hard to get through to me, but 
I treated her like dirt. Almost every day my mother would tell me that she loved me. She would say to me, 'There's nothing you 
can do to make me stop loving you.'" 
 "I never gave her the satisfaction of knowing that her words were getting through. After running away I would hear those 
words in every quiet moment. After being beaten senseless by the man who wanted to be my pimp, I was lying in a filthy alley 
ashamed and beyond hope, and my drugged and beaten brain could only handle one thought: There is nothing you can do that 
will make me stop loving you. I picked up the phone and called my mom. I may have given up on myself, but there was hope that 
she had not given up on me." 
-- I copied this, years ago, and now I don’t know where it came from, other than Ken Davis. 
 
xxxviii The following revelation is very deep, and I did the best I can to explain what I can explain. I feel there’s more 
to explain but feel like I’m not able to properly explain it, without saying it wrong.  But hopefully you’ll get the 
general gist of it.  Hopefully, you’ll be encouraged as I was. 
 There have been times I somehow experience myself clothed with the crown of Jesus and even with the royal 
garment  that a king wound wear.  But yesterday, as I was going to the shops, I saw that I was wearing a crown with 
many crowns on it.  I thought this must mean the 12 tribes.  
 Incidentally, the next day.  I walked into a cafe which had, I would perceive as Mary with a crown on her and stars 
on it too.  And somehow, I identified these stars with the crowns that were on top of the crown I saw on my head, the 
previous night. 
 I was aware of the presence of God, to me I saw it was the Holy Spirit revealing this to me.  I saw her arms out and 
her as crucified too.  With this I remember somehow, I saw myself as Mary with a crown on, that had crowns on the 
crown and crucified too.  I somehow understood Mary as the mother of the nations.  I, being you might say, 
flabbergasted and you might say anxious, as this is new to me. 
 I ended up going across the road to the park at some point.  I saw and experienced God a mother with a crown with 
many crowns on the crown and crucified at the same time, I experience like I was somehow giving birth to a child. 
Seeing and even feeling  my brokenness is in the perfect loving mother who is God. I see the crowns on top of the 
crown, as us the nations, and the fullness of sacrificial mother, crucified and giving birth to us.   To see we are in 
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this sweet God who brings new life.  To see we are apart of the body of God who is all we will ever need. To see we 
are in the body of love.  I see we are safe. 
--A friend, who watches online, sent me the text above after listening to my benediction last week. Then I sent her a note, 
pointing out that what she saw was Revelation 12. And so, it thrilled her, and her vision thrilled me, and affirmed that neither of 
us were completely insane. 


